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Longwarry too good in grand final
by Davyd Reid

A crowd of more 
than 5000 people 
packed out Tra-

falgar Recreation Precinct 
to see Longwarry Football 
Club’s three-year build under 
coach Darren Granger reach 
its pinnacle, with the Crows 
comfortably accounting for 
Trafalgar on its own ground 
on 12 September.

While the Bloods held 
firm for the first half, it had 
little answer as the Crows 
kicked away after half time to 
win 11-6 (72) to 3-7 (25).

The Crows entered the 
contest unchanged from 

the second semi final 
while the Bloods made one 
change, Keegan Tullett the 
unlucky player to miss for 
Liam Coulthard.

Cooper Minichiello took 
the field in a face mask to 
protect his busted nose from 
the preliminary final. 

Braydon McHugh put 
through the only goal of 
the first term as an early 
arm-wrestle ensued.

Although the second term 
remained a dour struggle, the 
Crows were able to kick out 
to a 12-point lead.

Longwarry’s Fintan Fox 
was paid a dangerous tackle 
free kick in front of goal. 

His speed was troubling 
the Trafalgar defence, adding 
another from 40 metres from 
the lead.

Danny Brewster took an 
uncontested mark to score 
a much overdue goal for 
the Bloods.

The Crows made their 
move in the third term with 
a six goal to one effort to sink 
Trafalgar hearts.

Longwarry’s Rundell went 
for a customary long run to 

celebrate the first and was 
soon in the action again. 

He speared a pass into 
the open Jason Wells who 
in turn hit up McHugh as 
the Crows finished from 
going end-to-end.

Danny Brewster won a free 
kick for an arm chop to kick 
truly, but any momentum 
was snuffed out by the Crows.

Brandon Allen found Josh 
Bourke in space to hit Jedd 
Serong on the lead to further 
extend the margin.

A long kick from Jackson 
Kos set up the Crows to the 

advantage of Jason Wells to 
put through their eighth.

A vigorous tackle set up 
Wells for another in the 
pocket as a venue attendance 
of 5040 was announced.

Things went from bad to 
worse for Trafalgar as Ryan 
Dyke was helped off by two 
trainers with a knee injury.

Trafalgar scored the first 
goal of the final term, but it 
was too little too late.

Longwarry’s Serong con-
verted from a double grab 
mark before van der Hey-
den capped off the strong 

performance with a goal of 
his own.

Best on ground medallist 
Cooper Brown, Allen, Bailey 
Stephens, Fox, Tyler van der 
Heyden and McHugh led the 
charge towards the premier-
ship for the Crows.

The Bloods were best 
served by Bradley Hoffmann, 
Shane Brewster, Oliver Hen-
nessy, Danny Brewster, Kyle 
Beveridge and Hardy Kenny.

More photos can be found 
on page 21. 

Article and photo source:  
Warragul and Drouin Gazette
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Outcome of future directions survey

Adoption of 
AI policy

Authorisation needed for electoral 
advertising

The community 
survey to ascertain 
the future direction 

of Traf District News saw 
87 per cent of respondents 
wanting the paper to focus 
on the local community in 
the style of Traf News with 
articles mainly from Tra-
falgar and neighbouring 
towns such as Yarragon, 
Thorpdale and Willow Grove, 
plus their local surrounding 
communities. 

Thirteen per cent wanted 
the paper to be more region-
ally focused, receiving con-
tributions from various parts 

As readers know, ar-
tificial intelligence 
(AI) and its use is 

going ahead at full steam. 
Its impact on media is be-

ginning to become clearer. 
As a result, Traf News Inc’s 

committee of management 
adopted an AI policy on 20 
August. 

While most of it is ‘in-
house’, one section relates to 
articles provided to the paper 
by people and organisations.

The Victorian Elec-
toral Commission 
(VEC) has just 

released a new determi-
nation regarding electoral 
advertising (attached).

For potential advertisers 
of electoral matter in the 
upcoming state election, 
authorisation of an ad-
vertisement that contains 
electoral matter is required 
when an advertisement is 
received from:

•	 a registered political 
party

•	 a candidate
•	 a group
•	 an elected member
•	 an associated entity
•	 a third-party campaigner
•	 a donor

of Gippsland, with contri-
butions from Trafalgar and 
surrounds being secondary.

This result supports the 
original concept of Traf News 
when it began in 1999 as the 
result of much of Trafalgar’s 
news not being recorded.

While the number of re-
spondents was not as high 
as hoped, the matter was 
considered by Traf News 
Inc’s committee at its Au-
gust meeting, at which it 
decided that the paper will 
be Traf-centric with local 
towns rather than being 
Gippsland regional.

Where articles are provid-
ed by community members 
and organisations which 
have used AI to generate the 
article in whole or in part, 
the article must include the 
following statement: “This 
article was produced with 
the assistance of artificial 
intelligence tools”.

If an article is received 
which was produced with the 
assistance of artificial intelli-
gence tools, whether in whole 

For an advertisement to 
‘contain’ electoral matter, the 
electoral matter must have a 
sufficiently strong connec-
tion to an election. Proximity 
to an election day is relevant 
to whether the material has 
a sufficiently strong connec-
tion to the election.

Therefore, any advertise-
ments from any of the above 
bulleted entities (and we 
know a ‘group’ is very broad) 
that looks like it refers to the 
upcoming election must have 
the ad’s authorisation.

An advertisement that 
contains electoral material 
must include the name and 
address of the person or 
entity who authorised the 
electoral material. 

The committee and the 
editorial staff will continue 
to encourage news from local 
community groups, organisa-
tions and individuals so that 
not only our local commu-
nity is aware of what is now 

or in part, and the above 
statement is not provided:

•	 For the first occurrence, 
a warning will be issued;

•	 For the second and 
subsequent occasions, 
articles will not be 
accepted for a period 
of time or a number of 
editions as specified 
by the committee of 
management.

A person authorising 
electoral material can be a 
natural person, body politic 
or a body corporate (e.g. a 
political party, company 
or organisation).

The geographical ad-
dress of the person or 

happening, but equally im-
portantly, future generations 
will also know.

No decision was made as 
to whether the paper’s name 
will be changed.

While this seems severe, 
it is protecting the integrity 
of the paper as well as that of 
the article’s contributor.

This paper, therefore, 
does not discourage the use 
of AI in articles; however, 
they must clearly state that 
AI was used.

As a pre-caution, con-
tributors should always 
double-check information 
provided by AI as it is not 
always accurate.

entity (typically a street 
address and suburb/ town) 
must be visible in the 
authorization statement.

A post office box is not an 
acceptable address under the 
Electoral Act.

Regretfully, since 
interviewing Ivan 
in July for our Meet 

the Locals article, he was 
diagnosed with a terminal 
illness and passed away on 
22 September.

He was looking forward 
to celebrating his 90th birth-
day this October and seeing 
his story published in Traf 
District News.

Vale Ivan Blitz
The Traf District News 

staff and committee extend 
our sincere sympathies to 
Ivan’s family and friends.

His contribution to dis-
tributing Traf District News 
in Trafalgar East has been 
very much appreciated. 

The Meet the Locals arti-
cle on Ivan’s life can be found 
on page 9 of this edition.
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Warragul Police 
Station is one 
of the first to 

revisit a previously discon-
tinued program allowing for 
retired officers to return to 
duties, to alleviate demand 
on operational officers. 

Police reservists provide 
a role within the community 
that frees up officers from 
reception and administra-
tive tasks that prevent them 
attending call-outs.

Once fully implemented 
across Victoria, the program 
is expected to make a sig-
nificant dent in desk-bound 
hours. 

“It’s expected that the 
reservist program will put 
about 8000 policing hours 
(statewide) back into the 
community each week once 
it’s fully rolled out,” senior 
sergeant Glenn Parke told the 
Gazette. “That’s time that can 

be put back into detecting 
crime, investigating crime, 
and preventing crime.”

At Warragul, the im-
pact is already being felt by 
station staff.

“We have two police man-
ning our reception counter 
24 hours a day, every day of 
the year,” senior sergeant 
Parke said. “When we bring 
these reservists online, that’ll 
free up at least one every 
shift that we can deploy to 
other duties.”

Statewide, about 200 full-
time reservist positions are 
being introduced in the ini-
tial phase. Warragul secured 
two of those positions in local 
veterans John Stewart and 
Andy McCrorey. 

Andy, a Trafalgar born and 
bred local, served the majori-
ty of his career throughout 
a series of stations in the 
Latrobe Valley and worked 

with John in William St, Mel-
bourne shortly after gradu-
ating from the academy in 
about 1979.

After 41 years of service, 
and six years of retired life, 
Andy was looking forward 
to returning in a supporting 
role that was all about pur-
pose and people. 

“Most police will tell you 
they don’t miss a lot of parts 
about the job, but they miss 
the camaraderie, the friend-
ship”, he said. “That’s mostly 
what we’ll get here, while still 
making a difference.”

John spent time overseas 
serving with the Australian 
Federal Police in East Timor, 
supported by the United 
Nations, after an eight-year 
spell as officer in charge at 
Collingwood station.

Working across many sta-
tions during the pivotal early 
years of his career, John then 

took his wealth of experience 
to a private security company 
in 2006, after retiring from 
the force four years earlier, to 
train the Iraqi National Police 
for a decade. 

John said he hoped the 
pair’s experience could sup-
port both younger officers 
and community members at 
the counter.

 “We might not know all 
the new ways of doing things 
before our refresher train-
ing, but we certainly have the 
experience to be able to guide 
the newer members,” he said, 
“with extensive experienced 
advice and local knowledge 
of the area.”

More than 500 former po-
lice officers across Victoria 
have expressed interest in 
the reservist program. 

To be eligible, applicants 
must have previously served 
at least two years in an 

Australian police force, with 
some ex-members from New 
Zealand and the United King-
dom also able to apply.

All reservists complete 
a short refresher course to 
bring them up to speed on 
new technology, policies 
and procedures, something 
police say helps ensure the 
public receives the same 
standard of service at the 
front counter as they would 
from a serving officer.

(Source: Warragul and 
Drouin Gazette)

Traf District News has 
been advised that there 
are no current plans for a 
reservist to be stationed at 
Trafalgar. 

Warragul’s Inspector 
Stephen Cooper said that 
reservists will initially be 
limited to 24-hour stations 
such as Warragul.

Reservists aim to ease pressure
by Aidan Knight

Former Trafalgar resident 
and newly appointed police 
reservist Andy McCrorey 
is stationed at Warragul 
Policer Station

Results are in for the 
annual community 
satisfaction survey 

with Baw Baw Shire Council 
saying there are significant 
improvements across the 
board, reversing a downward 
trend from previous years.

Held annually, the com-
munity satisfaction survey 
measures community per-
ceptions of key areas includ-
ing Council’s overall perfor-
mance, value for money in 
services and infrastructure, 
community consultation 

and engagement, decisions 
made in the interest of the 
community, customer ser-
vice, local infrastructure, 
facilities, services and overall 
Council direction.

In Baw Baw Shire, a rep-
resentative sample of 400 
residents were contacted via 
phone by an independent re-
search company on behalf of 
Local Government Victoria.

The top three perform-
ing areas for Baw Baw Shire 
Council are the arts centre 
and libraries, appearance 

of public areas and 
waste management.

Council says these results 
are on par or higher with 
similar sized Councils. 

Customer service, recre-
ational facilities and advo-
cacy/ lobbying also achieved 
improved results in compar-
ison to previous years.

When asked what the best 
thing about Baw Baw Shire 
Council is, responses includ-
ed local parks and gardens, 
good customer service, waste 
management including hard 

waste and tips, recreation-
al/ sporting facilities, clean 
and tidy public areas, good 
location, good community 
facilities, good atmosphere 
around neighbourhoods and 
a perceived overall effort 
to improve.

Compared with other 
large rural councils, Baw 
Baw Shire Council recorded 
strong results. 

Ten of the 14 service areas 
were on par with similar mu-
nicipalities, while three areas 

recorded results significantly 
above the group average.

Perceptions improved 
across almost all demograph-
ic and geographic groups 
over the past 12 months, with 
many recording statistically 
significant increases. 

Residents aged 65 years 
and over rated Council’s 
overall performance sig-
nificantly higher than the 
survey average.

Local roads, town plan-
ning and planning permits 
were among the lowest 

ranking areas, however, still 
recorded improvements 
from previous years.

Baw Baw Shire mayor Kate 
Wilson said, “We thank ev-
eryone who took the time to 
provide honest and construc-
tive feedback. 

“While we recognise there 
is always more work to do, it 
is encouraging to see posi-
tive movement and evidence 
that our refocussed efforts 
are making a difference”, Cr 
Wilson said.

Improved satisfaction with shire

It’s True: Skin on a typical person sheds about 50,000 cells per minute.  It’s estimated 
that there is about one billion tonnes of dust in the atmosphere around the globe 

made up of dead skin
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The Trafalgar Public 
Hall has been grant-
ed an exemption 

from paying land tax after 
proving the land was gifted 
back in 1957.

The process of receiving 
the exemption was long and 
financially straining for the 
hall, lasting over two years.

On 24 May, 2024, the State 
Revenue Office issued the 

Public Hall with a bill for five 
years of land tax from 2020-
2024, totalling $5900.

The large sum came as a 
shock to the Public Hall com-
mittee who operate the hall 
as a not for profit. 

The State Revenue Office 
explains that “land tax is an 
annual tax on the value of 
land you own in Victoria, 
excluding exempt land such 
as your home. The tax helps 
fund public services and 
encourages the effective use 
of land.”

In February 2025, another 
land tax notice for the 2025 
year was issued, with the 
Public Hall owing an addi-
tional $3100, a significant 
yearly price increase. 

After receiving the initial 
tax notice, the Public Hall 
committee applied for an 
exemption. 

However, due to com-
munication issues, the 
initial claim was rejected 
and a second application 
was submitted.

According to the State 
Revenue Office, “land is 
exempt from land tax if a 
not-for-profit club owns and 
uses it only for the social, cul-
tural, recreational, literary 
or educational interests of 
its members.”

The Public Hall embod-
ies this, hosting all kinds of 
events including: birthdays, 
theatre, parties, markets, 
weddings, community 
groups, and much more.

For the Public Hall to 
receive their exemption, 
proving they operate as a not-
for-profit was not enough, it 
was also necessary to prove 
the ownership of the land.

Treasurer and secretary 
of the Trafalgar Public Hall 
Committee, Eva Moscato, 
said “it was a long tedious 
process dealing with the 
SRO (State Revenue Office), 
there were complications re-
garding communication and 
responses to exemptions.” 

“Each time we hit a road 
block it was a must to call the 

SRO and discuss what was 
needed to be done next and 
provide responses to ques-
tions as best we could.” 

While waiting for their ap-
plication to be processed, the 
Public Hall was advised that 
they needed to pay the out-
standing $8900, for the six 
years of land tax and wait to 
receive a refund if the claim 
was approved. 

After an already chal-
lenging few years after the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the fi-
nancial blow threatened the 
viability of the hall. 

As the situation contin-
ued to develop, the Public 
Hall committee reached 
out to J MacGregor Legal 
in Trafalgar for advice and 
representation. 

“Following lengthy waits 
for the SRO and consequent 
queries regarding land own-
ership we were able to gain 
assistance with J MacGregor 
Legal as our representative.  

They were able to obtain 
clarification relating to 
documents that would as-
sist in proving the land and 
hall were solely for public 
use and under the trust of 
the hall committee,” said 
Eva Moscato.

While waiting to hear back 
about their exemption claim, 
the hall’s committee ran two 
successful fundraisers to 
help pay for the outstanding 
tax bill.

On 5 October 2025, a fund-
raiser was held at the Trafal-
gar Criterion Hotel hosting 
live entertainment, auctions, 
raffles, and cash prizes. 

The second was a BBQ 
fundraiser on 7 June 2026 at 
Bunnings Warragul.

Thanks to community 
support, the hall was able to 
earn back approximately half 
of the total land tax fee.

More than a year after the 
application for the exemp-
tion was made, the State Rev-
enue Office replied asking for 
more historical information 
on the hall to prove the own-
ership of the land. 

Despite poring through 
documents within the hall 
and the historical society, no 
one was able to locate proof 
of the hall’s ownership.

It was through contact 
with the Baw Baw Shire that 
the Declaration of Trust from 
1957 was found and proved 
pivotal to showing the land 
the public hall sits on was 
gifted and in the care of 
a trustee.

The Public Hall is still 
waiting to receive a refund on 
the land tax they paid prior to 
receiving their exemption. 

Looking forward, the hall’s 
committee is looking forward 
to continuing to support 
local events and are  hoping 
to spend time applying for 
grants to improve various 
aspects of the hall, including 
a bathroom renovation.

Jade MacGregor and Bryce 
Grimshaw from J MacGregor 
Legal were instrumental in 
helping the hall receive this 
outcome and the Public Hall 
committee would like to 
thank them for their efforts. 

The Trafalgar Public Hall 
committee warmly wel-
comes anyone interested in 
volunteering or supporting 
the hall.

Please contact Andrea Mc-
Donald at 0448 377 505 or Eva 
Moscato at 0419 895 901.

If you’re interested in 
booking the hall, please con-
tact Wombat Lyons at 0409 
015 662.

Trafalgar Public Hall granted land tax exemption
By Rachel Thornby

The Trafalgar Public Hall

Detectives from 
Cobram Crime 
Investigation Unit 

charged a man following the 
seizure of handguns, drugs 
and ammunition from Nu-
murkah and Trafalgar on 
2 September.

As part of an ongoing 
investigation, detectives 
executed search warrants 
at a business on Station 
Street Numurkah in north-
ern Victoria, along with a 
property on Melville Street 

Numurkah in the early hours 
of 2 September.

Police seized an array 
of ammunition, firearms 
and drugs from the loca-
tions, including a loaded 
homemade handgun.

With the assistance 
from the Critical Incident 
Response Team, a man was 
arrested at the Station Street 
Numurkah business and 
taken back to a police station.

Detectives then executed 
a third search warrant at a 

property in Centenary Drive, 
Trafalgar, where they located 
further ammunition.

A 49-year-old Trafalgar 
man has been charged with 
multiple offences including:

•	 prohibited person 
possess a firearm

•	 prohibited person 
possess imitation 
firearm. 

•	 possess drug of 
dependence

•	 possess ammunition 

He was remanded to ap-
pear at Shepparton Magis-
trates’ Court on 3 September, 
at which the matter was ad-
journed to Shepparton Mag-
istrates’ Court on 9 October.

Anyone with information 
on the manufacturing of 
firearms is urged to contact 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000 or submit an anonymous 
report at www.crimestop-
persvic.com.au

Man charged: firearms and drugs seized 
in Numurkah and Trafalgar
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Councillors have 
unanimously en-
dorsed a revised 

Community Engagement 
Policy for Baw Baw Shire 
Council, which will guide 
how Council connects with 
and receives feedback from 
the community.  

The Policy underwent 
community engagement 
between May and June this 

year, so that the local com-
munity, who this will impact 
the most, could influence 
its direction and so Council 
could ensure it was on the 
right track to engage with 
its residents.

The revised Community 
Engagement Policy is de-
signed to bring more people 
into the conversation in a 
meaningful way.  

Baw Baw Shire Mayor Cr 
Kate Wilson said that Coun-
cil had exciting plans in this 
space, as it planned to grow 
and enhance its engage-
ment with the community 
and ensure that they were 
further involved in deci-
sion making and direction, 
moving forward.

“We want to work in part-
nership with our community 
wherever possible,” she said. 

“Everything we do is 
for the community, so it is 
critical that their voices are 
heard, and our residents 
have a seat at the table when 
it comes to decisions that are 
going to impact them.” 

The document, which is 
an update to an existing Pol-
icy, was reviewed to ensure 
that Council is engaging with 
the community, including 
residents, business owners, 
volunteers and sporting club 

members, in a meaningful 
way and in a manner that 
provides them the oppor-
tunity to really tell us what 
they think.

Cr Wilson added that 
Council’s commitment to 
getting this Policy right, and 
involving the community 
in its development, demon-
strates Council’s desire to 
engage properly.

“We know that not every-
one wants to hear from us 
and work with us in the same 
way,” Cr Wilson said. 

“This Policy will hold 
us accountable in the 
engagement space and 
hopefully build more com-
munity trust in Council’s 
decision-making process.”

“Throughout the engage-
ment on this policy some 
really valid points were 
made, which related to the 
timeframes that Council 
would engage for, if these 
were long enough, and the 
use of Artificial Intelligence – 
we welcomed these thoughts 
and insights and made up-
dates to the Policy to reflect 
these ideas.”

The Policy is now live on 
Council’s website and can be 
viewed here: https://bawbaw-
shire.co/Policies-and-Docu-
ments

Council endorses 
new community 

engagement policy

Police leaders across 
Baw Baw outlined 
a complex picture 

of crime in the region at a 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Forum in mid-August.

Acting superintendent 
Dean Thomas oversaw a 
panel of police officers work-
ing to reduce crime and in-
crease safety throughout the 
Baw Baw police services area.

The panel included local 
area commander inspector 
Stephen Cooper, tasking and 

co-ordination inspector Kane 
Ferguson and response unit 
acting inspector Rod Finlay. 

Also speaking to his 
specialised area within the 
Drug Response Unit was 
detective senior constable 
Kaine Pawson.

Inspector Cooper high-
lighted the impact of rapid 
population growth on polic-
ing across the eastern region. 

Over the past five years, 
he said Baw Baw’s population 

had risen close to 10 per cent 
to a total 62,764 residents. 

Results from the recent 
Community Safety Senti-
ment Survey showed the 
leading concerns among lo-
cals were: 

•	 Safety of property 
•	 Safety in public places
•	 Drugs and alcohol

In response, police have 
been running targeted op-
erations on burglary, public 
event safety and retail theft. 

Operation Nightjar fo-
cused on after-hours bur-
glaries in central business 
districts including Trafalgar 
and Yarragon, with uni-
formed police “saturating 
a particular area and stop-
ping anything that moves” 
residents were told during 
the forum.

Over three nights in Feb-
ruary, police checked 255 
cars and executed 13 out-
standing warrants. 

Operation Markdown 
targeted shoplifting and un-
der-reporting by retailers. 

Insp Cooper said some 
smaller businesses had 
been reluctant to contact 
police even when facing 
repeat thefts.

“If you don’t report it 
to me, I don’t know  you’re 
making all this loss,” he said, 
describing a recent case 
where police intervened with 
a repeat shoplifter and linked 
them to food vouchers and 
support services, which led 
to a positive end result. 

Police said, “most of 
the people we did arrest 
(during the operation) were 
in desperate need of food,” 
acknowledging a genuine 
need of support, while still 
maintaining an emphasis of 
enforcement and holding of-
fenders accountable, which 
officers said required penal-
ties more often than not. 

Police said Operation 
Markdown revealed a mix of 
offenders, including disen-
gaged youth. 

“Some of which are simply 
high schoolers being oppor-
tunistic,” insp Cooper said. 

Stores often did not want 
young staff confronting 
potentially violent thieves, 
so minor thefts could be 
absorbed rather than report-
ed, but officers agreed that 
there was more value found 
in the “footy coach speech” 
than many would think, and 
reporting was an important 
step in further prevention. 

For repeat youth offend-
ers, police move to: youth 
cautions and diversion; 

referrals to the proactive po-
licing unit; and working with 
schools or other agencies.

Detectives flagged organ-
ised retail theft syndicates, 
including groups travelling 
around Victoria stealing 
high-value baby formula, in-
fant products etc.

Losses can reach hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, and 
were treated as extremely se-
rious, not “just shoplifting.”

When detectives looked at 
12 months of data, they found 
commercial burglaries were 
higher than expected, and 
identified two hotspots for 
thefts of (and from) vehicles 
in Baw Baw.

Both were in War-
ragul, at carparks in the 
railway station and West 
Gippsland Hospital.

Police confirmed they 
were in the process of ac-
quiring loaned cameras 
from other areas to install in 
these areas.

Source: Warragul & 
Drouin Gazette

Police present complex picture of crime
by Aidan Knight

Baw Baw area commander inspector Stephen Cooper (left) with acting superintendent Dean 
Thomas at the Neighbourhood Policing Forum
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Baw Baw Shire 
Council appears 
not to have ad-

vanced the implementation 
of Trafalgar’s proposed free 
recreation vehicle (RV) park 
at the recreation precinct 
to any great degree despite 
having the proposal since 15 
September 2025.

Interim chief executive 
officer John Bennie advised 
the proposal’s author, Mick 
Bourke OAM the following 
day (16 September 2025) 
as follows:

“I acknowledge receipt of 
your proposal and congratu-
late you at the outset on the 
quality of the submission.

Cr. Brendan Kingwill 
mentioned the possibility of 
this initiative several months 
ago and I am pleased to now 
receive that.

I look forward to hear-
ing the thoughts of our 
East Ward Councillors and 
Mayor Danny Goss, while 
advancing the proposal for 
internal consideration in the 
first instance.

I will now refer to Coun-
cil’s Executive for appropri-
ate consideration – including 
Community Infrastructure, 
Planning, Environmental 
Health and Economic Devel-
opment-and will assign the 
initiative to one member who 
will engage and keep you in-
formed of its progression.

I can immediately relate 
to the township (and Shire) 
benefits that could arise from 
this proposal and assure you 
that it will receive proper and 
timely consideration.”

A community engagement 
event was held in Trafalgar 

on 18 November 2025 at 
which the proposal was 
discussed and community 
feedback sought.

The author of this article 
was subsequently advised by 
Cr Kingwill on 4 December 
2025 that “There was general 
support for the recreation re-
serve site so council officers 
will be looking more closely 
to trial something there.  

“I expect we will get a 
report in the new year that 
will consider costs and 
benefits and how it will be 
managed, including en-
forcement, and any broader 
policy implications.

“The aim will be to make 
it happen.”

The appropriate manag-
er’s details were provided 
who will be running with 
the initiative.

The manager has been 
contacted on at least two 
occasions this year, and he 
advises that the proposal is 
’still on the list’. 

The manager hasn’t been 
‘pushed’ as it is understood 
that he has a heavy workload, 
however, time is moving on, 
with queries growing from 
Trafalgar people wanting 
to know the status quo of 
the project.

The author contacted Baw 
Baw Shire Council’s chief 
executive officer Tilla Buden, 
on 10 August outlining the 
situation (the above largely 
represents the email sent 
to Tilla).

She responded the next 
day saying that either she or 
the relevant manager will 
contact Mick ‘shortly’.

Council subsequently ad-
vised on 9 September that an 

additional person has been 
added to assist in the delivery 
of both the dump point and 
RV parking proposals. 

The council official fur-
ther advised that as camp-
ing is banned across the 
shire according to council’s 
Local Laws, this matter 
may need council consider-
ation to permit the limited 
exemption at Trafalgar 
Recreation Precinct.

Evidence across Aus-
tralia shows that there is a 
significant economic ben-
efit to businesses within a 
community that has free RV 
camping available.

The ongoing delay in im-
plementing the RV park is 
costing many of Trafalgar’s 
businesses.  The benefits of a 
free, short-term RV stay area 
are varied:

•	 boost to local business 
revenue (estimated up to 
$100/day per RV). If four 
caravans/ RVs stay each 
day, that equates to $400/
day ($2100/week spent in 
Trafalgar;

•	 enhanced visibility 
and visitation of local 
attractions and events;

•	 potential to gain “RV 
Friendly Town” status 
through the Campervan 
and Motorhome Club of 
Australia;

•	 increased tourism 
opportunities, further 
highlighting the natural 
beauty of the shire; and

•	 strengthened community 
facilities (e.g., dump 
point usable by local 
caravan/ RV owners).

Council inaction on proposed Trafalgar RV Park
By Mick Bourke

A report on reverting 
back to weekly red 
general rubbish 

bin collections and the costs 
associated with this is set to 
come back to a future Coun-
cil Meeting following a Notice 
of Motion raised by Central 
Ward Councillor Danny Goss 
at today’s Council Meeting.

The Notice of Motion, 
raised by Cr Danny Goss 
at the Council Meeting, re-
quests Council Officers to 
provide a report that will 
investigate the costs and im-
plications of returning to a 
weekly collection of the red 
general rubbish bin in Baw 
Baw Shire.

The Officer report, called 
for in the Notice of Motion, 
considers the red bin frequen-
cy by examining the options, 

implications and costs as-
sociated with reverting to 
weekly red-bin collections.

Cr Goss raised the Notice 
of Motion in response to 
community feedback re-
ceived after the change in fre-
quency of collection for the 
red general rubbish bin and 
green Food Organics Garden 
Organics (FOGO) bin, which 
coincided with the introduc-
tion of the FOGO program.

A petition, with 6139 
signatories (3997 of which 
are from Baw Baw Shire), in 
support of reverting back to 
a weekly red general rubbish 
bin collection was also tabled 
at the Council Meeting.

In July this year, Council 
introduced FOGO. Under 
this new program, residents 

are now required to place 
their food scraps in the green 
FOGO bin alongside their 
garden clippings. 

A Special Consideration 
Program (SCP) was also intro-
duced to provide support for 
those with exceptional waste 
needs following this change.

Baw Baw Shire Mayor 
Councillor Kate Wilson said 
Council would await the re-
port before making any final 
decisions on the possibilities 
of changing the program.

“The FOGO program is 
a critical program and is 
mandated by the State Gov-
ernment via its new stan-
dardised household waste 
and recycling system.

It seeks to divert more 
waste away from landfill and 

create better recycling out-
comes across Victoria.

“The amount of waste we 
currently send to landfill 
is unsustainable, so we’re 
trying to strike a balance be-
tween moving towards a cir-
cular economy and reducing 
landfill waste, while still pro-
viding solutions for our resi-
dents with extenuating addi-
tional waste circumstances.”

According to waste audits 
undertaken by Baw Baw 
Shire, more than half of the 
waste found in Baw Baw’s 
average red general rubbish 
bin is made up of food scraps 
(39%), garden organics (4%), 
glass recycling (1%), or mixed 
recycling (9%).

Council undertook audits 
in September 2023 and in 

June 2026 and will undertake 
another one this financial 
year, in mid-2027.

Over the past eight years, 
while the Victorian Govern-
ment’s EPA Landfill Levy has 
nearly tripled since 2019, 
from $65.90 to $177.19 per 
tonne, the waste charge paid 
by residents has increased 
by 51%.

With EPA landfill levies 
continuing to increase, di-
verting even 25% of waste 
away from landfill is estimat-
ed to save the community 
more than $1 million each 
year, helping to keep future 
waste costs down.

Councillor Goss said 
this was the largest peti-
tion Council had received, 
which showed there was 

community concern about 
this matter that Council 
could not ignore.

“These signatures hold 
a lot of weight and we will 
wait for the report to return 
to Council and make our 
decision following that,” Cr 
Goss said.

“I support FOGO and our 
attempts at reducing the 
amount of rubbish we send 
to landfill. It is the change in 
frequency of the red rubbish 
bins that our community has 
concerns with and we cannot 
ignore them.

“This is why I am keen to 
further explore this and have 
called for the report to return 
to Council with all of the in-
formation we need to make 
an informed next decision.”

Report to come back to Council on future waste collections
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What happens be-
neath our feet 
can make all 

the difference to the health 
of our gardens, farms and 
food systems.

The Baw Baw Sustain-
ability Network is delighted 
to welcome Dr Mary Cole, 
internationally recognised 
soil microbiologist, plant pa-
thologist and mycologist, for 
an evening exploring the fas-
cinating world of soil biology.

The event will be held 
on Thursday, 29 October 
at 7pm at the Yarragon 
Uniting Church Hall in 
Campbell Street.

Based in Garfield, Dr Cole 
has more than 45 years expe-
rience in understanding soil 
biology and helping farmers 
and growers build healthier, 
more resilient soils. 

A former academic at 
Monash University, Charles 
Sturt University and the 

University of Melbourne, she 
is an Honorary Fellow of the 
University of Melbourne and 
founder and Principal Scien-
tist of Agpath, a specialist soil 
biology and plant pathology 
laboratory and consultancy.

Mary is passionate about 
biological and regenerative 
agriculture and the vital role 
of soil microorganisms in 
plant health, soil fertility and 
resilient food production. 

She will explain how nur-
turing the living biology in 
our soils can improve plant 
health, reduce reliance on 
synthetic agricultural chem-
icals and contribute to more 
sustainable food production.

Known for making com-
plex science practical and 
accessible, Mary will share 

insights from decades of 
research, laboratory work 
and hands-on experience 
with farmers, growers and 
communities in Australia 
and internationally.

Whether you are a home 
gardener, food grower, 
farmer or simply curious 
about the remarkable world 

beneath our feet, this prom-
ises to be a fascinating and 
informative evening.

Everyone is welcome 
and entry to the event is 
by donation.

For more information 
and to register for catering 
purposes visit: bbsn.org.au/
events 

Discover the living world beneath our feet

What’s happening

Scammers are target-
ing people who use 
food delivery plat-

forms, including restaurants, 
customers and delivery 
workers. They may pretend 
to be DoorDash, Uber Eats, a 
restaurant or a customer.

They may contact you 
about an order, refund, can-
cellation, account issue or 
payment problem. They may 
ask for a one-time code, login 
details, your mobile number 
or bank information. They 
use these details to take over 
accounts, change payment 
settings or redirect money. 
Scammers may claim they 
can see your order but de-
mand you provide additional 
details or payment outside 
the app in order to process it.

Scammers are also tar-
geting delivery workers 
by gaining access to their 
accounts and redirecting 
the money they’ve earned. 
Delivery workers may re-
ceive messages about orders 
that have been cancelled 
for being ‘fraudulent’ or 

a ‘double order’ and ask 
for the worker’s details to 
compensate them.

Who’s at risk
Restaurants, customers 

and delivery workers can 
all be affected. You may be 
at higher risk if you share 
one-time codes, respond to 
account alerts that do not 
include clear details, or feel 
pressured to act quickly.

Warning signs to look 
out for

•	 Unexpected calls or 
messages about an order, 
refund, cancellation or 
account problems

•	 Requests for one-time 
codes, passwords, 
login details or 
bank information

•	 Unexpected password 
reset emails, login 
alerts or changes to 
your account

•	 Pressure to act quickly 
because something 
is supposedly urgent 
or fraudulent.

Protect yourself from 
food delivery account 
takeover scams

STOP. Don’t rush.  Don’t 
click links, unexpected 
messages or share pass-
words, one-time codes or 
financial information

CHECK. Contact the 
restaurant or delivery plat-
form using the official App or 
website to check if the mes-
sage or call is real

PROTECT. If you shared 
money or personal infor-
mation with a scammer, act 
quickly. Contact your bank 
or card provider immediately 
to report the scam. Ask them 
to stop any transactions

IDCARE is Australia and 
New Zealand’s national 
identity and cyber support 
service.  It can help you 
make a plan (for free) to limit 
the damage. Call it on 1800 
595 160.

If scammers have stolen 
money from you, they often 
come back for more. Unfortu-
nately, 1 in 3 victims of a scam 
have been scammed more 
than once.

Scam alert: Food 
delivery scams

Road projects re-
ceived the largest 
amount of funding 

in the third quarter of Baw 
Baw Shire’s capital works 
program, followed by sports 
facilities and the Culture and 
Connection Precinct.

A total of 145 projects were 
listed on the program and 42 
(29 per cent) were completed 
by March 2026; 36 per cent 
were in the delivery phase, 15 
per cent were in the design 
phase and 16 per cent were 
in planning.

The total adopted budget 
and carryover was $46.5 mil-
lion; the total adjusted budget 
was $50.8 million. The fore-
cast expenditure to the end 
of the financial year was $32.7 
million, and the year-to-date 
actual expenditure (March 
2026) was $18.1 million.

“We secured some grant 
funding this quarter and 
there is still another $6 mil-
lion still awaiting announce-
ment,” Cr Paul Pratt said.

“But also, the commercial 
realities are clear, the under-
lying result show, the num-
bers show, a 10-million-dol-
lar deficit. 

“Our capital works deliv-
ery is only sitting at 36 per 
cent of the adjusted budget, 
and we are going to have 
to carry over $12 million of 
those works.”

Nine of 36 road projects 
were completed, with the 
total valued at $15.2 million. 
Of that, $2.7 million went 
to Thurlows Road, $1.5 
million to Darnum-Shady 
Creek Road, $1.3 million on 
the Black Spot Program at 
Sand Road/Princes Way, $1.1 
million on Old Sale Road, 
$3 million on Copelands 
Road and $1.2 million on the 
resealing program.

Another $2 million was 
spent on the bridge design 
for East West Road, Darnum 
and $1.5 million was allocat-
ed to 10 drainage projects, 
with two completed, and six 
in delivery.

Nine of 38 sports and 
recreation projects valued at 
$8.76 million were complet-
ed; with $1.9 million being 
spent on Western Park Oval 
two, $1.4 million on Downton 
Park Pavillion and $1.1M on 
water heating at the War-
ragul Leisure Centre.

More than $5.1 million 
went to stage one of the Baw 
Baw Culture and Connection 
Precinct project and more 
than $1.4 million was allocat-
ed to 19 other community fa-
cility projects, nine of which 
were completed.

$4.6 million is being spent 
on 11 projects for council fa-
cilities and operations, with 

$1.8 million on replacing 
plant, fleet and machinery 
and $2.1 million on replacing 
council IT systems.

Stage two and three of 
works at Commercial Place, 
Drouin were completed at a 
value of more than $1 million 
and the renewal and reloca-
tion of Queen Street public 
toilets in Warragul was allo-
cated $686,000, as part of 17 
town amenities projects.

A full audit and valuation 
of council’s public art col-
lection occurred alongside a 
refreshed Public Art Policy, 
and the development of a 
Civic Art Collection Policy, 
which was allocated $60,000.

Cr Brendan Kingwill ad-
vised Traf District news that 
there are works planned for 
Waterloo Road out front of 
the Holden museum and sale 
yard Road. 

“We are also doing foot-
path repairs in the CBD 
where the path has sunk and 
been patched. 

“We are planning a bike 
track in Willow Grove and 
new seating in Thorpdale.

“So, there are works 
planned that don’t necessari-
ly make a line on the budget,” 
said Cr Kingwill.

Source: The Warragul & 
Drouin Gazette

Road projects biggest 
winner in capital works 

program



Why compromise on the home you want, the space you need or the place you love?
At The Range, Trafalgar, generous lots give you the opportunity to build the home you’ve always imagined, without giving up 
the community you love or the lifestyle you’ve created. More space, more freedom and a place to make your own.

Stage 1 Now Selling. Lots from 619m²–840m², priced from $300,000.*

* Prices correct at time of publishing. Subject to change without notice.

Sales Office
21 School Road, Trafalgar VIC 3824
Open Saturday, Sunday, Wednesday 
11am - 5pm or by Appointment

For more information
www.therangetraf.com.auPeter Hopkins (Oliver Hume)  0483 906 140

Peter Heathcote (First National) 0488 024 172 

PROUDLY MARKETED BY

More space
to live your way

Premium Land Now Selling
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Did you know?
By Jared Smith

Have you ever no-
ticed there are 
more male ginger 

cats than females? 
What about tortoiseshell 

or calico cats; did you realise 
they seem to nearly always 
be female?

There are some inter-
esting genetics behind 
these colours.

Cats carry 19 pairs of chro-
mosomes, one copy from 
their mother and one from 
their father, making a total of 
38 chromosomes. 

One of these pairs is the 
sex chromosomes, which is 

what defines their physical 
sex features. 

Females have two X chro-
mosomes (XX), and males 
have a Y chromosome (XY). 

The Y chromosome is very 
short and contains a lot less 
genetic material than the 
X chromosome.

The ginger gene in cats is 
sex-linked, because it is car-
ried on the X chromosome. 

In a female cat which has 
two X chromosomes, she will 
need both of these to carry 
a ginger gene for this colour 
to appear.

In a male cat, he will only 
require his one X chromo-
some to have the ginger gene 
to get a ginger coat, because 
there is no correlating loca-
tion for a colour gene on the 
smaller Y chromosome.  

The chance of inheriting 
one copy of the ginger gene 
is much higher, which ex-
plains the higher frequency 
of ginger males.

If a female cat has one 
copy of the ginger gene, 
but the other chromosome 
carries a regular colour 
gene such as black, then her 
coat will be a mixture of the 

colours which is what gives 
the tortoiseshell pattern.

So by this reasoning, ‘all’ 
tortoiseshell cats are female. 

There is however a form of 
intersex variation where the 
cat may have an extra chro-
mosome XXY. 

These cats present with 
the physical feature of a male 
cat, but due to having the 
two copies of the X chromo-
some, it is also possible for 
them to have a tortoiseshell 
coat pattern.

October will be 
the last month 
at Trafalgar and 

Newborough for our vet Dr. 
Jonathan Ong.

He joined us almost 
four years ago in early 
2023 after graduating from 
Melbourne University.

Jono applied for a position 
after having previously com-
pleted a student placement 
with us during his study. 

He was keen to make the 
move into our region and 
discover the diverse world of 
mixed veterinary practice. 

He is extremely knowl-
edgeable, his practical skills 
developed quickly, and he 
was soon an integral part of 
our team.

Jono works hard, in a pro-
fession that comes with many 
stressful situations. 

He is always supportive 
of his vet and nursing col-
leagues and can maintain a 
sense of fun and light heart-
edness. This positive energy 
will be missed.

The time has come for him 
to consider what’s next, and 
Jono has decided to explore a 
more specialised career path. 

He will be returning to 
Melbourne to pursue a sur-
gical internship, and if this 
suits him well may study 
further towards becoming a 
specialist in future.

Thank you Jono, for all of 
your hard work and for being 
such a great part of our team. 
We wish you the best for your 
next chapter.

Trafalgar Vets farewell 
Dr. Jonathan Ong

Dr Jonathan Ong with a patient 



Home to all your artisan breads 
and pastries. Open 7 days a week

All banking Services, Bill Payments
All Sizes P O Boxes Available
Western Union, Foreign Currency 
& Money Order
And Most Post Services

34 Station St Thorpdale ph: 03 5634 6226

OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri - 9.00am to 5.00pm
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Meet the Locals - Ivan Blitz
An industrious life

Ivan Blitz’s story in-
volves outdoor ad-
ventures from early 

childhood, including camp-
ing with Aboriginal families 
on the Murray River, leading 
church and scout groups 
into the remote wilderness, 
and trekking Victoria’s 
high country.

His autobiography is a 
rollicking read of humorous 
anecdotes and his tireless 
passion for new projects, 
alongside his many and 
varied occupations.

Childhood
In the 1930s his family 

lived in East Malvern, along 
a dirt track through open 
paddocks. With a young 
neighbour, he explored the 
Ashburton forest and swam 
in Gardiner’s Creek, always 
with an avid interest in the 
tadpoles, yabbies, water 
rats, possums, wombats, 
and snakes.

And here began his enter-
prising outlook! 

By coincidence, a member 
of the Serum Laboratory De-
partment in Melbourne dis-
covered the hoard of snakes 
the kids had captured and 
stored in an old water tank. 

He offered them three 
pennies a snake which insti-
gated a mass search for more!

Then came the sale of 
water rats for tuppence each 
to another buyer.

A gift of three guinea pigs 
evolved into mass reproduc-
tion and sales at three pence 
each. 

Ivan rode his mother’s 
bike with a box load to Cam-
berwell market, along with 
white mice to follow. 

In school holidays he 
took the train to Red Cliffs 
on the Murray River, where 

his uncle farmed grapes and 
citrus fruits. 

A regular group of Ab-
originals from Wentworth 
became permanent workers 
and Ivan was able to play with 
their children. 

He was excited to often 
camp with this small group 
of Ngarrindjeri Aboriginals at 
Snaggy Bend and remembers 
eating kangaroo, emu, goan-
na, swan, duck, cockatoo, fish 
and crayfish.

He helped gather plants 
and learned how to make a 
fishnet with sticks and to 
catch ducks without scaring 
them off.

“We’d swim underwater 
with a hollow reed in our 
mouth and grab the duck’s 
feet to pull them under.”

This rough, survival style 
of life possibly led to his great 
liking for bush walking/ 
hiking and understanding of 
the outdoors.

Out working
Ivan left school after three 

days in grade 5 to work at a 
variety of jobs in the local 
grocery store.

Six years later, at 15, 
he was sent to Stokes and 
Sons in Brunswick to work 
with his father and brother, 
during which he was sent to 
Richmond Technical School 
to learn tool making and fit-
ting and turning.

Not liking the smelly 
machine oils, instead he fol-
lowed up on a ‘Boy Wanted’ 
sign at a nearby grocery store. 

Wanting to save up to buy 
a car, he took on three jobs 
– four hours early morning 
loading wire milk crates of 
bottled milk onto horse-
drawn carts at Clayton Dairy; 
the Moran & Cato Ltd grocery 
in Clayton during the day 
then four hours after dinner 

until midnight in Glen Hunt-
ly at Southern Bakeries.  

At 16 he earned his driv-
ing license at Berri in South 
Australia. 

His uncle Ivan found him a 
more lucrative and less hard-
working job driving a truck 
loaded with wine barrels to 
Queensland, then to return 
with a load of spirits. 

On the third return trip, 
some apparent friction devel-
oped between the tarp and 
the barrels. 

Passers-by alerted him 
to fire, which then led to the 
truck burning down and sub-
sequent grass fires. 

Needless to say, he was 
back with Moran & Cato 
after that!

Bush walking
The local minister intro-

duced a bush hike to Silvan 
Dam as an alternative to Sun-
day School ball games in the 
church hall. 

Considered boring and 
unpopular by most, Ivan per-
sisted with several others, 
who then discovered the Mel-
bourne Bush Walkers Club 
(also functioning as a search 
and rescue group).

This extra experience mo-
tivated Ivan to lead a two-day 
walk from Walhalla along the 
Alpine way, all that a junior 
member was allowed to do.

Next, 15 hikers, including 
the minister, accompa-
nied Ivan on the walk from 
Walhalla to Tom Grogin 
on a 21-day hike, with 
drums of provisions being 
parachute-dropped to var-
ious compass points along 
the way.

His strict rules were ad-
hered to and most enjoyed all 
the adventurous experiences 
and scenery.

From there and beyond 
around Victoria, Ivan also 
wandered about the bush 
alone, prospecting and 
eating rabbits!

Marriage, Family and 
Computers

Through a friend, he met 
his future wife, Florence.

They both lived with his 
parents in Coppin St, near 
Caulfield, until they’d saved 
enough money to buy a home.

Unlike his father, who 
mowed the lawns in a tie, hat 
and good clothes in case he 
was seen by the neighbours, 
Ivan embraced a series of real 
estate projects; always busy 
renovating and landscaping 
with native plants.

Believe it or not, he drove 
his new male relatives into 
the high country to admire 
the mountain ranges, driving 
his Morris Major along famil-
iar, steep walking tracks!

Ivan supported cubs then 
Oakleigh-Monash scouts 
with his son Darren, teach-
ing bushcraft, orienteering, 
night-hiking, caving, water 
safety etc. 

Walks centered around 
Powelltown, Warburton, 
Lederberg Gorge, Wombat 
State Forest, King Lake, Ca-
thedral Range, Bayles and 
Labertouche. 

Ranger Guides also 
became involved, helping 
them on to their Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards.

So too began Ivan’s in-
volvement with the Com-
modore 64 computers to 
store an inventory of Scout 
equipment. 

Fully committed, he be-
came president of the popu-
lar Melbourne-based Com-
modore 64 Club, designed 
and published their newslet-
ter and held a cupboard of 18 

drawers holding floppy discs 
of programs, repair manuals 
and games. 

This led to PCs about 
which he assisted teach-
ing computers to seniors 
at Monash University and 
business workers adapting 
to GST.

His own Hills 64 group 
continued until 2004, with 
a popular newsletter and 
information on how to repair 
their sick machines.

Ivan had so many fun sto-
ries about his working life, 
usually several jobs at a time, 
which included Tip Top Bak-
eries, driving the Mr. Whippy 
van, delivering Pict Frozen 
Foods, the Enuff Pet Food 
Company, Composite Buyers 
and reading water meters.

“During all my working 
life I was never out of work, 
even for a day. When I left one 
place of employment I imme-
diately went into the next the 
following day and was known 
to hold down more than one 
job at a time.”

Fish and firewood
Florence and Ivan turned 

the lane behind their Mt 
Waverley home into a series 
of goldfish ponds under the 
business name Pinewood 
Aquariums. 

There they raised 
thousands of healthy out-
door-bred fish to sell from 
the 12 glass display tanks in 
the garage. 

Cleverly, Ivan set up a 
glass tank in the foyer of 
the council building which 
he maintained for the 
community’s delight.

The family moved from 
Waverley to Blackburn, Bel-
grave and later Cockatoo, 
all homes requiring reno-
vations, additions and/or 
landscaping. 

Building gardens to fea-
ture native plants and habi-
tats was a priority and their 
new Cockatoo home built on 
bare land became a haven 
for wildlife surrounded by 
Mountain Ash trees.

On retirement, Ivan 
helped the shire workers 
clear roads and paths after 
storms, as well as using a 
powerful wood splitter he 
purchased to help neigh-
bours wanting to clear their 
own plots. 

Ivan’s next challenge to 
keep busy was to compile 
the Flood family tree for 
his sister-in-law, which 
continues to enlarge as his 
‘Big Tree’ with over 12,000 
different surnames!

Florence and Ivan spent 
time volunteering at the 
Warragul & District and 
Noojee & District historical 
societies, during which Ivan 
researched and wrote several 
booklets - ‘Noojee’ and ‘The 
Valley of Tressles’.

Since 2016, Ivan and Flor-
ence have been sharing an 
acreage and home at Trafal-
gar East with Darren’s family. 

The eradication of black-
berries along Mosquito 
Creek, a driveway of aga-
panthus plus pine trees and 
ragwort, and rejuvenation 
of the paddock grass has de-
veloped alongside Darren’s 
fencing business.

At the time of interview, 
Ivan reflected fondly on his 
early life, when people looked 
out for each other.

His walking was confined 
to the local tracks and deliv-
ering Traf District News, a 
job that kept him in contact 
with the local community.

By Judy Bishop
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Discover the St Joseph’s 
difference at Trafalgar

TEACHING EXCELLENCE
• Small class sizes
• Evidence-based literacy and numeracy instruction
• Additional specialist learning intervention in every class
• Specialist Programs in Art, Music and Japanese
• Quality teaching for all learners

NURTURING EVERY CHILD’S POTENTIAL
• A faith-based education with a focus on developing the whole child – mind, body, heart and hands
• Everyone is welcome at our school
• School Counsellor to support individual student wellbeing

SPACE TO GROW
•  Extensive playground and sporting facilities,                                                                                                    

cubbies and vegie garden
•  Comfortable, fresh and inviting                                                                                                                  

learning spaces

SCHOOL-WIDE VALUES

Respect

Resilience

Inclusive

Team work

Contact us for a 
tour or enrolment on 

Ph: 03 5633 1151
58 Waterloo Road Trafalgar

www.trafalgar.catholic.edu.au
Not for profit organisation

                      AFFORDABLE, 
                  QUALITY 
              EDUCATION
          If you have a 
       Health Care Card, 
     your school fees        
    are as low as
   $520 
   per year

It's not too late
to secure your

enrolment for 2027
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I’m really excited to say 
the Traf BMX track 
upgrades are now 

complete and open for the 
community to enjoy.

I know this has been a 
highly anticipated project, 
and plenty of local riders have 
been keen to see it finished. 

I had the chance to get 
out there last month to have 
a look, and the new facilities 
are looking great.

The track has had a 
complete regrade, with the 
jumps, straights and berms 
reshaped and improved. 

The aim is to provide a 
safer, faster and, most impor-
tantly, more enjoyable riding 
experience for riders of all 
ages and skill levels.

It’s a $22,000 investment 
and another example of 
Council supporting local 
sport and active recreation.

So, if you haven’t been 
down to check it out yet, get 
down there and give it a go!

There’s also been some 
really good progress on the 
Westbury Community Hub, 
which will transform the old 
Westbury Tennis Clubrooms 
into a useful community 
space for local residents 
and groups.

This project started with 
community discussions 
back in March 2025, and 
since then Council has been 
able to pull together funding 
from the 2025/26 Capital 
Works Budget, a Councillor 
“Can Do” Fund allocation 
and a successful Tiny Towns 
Program grant.

A lot has already been 
completed, including an ac-
cessible modular toilet, elec-
trical works, a new accessible 
path and ramp, water supply 
upgrades, new gutters and 
stormwater infrastructure, 
along with general mainte-
nance to the building.

The final piece of the 
puzzle is replacing the septic 
system, which is being fund-
ed through the Tiny Towns 
grant. 

Council is currently final-
ising the contractor arrange-
ments, with work expected to 
start shortly.

I think this is a great exam-
ple of what can happen when 
Council, the community and 

grant funding work together 
to deliver better facilities for 
our smaller communities.

The footpath on the cor-
ner of Princess Hwy and Con-
tingent St should be repaired 
by the time of publishing. 

This area has been a thorn 
in my side from day one of 
being a Councilor. 

It has caused much grief 
for some residents and visi-
tors and now we can finally 
get it repaired. 

We saw a massive week-
end in Trafalgar when the 
Peter Brock day at the Hold-
en Museum collided with the 
EDFL Grand finale. 

Congratulations to all the 
winners. 

As always, if there’s some-
thing happening in Trafalgar, 
Yarragon or our surrounding 
communities that you think 
I should know about, please 
get in touch.

Councillor Comments
By Brendan Kingwill

By Carol Monson

At the Baw Baw 
Arts Alliance’s 
Station Gallery in 

Yarragon, there is always a 
creatively different and in-
viting exhibition in the main 
section of the gallery. 

During September, a 
number of mixed media 
artists combined their con-
siderable talents to present a 
range of very different works 
that come under the heading 
of Mixed Media. 

Works that combined 
paint and collage, scraps of 
fabric, beads, pieces of text 

from old books, scraps of 
sheet music were on display. 

If it can be glued on to a 
surface mixed media artists 
will use it at some stage. 

A recent official opening 
of this exhibition attracted 
a wide range of ages who en-
joyed a few words about the 
works from leaders of the 
mixed media groups in the 
Arts Alliance, Deb Churchill 
and Ingrid Thomas. 

Both said it was a wonder-
ful opportunity for some art-
ists, who had never exhibit-
ed, to see their work hanging 
on a gallery wall. 

If you have an interest in 
this form of art check out the 
group on Wednesday from 
10am to 12pm in Artspace 1 at 
Trafalgar Railway Station. 

Two more groups operate 
from the VRI Hall Wednes-
day from 6:30 to 8:30pm 
or on Thursday from 10am 
to 12:30pm.

A very popular form of 
art that attracts many to the 
Arts Alliance creative groups 
is mosaics which takes place 
at Artspace 2 at Trafalgar 
Railway Station on Thurs-
day morning from 10:15am 
to 3:30pm.

If you miss this time slot 
you will be welcome on the 
second Saturday of every 

month in the same space 
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.

During the month of 
October, the work of dedi-
cated mosaic artists along-
side beginners’ work will 
be exhibited in the Station 
Gallery Yarragon.

Cheryl Cook, a recognised 
‘Master’ felter and user of nat-
ural dyes, will have her most 
recent work displayed ‘On 
the Wall’, during October in 
the Yarragon Railway Station.

Both exhibitions are being 
officially opened at 2:00pm 
on Saturday, 3 October, at the 
Station Gallery.

This is a free event.
One of the more recent 

ventures by the Arts Alli-
ance is the open invitation 
to members of the public 
to participate in free Art 
activities at the VRI Hall in 
Queen Street, Warragul, on 
the third Saturday morning 
of each month.

The October invitation 
however is for the vibrant 
‘De-Stash Market’ on Sat-
urday 17 October from 9am 
to 1pm.

This timeslot also pro-
vides you with a chance of 
visiting the first Baw Baw 
Arts and Makers Market for 
the Summer season, 2026 to 
2027 in the TAFE Car Park 
next door to the VRI.

Baw Baw Arts Alliance 
hosts October exhibitions

Westbury Tennis Club

Janine Richardson at a pre-
vious De-Stash Market in the 
VRI Hall, Warragul

St John’s Parish is 
located on Waterloo 
road, adjacent to the 

Ashby Street Railway cross-
ing and has a long history in 
the area. 

It encompasses Trafalgar, 
Yarragon, Thorpdale, Nar-
racan, Childers and Willow 
Grove.  

Mass was first celebrated 
in Trafalgar by Rev. Father 
Hegarty in 1880.

As a timber church, St 
John’s, was built in Trafal-
gar in 1890 and St Jarlath’s 
church in Yarragon was built 
in 1900. 

The present brick War 
Memorial church was built 
in 1954.  

Recently in 2020-2022 ex-
tensive repairs were carried 
out on this church with new 
concrete flooring, heating, 
carpet and sound system in-
stalled, financed by the pub-
lic and a diocesan loan.  

The community assis-
tance in helping restore 
the church was wonderful 
evidence of the importance 

placed upon it by the district 
which it continues to serve. 

St Jarlath’s, Yarragon, is 
also undergoing repairs and 
maintenance to enable this 
lovely 126-year-old place of 
worship to continue to be 
used by future generations. 

Our present parish priest 
is Father Bernard Buckley 
VG and he is supported by a 
Parish Pastoral Council and a 
finance committee. 

All parishes across the 
Diocese of Sale have been 
working on a pastoral plan 
to guide their mission and 
priorities over the next five 
years. 

A goal we are focusing on 
is to build an Inclusive and 
welcoming Church.  

St John’s Parish aims to be 
a welcoming community that 
radiates acceptance, hope, 
and support for all people, 
especially those in need.  

We hope to do this by en-
couraging gatherings open to 
all in our community. 

At present, a social gath-
ering is a morning tea held in 

the Parish centre on Waterloo 
Road, on the second Friday of 
the month at 10:30am and 
anyone is welcome to enjoy a 
free cuppa and chat. 

We invite families to par-
ticipate in special celebra-
tions, including Christmas 
and Easter events.

The community gathers at 
6pm on Saturday at St John’s 
and 10am on Sunday at St 
Jarlath’s, Yarragon, where ev-
eryone, indeed, is welcome. 

To find out more about 
St John’s Parish visit  www.
stjohnstrafalgar.com.au.

St Johns Parish Trafalgar 
invites new members

Parish Priest Fr. Bernard 
Buckley VG



OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 

Sat 9am-12pm 

Phone 03 5634 2500
Shop 3, 101 Princes Highway 

Yarragon, 3823

Traditional Old Fashioned 
Pharmacy Service.  

Blood Pressure Monitoring 
Webster Packing  

NDSS Outlet

Free wax removal with
microsuction for

Pensioners and Seniors

(03) 5633 2986 5 Contingent St, Trafalgar

(03) 5633 2986

Director / Audiologist
BA GDipPsych MCAud AAudA
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St Joseph’s Primary 
School, Trafalgar, 
has proudly em-

braced the message of this 
year’s Bullying. No Way: Na-
tional Week of Action, with 
students and staff coming to-
gether to promote kindness, 
inclusion and respect.

The 2026 theme, “Small 
Acts. BIG IMPACT,” encour-
ages everyone to recognise 
that even the smallest 
positive actions can make 
a significant difference in 
creating safe and supportive 
school communities.

On Monday, students  par-
ticipated in the Kids Help-
line’s Largest Anti-Bullying 

Lesson, joining thousands 
of students across Australia, 
learning about the impor-
tance of standing up against 
bullying and supporting 
one another.

On Tuesday, St Joseph’s 
dedicated Stand Up Project 
(SUP) Leaders delivered the 
next lesson in the school’s 
anti-bullying program.

The Stand Up Project em-
powers students to become 
upstanders rather than by-
standers, helping build safer 
and more inclusive school 
communities through peer-
led leadership and anti-bul-
lying training. 

Students were encour-
aged to wear purple, a warm 
and inclusive colour, to raise 
awareness and show support 
for this important message. 

St Joseph’s has enthusias-
tically embraced this initia-
tive and recently purchased 
bright hot pink caps and sun 
hats for its ten SUP Leaders.

Easily identifiable in the 
school yard, the leaders wear 
the distinctive hats so that 
fellow students know who 
they can approach for sup-
port, guidance, or assistance 
during playtimes.

Principal Patricia Mul-
queen said the school is 
excited about the positive 

impact the Stand Up Project 
is having on students.

“We are very proud of our 
SUP Leaders and the exam-
ple they set for others.

By empowering students 
to support one another, we 
are creating a stronger cul-
ture of kindness, inclusion 
and respect throughout our 
school community.”

As National Week of Ac-
tion reminds us, small acts 
of kindness and courage can 
have a big impact, and St 
Joseph’s Trafalgar is com-
mitted to ensuring every 
student feels safe, supported 
and valued.

Small acts, big impact at St Joseph’s Trafalgar

School purchased hot pink Stand Up Project hats so lead-
ers can be easily identifiable on the yard to help and support 
younger students

St Joseph’s School, 
Trafalgar, recently 
celebrated Father’s 

Day with a wonderful morn-
ing of community, gratitude, 
and fun.

The day began with a 
delicious BBQ breakfast, 
where dads enjoyed bacon 
and egg sandwiches with 
their children.

Following breakfast, stu-
dents and guests attended a 
special Father’s Day liturgy, 

organised by Mr Will Troy, 
giving thanks for the import-
ant role that fathers, grandfa-
thers, and father figures play 
in the lives of our students. 

Through prayer, reflec-
tions, and songs the school 
community celebrated the 
love, guidance and support 
these special people provide.

Afterwards, the dads 
joined students back in their 
classrooms for a range of 

activities, including card 
games and craft.

St Joseph’s would like to 
thank all the fathers and spe-
cial guests who attended and 
helped make the celebration 
such a memorable occasion.

St Joseph’s celebrates fathers 
and special role models

Enjoying card games together during the day
Celebrating Father’s Day to-
gether at school

Students and staff at 
St Joseph’s Catho-
lic School recently 

came together to celebrate 
R U OK? Day, promoting the 
importance of checking in on 
the wellbeing of others.

The school’s Year 6 Stu-
dent Leaders embraced the 
occasion by dressing up in 
bright yellow novelty cos-
tumes and visiting every 
classroom to share the im-
portant message behind R U 
OK? Day.

Through fun and en-
gaging conversations, they 
encouraged students to look 
out for one another and to 
start meaningful conversa-
tions with friends who may 
need support.

Students also enjoyed a 
special tasting activity featur-
ing an array of yellow fruits 
and vegetables, including 
bananas, golden kiwi fruit, 
pineapple, yellow capsicum 
and even sour lemons. 

As a special treat, every-
one was rewarded with a 
yellow banana lolly.

The wellbeing theme 
continued in the staffroom, 
where staff enjoyed a selec-
tion of yellow-themed morn-
ing tea treats. 

Beautiful yellow flowers 
displayed throughout the 
school served as a cheerful 
reminder of the day’s mes-
sage: a simple conversation 
can make a big difference.

The message was clear for 
all at St Joseph’s: ask, listen 
and show you care. 

St Joseph’s School spreads 
the R U OK? message

Grade 6 leaders celebrate R U OK? Day



Celebrate  
Senior’s Month  
in style 

Find your 
rhythm.

Enjoy our Senior’s Events alongside  
our friendly Trafalgar Encore Retirement 
Living Residents this October 

Morning Melodies & 
Sausage Sizzle
Free Event Tuesday 13th Oct  
from 11am 

U & I Fashion  
Parade 
Tuesday 20th Oct  
from 10:30am

RSVP  
1800 362 673 
encoreliving.com.au
2 Flagship Drive, 
Trafalgar 

Images for illustrative purposes only. EL225921Images for illustrative purposes only. EL225921
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At the August annual 
general meeting, 
it was with great 

pleasure that president, John 
Weymouth, presented Glenys 
Ralls with a life membership 
of the Trafalgar & District 
Historical Society. 

Glenys has been a member 
of the society since its incep-
tion in 1985, and for the last 
35 years, has held the posi-
tion of treasurer. 

Although retired as trea-
surer, Glenys will continue 
in her role recording the 
Changing Faces of Trafalgar 

and distributing the society’s 
Gazette. 

Sue Battye has kindly ac-
cepted the treasurer’s job.

In other society news, 
new members are always 
welcome, and with frequent 
donations of artifacts and 
memorabilia, the cataloguing 
of the collection is on-going. 

Working bees are held 
each Friday from 2 till 4 pm. 
Further information can be 
found on the back page of 
our Gazette (available at the 
newsagency or Post Office) or 
by calling Jean on 5633 1960.

Glenys Ralls 
awarded life 
membership

Life membership for Glenys Ralls, presented by John Weymouth

October is shaping 
up to be the biggest 
and most exciting 

month of the year at the 
Trafalgar Holden Museum, 
with volunteers looking for-
ward to welcoming Holden 
enthusiasts from across Aus-
tralia for the annual Route 69 
Cruise Day.

This year’s event will be 
held on Sunday, 18 October, 
celebrating 69 years of Hold-
en-made cars in Australia.

Once again, the museum 
is thrilled to have the very 
last VF Commodore Police 
Car lead the cruise. 

It will be an incredible 
sight as this significant piece 
of Holden history heads an 
array of classic and modern 
Holdens through the roads 
of Gippsland.

Holden owners travel 
from all over Australia to 
take part in Route 69 Cruise, 
sharing their stories, memo-
ries, and passion for the icon-
ic Australian marque with 
fellow enthusiasts.

The museum itself is a cel-
ebration of that history.

Visitors are often sur-
prised to discover just how 
much more there is to Hold-
en’s story than cars. 

For many years, Holden 
was involved in a wide range 
of products and industries 
before becoming one of 
Australia’s most famous 
car manufacturers.

With close to 100 vehicles 
on display, thousands of 
other Holden-related items 
and new displays being added 
regularly, there is always 

something new to discover at 
the museum.

On Route 69 Cruise Day, 
the museum will be open 
from 10am, with the 69km 
scenic cruise departing 
at 1pm and taking drivers 
through the beautiful Gipps-
land countryside. 

Entry to the museum 
and the event is just $20, 

with food options available 
throughout the day.

Whether you own a Hold-
en, grew up with one, or 
simply have a fond memory 
of the cars that helped shape 
Australian motoring, Route 
69 Cruise Day promises to 
be a memorable day for the 
whole family.

Route 69 Cruise Day at 
Trafalgar Holden Museum

By Anne Schembri

Route 69 Cruise over the Blue Rock Dam wall

The Lions Club of 
Trafalgar aims to 
support many local 

community groups and Lions 
Charitable Foundations.  

This can be done by ac-
tivities such as providing 
a BBQ for the residents of 
Andrews House, organis-
ing the local Junior Public 

Speaking Awards or giving 
financial donations.

In the last financial year, 
the Club donated a total of 
$34,158. 

Nearly all this money was 
raised by conducting the 
annual Swap Meet, holding 
BBQs, the sale of wood to IGA, 
catering, raffles and the sale 
of Lions Christmas Cakes 
and Mints.

These activities are possi-
ble due to the voluntary work 
of our members. 

Volunteers enjoy fellow-
ship and the knowledge 
that they are serving their 
community.  

The Club is always pre-
pared to welcome new mem-
bers to help achieve its aims.

Why do Trafalgar Lions fundraise?

 

LIONS CLUB OF TRAFALGAR INC. 
 

  We’ve proudly supported these groups & organisa5ons over  
  the past year with funds raised from our ac5vi5es: 

 

Trafalgar Public Hall 
Trafalgar Youth Resource Centre 

Trafalgar Cubs and Scouts 
Trafalgar Junior Cricket Club 

Trafalgar Junior Football Club 
Trafalgar Boxing Gym 
Trafalgar Bowls Club 

Traf District News 
Trafalgar Historical Society 

Trafalgar High School Awards 
Primary School Awards – Trafalgar, St Josephs, Narracan & Thorpdale 

Russ Turner ApprenIce Encouragement Award 
BeKermentall Together Health & Wellbeing, Trafalgar 

Andrews House Community Aged Care 
Longwarry Lions Food Relief Program 

Olivia’s Place pregnancy and early parenIng support, Gippsland 
Baw Baw L2P 

Lifeline Gippsland 
McGrath FoundaIon 

Lions Bushfire & Flood Relief Appeals 
Lions Need for Feed 

Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research FoundaIon 
Lions Eye Health Program Australia 

Lions Ride for Sight - Centre for Eye Research Australia, Melbourne 
Lions Camp Licola - youth camps 

Lions Cord Blood FoundaIon - suppor9ng the Cord Blood Bank in overcoming blood cancers  
(leukaemia) and other blood disorders that require a stem cell transplant. 

Lions House - Heidelberg Repatria9on Hospital accommoda9on 
Australian Lions Children’s Mobility FoundaIon – mobility aids for children. 

Australian Lions Assistance Dogs 
Lions Australia Diabetes FoundaIon 

Lions Prostate Cancer Research & Treatment Project 
Lions Alzheimer’s FoundaIon 

Lions Wellbeing FoundaIon - drug & alcohol awareness 
Victorian Lions FoundaIon - medical projects 

Lions Clubs InternaIonal FoundaIon - disaster relief 
OperaIon Smile Australia - reconstruc9ve surgery for facial deformi9es. 

 

Would you like to have fun and friendship while doing something meaningful 
supporting our community and other worthy causes? Our members are  

ageing and we need more capable people to help with our projects. 
 

Scan the QR code above to contact us through Facebook or call 0468 761 186 
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LIONS CLUB OF TRAFALGAR INC. 
 

  We’ve proudly supported these groups & organisa5ons over  
  the past year with funds raised from our ac5vi5es: 

 

Trafalgar Public Hall 
Trafalgar Youth Resource Centre 

Trafalgar Cubs and Scouts 
Trafalgar Junior Cricket Club 

Trafalgar Junior Football Club 
Trafalgar Boxing Gym 
Trafalgar Bowls Club 

Traf District News 
Trafalgar Historical Society 

Trafalgar High School Awards 
Primary School Awards – Trafalgar, St Josephs, Narracan & Thorpdale 

Russ Turner ApprenIce Encouragement Award 
BeKermentall Together Health & Wellbeing, Trafalgar 

Andrews House Community Aged Care 
Longwarry Lions Food Relief Program 

Olivia’s Place pregnancy and early parenIng support, Gippsland 
Baw Baw L2P 

Lifeline Gippsland 
McGrath FoundaIon 

Lions Bushfire & Flood Relief Appeals 
Lions Need for Feed 

Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research FoundaIon 
Lions Eye Health Program Australia 

Lions Ride for Sight - Centre for Eye Research Australia, Melbourne 
Lions Camp Licola - youth camps 

Lions Cord Blood FoundaIon - suppor9ng the Cord Blood Bank in overcoming blood cancers  
(leukaemia) and other blood disorders that require a stem cell transplant. 

Lions House - Heidelberg Repatria9on Hospital accommoda9on 
Australian Lions Children’s Mobility FoundaIon – mobility aids for children. 

Australian Lions Assistance Dogs 
Lions Australia Diabetes FoundaIon 

Lions Prostate Cancer Research & Treatment Project 
Lions Alzheimer’s FoundaIon 

Lions Wellbeing FoundaIon - drug & alcohol awareness 
Victorian Lions FoundaIon - medical projects 

Lions Clubs InternaIonal FoundaIon - disaster relief 
OperaIon Smile Australia - reconstruc9ve surgery for facial deformi9es. 

 

Would you like to have fun and friendship while doing something meaningful 
supporting our community and other worthy causes? Our members are  

ageing and we need more capable people to help with our projects. 
 

Scan the QR code above to contact us through Facebook or call 0468 761 186 

Fundraising BBQ at the Homo Sweet Homo Market at the Tra-
falgar Public Hall.  From the left  Glenn Rodda, Pauline Wheller, 
David Gibbs, Mike Hornby and Lyn Gibbs
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Remember When…
Compiled by Jean Huffer from newspapers held by Trafalgar & District Historical Society

The Trafalgar and 
Yarragon News
Thursday,  7 October 1926.
Perhaps not.
But they will learn.

Great Britain is es-
sentially free trade. 
The word protec-

tion is abhorrent to them.
In recent years there 

has been a new aspect to 
this policy.

This has arisen through 
the altered commercial rela-
tionship to the Dominions, 
especially Australia. 

This country is the best 
customer Great Britain has in 
the world, except, of course, 
her home folk. 

Now the position so far 
as Australia is concerned, is 
that we give a solid prefer-
ence to Britain over foreign 
countries through our tariff. 
Britain, being free trade, does 
not give a quid pro quo. 

Australia’s exports are for 
the greatest part foodstuffs, 
and in this our producers 
have to compete in open mar-
ket against the cheap labour 
of all foreigners. 

With a view to the adop-
tion of a system of reciproc-
ity, there have been confer-
ences between statesmen of 
the two countries.

It is common logic that 
Australia cannot afford to 
penalise her producers by 
British preference and sell at 
world’s bedrock. 

The “old country” will 
have to adopt a fair attitude. 
Thursday, 14 October, 1926
Tonight. Trafalgar R.S.L 
Re-union 

A cordial invitation is 
extended to all ex-service 

men to attend the Trafalgar 
branch of the Returned Sol-
diers’ League reunion smoke 
night in the Memorial Hall 
this Thursday evening at 
eight o’clock.

The branch intends to 
make this an annual affair, 
and it is anticipated that dis-
trict men will “fall in” with 
the idea.

Invitations have been 
accepted by neighbouring 
branches. Representatives 
of the state executive will at-
tend, including the recently 
appointed organizer. 

The Honorable Secretary, 
Mr W. Kirkwood, and his 
committee have arranged a 
good program, and an enjoy-
able time is assured. 

During the evening, the 
opportunity will be taken 
to explain the intentions 
of the League in regard to 
soldier settlement.

 The present unsatisfacto-
ry position is causing grave 
concern, and some action 
is necessary.

 This is, of course, only one 
phase of the League’s work, 
and other aspects will also be 
dealt with.

 But the position of soldier 
settlers has a direct interest 
for most of the members, and 
the public too, in this district.
Thursday,  21 October, 1926. 
Round Australia. 
Trafalgar residents back  
Lengthy tour ends. 

From Trafalgar to 
Adelaide, thence to Dar-
win through Western 
Queensland. (Much of the 
area unexplored), to Bris-
bane, Sydney, thence via 

the Princes’ Highway back 
to Trafalgar.

 This is the tour which 
was undertaken by the Rev-
erend G. Prickett and Mr T. 
McCrorey of Trafalgar and 
concluded this Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The lengthy journey was 
undertaken per motor car, 
and considering the many 
unavoidable difficulties en-
countered, there was very 
little car trouble. 

The travellers enjoyed the 
trip but were pleased to be 
back home.
Thursday, 28  October 2, 
1926
Well done.
Bushfire relief work.

On Friday, members of the 
Cabinet Bushfire Relief Com-
mittee and the Lord Mayor’s 
Fund completed a tour of the 
areas which were swept by 
fire last summer.

They met the people of Hill 
End and Fumina at the local 
hall. Among those present 
was Mr W. Mitchell, whose 
wife was burnt to death in 
the bushfire….

Mr Mitchell has been 
about 45 years in Victoria and 
has been a prominent settler 
of the Ridge Fuminafor over 
30 years…. 

Commendation of the 
work of the Central Commit-
tee was expressed by Messrs 
Robbins, Burridge and Rog-
ers of the Moe Committee, 
who had charge for the relief 
at Fumina, 

Mr Burridge remark-
ing that the Cabinet and 
Lord Mayor’s relief com-
mittees had carried out an 

extremely difficult job in a 
very satisfactory manner.

The Trafalgar News
Wednesday, 6  October  1976
Shire rates: 11.25 cents in 
the dollar

Narracan Shire ratepayers 
will pay rates based on 11.25 
cents in the dollar on net an-
nual value this financial year. 

This figure was arrived 
at by the shire council at its 
annual estimates meeting 
last Friday.

The rate has dropped 
by 13.75 cents on last year’s 
figure, which serves to high-
light the fact the property 
valuations in the shire have 
increased by an average of 
140 percent.

A value was last made six 
years ago. 

Shire Secretary Mr W. 
Nelson said today some rate-
payers who may have been 
lightly treated in the previ-
ous valuation would find the 
latest increase pretty hefty. 

Others would not be so 
badly off, he said.

The Trafalgar News
Wednesday,  12 October, 1976
Get onto those tags. 

From January the 1st next 
year, cattle over six months 
of age, not marked with reg-
istered tail tags, will not be 
eligible for sale or entry into 
an abattoir.

Traf News
October 2016 
Closed two of Trafalgar’s 
oldest Organisation
Frank Gridley. 

The Trafalgar drop-in 
day centre and Trafalgar 
Senior Citizens Inc., two of 
Trafalgar’s oldest community 
organisations, have ceased to 
continue from July 2016. The 
drop-in day centre of Trafal-
gar, Didcot, or soup and sand-
wich, as it was affectionately 
named, began in Trafalgar 
some 45 years ago. Originally 
the Didcot organised every 
Tuesday to provide finance 
for the creation of Andrews 
House. Didcot donated many 
thousands of dollars to local 
community organisations 

from a simple soup and 
sandwich lunch, also a game 
of cards or carpet bowls and 
afternoon tea.

Blooms Fashion Time 
Again. The Catholic Wom-
en’s League is once again 
hosting a Blooms Fashions 
Morning. So come along and 
have fun and great company 
and morning tea on the 21st 
of October at 10:30 a.m. at 
St John’s Parish Centre, Wa-
terloo Road. Admission: five 
dollars plus raffle.
Bloom’s Fashion Time 
Again. 

The Catholic Women’s 
League is once again hosting 
a Blooms Fashions Morn-
ing. So come along and have 
fun and great company and 
morning tea on the 21st of 
October at 10:30 a.m. at St 
John’s Parish Centre, Wa-
terloo Road. Admission: five 
dollars plus raffle.

Note: The Historical So-
ciety is trialling the use of 
AI assisted transcription in 
the creation of these arti-
cles. All work is verified to 
ensure accuracy.
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Trafalgar & District 
Probus club is 
marking a signif-

icant milestone in 2026 as 
Probus celebrates 50 years of 
connection, friendship and 
community across Australia. 

While the world has 
changed, the importance 
of people coming together 
has not.

Founded in Australia in 
1976, Probus has grown into 
a network of social clubs 

that bring people together 
through shared interests and 
regular activities. 

Today, Probus supports 
more than 90,000 members 
across 1300 clubs throughout 
Australia, with each club re-
flecting the unique character 
of its local community. 

Our monthly meeting in 
Trafalgar will be held on 1 Oc-
tober at the Community Hub 

in Ashby Street and anyone is 
welcome to come along. 

 Our club was established 
in 1993 and has been pro-
viding a social network for 
people seeking connection, 
friendship and shared activ-
ities for 33 years.  

We are casting our minds 
back fifty years and dress-
ing in seventies style. Our 

meeting will finish with a 
BBQ lunch.

During the month our 
state celebrates Victorian Se-
niors Festival and in Seniors 
week, 3 – 11 October, there 
will be free public transport.

To mark the 50th anniver-
sary of Probus in Australia, a 
celebration hosted by Probus 
Club of Traralgon will take 
place in Morwell. 

It will include afternoon 
tea, musical entertainment 
and featuring guest speaker 
John Gardner, author of the 
Dunny Man. (John was our 
guest speaker in Trafalgar, 
earlier this year and is very 
funny and entertaining.) 

This will be on 29 October 
at 2pm, at Kernot Hall in 
Morwell.  Free buses will run 
from Trafalgar, Sale and Tr-
aralgon. Cost is $20 per head. 

Anyone that is retired or 
semi-retired and interested 
in learning more about Pro-
bus are welcome to attend 
Our Celebration. 

Phone 0428 366 732 for 
more information.

The benefits of Probus 
have been widely recognised 
by all levels of government 
as well as the Governor Gen-
eral of Australia highlighting 
the significant contribution 
Probus makes to the lives of 
older Australians. 

Each Probus club is run by 
its members and offers activi-
ties tailored to local interests, 
from social gatherings and 
outings, to guest speakers 
and community involvement.

Trafalgar & District Probus Club 
celebrates 50 years of Probus

By Glenda Mynard

 Lesley Abernethy receives her 10 year pin New member,  Dawn Thomas is welcomed into the club by vice president Barb Butterworth
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CELEBRATE AN INSPIRING TRAFALGAR CITIZEN
TRAFALGAR CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD

NOMINEE’S DETAILS: (Details of the person you are nominating. Please provide as much information as possible)

Title:                      (Mr, Mrs, etc.)  FIRST NAME:                                		                   SURNAME:

Street/postal address:

Contact number:                                         		                 Email: 
If you are nominating more than one person, please complete a separate nomination form for each nominee

TRAFALGAR CITIZEN OF THE YEAR CATEGORIES: (Please select the appropriate category)

          Citizen of the Year award                     Youth Citizen of the Year award (aged 25 years and younger)

SELECTION CRITERIA:
Explain how your nominee’s actions have inspired you and contributed significantly to our community.  This could 
be through their voluntary community contribution, work or a combination of these.

1.	 Word file: complete the selection criteria at the end of this document

2.	 Hardcopy: Attach separate A4 sheet(s) of paper 

PLEASE ADDRESS EACH OF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA IN YOUR NOMINATION:
1.	 The role(s) or area(s) the nominee has excelled
2.	 How the nominee has demonstrated service worthy of recognition
3.	 The impact of the nominee’s contribution on the Trafalgar community in a particular field(s) or group(s)
4.	 The period of time the nominee has made that commitment to the Trafalgar community If possible, include 

dates of service.
5.	 How this person stands out from others
6.	 Has the nominee’s contribution been recognised elsewhere (e.g., in the media, by other awards, professional/

interest groups or through local government)?

All of these criteria must be addressed to ensure a proper appraisal of your nomination 
NOTES:
•	 The nominee must be, amongst other things, a resident within, or contributes to the community of, the 3824 postcode – see Rules of 

Entry for all rules
•	 The judges may seek additional information from the nominator at their discretion

NOMINATOR’S DETAILS: (Please complete your details)

Title:                      (Mr, Mrs, etc.)  FIRST NAME:                                		                   SURNAME:

Street/postal address:

Contact number:                                         		                 Email: 

GUARDIAN’S DETAILS: If you are nominating someone for the Youth Citizen of the Year, please have their guard-
ian agree to the nomination by completing their details

Title:                      (Mr, Mrs, etc.)  FIRST NAME:                                		                   SURNAME:

Street/postal address:

Contact number:                                         		                 Email: 

WHERE TO SEND THE NOMINATION:
Send the completed nomination and supporting details to either:
•	 Email: trafcoty@gmail.com OR
•	 Post: Trafalgar Citizen of the Year, TCDA, P.O. Box 70, Trafalgar 3824
No other methods of lodging the form are accepted.

Applications close on 31 October this year. 
The award winners will be announced next year on 26 January.

Rules of Entry:
•	 Nominations must be received by 

5pm on 31 October this year
•	 Nominees will be judged on ac-

tions and contributions made that 
have had a significant impact on 
the Trafalgar community (includ-
ing all areas within 3824 postcode)

•	 Nominations must be the original 
work of the author and be factu-
ally correct to the best of the au-
thor’s knowledge.  The author may 
obtain information from other 
people in the preparation of the 
nomination

•	 Nominees must be an Australian 
citizen or permanent resident 
of Australia and be a resident, or 
contributes to the community, 
within the 3824 postcode

•	 Nominees are not restricted by 
age except for the Youth award 
which is open to all young people 
under the age of 25 years as at 31 
October this year.  All other Rules 
apply to Youth award nominees

•	 The winner (or their guardian) 
of the Youth Citizen of the Year 
award will be required to produce 
a birth certificate if considered 
necessary

•	 A successful nominee can only 
receive the award on one occasion

•	 All nominations (including any 
supporting documentation) be-
come the property of the COTY 
committee

•	 The final judging of nominations 
will be conducted by a panel of 
judges appointed by the COTY 
committee

•	 If the judges consider there are no 
suitable nominees in either cat-
egory, no award will be made for 
that category

•	 The judges’ decision is final and 
no correspondence will be en-
tered into

•	 Details of nominations of award 
winners may be published in lo-
cal newspapers and in local media 
such as radio, etc

•	 Each nominator assures the COTY 
committee that it is the owner of 
the information in the nomina-
tions and has not breached any 
person’s rights, including copy-
right

•	 By lodging this nomination, the 
nominator: agrees to the above 
rules; and if it is a nomination of 
the Youth of the Year award, by 
completing the guardian’s details, 
the nominator has received the 
consent of the guardian for the 
youth to be nominated

(Nominator’s signature)			   (Date)

Scan here 
for online 
applications:



Free to a good home
(or will accept Coopers stubbies)

6 inch Newtonian telescope
• Home made - Bronze, Fibre glass, Stainless steel
• ½ wave mirror optics, 1200 mm FL, Barlow lens for 

moon work, range of eyepieces, sky atlases etc
• Needs new mount (in plastic, metal or timber - 

possible intergenerational project)

Neil  0490 486 882
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It is a common miscon-
ception that leaving 
someone a nominal 

sum of money in your Will 
means they cannot make a 
claim against your estate. 
This is not necessarily 
the case.

In Victoria, certain el-
igible persons may make 
a family provision claim 
against an estate under Part 
IV of the Administration and 
Probate Act 1958 (Vic) if they 
believe the deceased failed to 
make adequate provision for 
their proper maintenance 
and support.

Importantly, receiving 
a specific bequest under a 

Will—such as $1000—does 
not prevent an eligible per-
son from making a claim. 
Depending on the circum-
stances, they may still ask 
the Court to make an order 
for further provision from 
the estate.

When considering a claim, 
the Court will consider mat-
ters, including the applicant’s 
financial circumstances and 
needs, their relationship 
with the deceased, the nature 
of the deceased’s obligations 
or responsibilities to them, 
the size and nature of the 
estate, and the provisions 
made for the applicant under 
the Will.

Accordingly, a gift under a 
Will may reduce the amount 
that a claimant could po-
tentially receive or make a 
claim less attractive, but it 
does not, by itself, prevent an 
eligible person from bringing 
a claim.

There is also a strict time 
limit. Generally, an appli-
cation for further provision 
must be made within six 
months after the date on 
which representation in the 
estate is granted (typically a 
Grant of Probate or Letters 
of Administration), although 
the Court has limited power 
to allow a late application in 
certain circumstances.

Eligible applicants can 
include a spouse or domes-
tic partner, children and 
step-children and certain 
other persons who meet 
the requirements of the 
legislation, including some 
dependants. 

Ultimately, the Court 
determines whether the 
deceased failed to make 
adequate provision for the 
applicant’s proper mainte-
nance and support and, if so, 
whether an order for further 
provision should be made 
from the estate.

If I leave a family member $1000 in my Will 
does that mean they can’t challenge it?

By Jade MacGregor

The Trafalgar Rotary 
Club changeover 
dinner was a small 

affair this year, held at the 
Yarragon Hotel with presi-
dent Len Makin returning for 
the 2026/2027 year.

The night focused on 
sharing the many projects 
of the club in Trafalgar and 
surrounding communities, 
particularly the club’s focus 
on youth programs and 
activities. 

“We have taken on the lead 
of the Trafalgar Australia Day 
Breakfast, working in part-
nership with the Trafalgar 
Lions Club and Trafalgar 
Public Hall Committee,” 
shared president Len Makin. 

He also noted that in 2026 
the Rotary club had many 
achievements, including 
support to Rotary Interna-
tional’s eradication of Polio 
by running monthly BBQs at 
the Trafalgar Market, where 
$2200 was raised and donat-
ed to this cause.

“The Rotary Junior Com-
munity Award, a program 
developed by the Rotary Club 
of Mitchell River (Bairnsdale) 
has been a successful project 
for our club for over 10 years,” 
celebrated Len Makin.

“The supervising teach-
er at Trafalgar, Fiona Ross, 
continues to be an enthu-
siastic supporter of the 
program within the year six 
student group in 2026 with 

celebrations planned for Oc-
tober. Last year the club saw 
its most successful year with 
the program.”

“Trafalgar Primary 
School had 25 Students 
who managed to complete 
the tasks involved and cer-
tificates were presented 
at the school’s December 
presentation evening.”

In 2027, the club would 
like to expand this program 
to other year six cohorts in 
schools within the local area. 

Rotary club of Trafal-
gar again participated in 
the Model United Nations 
Assembly (MUNA) in Dis-
trict 9815 and president 
Len Makin congratulated 
Dr Judith Lyons for her 

commitment to the planning 
of this event, which occurs 
across south east Melbourne 
and Gippsland.

This year, Trafalgar vice 
President, Faye Warren also 
participated in the St Paul’s 
Anglican Grammar School 
Warragul session as an 
adjudicator. 

Dr Lyons spoke to the 
meeting about the new for-
mat for MUNA that will run 
in 2026 and how this will 
increase participation from 
local secondary school stu-
dents while still offering the 
core values of the project of 
collaborative engagement, 
teamwork, and networking.

Secretary Dr Glenn 
Doolan used the meeting to 

acknowledge the Baw Baw 
Art Alliance for allowing use 
of the Trafalgar Railway Sta-
tion Gallery twice a month 
for the formal part of the club 
meetings before the meeting 
continues socially over din-
ner at local restaurants in 
Trafalgar or Yarragon.  

Rotary District 9815 
president, Emma Clark, 
acknowledged Len Makin’s 
leadership of the club during 
the 2025/2026 year and con-
gratulated him on taking on 
the 2026/2027 term ahead of 
the succession of the role to 
Faye Warren. 

Emma praised Len’s focus 
on youth programs and con-
tribution to scholarships and 
award prizes for students at 

Thorpdale Primary School, 
Trafalgar Primary School, 
and Trafalgar High School, 
alongside the ongoing Rotary 
junior community awards. 

Ms Clark also acknowl-
edged the club’s donation to 
Rotary international proj-
ects, including Australian Ro-
tarians Against Malaria and 
Rotary International’s erad-
ication of polio, highlighting 
the club had lived up to the 

Rotary 2025 theme “Unite for 
Good” and 2026 theme “Cre-
ate a Lasting Impact.”

The club meets on the 
second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month, starting at the 
Trafalgar Railway Station 
Art space.

Potential new members 
can make contact on the 
clubs Facebook page or web-
site https://www.rotary9815.
org.au/clubinfo/trafalgar 

Trafalgar Rotary holds changeover dinner 

President Len Makin congratulated by Rotary District 9815 
president, Emma Clark

Club members from left: Rotary District 9815 president Emma Clark, Trafalgar vice president 
Faye Warren, Trafalgar treasurer Dr. Judy Lyons,  club member  Wombat Lyons, Trafalgar secre-
tary  Dr. Glenn Doolan,  Trafalgar president Len Makin, club member Michael Fozard OAM

St John’s Catholic Parish
Parish Priest: Fr Bernard Buckle

St John’s – 54 Waterloo Road, Trafalgar 
Virgil Mass – Saturday’s at 6pm
St Jarlath’s – Rollo Street, Yarragon
Mass – Sunday at 10am

Phone: (03) 5633 1166
Email: trafalgar@cdsale.org.au

Trafalgar District Uniting Church – 		
36 Contingent Street, Trafalgar

Reverend Moira Dodsworth – 0447 957 772

Sunday, 4 October  – 10am at Yarragon Uniting 
Church, 2pm for closing/final service at Yallourn 
North Uniting Church

Sunday, 11 October – Trafalgar Uniting Church
Sunday, 18 October  – Newborough Uniting Church 

(Holy Communion Service)
Sunday, 25 October – Trafalgar Uniting Church

Please note that there is a morning tea and time of 
fellowship after each service.

Save the date, Sunday 8 November at 10am to cele-
brate the opening of a new extension at Trafalgar.

Trafalgar District Uniting Church is partnering with 
the Birthing Kit Foundation to pack 200 birthing 
kits on Thursday 22 October from 11am to 1pm. 

Anyone is welcome to come and assist. 

October Church 
Services
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Trafalgar Community 
Directory

This directory has been compiled to provide a list of local and important 
contacts for the community in Trafalgar. Please advise Trafalgar District 

News of any corrections and additions.

Organisation Contact Email/Website Phone

Baw Baw Shire Council

Baw Baw Shire Council
Email: bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
Website: www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/
Home

03 5624 2411

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward) Adam Sheehan

Email: adam.sheehan@bawbawshire.vic.
gov.au 
Facebook: @adam4bawbaw

0461 515 690

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward)

Brendan 
Kingwill

Email: brendan.kingwill@bawbawshire.
vic.gov.au 0474 652 435

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward) Kate Wilson

Email: kate.wilson@bawbawshire.vic.
gov.au
Facebook: Kate Wilson - East Ward Baw 
Baw Shire Council

0460 829 001

Members of Parliament
Member for Monash 
(Federal Electorate) Mary Aldred Email: mary.aldred.mp@aph.gov.au 03 5614 3600

Member for Narracan 
(State Electorate) Wayne Farnham Email: wayne.farnham@parliament.vic.

gov.au 03 5623 1960

Education / Childcare

Nido Early School 
Trafalgar

Email: trafalgar@nido.edu.au
Website: https://nido.edu.au/
early-schools/vic/trafalgar/

03 5633 1233

Trafalgar High School

Email: generaloffice@trafalgarhs.vic.
edu.au
Email: Trafalgar.hs@education.vic.gov.au
Website: https://trafalgarhs.vic.edu.au/

03 5633 1733

Trafalgar Primary Early 
Learning Centre

Email: trafalgar@ykinders.org.au
Website: https://ykinders.org.au/
centres/trafalgar/

03 4311 1592

Trafalgar Primary School Email: trafalgar.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.trafps.vic.edu.au (03) 5633 1566

Trafalgar Primary School
(Before and After 
School Club)

Holly Website: www.oshclub.com.au/find-us/
trafalgar-primary-school/ 0439 735 713

St Joseph’s Catholic 
Primary School

Email: office@trafalgar.catholic.edu.au   
Website: www.trafalgar.catholic.edu.au 5633 1151

Sport		

Trafalgar Bowls Club Ian Miles Email: trafalgarbowlsclub@bigpond.com
Website: trafalgarbowlsclub.com 03 5633 1274

Trafalgar Boxing Gym Shane Cameron
Email: box_on_box_all@hotmail.com
Webite: trafalgarboxingclub.wordpress.
com

0408 962 764

Trafalgar Cricket Club Liam Durkin Website: trafalgarcricketclub.com.au
Email: trafalgarcricketclub@gmail.com 0402 556 338

Trafalgar Football Netball 
Club Brett Tonkin

Email: trafalgarnfc@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Football 
Netball Club

0477 636 648

Trafalgar Golf Club
Email: golf@trafalgargolf.com.au
Website: www.trafalgargolf.com.au
Facebook: Trafalgar Golf Club

03 5633 1110

Trafalgar Outdoor Pool
Email: bawbaw@ymca.org.au
Website: https://bawbawpools.ymca.org.
au/trafalgar-outdoor-pool

03 5623 4017

Trafalgar Park 
Community Hub

Facebook: Trafalgar Park Community 
Hub 0418 513 092

Trafalgar Park Croquet 
Club Facebook: Trafalgar Park Croquet Club

Trafalgar Pickleball Club Facebook: Trafalgar Pickleball Club
Trafalgar Ping Pong Club Email: trafalgarpingpongkings@gmail.com 0418 598 174
Trafalgar Polocrosse Club Gill Massey Email: trafalgarpoloxclub@gmail.com 0455 440 062
Trafalgar Pony Club Denise Marriot Facebook: Trafalgar Pony Club 0411 890 299

Trafalgar Tennis Club Sue Klemke Email: trafftennis@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Tennis Club

Trafalgar Victory Football 
Club

Email: committee@tvfc.com.au
Website: www.tvfc.com.au

Other

Baw Baw Arts Alliance Sue Murphy

Email: president@bawbawartsalliance.
org.au
Website: www.bawbawartsalliance.org.
au/bcms/

0428 866 417

BawBaw Sustainability 
Network

Malcolm 
McKelvie

Email: bawbawsn@gmail.com
Website: bbsn.org.au
Facebook: Baw Baw Sustainability 
Network

0490 485 370

BetterMental Together Kerry Rantall Email: bettermentall@gmail.com
Website: bettermentall.com.au 0477 115 666

Rotary Club of Trafalgar Michael Fozard Email: mrfozard@bigpond.com
Facebook: Rotary Club of Trafalgar 0418 513 092

St John’s Church 
(Trafalgar)
St. Jariath’s Church 
(Yarragon)

Email: Trafalgar@cdsale.org.au
Website: www.stjohnstrafalgar.com.au 03 5633 1166

Trafalgar and District 
Community Homes Inc. Geoff Hill Email: TDCH@outlook.com.au 0499 004 299

Trafalgar Campdraft Cheryl

Email: gcasecretary74@gmail.com
Website:www.gippslandcampdraftingas-
sociation.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Campdraft 
Association Inc

0416 166 027

Trafalgar Cemetry 
Trust Howard Jones

Email: trafalgarpubliccemetery@dcsi.
net.au
Webite: https://australiancemeteries.
com.au/vic/bawbaw/trafalgar.htm

03 5633 2282

Trafalgar CFA 
(non-emergency) Facebook: Trafalgar Fire Brigade 03 5624 1900

Trafalgar Chamber of 
Commerce Website: www.trafalgarchamber.com.au

Trafalgar Community 
Notice Board

Facebook: Trafalgar Community Notice 
Board

Trafalgar District News Rachel Thornby Email: editor@trafnews.com 0494 781 569

Trafalgar Farmers Market Email - contact@traffarmersmarket.com
Website: www.traffarmersmarket.com 0417 131 316

Trafalgar Historical 
Society Jean Huffer Email: historicalsocietytraf@gmail.com 03 5633 1960

Trafalgar Holden 
Museum

Email: info@trafalgarholdenmuseum.
com.au
Website: trafalgarholdenmuseum.com.
au

03 5633 1684

Trafalgar Lions Club David Koschade Email: trafalgarlions@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Lions Club 0428 331 157

Trafalgar Mens Shed Leigh Shepherd Website: https://mensshed.org/sheds/
trafalgar-mens-shed/ 0427 757 505

Trafalgar Opp Shop Glenys Brennan Email: glenys_barnyard@yahoo.com.au
Facebook: Trafalgar Opp Shop 03 5633 2788

Trafalgar Police Station 
(non-emergency)

Email: TRAFALGAR.UNI@police.vic.
gov.au 03 5633 1188

Trafalgar Probus Club Glenda Mynard Email: glendamtraf@gmail.com 0458 332 149
Trafalgar Public Hall Tanya Stanley Email: trafalgarpublichall@gmail.com 0409 015 662
PLEASE DIRECT ANY CHANGES TO EDITOR@TRAFNEWS.COM

Event Date/Time Location

Trafalgar Farmers Market
Fresh produce, local crafts, and community

Saturday, 3 October, 
9am to 1pm

McGregor Park,
Trafalgar

Thorpdale Market
Enjoy live music, food vans, arts & crafts, jewellery, 
plants, home wares, trash and treasure, distilled 
products, face painting, henna body art, metal art, 
fresh Thorpdale grown potatoes, a community 
sausage sizzle and much much more!

Sunday, 4 October, 
10am-2pm

14 Johnston Street, 
Thorpdale.

Yarragon Arts Council - Baroque with a twist
Peter Hagen (harpsichord) and Niels Bijl (saxo-
phones) recreate known and lesser known baroque 
masterpieces. Be prepared to be delighted by 
the melodious and graceful tunes of the French 
baroque as presented by these two talented musi-
cians in the setting of our stunning music studio. 
This will be a programme of early 17th century 
Italian greats centered on the composer Fresco-
baldi and will offer an innovative programme to 
entertain our audience

Saturday, 17 October, 
3pm to 4pm

Yarragon Studio, 515 Yarragon 
South Road
Cost involved. Contact 
christinaflann@gmail.com 
for price an bookings

Walhalla Goldfields Railway - Train Rides
All aboard a very special journey down Stringer’s 
Creek Gorge

Weekends 10am, 
12pm, 1:30pm.
Wednesdays 10am, 
12pm. Also running 
daily during the 
school holidays.

Walhalla Station
Visit website for more 
information: www.
walhallarail.com.au

Soil Health and Sustainable Agriculture with Dr 
Mary Cole
What makes soil healthy — and why does it matter 
for the food we grow and the future of our farms 
and gardens? Join internationally recognised soil 
microbiologist, plant pathologist and mycologist 
Dr Mary Cole for an engaging look beneath our feet 
at the living biology that supports healthy plants, 
fertile soils and resilient landscapes.

Thursday, 29 October, 
7pm-9pm

Cost by donation. Yarragon 
Uniting Church Hall, 
Campbell Street, Yarragon

If you have an event, please feel free to send information to us 
(editor@trafnews.com). Trafalgar District News is distributed in 

Trafalgar, Yarragon, Thorpdale and Willow Grove. 

What's On around Trafalgar
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Trafalgar was treat-
ed to magnificent 
sunshine and a 

fantastic crowd for the 2026 
Ellinbank & District Foot-
ball Netball League Grand 
Final held on 12 September 
at the Trafalgar Rec Reserve, 
making it a memorable day 
for both our club and the 
wider community.

Although the ‘big dance’ 
did not go the way we had 
hoped for our Senior foot-
ballers, reaching the Grand 
Final was still a tremendous 
achievement and something 
everyone associated with 
TFNC should be proud of.

The success of the day 
extended well beyond the 
football and netball.

It was wonderful to see 
so many community groups 
working together, including 

the Trafalgar Junior Football 
Club, Trafalgar Cricket Club, 
Trafalgar Lions Club, Trafal-
gar Scouts, Trafalgar CFA and 
Gippsland Jersey. 

Each group played 
an important role in de-
livering the event while 
raising much-needed 
funds for their respective 
community organisations.

A huge number of volun-
teers and committee mem-
bers contributed countless 
hours before, during and 
after the Grand Final. 

From preparing the 
ground and facilities to man-
aging parking, catering and 
the many other jobs required 
on the day, their combined 
effort made the event such 
a success.

On behalf of Trafalgar 
Football Netball Club, thank 

you to everyone who sup-
ported us throughout the 
season and attended the 
Grand Final.

Your support helped 
create a tremendous atmo-
sphere and showcased the 
strong community spirit 
we are fortunate to have 
in Trafalgar.

Finally, we extend our 
sincere appreciation to all 
our valued sponsors for their 
generous support through-
out 2026. 

Your contribution allows 
our club to continue provid-
ing opportunities for our 
players, members and the 
wider community.

While the result on the 
field was not the fairytale 
ending we had hoped for, the 
grand final was an outstand-
ing community occasion and 
a proud day for Trafalgar.

Photos provided by War-
ragul and Drouin Gazette

Grand Final Day, a great community success
By Jamie Marslen

Trafalgar’s Klay Butler takes the ball forward

Trafalgar’s Cooper Minichiello makes a hard tackle on a Longwarry opponent

Trafalgar’s First XVIII team stands while the national anthem is sung

Matilda Bosman cheering on Brayde Bosman
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What a night for 
young gun Wes 
Scott, taking 

out the 2026 Under 18 League 
Best and Fairest in a tie on 
24 votes.

After winning the Under 
16 Ellinbank & District Foot-
ball Netball League best and 
fairest last year, Wes goes 

back-to-back with another 
league medal. 

This time, while also 
being a down-ager in his 
first season of 3rds footy. An 
amazing achievement from 
the young fella.

A huge shoutout also to 
Jake Dinsdale, who finished 
runner-up in the Under 16 
count, just two votes behind 

the three-way tie for first. 
An outstanding season 
from Jake!

Congratulations Wes and 
Jake — two young Bloods 
with very bright futures 
ahead. 

The club is very proud and 
can’t wait to see you continue 
to tear it up in Trafalgar for 
years to come.

Wes wins back-to-
back league ‘best 

and fairest’
Trafalgar’s Dylan 

Farrell has done 
it again, claiming 

his third Alf Walton Medal 
as the 2026 Ellinbank & 
District Football Netball 
League’s senior football best 
and fairest.

Our ruckman, fourth mid-
fielder, part-time forward, 

and all arounder, Dylan is an 
unstoppable force who con-
tinues to do things a man his 
size simply shouldn’t be able 
to do.

But more importantly, he 
is a great bloke and an in-
credible leader who couldn’t 
be more deserving of a third 
league medal.

Another incredible indi-
vidual season from one of the 
absolute greats of our club.

Congratulations Dylan.

Dylan wins best 
and fairest for 

third time

A new cricket 
season is almost 
upon us and the 

Gippsland Goannas.
The Veterans have been 

practising for a few weeks 
now. 

We will again have teams 
in Veterans Cricket Victoria, 
now called Masters Cricket 
Victoria, Over-50, Over-60 
and Over-70 competitions. 

We would also love to 
enter a team into the Wom-
en’s Over-40 competition and 
are interested in gauging the 
interest of senior women in 
Gippsland. 

The Over-50 team will play 
between five and eight games 
on Sundays throughout 
the season, given that most 

participants are still playing 
club cricket on a Saturday. 

The Over-60 team will 
play about 15 games through-
out the season, all on Sun-
days, except for the time 
around the National Cham-
pionships, while the Over-
70 team will play 13 games, 
with five on Sundays and the 
rest midweek.

The Goannas are looking 
for more players in all grades 
and would welcome enqui-
ries from interested players, 
from anywhere in Gippsland. 

We currently have play-
ers who reside anywhere 
between Sarsfield, out of 
Bairnsdale, and Warragul. 

Gippsland Goannas are 
also hosting two of the Na-
tional Championship Com-
petitions this year. 

The Nationals have now 
been split into five year divi-
sions and the Latrobe Valley 
area will host the Over-60s 
from 21-26 November, while 
the Sale/Maffra region will 
be the host for the Over-55s 
in early December.

For further information 
about the Goannas teams, 
please contact Ian Gibson on 
0427 376 776. 

Anthony Bloomfield will 
be leading the Over-50s 
and he can be contacted on 
0455 303750, while Gordon 
Cowling (0472 778510) will be 
managing the Over-70 team. 

Any ladies who would like 
to be involved in an Over-40s 
Women’s team should con-
tact Ian Gibson.

A new season with the 
Gippsland Goannas Trafalgar Golf Club 

member, Glenn 
Roberts, scored 

a hole in one on Friday, 
21 August.

The milestone shot was 
scored on the second hole of 
the course. 

This was Glenn’s first of-
ficial hole in one after first 
joining the Trafalgar Golf 
Club over 30 years ago.

He celebrated this won-
derful and rare achievement 
by having a few drinks in 
the clubhouse.

The Trafalgar Golf Club 
would like to wish Glenn 
congratulations. 

Hole in one

Trafalgar Golf Club member Glenn Roberts after scoring his 
hole in one
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Have you ever won-
dered what hap-
pens when a group 

of friendly people, a few 
mallets and some very deter-
mined little balls get together 
at 10:30 am on a Saturday?

Something rather magical 
happens at the Trafalgar Park 
Community Hub, although, 
thankfully, there are no furi-
ous Queens of Hearts shout-
ing, “Off with their heads!”

Croquet is played on the 
grounds where the Trafalgar 
Farmers Market is held in 
Ashby Street. 

At first glance, it all looks 
very civilised. 

Players stroll around with 
mallets, chat, laugh and en-
courage one another. 

Beneath that calm ex-
terior, however, is a game 
of strategy, precision, and 
occasionally, frustration.

There has been some live-
ly discussion about suitable 
alternative expressions for 
those moments when the 
ball stubbornly refuses to go 
where it is told. 

Suggestions have in-
cluded “Sugar!”, “Naughty 

piglet!” and the particularly 
useful, “Well, that wasn’t in 
the plan!”

Perhaps this is where the 
Alice in Wonderland connec-
tion really comes in. 

Like Alice, you never quite 
know what might happen 
once you step through the 
croquet gate. 

The game can look 
whimsical and leisurely, but 
players soon discover that it 
involves plenty of tactics.

Our members are happy 
to teach newcomers, explain 
the rules and have a laugh 
along the way. 

You can learn as you go, 
enjoy the fresh air and per-
haps discover a new group 
of friends.

So, if you have ever 
thought, “I wonder what cro-
quet is really like?”, why not 
come along and give it a try?

You might discover that 
Trafalgar has its very own 

little corner of Wonderland, 
complete with mallets, 
hoops, friendly faces and 
perhaps the occasional cry 
of, “Naughty piglet!”

New players are warmly 
invited to come along and 
have a go. 

Come for the croquet, stay 
for the company!

Check out our Facebook 
page for more information at 
Trafalgar Park Croquet Club.

Down the croquet hole at Trafalgar
By Val Massey

New players Pauline Templeton and Tina Phipps are watching Helen Spackman take a shot
Val Massey, Helen Spackman, Geoff Pickburn and Raewyn Mc-
Mahon after a Kings birthday game

The Trafalgar Pickle-
ball Club is run by 
the Trafalgar Park 

Community Hub and coordi-
nated by Myles Lyons-Mills 
and Michael Mills. 

The first night of play was 
back in September 2025, 

starting at the Trafalgar 
Tennis Club.

Through the hard work 
and determination of Raewyn 
McMahon and Michael 
Murell, they have grown the 
club from playing on one 
court to four courts. 

Trafalgar Pickleball Club continues to grow
By Myles Lyons-Mills

The Trafalgar Pickleball Club playing in the Trafalgar High School gymClub members playing pickleball

The club is now operating 
out of the Trafalgar High 
School gym. 

We have been lucky to 
have had steady growth 
ever since.

The Trafalgar Pickleball 
Club is grateful to have such 
an amazing group of players, 
new and experienced come 
week in and week out. 

Always willing to offer 
support above and beyond 
what is expected from them. 

We enjoy helping new 
players learn the rules and 
the fundamentals of the 
game, as well as helping 
players improve their game 
each week.

We also enjoy challeng-
ing our more experienced 

players with competitions 
and singles matches.

We host Monday night 
sessions from 6:30pm-8pm 
and a Tuesday night session 
from 6pm-7:30pm. 

We would like to invite any 
interested readers to come to 
a session. 

We provide the paddles 
and balls, so all you need to 

bring is yourself and a will-
ingness to have some fun!

For more information we 
have a Facebook and Insta-
gram account and booking 
can be done through the link 
on our social media accounts 
or through trybooking.com. 

We can’t wait to see you on 
the court.



Explore the relaxing 
retirement lifestyle 
you deserve
Secure your dream villa and 
enjoy a bonus pergola on us!*

• Be part of a community  
within a community

• Enjoy resort living everyday

FINAL TWO STAGES  
SELLING NOW

2 Flagship Drive, 
Trafalgar (Enter  
via Hardy Drive)

Trafalgar

*Terms & conditions apply. See staff for additional details. 
Images for illustrative purposes only. EL225366

Scan here to 
learn more

1800 362 673 
encoreliving.com.au

GET A BONUS 
PERGOLA

VALUED AT $10,950!*
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