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Record crowds attend Anzac Day services
By Paul Altamore, CSM

Trafalgar Thorpdale 
RSL commemo-
rated Anzac Day 

on Saturday, 25 April before 
record crowd numbers with 
services in Trafalgar, Thorp-
dale and Narracan East, as 
well as supporting other ser-
vices conducted in Willow 
Grove, Aberfeldy, Erica, Hill 
End, Walhalla and Yarragon. 

The traditional Dawn Ser-
vice was held at the Trafalgar 
Cenotaph with an estimated 
350 to 400 people in atten-
dance for the early morning, 
first light, service commenc-
ing at 6am.  

This service was conduct-
ed by sub-branch president 
Jim Crowe with David Kos-
chade again providing the 
traditional bagpipe tunes of 
‘Abide with me’ and ‘Sleep, 
Dearie, Sleep’.  

During this brief ceremo-
ny, Jim covered the signifi-

cance and the traditions of 
the Dawn Service.  

Phil Jamieson and Alan 
Smith were posted as the 
Flag Orderlies for both the 
Dawn Service and at the later 
Trafalgar service.  

The audio support for 
this service and the later 
11am service was provided by 
Grady Edwards.

The service was followed 
by the traditional Gun Fire 
Breakfast in the hall with Tr-
afalgar Lions Club members 
including Pat Tatterson, Pau-
line Wheller and Graham Hill 
arriving at Zero Dark Hun-
dred Hours to set up and pre-
pare the breakfast so that all 
was ready to be served at the 
Dawn Services conclusion. 

The Thorpdale Service 
was conducted at Pioneer 
Park Cenotaph by sub-
branch member Sandra 

Pleash, with the Reverend 
Dr Dean Spalding reading 
the Anzac Requiem, and Jon 
Marsh reading the names 
commemorated on the war 
memorial.  Darron Fraser and 
David Ferguson, were once 
again our reliable Thorpdale 
Flag Orderlies, taking their 
post at the flag poles, and 
Malcolm Dodson provided 
the technical audio support 
for the Last Post, Rouse and 
Australian and New Zealand 
National Anthems.

As this year commemo-
rates the 75th anniversaries 
of the formation of the Roy-
al Australian Army Nurs-
ing Corps (RAANC), and 
the Women’s Royal Austra-
lian Army Corps (WRAAC), 
Sandra spoke of these in 
her service.

As well as speaking about 
Sister Annie Smith (nee 
Westcott), who served in the 

Australian Army Nursing 
Service (the predecessor of 
the RAANC) in World War I 
and is commemorated on the 
Thorpdale Memorial Wall.  

The Thorpdale service 
was well attended by local 
people and visitors, and was 
followed by a morning tea ar-
ranged by Tracey Chambers.

Concurrent activities in-
cluded the Narracan East and 
Willow Grove services which 
both commenced at 9am.  

Jim Crowe conducted 
the service at the Narracan 
War Memorial, assisted by 
Leonie Gracie.

Similar to the Thorp-
dale service, the residents 
of Narracan turned out 
to pay their respects at 
this commemoration.

Sub-branch committee 
member Grady Edwards trav-
elled north to Willow Grove 
to assist Willow Grove Pri-
mary School teacher Sharon 
McCartney in conducting its 
service at the war memorial.  

This service was pa-
tronised with well over 100 in 
attendance, including mem-
bers of the local football team 
and with the local school 
children’s input in reading 
the Anzac Requiem. 

Although the sub-branch 
had no members partic-
ipate in the nearby Yar-
ragon 10.30am service, 
both Jim Crowe and Bill 
Kilday had earlier assist-
ed its guest speaker with 
background information.

The Trafalgar March, 
under direction of parade 
marshall Paul Altamore, 
commenced at 10.45am, 
with crowds lining Contin-
gent Street, as the marchers 

formed up behind Marcus 
Barker’s Land Rover in which 
he acted as chauffeur for vet-
eran Bob Moss.  

The parade consisted of 
four divisions - the RSL and 
Veterans with family mem-
bers leading, former sub-
branch president, Ray James 
in front.  

This division was followed 
by the Trafalgar Fire Brigade 
under the supervision of 
Mark Walshe. 

Then 1st Trafalgar Scout 
Group, and finally students 
from Trafalgar High School,  
Trafalgar Primary School 
and St Joseph’s Catholic 
Primary School.

This year we also had 
representatives from Ambu-
lance Victoria, and Victoria 
Police joining the march.

The Latrobe Commu-
nity Concert Band had 
pre-positioned itself  at the 
Scout Hall and provided the 
music for the march and 
subsequent service.

An estimated 400 to 500 
people attended this service 
either as marchers or lining 
the streets.  

Following the Parade’s 
‘Fall Out’, all gathered around 
the cenotaph and along 
Contingent and Kitchener 
streets for the service, again 
conducted by Jim Crowe, 
with Reverend Dr Dean Spal-
ding invited to speak and lead 
the prayer.

As in previous years, a 
large number of wreaths, 
many individually created 
by Leonie Gracie were laid at 
the cenotaph.

Traditionally, wreaths 
dedicated to the RSL, World 

War I, World War II, pris-
oners of war, Vietnam War, 
all other conflicts, and Leg-
acy are each year placed at 
the cenotaph by RSL mem-
bers, or local people with a 
connection to that conflict 
or organisation.

This year being the 75th 
Anniversary of the formation 
of RAANC, Maureen Erbs, 
who served in the RAANC, 
was invited to present a spe-
cial wreath commemorating 
this anniversary and dedi-
cated to all service nurses.  
This year, we also had the 
State Secretary of the Victo-
rian RSL Women’s Council, 
Lynese Goldie OAM, lay a 
wreath at the cenotaph. 

Cr Brendan Kingwill laid a 
wreath on behalf of Baw Baw 
Shire Council.  

Wreaths were also pre-
sented by members of Ambu-
lance Victoria, and on behalf 
of Trafalgar Police by Senior 
Sergeant David Harrison.

In addition, wreaths are 
also laid at the cenotaph by 
local community groups in-
cluding Trafalgar Fire Bri-
gade, 1st Trafalgar Scout 
Group, Trafalgar Football 
and Netball Club and Trafal-
gar Lions Club.

The three local schools, 
whose students participat-
ed in the march and service, 
each laid a separate wreath.  

Individuals were also 
called forward to place any 
wreaths or tributes of re-
membrance, thus leaving 
the base of the cenotaph 
covered in a sea of wreaths, 
flowers, poppies and various 
individual tributes.

Continued on page 3.
Some of the estimated 350-400 local residents who attended Trafalgar’s Dawn Service
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Can you help?
Trafalgar & District 

Historical Society 
has this photo in its 

archives, and it needs help 
in identifying the un-named 
gentleman shaking hands 
with former Victorian pre-
mier, John Cain. Also present 
are Trafalgar’s Val McCann 
and Sheila Ferguson MBE.
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This is the first of a 
series of articles 
in which Traf Dis-

trict News’ staff outline their 
experiences and thoughts 
on being involved with 
this newspaper.

Alana Moon: Graphic 
Designer 

Alana Moon has been the 
graphic designer with Traf 
District News for just over 
one year now. 

In this part-time role, she 
is responsible for producing 
print-ready layouts, design-
ing advertisements for cli-
ents and editing photos.

“I enjoy piecing the puz-
zle together, rearranging 
text and spaces, seeing 
what works.

“It’s very satisfying see-
ing a printed result and hav-
ing it to hold in my hand,” 
said Alana.

She has a special interest 
in typography which fits well 
into publication design.

Alana likes the content of a 
country town newspaper, be-
ing articles of local interest.

She appreciates being 
able to work from home 
and use her own time, some 
designated weekdays plus 
occasional after hours and 
weekends, to meet the 
newspaper deadlines.

She attends regular meet-
ings in Trafalgar with the 
editorial group, which also 
includes the editor, currently 

Meet the Staff

Share Your Special Celebration
Have you recently 

celebrated a spe-
cial milestone 

such as an engagement, a 
wedding, wedding anniversa-
ry, or a significant birthday?

We’d like to share 
your special occasion in 
our newspaper.

As an added bonus, the 
society would appreciate if 
someone can also identify 
the occasion at which the 
photo was taken.

Please contact the society 
on its email: historicalsociet-
ytraf@gmail.com 

Mick Bourke, and advertiser 
Lucy Gatti.

Alana was especially 
interested in Visual Com-
munication as a subject 
while at Lavalla Catholic 
College, Traralgon.

“I wasn’t sure of what ca-
reer to pursue, so I decided 
to try out a two-year commit-
ment at RMIT, to achieve an 
Associate Degree of Graphic 
Design,” she said.

This led to her adding 
another year to complete a 
Bachelor of Communication 
Design in 2023.

Traf District News’s pre-
vious editor, Jordan Ross, 
alerted her to the job oppor-
tunity here, for which she ap-
plied and has been success-
fully employed in this first 
newspaper job.

Alana also works part-
time as a graphic designer 
with a sign writer in Traral-
gon, and does free lance 
work creating professionally 
designed booklets and docu-
ments for clients.

If you or someone in your 
family has recently marked 
an important event, why not 
send us a short story about 
the celebration along with 
a photo?

It could be a wedding, 
a 21st or 90th birthday (or 
any in between), an en-

Advertisement cost 
increase

Traf News Inc., com-
mittee has reluc-
tantly decided to 

increase the cost of advertis-
ing in Traf District News.

This is the first increase 
since 2023, and since Decem-
ber of that year, inflation has 
increased by 7.6 per cent.

Our advertisements will 
increase by 5 per cent.

The discount applied to 

some advertisements in 2023 
will discontinue.

There is an additional sur-
charge for advertisers that 
request a specific page.  

That does not apply to ad-
vertisers who have currently 
requested specific pages for 
their ads.

The new advertisement 
rates will come into effect on  
all bookings received on or 
after 1 June.

gagement party, a golden 
anniversary, or any other 
memorable milestone.

Just a few sentences 
about the event — who was 
involved, when it took place, 
and how it was celebrat-
ed — together with a clear 
photo will help us share 

your happy news with the 
wider community.

Articles can be sent 
to editor@trafnews.com

Please include the names 
of the people in the photo 
and a contact name.
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Carried over from page 1.
During the ceremony 

two plaques were dedicated 
on the Memorial Wall 
honouring local servicemen 
by their family members:

Steven George Atkins, 
who served with the 59th 
Battalion, Australian Imperi-
al Force (AIF), and died as the 
result of wounds received on 
25 September 1917 during the 
Battle of Bullecourt.  Mem-
bers of private Atkins’ fam-
ily – Peter and Tracie Regan 
travelled from Bundaberg, 
Queensland for this service.

William John Powell, who 
enlisted in the Second AIF 
during World War II, and also 
with the British Common-
wealth Occupation Forces in 
Japan following the War.  Bill 
Powell later joined the Royal 
Australian Navy where he saw 
service in the Korean War, 
Malaya Emergency and the 
Far East Strategic Reserve.  
Members of the Powell fami-
ly were also in attendance for 
the plaque unveiling.

Following this last service, 
the crowd dispersed, some 
to the hall for lunch, a few 
drinks and catch ups, and 
some to other gatherings.  

The get together at the 
RSL hall then followed and 
was superbly catered for. 

Amongst our members 
who organised the catering 

or voluntarily worked in the 
kitchen were Pauline Bark-
er, Dellas Edwards, Wilma 
Franklin, Lynn Jamieson, 
Sonja Perrin, Pat Tatterson 
and Pauline Wheller.

Apologies to other volun-
teers not mentioned.

The bar was continually 
manned under Phil Jamie-
son’s directions. 

Throughout the after-
noon, a number of our 
committee and sub-branch 
members including Marcus 
Barker, Mark Walshe and 
Sally Neenan assisted Phil at 
the bar. 

The veterans in atten-
dance were grateful for the 
‘long neck’ bottles of classic 
beers which had been donat-
ed by Derick Jones as a trib-
ute for their service.  

The rations provided by 
Trafalgar IGA and Thorpdale 
Bakery’s popular pies and 
sausage rolls ensured that 
none went hungry.  

The sub-branch is also 
particularly thankful for ad-
ditional food stuffs kindly 
donated by both Trafalgar 
IGA and the Thorpdale Bak-
ery which enhanced both 
the Gun Fire Breakfast and 
later luncheon.

The 11am service was not 
the last of Jim Crowe’s duties 
for the day as he also repre-

sented Trafalgar Thorpdale 
RSL Sub branch at the Tra-
falgar versus Lang Lang se-
niors football game held that 
afternoon, where he awarded 
the medallions for Best on 
Court (netball) and Best on 
Ground (football).

The sub-branch is grateful 
to Trafalgar Football Netball 
Club for its donation of the 
day’s gate takings to the 2026 
RSL Anzac Appeal, which 
funds critical services for 
veterans and their families.

Anzac Day 2026 was a re-
spectful commemoration 
honouring Australia’s orig-
inal Anzacs and all service 
men and women who have 
since followed and continue 
to serve our nation.  

Its success was highlight-
ed by the good community 
turnout at all locations.  

The various services and 
parade were the culmina-
tion of several months’ work 
ranging from liaison with 
Baw Baw Shire Council, lo-
cal authorities, schools and 
community groups as well as 
the necessary logistics and 
personnel support, much of 
it behind the scenes. 

This included the Fri-
day afternoon working 
bee at the RSL hall and 
Thorpdale cenotaph.

Trafalgar Thorpdale RSL 
sub-branch thanks all those 

involved, particularly Don 
Barrett and Bonnie Mackie.  

Many members of Tra-
falgar Thorpdale RSL Sub 
branch and the local commu-
nity contributed, and their 
efforts and work were instru-
mental in making this anoth-
er successful Anzac Day. 

To finish up with a quote 
from General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower - Supreme Al-
lied Commander in Europe 
during World War II: “Team-
work wins Wars”.

Trafalgar Thorpdale Sub-branch president Jim Crowe and 
committee members Marcus Barker and Phil Jamieson make 
sure the Gunfire Breakfast (coffee mixed with rum) is available 
to those community members who attended the Dawn Service

Marcus Barker and Bob Moss lead the march to the cenotaph

Trafalgar Thorpdale Sub-
branch president Jim Crowe 
leading the Anzac Day service

One section of the large crowd that attended the mid-morning 
Anzac Day service are in the above and below two photos

The cenotaph is surround-
ed by the many wreaths laid 
during the Anzac Day service

Three of the many service veterans who attended the 
Anzac Day commemoration. From left: Bill Kilday, Jon 
Marsh and Paul Altamore

Vietnam veteran David Graham and 
committee member Leonie Gracie at 
the Anzac Day commemoration

Record crowds attend Anzac Day services
By Paul Altamore, CSM
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Who Cares for Our Road Reserves?
Divided respon-

sibility between 
Council, VicRoads 

and VicTrack is leaving Tra-
falgar district road reserves 

unmaintained and locals are 
paying the price.

A local landowner has 
raised the alarm over the de-
teriorating condition of the 

road reserve between Water-
loo Road and the rail track, 
highlighting a problem that 
runs deeper than one stretch 
of neglected land; nobody is 
clearly in charge.

Road reserves across the 
district fall under the juris-
diction of multiple authori-
ties, Baw Baw Shire Council, 
VicRoads, and VicTrack/V/
Line, and that split responsi-
bility has created a gap.

While council is attend-
ing to the section within the 
town precinct, the remain-
der of the reserve is left 
unmanaged, leaving it an 
eyesore and, more critically, 
a hazard.

An inspection of the area 
has identified a range of 
concerns: widespread weed 
infestation, compromised 
roadside visibility, illegal 
rubbish dumping and the 
presence of vermin. 

The rubbish dumping 
problem is worsening. 

As cost-of-living pres-
sures increase, more resi-
dents find themselves un-
able to afford council waste 
disposal facilities and the 
uncollected material, hidden 
beneath overgrown grass and 
weeds, is creating a habitat 
for rats that then spread to 
neighbouring properties.

Cheaper travel

In the midst of rising 
cost of living pres-
sures, motorists and 

commuters are set to benefit 
from cheaper vehicle regis-
trations and half-price public 
transport fares, outlined in 
last month’s state budget. 

The Allan government 
will invest $758.6 million to 
reduce car registration costs 
by 20 per cent.

Light vehicle registra-
tions cost up to $930.70 each 
year, meaning motorists 
can save up to $186 through 
the incentive.

Victorians will be able to 
apply for the 20 per cent re-
bate through Service Victoria 
from 1 June  to 31 July.

The rebate will be limited 
to two light vehicles - cars, 
wagons, station wagons, mo-
torcycles, utes, vans, light 
trucks - per person.

As previously announced, 
public transport across the 
state remained free until the 
end of May. 

Half-price fares will be-
gin from 1 June, reducing the 
$11.40 full daily fare to $5.70.

Source: Warragul Gazette

New traffic lights for Trafalgar
By Bonnie Collings

After years of com-
munity advocacy 
for traffic safety 

improvements at Trafalgar’s 
Davey Drive and Princes 
Highway intersection traffic 
lights are set to be installed 
as part of $73 million State 
Government investment in 
regional road upgrades.

The project is one of 11 
critical road upgrades listed 
in the regional roads upgrade 
program announced in last 
week’s state budget.

The program’s allocated 
$73 million includes $17.477 
million of Federal Govern-
ment funding and is intend-
ed to improve network effi-
ciency, safety and travel time 
for regional road users.

Department of Transport 
and Planning Gippsland ex-
ecutive director Beth Liley 
said the proposed traffic 
lights would “improve safe-
ty, enhance connectivity and 

support the wider communi-
ty in Trafalgar”.

The Davey Drive and 
Princes Highway intersec-
tion has been an area of con-
cern for Trafalgar residents 
for many years. 

In response to community 
concerns, a new 80kph speed 
limit was introduced on a 
section of the Princes Hwy 
and existing 60kph zones 
were extended in December 
2023. 

Community members 
welcomed last month’s bud-
get announcement, after 
years of asking for traffic 
signals to be installed at the 
intersection. 

Trafalgar local Leisa Stan-
field was one of the many res-
idents who pushed for addi-
tional safety improvements 
in 2023, following the speed 
limit changes.

Ms Stanfield said the in-
stallation of traffic lights was 

a “significant step forward 
for road safety and traffic 
management” in Trafalgar. 

“This is excellent news 
for Trafalgar residents,” she 
said. 

“This is a major safety 
and infrastructure win for 
Trafalgar, and one the com-
munity has worked hard to 
advocate for.”

With growth of the town, 
and the access Davey Drive 
provides to two local schools 
and a kindergarten, Ms Stan-
field said the heavily used 
intersection was still a “hot 
spot” that could be difficult 
to navigate. 

“This intersection is heav-
ily used by local residents, 
commuters, school families 
and freight operators,” she 
said. 

“These upgrades will help 
improve safety, traffic flow 
and accessibility for every-
one using the corridor.”

Member for Narracan 
Wayne Farnham welcomed 
the announcement, but ac-
knowledged his frustration 
at the time it had taken. 

“The intersection has 
been a great concern to those 
people that live in that area,” 
Mr Farnham said. 

“Since 2023 I have been 
advocating to the govern-
ment for an upgrade of 
this intersection.

“It is frustrating that this 
commitment comes out six 
months before an election, 
being that we’ve been advo-
cating for it for three years.”

[Editor: Trafalgar now has 
two sets of traffic manage-
ment lights and one set of pe-
destrian lights.  

Are there more due when 
the new developments 
to the west of the town 
are finalised?]

Source: Warragul Gazette

Unattended reserves have 
generated corridors for fires 
to spread.

The fire risk is perhaps 
the most serious concern of 
all. Unmanaged roadside veg-
etation creates corridors that 
allow fires to travel rapidly 
and unpredictably through 
a district.

The Ash Wednesday fires 
remain a sobering remind-
er of what can happen: La-
bertouche was devastated 
when fire moved along road 
reserves across kilometres 
of land, impacting property 
after property in its path.

The landowner’s concerns 
deserve to be heard. 

Local knowledge, from 
the people who live alongside 
these reserves and watch 
them day to day, is an as-
set the relevant authorities 
would be wise to draw on. 

Council, VicRoads and 
VicTrack should be working 
together, with input from 
local landowners, to clarify 
responsibility and develop 
a coordinated plan of action 
before the consequences of 
further inaction become im-
possible to ignore.

Residents with concerns 
about road reserve main-
tenance can contact Baw 
Baw Shire Council on 1300 
229 229.



Upcoming Events:
For a full list of the current events, visit  
www.bawbawshire.co/Events-Calendar

Upcoming Council Meetings:
The following Council meeting will be held in June 2026  
in the Fountain Room, West Gippsland Arts Centre. 

Wednesday 24 June – 1.00pm  
Ordinary Council Meeting

All community members are welcome to attend in  
person or tune in via the Live Stream on our website.   

For a full list of the meetings for 2026, visit  
www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/CouncilMeetings

1300 229 229Tbawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au Ebawbawshire.vic.gov.auW

COUNCIL 
News 

Let us know how we 
can better engage 
with YOU!
We want to hear from you, our 
community, as to how Council is 
doing at connecting with and hearing 
from you. A revised Draft Community 
Engagement Policy is now open for 
feedback on Baw Baw Connect.
This Policy, once adopted, outlines how Council  
will work with residents, community groups, 
businesses and other stakeholders when 
developing projects, strategies and making 
decisions that impact the Shire.

It reinforces our commitment to transparency, 
strengthens our commitment to accessible 
participation and further opens up the 
conversation about how we can work better  
with the people our decisions impact the most.

Visit Baw Baw Connect  
www.bawbawconnect.com.au and 
have your say, your way before 22 June.

Baw Baw Connect
Council currently has a community 
engagement opportunity open  
for consultation! 

Draft Community Engagement Policy 
(open until 22 June)

Visit www.bawbawconnect.com.au  
to Have Your Say, Your Way! 

Your kitchen caddies 
are arriving!
By now, many households across Baw Baw Shire  
will have received their new kitchen caddy as part  
of the Food Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) service,  
being introduced on 6 July 2026. 

From this date onwards, residents must place their  
food scraps into the kitchen caddy for emptying  
into the green bin, alongside your garden clippings.

We know many of you have questions about this  
new service, so please visit Council’s website  
www.bawbawshire.co/FOGO or phone Customer 
Service on 5264 2411.
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Regal 4 ply Cotton
Discontinued Colours

Now half price
Was $7.10 per ball Now $3.55 per ball
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Jim has new job
Ni n e t y - y e a r - o l d 

Jim Cornwell has 
taken on a new 

job as one of Traf District 
News’ distributors.

Jim, along with a group of 
other dedicated volunteers, 
is responsible for the time-
ly delivery of our monthly 
newspaper to households in 
Trafalgar and beyond.

Jim has had an 
interesting life.

Prior to World War II, his 
family lived in Malaya (now 
Malaysia), where his grandfa-
ther was a pioneering British 
railway engineer. 

A bridge there is still 
called ‘Cornwell Bridge’. 

Jim was born in Ports-
mouth, an English naval city.  

Ninety-year-old Jim Cornwell delivering Traf District News to 
local residents

His father served in the Royal 
Navy, so he was either away, 
or the family moved around 
following his ship. 

On one occasion, after 
his father had been away 
for years, he knocked on the 
door and Jim didn’t recog-
nize him. 

Jim’s first memories are 
from 1939 when his mother 
decided the family would 
have a beach picnic. 

The family went to a gro-
cers to buy sliced bread, but 
his mother was told that as 
war had been declared, they 
were not allowed to sell it. 

The shop owner, however, 
offered her a knife, and she 
cut a loaf on the counter. 

That was Jim’s last beach 
visit until well after the war, 
as the shore was soon cov-
ered with landmines and 
barbed wire.

During the war, the fami-
ly had a Morrison shelter—a 
large, metal table, like a cage, 
in the middle of the room. 

It could protect the family 
from falling rubble, but could 
not stand a direct hit. 

One night, during a raid, 
Jim’s mother panicked, and 
they ran into the garden. 

His mother got stuck in 
a rose bush while climbing 
a fence.

“We both retreated safely 
to the house but all the time 
the bombs were falling’” 
said Jim.

Life in Portsmouth 
changed during the war.

American soldiers, tanks 
and guns were on the na-
ture strips, and at night, 
everything moved off for 
invasion practice.

During the day, Ger-
man prisoners sat on 
roadside benches.

They were friendly and ea-
ger to talk.

After boarding school, 
which Jim attended from 
aged eight, he served in the 
Royal Air Force for 12 years, 
serving in Malta, Singapore, 
Malaya and Hong Kong, 
mainly working on V-bomb-
ers, including in the bomb 
bay, which was often loaded 
with the atomic bomb. 

Sally and Michael wed in Geelong
“Are you ready 

for a love 
story?” the 

groom called out from 
the microphone.

It was a blustery day on 
Saturday, 11 April, when 
Michael Wong married 
Sally Brown.

They were wed at the 
Chapel of All Saints in Corio, 
Geelong, before celebrat-
ing with family and friends 
at Claribeaux Restaurant at 
Curlewis Golf Course.

Sally was walked down the 
aisle by her parents, James 
and Helen Brown, to Bach’s 
Second Violin Concerto. 

She was accompanied by 
her sisters and bridesmaids, 
Catherine Brown and Hilary 
Mitchell, and sister-in-law 
Zoe Gannon. 

Michael awaited her at 
the altar alongside grooms-
men Simon Gannon, Phillip 
Healey and Matthew Irons, 
with flower girls Eloise and 

Lucy Gannon and ring bearer 
Henry Gannon.

The ceremony, led by 
Reverend Gordon Lingard, 
reflected on the importance 
of kindness and patience 
in marriage.

He also shared light-heart-
ed wisdom from children, 
including 10-year-old Ricky 
who, when asked the best age 
to marry, replied, “When you 
are retired so you can spend 
all the time with your wife.” 

Michael’s mother, Sue 
Wong, read from 1 Corinthi-
ans 13 and Sally’s childhood 
friend, Ellie Debenham read 
extracts from Rilke’s Letters 
to a Young Poet.

Sally wore a classic Sophia 
Tolli ballgown in mikado fab-
ric, featuring a fitted bodice, 
sweetheart neckline and off-
the-shoulder straps. 

The bridesmaids wore 
floor-length cobalt blue silk 
dresses by Shona Joy, styled 
with elegant chignon buns. 

Florals of purple lisian-
thus, white veronica, blue 
sea holly and green chry-
santhemums created a 
vibrant palette.

Following the ceremony, 
the newlyweds departed in a 
1965 cream Jaguar for pho-
tos along Cunningham Pier, 
where the wind promptly 
carried the bride’s veil into 
the ocean.

At the reception, guests 
enjoyed alternate entrées 
of cold-smoked kingfish or 
smoked duck, followed by 
roast beef with classic ac-
companiments and aromatic 
rock flathead with cham-
pagne beurre blanc.

The couple opened the 
dance floor with a waltz 
sung by the bride’s cousin, 
Sophie Theodosi, before 
transitioning into a lively 
Scottish cèilidh.

Soon, family and friends 
joined in a joyful, semi-co-
ordinated whirl, before the 
evening closed with a disco 

set curated by bridesmaid 
Catherine Brown.

It was a wonder-
fully romantic day—
filled with laughter and 
wind-swept moments.

Sally Brown and Michael Wong are married at Chapel of All Saints in Corio

As Sally declared in her 
speech, “I am the luckiest 
woman on the planet to be 
marrying Michael Wong,” 
and by day’s end, no one 
doubted they had witnessed 

The bomb was a warm 
place to sit! 

This was followed by five 
years in Turkey with the 
British Embassy.

Arriving in Australia 
in 1968, Jim bought a hob-
by farm in Narracan  in 
1975, and in 2012, he moved 
into Trafalgar.

the beginning of a truly spe-
cial love story.

Michael and Sally honey-
mooned in Spain and plan 
to continue to reside in their 
home in Melbourne.



OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 

Sat 9am-12pm 

Phone 03 5634 2500
Shop 3, 101 Princes Highway 

Yarragon, 3823

Traditional Old Fashioned 
Pharmacy Service.  

Blood Pressure Monitoring 
Webster Packing  

NDSS Outlet

Home to all your artisan breads 
and pastries. Open 7 days a week

All banking Services, Bill Payments
All Sizes P O Boxes Available
Western Union, Foreign Currency 
& Money Order
And Most Post Services

34 Station St Thorpdale ph: 03 5634 6226

OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri - 9.00am to 5.00pm

We have just opened at 2 Austin Avenue, Moe with access 
opposite the service station in Moore street Moe.

You might remember Kim & Ricky from a local Trafalgar tyre 
shop who have decided to give it a go on their own, with over 

25 years of combined experience they are your go to tyre 
and wheel alignment experts.

Open 7.30am to 5pm Monday to Fridays
7.30am to 1pm on Saturday

We can help you with new and second hand tyres ranging 
from scooters to Otr and everything in between.

If you are after Old fashioned customer service, give us 
a call on 0418 998 860 or come and see us for an 

obligation free quote
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Councillor Comments

Hi everyone, Bren-
dan Kingwill 
here—your local 

East Ward Councillor. 
I’ll be popping into the pa-

per each month with a quick 
update on what’s happening 
around Yarragon, Trafalgar 
and nearby communities. 

It’s also a chance for you 
to have your say, so if there’s 
something you’d like raised, 
feel free to reach out.

On the infrastructure 
front, there’s ongoing invest-
ment in local roads, with a fo-
cus on doing the job properly 
for the long term. 

Repair works around 
Saleyards Road and Water-
loo Road will help tidy up 

the wear and tear and im-
prove safety for both drivers 
and pedestrians.

This works should 
start soon.

This is just the start, with 
design work already under-
way for a larger reconstruc-
tion of the area. 

If everything lines up, 
more substantial works 
should kick off in the next 
financial year.

Footpath repairs are also 
still a priority, with upgrades 
continuing across town to 
make it easier and safer for 
everyone to get around.

A number of ideas from 
last year’s community con-
sultation are also being 
worked through.

Locals put forward some 
strong, practical sugges-
tions, including playground 
upgrades, options for over-
night caravan parking and 
the growing need for more 
kindergarten places.

These are real, on-the-
ground priorities, and coun-

cil is progressing them as the 
town continues to expand.

The proposed Trafalgar 
library is still very much on 
the radar. 

While it’s in the develop-
ment stage, council is con-
tinuing to push for funding to 
help bring the project to life, 
recognising how important it 
will be for the community.

There are also some 
broader initiatives on the 
way, including the rollout of 
FOGO (Food Organics and 
Garden Organics) in July. 

This will be a big step for-
ward in reducing waste going 
to landfill and supporting 
more sustainable practices 
across the shire. 

This State Government 
driven project is being rolled 
out all over Victoria, and in 
fact, most of Australia. 

This may cause issues for 
some residents but feel to 
reach out and I will assist you 
where I can.

Council is also encourag-
ing locals to have their say. 

The draft budget has 
now been released, and it’s 
a great chance for residents, 
small businesses and com-
munity sporting groups to 
provide feedback.

You can check it out and 
share your thoughts via Baw 
Baw Connect at www.baw-
bawconnect.com.au.

Finally, there’s also 
a petition being raised 
calling for repairs to the 
Thorpdale–Trafalgar Road.

The petition will be avail-
able on-line, with hardcopies 
distributed around some of 
Trafalgar and surrounding 
towns’ businesses.

If this is something you’re 
interested in supporting, 
keep an eye on my Facebook 
page (search Cr Brendan 
Kingwill) for more details on 
how to get involved.

Overall, it’s about keep-
ing things moving now 
while planning smartly for 
the future.

Trafalgar is growing, and 
the focus is on making sure 
it grows well—without los-
ing the strong community 
feel that makes it such a great 
place to live.

That’s it for this month. If 
you’ve got an issue, ideas, or 
just want to chat, don’t hesi-
tate to get in touch.

My contact details: Email: 
brendan.kingwill@bawbaw-
shire.vic.gov.au  mobile: 0474 
652 435

Neil Joiner Holden Heritage Centre celebrates milestone
By Anne Schembri*

Trafalgar Holden 
Museum’s Neil Join-
er Holden Heritage 

Centre is celebrating its first 
anniversary, marking a year 
of sharing stories, memories 
and motoring history with 
the Trafalgar community 
and beyond.

Opened last year as an ex-
tension of Trafalgar Holden 
Museum, the heritage centre 
has quickly become a high-
light for visitors, offering a 
deeper look into the legacy 
of Holden and its place in 
Australian life.

The centre itself, stands 
as a lasting tribute to the 
museum’s founder Neil Join-
er, whose vision and design 
brought the project to life. 

While he conceived the 
space, it was the dedication 
of the museum’s volunteers 
who carried that vision 
through to completion - cre-
ating a display that continues 
to inspire visitors every day.

At the heart of the exhibit 
is a complete line-up of Hold-
en Commodore models-an 
impressive showcase that 

traces the evolution of one of 
Australia’s most iconic cars. 

For many visitors, it’s a 
nostalgic walk through the 
vehicles they owned, drove 
or grew up with.

Upstairs, the experience 
broadens beyond the cars 
themselves, revealing the di-
verse ways Holden became 
part of everyday Australian 
culture. 

Displays explore Hold-
en’s rich history at Bathurst, 
its unique range of brand-
ed jewellery and even a full 

kitchen fitted with Holden 
appliances-an eye-catching 
reminder of the brand’s place 
in Australian homes.

Importantly, the museum 
is open every day and fully 
accessible, ensuring that all 
members of the community 
can comfortably enjoy the 
exhibits and experience the 
stories on display.

With many locals yet to 
experience the new space, 
the anniversary is the perfect 
opportunity to pay a visit or 
return for another look.

Whether it’s reliving 
memories of a first car, dis-
covering something unex-
pected, or simply enjoying a 
unique local attraction, the 
Neil Joiner Holden Heritage 

Centre offers something for 
all ages. 

Locals are encouraged to 
come along, explore the dis-
plays and celebrate one year 
of preserving an important 
part of Australia’s motoring 
and cultural heritage-right 
here in Trafalgar.

*Anne is the secretary of 
Trafalgar Holden Museum.

Some of the Holden Commodore cars in Trafalgar Holden Museum’s Neil Joiner Holden 
Heritage Centre



Let’s get better
Get the care you deserve with our free women’s health services 
across the state. We’re getting better, so you can too. 
 Learn more at womenshealth.vic.gov.au

Some treatments may incur out of pocket costs. Refer to website for more details. Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Driving hours for care
Care close to home
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Free wax removal with
microsuction for

Pensioners and Seniors

(03) 5633 2986 5 Contingent St, Trafalgar

(03) 5633 2986

Director / Audiologist
BA GDipPsych MCAud AAudA
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Brisket and Banter
A farmer wellness 

community event 
was held at Blue 

Rock Lake on 30 April.
Chiefly funded by Na-

tional Centre for Farmer’s 
Health, a gourmet lunch was 
enjoyed by over 75 attendees 
at Willow Grove’s Blue Rock 
Lake picnic ground.

Free health checks by Am-
bulance Victoria and skin 
checks by Mobile Screening 
were conducted nonstop, and 
at midday door prizes drawn 
and a panel discussion was 
held in the central rotunda.

Informative talks were 
given from several providers 
on important supports ser-
vices and health advice to 
the community.

Key messages included:

•	 Australian Farmers have 
a 60 per cent higher 
mortality rate from 
melanoma than general 
population; and

•	 Young farmers are 
seven times more likely 
to experience hearing 
loss, and the impacts 
of hearing loss are 
detrimental to health in 
many ways.

Latrobe Regional Hos-
pital representative Jhodie 
Duncan highlighted the im-
portance of research and 
data collection of high prior-
ity health conditions in the 
Gippsland Region. 

For example, Gippsland 
has the highest occurrence 
of Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease in the 
state, near double the rate of 
other areas.

Gipps Dairy had a guest 
speaker, who is an expert in 

Q fever and offered valuable 
insight into this disease (Q 
fever is a serious bacterial 
disease which is primarily 
spread to humans from an-
imals like cattle, sheep, and 
goats through the inhalation 
of contaminated dust).

A Landcare representative 
spoke of the support services 
irt provides, which include 
community events, sustain-
ability workshops, and weed 
and pest control measures 
available locally.

NEX Solutions highlight-
ed the services they can of-
fer free of charge through 
free Rural Financial Coun-
selling Service and Wellness 
support for emotional and 
physical wellbeing.

Drought affected farm-
ing support grants of up to 
$5000 funding are still open, 
and NEX can help you make 
an application.

Community Bank Trafal-
gar & District’s representa-
tive, Moriah Taylor, recount-
ed her family’s experience 
of melanoma, reinforcing 
how important it is for all 
of us to have skin cancer 
awareness, prevention and 
early detection.

Thank you to Moriah who 
facilitated community bank 
funding to assist with 500ml 
Cancer Council sunscreen in 
the valuable showbags.

Free skin checks are avail-
able at local clinics such as 
Latrobe Skin Check and free 
hearing checks are available 
at local clinics such as Hear-
ing Australia Warragul. 

Don’t wait any longer. The 
earlier you seek support, the 
better the outcome.

Strengthening Community 
Through Local Partnership

Community Bank 
Trafalgar & Dis-
trict has built a 

strong and enduring rela-
tionship with the Trafalgar 
Football Netball Club, across 
both the senior and Junior 
sides over many years.

During this time, it has 
contributed over $70,000 
back into the club, helping 
to support ongoing develop-
ment across all levels.

As such the community 
bank believes in the power of 
local investment. 

Its model is simple 
but powerful, reinvest-
ing its profits back into 
the communities that help 
generate them.

Supporting local organisa-
tions like Trafalgar Football 
Netball Club is the reason 
it exists.

It is strengthening this 
partnership even fur-
ther through a new refer-
ral program designed to 
benefit both the club and 
its supporters.

Club members, families, 
and supporters can now sim-
ply mention Trafalgar Foot-
ball Netball Club or junior 
club when arranging person-
al lending with Community 
Bank Trafalgar & District, 
and the club will receive a 

Trafalgar Football Netball Club president Jamie Marslen with 
Community Bank Trafalgar & District’s branch manager, 
Torina Johnston

direct financial incentive as a 
result of that referral. 

It’s a simple way for every-
day banking choices to deliv-
er real and ongoing benefits 
back to the club.

This initiative reflects the 
bank’s ongoing commitment 
to ensuring every opportuni-
ty to bank locally translates 
into meaningful support for 
your club. 

By choosing Community 
Bank Trafalgar & District, 
you are not only accessing 
personal banking services, 
you are actively contributing 
to the strength and future of 
your club and community.

Making a V/Line for work 
experience

High school students 
across the region embarked 
on work experience in April

Work experience provides 
students with an under-
standing of what it’s like to 
get up and go to work each 
and every day.

Budding V/Line employ-
ee Brodie Forrest was on 
deck at Moe train station 
in mid-April, learning from 
seasoned company veteran 
Adele Pugsley.

Brodie is captain of Trafal-
gar High School, and said he 
was keen to pursue a career 
in customer service.

A time-honoured tradi-
tion at schools, the initiative 
has seen generations of kids 
go on to have stellar careers 
in their chosen field after 
getting a foot in the door 
through work experience.

Source: Latrobe 
Valley Express

Budding V/Line employee Brodie Forrest (right) at Moe train 
station, completing his work experience with V/Line veteran 
Adele Pugsley. Photo: Liam Durkin

No school holidays 
for Gippsland’s 
future workforce.



Discover the biggest Holden collection in the
country, proudly housed right here in Trafalgar!
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Frank is our remaining World War II veteran
As he has done 

for many years, 
99-year-old World 

War II veteran  and former 
long-time Trafalgar resident, 
Frank Waterton prepared to 
mark this year’s Anzac Day.

This year he was at Dan-
denong instead at Trafal-
gar where Frank remains 
a Trafalgar Thorpdale RSL 
sub-branch member.

As part of the last living 
generation of World War II 
veterans, the RSL has be-
come as much about commu-
nity as it is about memory for 
servicemen like Frank.

 “For me, Anzac Day is 
a time to remember the 
mates I served with and the 
lessons they taught us as 
young blokes, and the RSL 
is where those memories 
live on, bringing communi-
ty together to honour those 
who didn’t make it home and 
ensure their legacy is never 
forgotten,” said Frank, who 
enlisted before he was even 
called up (six weeks before 
his 18th birthday in 1944). 

Frank enlisted when aged 
17 as he said, “... it was inev-
itable at that time that the 
papers would arrive for your 
service when you turned 18. 

“I ended up enlisting on 
the 3rd of January 1945 and 
served with 76 Squadron, 81 
Wing of the Royal Australian 
Air Force. 

When he enlisted, Frank 
asked if he could fly Lancast-
er bombers, but because of 
his age, “they (senior officers) 
kept us teenagers as part 
of the ground crew which 
involved servicing aircraft, 
cleaning guns, and readying 
bombs and rockets for mis-
sions flown by others.”

He fondly remembers the 
care that the senior members 
of the unit showed to naïve, 
but enthusiastic teenagers.

“After the war, I was sent 
with the British Common-

wealth Occupation Force 
(BCOF) to Japan, where I re-
mained until my discharge in 
September 1947.”

Now nearing 100 years of 
age (Frank will reach his cen-
tenary in December this year) 
and a resident at Mercy Place 
Lynbrook near Dandenong, 
Frank still vividly recalls his 
time overseas, even down to 
the wallpaper on Japanese 
train carriages

Even after 79 years, 
he still remembers the 
journey to Japan on the 
Troopship Duntroon.

It took four weeks to get 
over there, rather than the 
two weeks to get back.

It wasn’t a straightfor-
ward trip. 

“We stopped in New Guin-
ea because there was an out-
break of gastro on board the 
ship, which caused a fair bit 
of concern among the leaders 
and delayed us for some time. 

“Once that was under con-
trol, we pushed on to Guam,” 
said Frank.

“At Guam, there were 
American troops preparing 
to move out, but before long, 
a big storm came through. 

“We headed back out to 
sea and spent three days rid-
ing it out in the Pacific. 

“It was rough going. When 
the storm finally settled, we 
returned to Guam, restocked 
our supplies, and then set off 
again for Japan. 

“By that stage, we’d 
been travelling for about 
three weeks.”

The ship with its occu-
pants  eventually made its 
way into the Inland sea and 
arrived at Kure near Hiroshi-
ma, which was the headquar-
ters of the British Common-
wealth Occupation Force. 

From there, he travelled 
by train further south to join 
76 Squadron. 

It was a proud unit with 
a strong history in the Royal 
Australian Air Force.

Frank spent almost two 
years in Japan. 

During that time, he was 
also attached to the Royal 
Air Force on special duties 
for a period of three months, 
which Frank remembers as a 
unique experience. 

“I remember my first win-
ter there very clearly.

“It was the first time I’d 
ever seen snow, and it was 
quite a shock.”

The BCOF was made up of 
troops from Australia, Brit-
ain, New Zealand and India, 
who were responsible for the 
southern part of Japan. 

“There was a real sense 
of camaraderie between us - 
the Anzac spirit was strong, 
even so far from home,“ 
said Frank.

The BCOF was command-
ed by an Australian, which 
made the Aussies proud.

“It was an important time 
in my life; challenging, at 
times uncertain, but some-
thing I’ve always remem-
bered with a great deal of re-
spect and pride.”

Anzac Day was always 
significant while Frank was 
in Japan.

“We held large parades, 
including one in Tokyo, and 
also back at base on the pa-
rade ground. 

“Those moments meant a 
great deal to all of us.”

During this time, Frank 
came into possession of a 
Japanese sword found in a 
bombed dump, a relic he lat-
er brought home after for-
mally receiving permission 
to keep it.

Years later, he chose to do-
nate the sword to Trafalgar 
Thorpdale RSL, where it re-
mains on display today. 

“I thought this was the 
best place for it,” he says.

Frank is known for his 
sharp memory and strong 
connection to the RSL 
community, where he re-
mains a well-respected and 
active figure.

The RSL, for Frank, is not 
simply a building. It is a place 
where memory gathers, and 
where it is kept alive.

Friends from Trafalgar 
Thorpdale RSL sub-branch 
still visit him regularly at his 
home in Mercy Place Lyn-
brook, carrying with them 
the easy shorthand of shared 
experience and understand-
ing of time passed.

Reflecting on Anzac Day, 
Frank said it is a special day. 

“Anzac Day means a great 
deal to me because it’s a 
time to stop and remem-
ber the people who never 
came home.

“I had two uncles, Fran-
cis and William, who died in 
World War I. 

“As the years go by, 
there are fewer of us left, 

but you never forget those 
mates, or the family, who 
gave everything.

“When the Last Post plays 
and the wreath is laid, it 
brings it all back. 

“To me, Anzac Day is about 
making sure their sacrifice is 
never forgotten, because the 
life we have today came at a 
great cost for so many.

“And that goes to people in 
Europe, Singapore who lost 
their lives, New Guinea, you 
name it, in The Middle East.”

“I have a quote that I wrote 
down that sums it all up, 
‘When you go home, tell them 
of us and say, for your tomor-
row we gave our today’”

 “When I lived in Tra-
falgar, I used to be part of 
the parades at Trafalgar 
Thorpdale RSL, which were 
always amazing.

“I got to march in the 
parade and be driven in 
the trucks.

This year, Frank stayed 
at his home at Mercy Place, 

where the Dandenong RSL 
sub-branch provided an An-
zac Day service, at which he 
wore his medals with pride

This article was written 
from information provided 
by a staff member at Mercy 
Place Lynbrook.

Former Trafalgar resident and World War II RAAF veteran, Frank Waterton, with Trafalgar 
Thorpdale RSL sub-branch’s president Jim Crowe

Frank Waterton’s official 
photo on his enlistment in 
Melbourne on 3 January 1945
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®®

   75 Princes Highway, Trafalgar, VIC 3824    trafalgar@directchemistoutlet.com.au      (03) 5633 1155

CATALOGUE OUT NOW! SALE DATES: THURSDAY 11th - 25th JUNE 2026

Always read the label and follow the directions for use. Chesty Cough Liquid: For the temporarily relief of chesty cough. Dry Cough 
Liquid: For the temporarily relief of dry cough based on traditional use in Western herbal medicine. 

NOW IN LIQUID
EFFECTIVE COUGH RELIEF

Introductory Workshop
$345

$295 Early Bird Rate

Bush Flower Essences

ABFE WORKSHOPS & COURSES ACCRUE CONTINUING PRACTITIONER
EDUCATION (CPE) POINTS WITH NATIONALLY RECOGNISED

PROFESSIONAL PRACTIONER BODIES, ANTA & ATMS.

COMMENCING SUNDAY JULY 5TH 2026

2-4 PM FOR 8 WEEKS (16 HR)

AT THE HOME OF BETTERMENTALL INC

36 CONTINGENT ST, TRAFALGAR 

t

For more information
Contact: Deb Sharpe 

0421 519 195
www.reminessence.net
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Give Us a Hand: Trafalgar Fire Brigade Calls for Local Volunteers
By Mark Walshe

As Trafalgar contin-
ues to grow, so too 
does the demand 

on its local fire brigade, and 
this month’s message to the 
community is clear; we need 
more people willing to step 
up and lend a hand.

While many people pic-
ture firefighters respond-
ing to bushfires or road ac-
cidents, the reality is that 
a modern volunteer bri-
gade relies on a wide range 
of roles, both on and off 
the fireground.

Whether you’re looking 
for a hands-on challenge or 
a way to contribute behind 
the scenes, there is a place 
for you within Trafalgar 
Fire Brigade.

Operational firefighters 
are trained to respond to 
emergencies of all kinds. 

From grass fires and 
bushfires to house fires, 
road accident rescues and 
flood assistance, these vol-
unteers are on the frontline 
when the community needs 
them most.

They also respond to haz-
ardous material incidents, 
assist with animal rescues 
and undertake fuel reduction 
burns to help prevent fires 
before they start. 

Maintaining and prepar-
ing firefighting equipment is 
another key part of the role, 
ensuring every response is 
safe and effective.

For those who may not 
wish to take on an operation-
al role, support positions are 
equally vital. 

The brigade relies on 
volunteers to help deliv-
er community safety ed-
ucation, organise events 
and fundraising activities, 
manage social media and 
communications, and pro-

vide essential business and 
administrative support.

There are also opportu-
nities to assist with training 
coordination, equipment 
maintenance and health and 
safety, as well as mentoring 
young members through ju-
nior development programs.

Together, these roles 
form the backbone of the 
brigade, and without them, 
the service simply could 
not function.

New member Lincoln 
Graham is one of many locals 
who recently put their hand 
up to get involved. 

While his experience 
is just one example, his 
comments reflect a com-
mon theme shared by 
many volunteers.

“The thing that inspired 
me to join the CFA was be-
cause I love helping out the 
community and making new 
friends,” Lincoln said. 

“Getting on the fire trucks 
and hoses makes me happy 
knowing I am able to help out 
the community.”

Like all recruits, Lincoln 
undertook initial training to 
prepare for the role, gaining 
practical skills and confi-
dence along the way.

“I found the General Fire 
Fighters Training Course 
very helpful because it gave 
me lifelong skills and it pre-
pared me for being out on the 
fire ground,” he said.

Importantly, volunteer-
ing is not about having all 
the skills from day one, it’s 

about being willing to learn 
and commit.

The brigade provides 
training and support, help-
ing members build capability 
at their own pace.

One of the most com-
mon concerns for poten-
tial volunteers is balancing 
brigade commitments with 
everyday life.

However, as many mem-
bers will attest, flexibility and 
support make it achievable.

“I am finding the balance 
between school, work, train-
ing and callouts quite good,” 
Lincoln said, highlighting 
that volunteering can fit 
alongside work, study and 
family life.

For many, the rewards go 
beyond the skills gained. 

There is a strong sense of 
mateship within the brigade 
something that keeps mem-
bers engaged long-term.

“The most rewarding part 
has been making new friends 
and learning new lifelong 
skills,” Lincoln said.

Looking ahead, volunteers 
can continue to grow, take on 
new responsibilities and gain 
additional qualifications. 

Whether it’s advancing as 
a firefighter, supporting bri-
gade operations or mentor-
ing others, there are plenty of 
opportunities to develop.

The key message from 
Trafalgar Fire Brigade is 
simple: you don’t need expe-
rience to get involved, just a 
willingness to contribute and 
be part of a team.

“Joining Trafalgar Fire 
Brigade was one of the best 

things I’ve ever done,” Lin-
coln said. 

“All you need to do is 
stay committed.”

With a wide variety of 
roles available, there’s nev-
er been a better time to 
consider volunteering.

Whether you’re drawn 
to emergency response or 
prefer supporting behind 
the scenes, every role plays 
a part in protecting the 
local community.

Because at the end of the 
day, it’s not just about fight-
ing fires it’s about neighbours 
helping neighbours when it 
matters most.

More information about 
volunteering with the CFA 
can be found on the website: 
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
volunteers-careers/volun-
teer-with-cfa/come-join-us/
give-us-a-hand

Firefighter Lincoln Graham who has recently completed his General Firefighters course with 
Trafalgar Fire Brigade
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Lucas Murphy awarded Francis Gregory Scholarship
By Jennifer Deppeler*

Thorpdale local, Lu-
cas Murphy, has 
been awarded a 

Francis Gregory Scholarship.
The son of well-known lo-

cal farmers, Stuart and Ker-
ri-Ann Murphy, Lucas attend-
ed Trafalgar High School, 
and has now commenced a 
Bachelor of Science Degree at 
the University of Melbourne. 

The philanthropic group, 
Francis Gregory Foundation, 
met at University College on 
Sunday, 3 May to celebrate 
with Lucas and his family.  

On the day, scholarships 
were also presented to Gun-
bower’s Ava Brown, to study a 
Bachelor of Arts (The Austra-
lian National University) and 
to Thornton’s James Gilmore, 
to study a Bachelor of Science 
(Monash University).

June Harvey, the granddaughter of the late Francis Gregory, a 
pioneer of Lardner, presenting Lucas Murphy with his scholar-
ship from Francis Gregory Foundation

The Francis Gregory 
Foundation was established 
by June Harvey, granddaugh-
ter of the late Francis Grego-
ry, a pioneer of Lardner. 

Scholarships bequeathed 
by the Foundation help chil-
dren of farming families 
seeking to pursue univer-
sity education, particularly 
students who may not have 
this opportunity without 
financial support.

The Foundation’s funds 
were derived from the sale of 
the Gregory farm at Lardner, 
as selected by Francis in 1875.  

June, herself, would not 
have been able to attend 
university if not for the Sec-
ondary Studentship Scheme, 
which was in operation when 
she was young. 

Like many other farmers, 
her parents had assets in 
their farm; however, money 
was not readily available to 
meet the costs of a university 
education, especially when 
this entailed living away 
from home.

June’s wish is to pro-
vide scholarships to Year 
12 students from families 
engaged in primary produc-
tion who may not otherwise 
be able to continue on to 
tertiary education.

Francis Gregory Founda-
tion formed in 2012 and has 
been providing scholarships 
to Victorian students from 
primary production families, 
since 2014.

Scholarships are val-
ued at $6000 per year for 

the term of the student’s 
undergraduate studies.

To date, 18 scholar-
ships have been awarded 
to students.

Students have come from 
across Victoria and studies 
to date have included agricul-
ture, pharmacy, engineering, 
communication, audiology 
and radiography.

Lucas is the second Tra-
falgar student to receive this 
award; the first being Emily 
Hornby in 2017 who under-
took a Bachelor of Science 
degree at Monash University.

*Jennifer is the chairper-
son of the Francis Gregory 
Foundation, and may be 
contacted at info@francis-
gregory.org.au if further in-
formation on the foundation 
is required.

Garage Girls coming to Trafalgar
Miss Anderson’s 

Motor Service, 
the all-women 

garage founded by pioneer-
ing mechanic and business-
woman Alice Anderson, will 
be brought to life on stage 
when Garage Girls comes to 
Trafalgar this month.

Written by Candace Miles, 
Madelaine Nunn and Anna 
Rodway, the production 
tells the story of Anderson 
and the women she em-
ployed as mechanics, chauf-
feurs and workshop staff in 
1920s Melbourne.

At a time when motor-
ing was still new and wom-
en were rarely seen behind 
the wheel, let alone under 
the bonnet, Anderson built 
a business that challenged 
convention and made 
national headlines.

The 70-minute produc-
tion combines history, hu-
mour and fast-paced story-
telling, following Anderson 
and her all-female team as 
they carve out a place in a 
male-dominated world.

Anderson died in 1926 at 
just 29, but her short life left 
a remarkable legacy in Aus-
tralian motoring history. 

Presented by Off the 
Leash Theatre, the produc-
tion will also tour to Drouin 
and Bunyip.

Garage Girls will be per-
formed at Trafalgar Public 
Hall on Friday, 19 and Satur-
day,  20 June at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are available via  
offtheleashtheatre.com.au 

Residents are strongly 
encouraged to book tickets 
to support Trafalgar’s public 
hall committee. The Garage Girls are coming to Trafalgar Public Hall



Are your young 
workers equipped
with the right
skills to stay safe?

WorkSafe Young Workers

If you’re an employer, their safety is your responsibility.
Get the tools to support your young workers.
Ask yourself: would you work for you?
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Scan to

contact me 

03 5614 3600 mary.aldred.mp@aph.gov.au

Authorised by M Aldred, 46C Albert St, Warragul VIC 3820

ALDRED

MARY

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR MONASH

MP
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St Joseph’s supports Stand Up Project
Trafalgar’s St Jo-

seph’s school 
promotes and 

implements The Stand Up 
Project (SUP).

The SUP is an initiative 
focused on preventing and 
addressing bullying by em-
powering people to speak 
up, support others, and 
promote kindness.

It raises awareness 
about the impact of bully-
ing through education, en-
couraging individuals to 
become ‘upstanders’ rather 
than bystanders.

Working together, the 
leaders designed and pre-
sented PowerPoint presen-
tations that explained key 
ideas such as the difference 
between being mean on 
purpose, a friendship fight, 
and bullying.

The leaders taught all 
classes in the school about 
the important messages be-
hind SUP. 

They were outstanding- 
showing maturity, confi-
dence and a strong sense of 
responsibility as they led 
their sessions.

They also spoke about 
behaviours that are not ac-
ceptable at school—such as 
rudeness, name-calling, and 
excluding others—and the 
impact these actions can have 
on a person socially, emo-
tionally, and academically.

The school’s students also 
learned what to do when they 
see bullying happening. 

The leaders introduced 
the 4 D’s: Direct, Distract, 
Delegate and Delay, practical 
strategies that help students 
act as upstanders rather than 
walking past a problem.

Each session included 
information, opportuni-
ties for questions, and fun 
brain breaks.

Our SUP leaders present-
ed with honesty, clarity, and 
great leadership.

We are incredibly proud 
of them.

Their work is already 
making a positive differ-
ence, and we look forward 
to seeing this project con-
tinue to grow across our 
school community.

Trafalgar Primary School Celebrates Third 
Straight State Sporting Honour

Trafalgar Primary 
School has once 
again been rec-

ognised as a leader in school 
sport, taking out the 2025 

Victorian School Sports’ Out-
standing School and Com-
munity Partnership Award at 
a ceremony held on Wednes-
day, 25 March.

The latest accolade marks 
an extraordinary three-year 
run for the school, following 
its 2023 win in the same cate-
gory and its 2024 recognition 
as Victorian Primary School 
of the Year.

The 2025 award confirms 
Trafalgar Primary School’s 
position as a benchmark for 
sport and physical education 
across the state.

This year’s success reflects 
a comprehensive and high-
ly structured partnership 
model that has significantly 
expanded participation op-
portunities for students.

Central to this achieve-
ment is an extensive net-
work of partnerships with 
state sporting organisa-
tions, local clubs, and 
professional teams.

Programs delivered in 
collaboration with organisa-
tions such as Hockey Victo-
ria, Cricket Victoria, AFL Vic-
toria, Gymnastics Australia 
and Orienteering Australia 
have provided students with 

expert coaching, structured 
development opportuni-
ties, and clear pathways into 
community sport.

These were complement-
ed by strong local partner-
ships, including Moe Hockey 
Club, Trafalgar Junior Foot-
ball Club, Trafalgar Tennis 
Club and Trafalgar Golf Club, 
ensuring that students could 
transition seamlessly from 
school programs into ongo-
ing participation at club level.

Innovative collaborations 
have also broadened the 
definition of sport within 
the school.

Partnerships with Rhee 
Taekwondo, which now 
operates from the school’s 
gym, and Decipher Dance 
have provided inclusive op-
portunities for students 
with diverse interests, 
while also strengthening 
community connections 
through shared facilities and 
sustained engagement.

Professional sporting or-
ganisations, including the 

Trafalgar Primary School is awarded the 2025 Victorian 
School Sports Award Most Outstanding School and Commu-
nity Partnership.  From left: Robert Williams, Sport Education 
support staff, Heidi Davis, Trafalgar Primary School 2026 co-
sports captain,  Rick White, Trafalgar Primary School’s sport 
and physical education teacher, Libby Blake, Trafalgar Prima-
ry School 2026 co-sports captain, and Cameron Nicholls, Tra-
falgar Primary School principal

Three of St Joseph’s Catholic School’s Stand 
Up Program leaders: Olivia (back) Jaylah and 
Sienna ( front)

Two other Stand Up Program leaders of St Jo-
seph’s Catholic School: Kieren and Jack (back) 
Matilda and Pipa ( front)

Melbourne Stars, South East 
Melbourne Phoenix and 
Collingwood Football Club, 
have further enhanced the 
program, delivering school 
visits that connect elite sport 
with grassroots participation 
and inspire students through 
direct engagement.

Beyond participation, 
the program has created 
meaningful leadership and 
development opportunities.

Students have taken on 
roles in coaching support, of-
ficiating, and event manage-
ment, while staff have worked 
alongside specialist coaches 
to build their own capabili-
ty in delivering high-quality 
physical education.

The result is a sustainable, 
whole-school model that re-
moves barriers to participa-
tion, strengthens community 
ties, and promotes lifelong 
involvement in sport.

“This award reflects the 
strength of our partnerships 
and the shared commitment 
to giving every student the 

opportunity to be involved,” 
said Trafalgar Primary 
School sport and physical ed-
ucation teacher Rick White. 

“What we’ve built is more 
than a program, it’s a con-
nected sporting community 
where students can partici-
pate, develop, and find their 
place in sport.”

With three consecutive 
years of state recognition, 
Trafalgar Primary School 
continues to set the standard 
for how schools and com-
munities can work together 
to maximise student par-
ticipation and engagement 
in sport.



了解您的权利和责任， 
这样您就能讨论工作场所安全事宜。
如要使用中文咨询， 
请致电131 450或访问 
worksafe.vic.gov.au/chinese-simplified

Understand your rights and 
responsibilities, so you can talk  
about safety at work.
To speak to WorkSafe with an 
interpreter call 131 450, or visit 
worksafe.vic.gov.au/languages

工作场所安全 
是我们的 
共同关切

Workplace 
safety is our 
common 
language

Scan for information in  
Simplified Chinese. 

NEWS Traf District News – Distributed to Trafalgar Yarragon Thorpdale and Willow Grove June 2026 – Page 17 



Planning and Environment Act Regulations 2015 (Form 2, section 52(1))  
NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A PLANNING PERMIT  

The land affected by the application is 
located at:  

59 ROWELLS ROAD TRAFALGAR EAST VIC 3824 
• LOT 2 LP62063 

The application is for a permit to:  Use and develop land for a utility installation (Battery 
Energy Storage System and transmission infrastructure) 

and associated buildings and works. 
Note: This is a summary. Full details of the proposal are 

contained within the application documentation  

The applicant for the permit is:  ib vogt Development Australia Pty Ltd c/- WSP Australia 
Pty Limited  

The application reference number is:  PA2504141  

You may look at the application and 
any documents that support the 
application at the office of the 
Responsible Authority.  

Minister for Planning c/- Department of Transport and 
Planning  
• 1 Spring Street, Melbourne VIC 3001  
• Online at https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/permits-and-

applications/ministerial-permits/browse-ministerial-
permits  

A permit is required under the following clauses of the planning scheme:  

Planning scheme 
clause  

Matter for which a permit is required  

35.07-1  Use the land for a utility installation  

35.07-4  Construct a building or construct or carry out works for a utility installation 
Carry out earthworks which change the rate of flow or the discharge point 
of water across a property boundary 

To view applications and supporting documents in person, please email 
james.landy@transport.vic.gov.au to make an appointment to view the plans. This can be done 
during office hours and is free of charge. The plans may also be viewed online at 
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/permits-and-applications/ministerial-permits/browse-ministerial-
permits. 

Any person who may be affected by the granting of the permit may object or make other 
submissions to the responsible authority by email to 
development.assessment@transport.vic.gov.au or by post to Minister for Planning, C/-
Department of Transport and Planning, GPO Box 2392, Melbourne VIC 3001. 
An objection must:  • be made to the Responsible Authority in writing,  

• include the reasons for the objection, and  
• state how the objector would be affected.  

The responsible authority must make a copy of every objection available at its office for any 
person to inspect during office hours free of charge until the end of the period during which 
an application may be made for review of a decision on the application. 

The responsible authority will not decide on the application before:  
 

If you object, the responsible authority will tell you its decision. 

 

29 June 2026
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Evolving standards of veterinary treatment
By Dr Jared Waddell-Smith BSc. BVMS

This month’s article 
will use the exam-
ple of a surgical 

procedure, to compare what 
treatment for your pet might 
have looked like 15 - 20 years 
ago versus now.

Interlinked with 
this changing standard 
of care, is the cost of 
veterinary treatment.

Cost is understandably 
front of mind for many of us 
when having our pets treated.

Whilst inflation means 
that everything increases 
over time, it is known that 
the cost of veterinary care 
has increased more than the 
inflation rate. 

One of the reasons for this 
is that we aren’t comparing 
like for like; two procedures 
which are ‘exactly the same’, 
are actually very different.

THEN: the number of 
drugs used was minimal. 

A sedation prior to an-
aesthesia was often a sin-
gle sedative drug, with no 
pain relief prior to/during 
the procedure.

A single anti-inflammato-
ry pain relief injection was 
given during recovery, pro-
viding mild pain relief for the 
24 hours after surgery. 

NOW: most premedica-
tions are a combination of se-
dation and opioid pain relief. 

They may also include 
medication to reduce anxiety.

Keeping pain and anxi-
ety low, reduces the risk of 
your dog developing a fear of 
the vet clinic after having a 
surgical procedure.

Local anaesthetic is 
often used on the areas 
where the surgery is per-
formed to further reduce 
peri-operative pain.

Some patients will have 
more advanced pain relief 
techniques such as epidural 
anaesthesia or constant in-
fusions of strong pain relief. 
Combining multiple differ-
ent analgesic drugs greatly 
reduces post operative pain, 

with improved recovery 
and healing.

We also dispense ad-
ditional pain relief to be 
given in the first few days 
following surgery.

These improved sedative 
and pain management proto-
cols make the experience of 
surgery far less traumatic for 
the pets.

THEN: intravenous cath-
eters/cannulas were not 
routine, and intravenous 
fluids were not given for 
routine procedures.

NOW: all surgical patients 
have an  intravenous catheter 
and receive intravenous flu-
ids during their surgery. 

This allows drugs to be 
given rapidly when required, 
and the intravenous fluid rate 
can be adjusted to assist with 
maintaining suitable blood 
pressure, which reduces the 
risk of injury to organs such 
as the kidneys and improves 
anaesthetic safety.

THEN: there was a sin-
gle monitoring device that 
beeped to indicate each time 
the animal took a breath. 

The vet often operated 
alone, and only called for as-
sistance for urgent situations.

NOW: we use equipment 
which monitors heart rate, 
respiratory rate, expired CO2 
concentration, body tem-
perature, blood oxygen sat-
uration, blood pressure and 
ECG (heart conduction). 

A nurse is present to 
monitor these parameters 
throughout the anaesthetic 
until recovery, and a software 
program is used for a digital 
record of the values. 

The increased observa-
tion and records means any 
anaesthetic changes are de-
tected and intervention is 
performed early if required, 
which greatly increases 
anaesthetic safety.

THEN: patients had only 
microwaveable heat packs to 
assist with temperature reg-
ulation during anaesthesia

NOW: we use warm air 
blanket systems and ther-

mostatically controlled 
warming pads around an-
aesthetised patients which 
significantly reduces the rate 
of hypothermia occurring 
under anaesthesia.

THEN: blood testing was 
usually only performed when 
an animal was unwell.

NOW: pre-anaesthetic 
blood tests are offered as part 
of an anaesthetic protocol to 
screen for underlying illness 
that might not be detected 
from examination alone. 

We do still perform many 
anaesthetics without routine 
blood testing in young and 
otherwise healthy animals, 
which allows for some flexi-
bility with overall cost.

THEN: four-six months 
was the most common age to 
desex puppies

NOW: there is evidence 
that desexing dogs as an adult 

(especially for larger breed 
dogs) can reduce the risk for 
some health conditions. 

This means a dog previ-
ously desexed at 10 - 15kg, 
might now be getting de-
sexed at 30kg.

__

As you can see, a lot has 
changed for the better. 

Whilst the processes and 
procedures of the past were 
the accepted standard for the 
time, with further knowledge 
we have been able to expand 
and improve treatments for a 
much safer anaesthetic.

This has also led to in-
creased costs however, with 
additional staff involved for 
each patient, increased med-
ication needs, and increased 
equipment, maintenance 
and software costs.

An excerpt from a 1996 Trafalgar Veterinary Centre calendar, promoting what was considered 
advanced anaesthetic monitoring for the time



Hit the open road and into the 
loving embrace of Mother Nature. 
Hike, climb, crawl (or drive, we won’t 
judge) your way to the top. The view 
will take your breath away in more 
ways than one.  

Get lost in breathtaking places like 
Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park.  

VISITVICTORIA.COM

THE 
LITERALLY
BREATH-
    TAKING BIT
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JOIN IN-STORE TODAY!  

®® TRAFALGAR 
(03) 5633 1155

 trafalgar@directchemistoutlet.com.au    

 75 Princes Highway, Trafalgar, VIC 3824 LOCAL LOYALTY Trafalgar Train Station

Princes Hwy

Princes Hwy

M
cCrorey St

Contingent St

Depot Lane

REWARDS PROGRAM
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Remember When… 
100 Years Ago
The Trafalgar and 
Yarragon News
Thursday,  3 June 1926
Tuesday Next
Church Foundation Stone

A general invitation is ex-
tended to the public to be 
present at the ceremony of 
laying the foundation stone 
of St Mary’s Church of En-
gland of Trafalgar. 

The Bishop of Gippsland, 
Dr. Cranswick, will officiate. 

A large and representative 
gathering is expected.

The ceremony is timed to 
start at 2:30 p.m.

When completed, the 
building will be a   decided ac-
quisition to the architectural 
beauty of the town …
Thursday, 10 June
PROGRESS
A Steady Advancement,

Our Yarragon correspon-
dent reports in this issue that 
a building comprising a cof-
fee palace and two shops is to 
be erected in that town. 

The new post office is 
completed and a few weeks 
ago, Mr. Belmaine opened 

his new shop. A double sto-
rey brick hotel is steadily 
going up.

Good progress is being 
made at Trafalgar with the 
new church of England. 

The water supply works 
are nearly completed. 

During the past couple of 
years, a new post office and 
State Savings Bank have been 
erected in the town.

50 years ago
The Trafalgar News 
Wednesday, 2 June  1976
Bright future for Trafalgar

Trafalgar has a bright 
future as an important 
commercial centre for the 
travelling public, but plans 
must be made now to cater 
for demand.

This was the message put 
across on Monday night ... at 
a public  meeting to discuss 
urban renewal.

Their optimism lies in the 
fact that Trafalgar will be the 
only commercial centre on 
the highway between Ber-
wick and Morwell-once the 
Warragul-Drouin freeway 
is completed.

Drought area declared
Official notification has 

been received that Narracan 
Shire is now a drought area.

Narracan Council ap-
plied for a declaration some 
weeks ago.

Benefits available to farm-
ers in the cost of bringing 
fodder into the area by rail. 
areas include a 50 per cent 
rebate on the cost of moving 
stock to agistment by rail 
or transport after the first 
64 km.

A similar rebate is avail-
able  on the cost of bringing 
fodder into the area by rail.

Activities program starts 
at Trafalgar H.S.

Resumption of school for 
the second term has marked 
the start of an elective  activ-
ities program each Monday 
from 1.30 pm. till the end of 
the school day.

The choice of the activi-
ties available includes dra-
ma-video, Greek dancing, 
squash, badminton, golf, tree 
planting, soft goods, pottery, 
carpet bowls, community 
service, woodwork, home 
economics, bird watching 
and a school newspaper.

School Principal, Mr T. 
McGrath, said today the pro-
gram was designed to assist 
students to cultivate interest-
ing and constructive leisure 
activities in a world where 
leisure time would probably 
fill an increasingly large part 
of each person’s life.

10 Years Ago
Traf News
June 2016
Cars converge on Traf for 
Holden Mega Cruise

There were more than 
400 attendees and up to 100 
cars converged on Trafalgar 
Holden Museum to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
iconic 1966 HR Holden.

A “mega cruise” of HR and 
HD Holdens travelled from 
Officer to Trafalgar under 

police escort and arrived at 
the museum about 11am.

The cruise was part of an 
effort to break the world re-
cord for the most HR and HD 
Holdens travelling together.
Men’s Shed: The Lengths 
We Will Go.

Four ladies from the Lion-
esses’ club of Trafalgar, Car-
olyn Eden, President, Tina 
Dewsbury, Kathy O’Connell, 
and Pam McGarrity visited 
the Men’s Shed on Wednes-
day, 27 April. 

Kathy O’Connell present-
ed Eric Johnson, president 
of the Men’s Shed, with a 
cheque for $500 towards 
our new shed project which 
is greatly appreciated by our 
members and will be put to 
good use.

The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of St Mary’s Church of England  of Trafalgar in 
1926. Trafalgar & District Historical Society collection photo.  The church of England is now the 
Anglican Church

The Trafalgar Story 
Continues

By Jean Huffer

Compiled by Jean Huffer, Trafalgar & District Historical Society

The appearance of 
the town changed 
radically in 1977 

when the shops on the north 
side of Main Street were de-
molished to make way for the 
new highway. 

At the same time, new 
shops were built, and old-
er  ones  refurbished on the 
south side.

The mobile library, which 
had been set up for the read-
ing public in 1970, had to relo-
cate its parking  from Railway 
Place to the car park behind 
the hotel. (With its much big-
ger vehicle it again relocated 
in 1999 to the area behind the 
community centre)

Natural gas replaced the 
previous supply of the ’70s.

Towards the end of the 
decade, the Senior Citizens 
Club was able to find a home 
in the former shire offices, 
after the new offices were 
built on the Princes Highway. 

The Narracan Shire had 
celebrated its centenary 
in 1978.

The new primary school 
building on School Road, east 
of the high school, was com-
pleted in 1979.

The ‘80s opened with a 
spirit of optimism. 

The State Electricity Com-
mission was planning fur-
ther expansion of the power 
stations, and the town was 
continuing to grow. 

The new sewerage scheme 
was introduced.  

New housing estates devel-
oped around the School Road 
area in Cross Street, Rose 
Court and Edwards Crescent 
on land originally belonging 
to the O’Meara family.

Trafalgar District His-
torical Society was formed 
in 1985.

Life continued much as 
usual with the Garden Club 
(1952) still running annual 
garden shows, the Trafal-
gar Day Ball still being held 
by the Rotary Club in Octo-
ber, and sporting clubs of all 
kinds providing much of the 
news in the local papers. 

However, change 
was approaching. Looking south towards the railway station from Contingent Street before the duplication of the 

highway through Trafalgar. The shops on the south side of Main Street (now Princes Highway) 
were demolished to allow for the highway’s duplication

Scouts Rendezvous
Anzac Day

The 1st Trafalgar Scout 
Group was once again part of 
Trafalgar’s Anzac Day march.

This is an important day 
for the community,  as we 
pause to remember those 
who serve our country. 

We thank their mem-
bers for their good show 
of support, with all four 
sections marching.

We also thank the R.S.L. 
for including the scout group 
in this important day
Book Fair

Thanks to all those who 
have been donating books for 
the Book Fair. 

We have been inundated 
with books and will not need 
any more until next year, 
thanks to all.
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Trafalgar Community 
Directory

This directory has been compiled to provide a list of local and important 
contacts for the community in Trafalgar. Please advise Trafalgar District 

News of any corrections and additions.

Organisation Contact Email/Website Phone

Baw Baw Shire Council

Baw Baw Shire Council
Email: bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
Website: https://www.bawbawshire.vic.
gov.au/Home

03 5624 2411

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward) Adam Sheehan

Email: adam.sheehan@bawbawshire.vic.
gov.au 
Facebook: @adam4bawbaw

0461 515 690

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward)

Brendan 
Kingwill

Email: brendan.kingwill@bawbawshire.
vic.gov.au 0474 652 435

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward) Kate Wilson

Email: kate.wilson@bawbawshire.vic.
gov.au
Facebook: Kate Wilson - East Ward Baw 
Baw Shire Council

0460 829 001

Members of Parliament
Member for Monash 
(Federal Electorate) Mary Aldred Email: mary.aldred.mp@aph.gov.au 03 5614 3600

Member for Narracan 
(State Electorate) Wayne Farnham Email: wayne.farnham@parliament.vic.

gov.au 03 5623 1960

Education / Childcare

Nido Early School 
Trafalgar

Email: trafalgar@nido.edu.au
Website: https://nido.edu.au/
early-schools/vic/trafalgar/

03 5633 1233

Trafalgar High School

Email: generaloffice@trafalgarhs.vic.
edu.au
Email: Trafalgar.hs@education.vic.gov.au
Website: https://trafalgarhs.vic.edu.au/

03 5633 1733

Trafalgar Primary Early 
Learning Centre

Email: trafalgar@ykinders.org.au
Website: https://ykinders.org.au/
centres/trafalgar/

03 4311 1592

Trafalgar Primary School Email: trafalgar.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: https://www.trafps.vic.edu.au/ (03) 5633 1566

Trafalgar Primary School
(Before and After 
School Club)

Holly Website: https://www.oshclub.com.au/
find-us/trafalgar-primary-school/ 0439 735 713

Sport		

Trafalgar Bowls Club Ian Miles Email: trafalgarbowlsclub@bigpond.com
Website: https://trafalgarbowlsclub.com/ 03 5633 1274

Trafalgar Boxing Gym Shane Cameron
Email: box_on_box_all@hotmail.com
Webite: https://trafalgarboxingclub.
wordpress.com/

0408 962 764

Trafalgar Cricket Club Liam Durkin
Website: https://trafalgarcricketclub.
com.au/
Email: trafalgarcricketclub@gmail.com

0402 556 338

Trafalgar Football Netball 
Club Brett Tonkin

Email: trafalgarnfc@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Football 
Netball Club

0477 636 648

Trafalgar Golf Club
Email: golf@trafalgargolf.com.au
Website: https://www.trafalgargolf.com.au/
Facebook: Trafalgar Golf Club

03 5633 1110

Trafalgar Outdoor Pool
Email: bawbaw@ymca.org.au
Website: https://bawbawpools.ymca.org.
au/trafalgar-outdoor-pool

03 5623 4017

Trafalgar Park 
Community Hub

Facebook: Trafalgar Park Community 
Hub 0418 513 092

Trafalgar Park Croquet 
Club Facebook: Trafalgar Park Croquet Club

Trafalgar Pickleball Club Facebook: Trafalgar Pickleball Club
Trafalgar Ping Pong Club Email: trafalgarpingpongkings@gmail.com 0418 598 174
Trafalgar Polocrosse Club Gill Massey Email: trafalgarpoloxclub@gmail.com 0455 440 062
Trafalgar Pony Club Denise Marriot Facebook: Trafalgar Pony Club 0411 890 299

Trafalgar Tennis Club Sue Klemke Email: trafftennis@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Tennis Club

Trafalgar Victory Football 
Club

Email: committee@tvfc.com.au
Website: www.tvfc.com.au

Other

Baw Baw Arts Alliance Sue Murphy

Email: president@bawbawartsalliance.
org.au
Website: https://www.bawbawartsal-
liance.org.au/bcms/

0428 866 417

BawBaw Sustainability 
Network

Malcolm 
McKelvie

Email: bawbawsn@gmail.com
Website: bbsn.org.au
Facebook: Baw Baw Sustainability 
Network

0490 485 370

BetterMental Together Kerry Rantall Email: bettermentall@gmail.com
Website: https://bettermentall.com.au/ 0477 115 666

Rotary Club of Trafalgar Michael Fozard Email: mrfozard@bigpond.com
Facebook: Rotary Club of Trafalgar 0418 513 092

St John’s Church 
(Trafalgar)
St. Jariath’s Church 
(Yarragon)

Email: Trafalgar@cdsale.org.au
Website: https://www.stjohnstrafalgar.
com.au/

03 5633 1166

Trafalgar and District 
Community Homes Inc. Geoff Hill Email: TDCH@outlook.com.au 0499 004 299

Trafalgar Campdraft Cheryl

Email: gcasecretary74@gmail.com
Website: https://www.gippslandcamp-
draftingassociation.com/
Facebook: Trafalgar Campdraft Associ-
ation Inc

0416 166 027

Trafalgar Cemetry 
Trust Howard Jones

Email: trafalgarpubliccemetery@dcsi.
net.au
Webite: https://australiancemeteries.
com.au/vic/bawbaw/trafalgar.htm

03 5633 2282

Trafalgar CFA 
(non-emergency) Facebook: Trafalgar Fire Brigade 03 5624 1900

Trafalgar Chamber of 
Commerce

Website: https://www.trafalgarchamber.
com.au/

Trafalgar Community 
Notice Board

Facebook: Trafalgar Community Notice 
Board

Trafalgar District News Mick Bourke Email: editor@trafnews.com 03 5633 2591

Trafalgar Farmers Market

Email: Silkroadcommunitymarkets@
gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Farmers Market 
(Silk Road Community Markets)

0417 131 316

Trafalgar Historical 
Society Jean Huffer Email: historicalsocietytraf@gmail.com 03 5633 1960

Trafalgar Holden 
Museum

Email: info@trafalgarholdenmuseum.
com.au
Website: https://trafalgarholdenmuse-
um.com.au/

03 5633 1684

Trafalgar Lions Club David Koschade Email: trafalgarlions@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Lions Club 0428 331 157

Trafalgar Mens Shed Leigh Shepherd Website: https://mensshed.org/sheds/
trafalgar-mens-shed/ 0427 757 505

Trafalgar Opp Shop Glenys Brennan Email: glenys_barnyard@yahoo.com.au
Facebook: Trafalgar Opp Shop 03 5633 2788

Trafalgar Police Station 
(non-emergency)

Email: TRAFALGAR.UNI@police.vic.
gov.au 03 5633 1188

Trafalgar Probus Club Glenda Mynard Email: glendamtraf@gmail.com 0458 332 149
Trafalgar Public Hall Tanya Stanley Email: trafalgarpublichall@gmail.com 0409 015 662
PLEASE DIRECT ANY CHANGES TO EDITOR@TRAFNEWS.COM

Event Date/Time Location

Warragul Parkrun
Reigster at www.parkrun.com.au/warragul/

Every Saturday
8am

Brooker Park,
Warragul

Trafalgar Farmers Market
Fresh produce, local crafts, and community

First Saturday of 
Each Month

McGregor Park,
Trafalgar

Longwarry Fire Brigade Market First Sunday of 
Each Month Longwarry Fire Station

Rokeby Market
Second Saturday of 
Each Month
8am to 12:30pm

Rokeby Recreation 
Reserve

Warragul Farmers Market Third Saturday of 
Each Month

Logan Park
Warragul

Trafalgar Playgroup
Runs during the school terms

Every Thursday
9:30am to 11am Scout Hall, Trafalgar

GCS – Raising Awareness One Drive at a Time Inc
Community outreach service and mental health 
support

Every Friday
11am to 3pm

Moe Neighbourhood 
House

Croquet at the Traf Hub Every Saturday 10am Traf Park Croquet Cub
Ashby Street

Try pickleball in Trafalgar Every Tuesday 6pm Trafalgar High gym

Parkrun Rokeby Crossover Rail Trail Every Saturday, 8am 
to 9.30am

Rokeby Crossover Rail Trail, 
2 Ash Grove, Rokeby,

Walhalla Goldfields Railway - Train Rides
All aboard a very special journey down Stringer’s 
Creek Gorge

Weekends 10am, 
12pm, 1:30pm
Wednesdays 10am, 
12pm. Also running 
daily during the 
school holidays.

Walhalla Station

Pop-Up Playgroup
Includes a range of activities sure to keep children 
with different interests entertained, including 
music, crafts, physical play and story time

Tuesday, 2 June:  
10-11.30am

MacGregor Hall, 8 MacGregor 
Park Lane, Trafalgar

Football & netball: Poowong v. Trafalgar Saturday 6 June Poowong Recreation Reserve

Tanjil Valley Art Show
The greatest ittle art show in Gippsland

Saturday, 6 June 
to Monday, 8 June: 
10am-4pm

Old Hill End School, Paynters 
Road, Hill End

Thorpdale Market
Enjoy live music, food vans, arts & crafts, 
jewellery, plants, home wares, trash and 
treasure, and lots more

Sunday, 7 June: 
10am-2pm

14 Johnstone Street, 
Thorpdale

Football & netball: Trafalgar v. Nilma Darnum Saturday 13 June Trafalgar Recreation Reserve

Willow Grove Winter Market
A new & exciting winter market hosted by the 
Willow Grove CFA held indoors at the heated & 
spacious Willow Grove Hall. Enjoy a large variety 
of stalls from local & surroundings areas

Saturday, 20 June: 
8.45am-1pm

Willow Grove Community 
Centre, 12 Moe Willow Grove 
Road, Willow Grove

Football & netball: Trafalgar v. Longwarry Saturday 20 June Nyora Recreation Reserve

Yarragon Arts Council - Josh Hooke
Originally from country Victoria, Josh completed a 
PhD in Music Performance in 2023 at the Universi-
ty of Melbourne under Professors Ian Holtham and 
Paul Kildea, and is currently the Kenneth Moore 
Memorial Music Scholar at Janet Clarke Hall

Sunday, 21 June 2026: 
3-4pm

Yarragon Studio, 515 Yarra-
gon South Road, Yarragon
Cost & booking: www.
trybooking.com/events/
landing/1531524

Yarragon Community Craft & Produce Market
Showcasing a range of local produce, art and crafts

Saturday, 27 June: 
9am-1pm

Waterloo Park Yarragon, 
Princes Highway, Yarragon

Football & netball: Trafalgar v. Longwarry Saturday 27 June Trafalgar Recreation Reserve

If you have an event, please feel free to send information to us 
(editor@trafnews.com). Trafalgar District News is distributed in 

Trafalgar, Yarragon, Thorpdale and Willow Grove. 

What's On around Trafalgar
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Arts Alliance is very active
By Carol Monson

Behind every vol-
untary commu-
nity-based organ-

isation there is always a 
committee of dedicated and 
creative volunteers.

Baw Baw Arts Alliance 
(Bbaa) is one such group in 
which members are encour-
aged to respond to fresh 
ideas stimulating creativity. 

The latest inspiration is 
the ‘Teal Room Challenge’ in 
the Station Gallery, Yarragon. 

This challenge is an ini-
tiative of Sue Murphy who 
heads the committee manag-
ing the Station Gallery, Tra-
falgar Artspaces and the VRI 
Hall in Warragul. 

Each month members 
of Bbaa are asked to create 

a small work of Art along 
a theme.

The May theme of In-
sects resulted in some 
extraordinary responses.

Imagine moths in felt, but-
terflies in wire. 

Bbaa hopes the theme of 
‘Nature’s Treasures’ in June 
will produce even more co-
lourful and eclectic small 
works of Art that visitors 
will enjoy.

Take time to vis-
it the ever-changing ex-
hibitions in the ‘Station 
Gallery’, Yarragon.

During June, Pat Smith-
son displays the results of 
experimenting with a style of 
painting that reference her 

1999 mural painting busi-
ness, ‘Over the Walls’. 

Pat has used an ancient 
grid method to enlarge orig-
inal designs. 

All the semi abstract 
acrylic paintings are her re-
sponses to the beauty of na-
ture she sees around.

At the same time an art-
ist new to the Baw Baw Arts 
Alliance, Sue Crees, has her 
gentle sea scapes hanging ‘On 
the Wall’, a smaller section of 
the gallery.

Bbaa continues to offer 
arts activities to the public 
throughout the year so do 
not miss the free workshops 
at the VRI Hall, Queen Street, 
Warragul, on the third Satur-
day morning of each Month. 

The May felting work-
shop attracted a number 
of both experienced in the 
Art of felting and those with 
less felting know how but all 
were welcome.

Coming up on Saturday, 
20 June is a chance to see the 
work of the Artists involved 
in the Warragul Art Group 
and chat to some of them 
about their work. 

While at the VRI Hall pick 
up information about the 
many media and skills-based 
workshops and drop-in 
groups conducted by the Arts 
Alliance every week. 

See https://www.baw-
bawartsalliance.org.au for 
further information.

Michelle Beer (left) and  Sue Murphy at the felt making work-
shop at the VRI Hall, Warragul

John Hanley is guest speaker at Probus
By Glenda Mynard

We’ve had anoth-
er busy month 
at Trafalgar 

District Probus with a lot of 
our activities in Trafalgar or 
our local area. 

Twice a month we sup-
port some of our local cafes 
when we gather for a coffee 
and chat at Eat, Live, Fresh or 
Coffee Life.  

Anyone is welcome to join 
us for a coffee and meet some 
of the locals. 

Each month, following 
our general meeting, we have 
lunch at the Criterion Hotel. 

Our monthly dine out is 
planned for a friendly afford-
ably venue a little further 
afield, our most recent at The 
Morwell Club. 

We were fortunate 
when members  went on 
our monthly garden visit 
to explore a small garden 
in Newborough in brilliant 
autumn sunshine.

This garden was filled 
with many colours and even 
a fluffy white chook. 

Members swapped tips 
and many left with cuttings 
to try in their own garden.

John Hanley was our guest 
speakerat our May meeting,  
and he took us back in time 
when Trafalgar  had a very 
different telephone system.  

Households had a land-
line and calls were connect-
ed by a telephonist in the 
local exchange.

The first Trafalgar Tele-
phone exchange was opened 
in the Post Office in 1910.

John worked on  the ex-
change in 1959 as a tech-
nician and looked after a 
district including Walhalla, 
Willow Grove, Thorpdale , 
Narracan and Trafalgar to 
mention a few. 

John got to fix faults, and 
linesmen had to keep the 
lines in order. 

Telephonists were an ex-
tremely helpful and import-
ant  part of the community. 

They became the local 
encyclopedia, cookbook 
and problem solver for 
many callers.

Many subscribers let the 
telephonist know when “they 
would be out” so she could 
let callers know when they 
“would be in”.

In 1925,  as more sub-
scribers  were connected, 
the service was upgraded to 
‘continuous service’, which 
meant the exchange would 
be staffed 24 hours each day.  

Women were not allowed 
to operate the exchange 
during the night. 

This shift was covered by a 
‘night boy’.

About 50 years ago, Trafal-
gar and other local exchang-
es, became automatic,  and 
callers were no longer greet-
ed by the local telephonist.

Communication in to-
day’s modern world is very 
different as we live with a 
mobile phone which goes 
way beyond merely talking 
to someone.

They connect us to the 
world, provide entertain-
ment, productivity, naviga-
tion, health monitoring, and 

more, making them essential 
tools in modern life. 

John has researched and 
written the history of the 
former Trafalgar telephone 
district, including the lines 
depots and technicians, and 
was able to record the impor-
tance of this time and work-
ers in Trafalgar’s  history.

Former Postmaster General Technician John Hanley spoke of 
his experiences and gave a brief history involving Trafalgar’s 
early telephonic systems.  Here he is (centre) with Trafalgar Dis-
trict Probus Club’s president Pam McGarrity and guest speaker 
organiser, Greg Lamb (right)

Trafalgar District Probus Club members enjoying morning tea 
at Eat, Live, Fresh

New committee elected at 
RSL AGM

Trafalgar Thorpdale 
RSL sub-branch’s 
annual general 

meeting, held on 8 April for-
mally confirmed the commit-
tee for 2026. 

The sub-branch is in ca-
pable hands, with Jim Crowe 
continuing as president. 

Paul Altamore has taken 
on the dual roles of senior 
vice president and secretary, 
while Pattanan Nadia Dodson 
completes the executive team 
with her role as treasurer.

The broader manage-
ment committee brings 
together a dedicated team 
supporting all facets of 
Sub-Branch operations.

Malcolm Dodson has been 
appointed assistant treasur-
er, Leonie Gracie as welfare 
officer and Wilma Franklin 
as appeals officer.

Marcus Barker will over-
see membership, while 
Grady Edwards takes on 
building maintenance.

Phil Jamieson continues 
as bar manager, with Tracey 
Chambers responsible for 
the kitchen.

Jonathon Marsh will man-
age our memorabilia, and 
Mark Walshe takes on the 
role of publicity officer.

Supporting these roles are 
several members who have 
generously volunteered their 
time in specific portfolios. 

John Franklin will assist 
with appeals, Emma Thomas 
has taken on the role of social 
media coordinator, and Alan 
Smith will serve as librarian.

Looking ahead, there are 
several upcoming opportu-
nities for members and the 
community to come together.

The next Meal and Raffle 
Night will be held on Friday 
12 June, and promises anoth-
er enjoyable evening. 

In addition, the Sub-
Branch continues to open its 
doors to the public every Fri-
day evening from 4:30pm for 
Friday night “sippers”. 

These relaxed gatherings 
provide a welcoming envi-
ronment for members, fami-
lies and the broader commu-
nity to connect, share a drink 
and enjoy the hospitality and 
memorabilia of the RSL.

The strength of the Trafal-
gar RSL Sub-Branch lies in its 
people, and it is through the 
commitment of both com-
mittee members and volun-
teers that we are able to con-
tinue delivering meaningful 
services, commemorations 
and social opportunities for 
our community.

As we move further into 
2026, we encourage both 
members and the wider pub-
lic to stay engaged with the 
sub-branch. 

Whether attending 
events, supporting appeals 
or simply taking the time to 
reflect on the significance 
of our shared history, every 
contribution helps to ensure 
that the values we uphold re-
main strong and visible with-
in the community.

Dinner night on Friday, 8 May with catering by Catering By Jay. 
Photo Pattanan Nadia Dodson

By Mark Walshe
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Trafalgar 
Tennis 

Club AGM

Trafalgar Tennis 
Club is holding 
its annual general 

meeting on Monday, 20 July.
The tennis club commit-

tee invites all current mem-
bers and any interested com-
munity members to attend 
this meeting at 7pm in the 
tennis clubrooms.

Brooke Wyatt is top 
volunteer

Football Victoria 
2026 Female Foot-
ball Week Volunteer 

of the Year is Brooke Wyatt of 
Trafalgar Victory FC 

From MiniRoos coordi-
nation and match day oper-
ations to events, photos, and 
junior support, Brooke plays 
a key role across every level of 
the club.

Her tireless commitment, 
leadership in growing par-
ticipation, and ability to cre-
ate a welcoming, family-first 
environment make her an 
outstanding recipient of 
the award.

Source: Football Victoria 
Facebook page

Football Victoria’s Female 
Football Week Volunteer of 
the Year, Trafalgar Victo-
ry’s Brooke Wyatt with here 
award 

June is busy month football netball club
By Jamie Marslen

As Trafalgar Football 
Netball Club moves 
deeper into the 

2026 season, the atmosphere 
around the club continues to 
be extremely positive, with 
both football and netball 
groups travelling well on and 
off the field. 

Morale across the club 
remains excellent, with 
players, coaches, volunteers 
and supporters all contrib-
uting to a strong and united 
club culture.

The club’s football pro-
gram has continued to show 
strong competitiveness 
across all grades, while the 
netball group continues to 
display determination, re-
silience and improvement 
each week.

Importantly, the social 
side of the club is also thriv-
ing, with strong attendance 
at Thursday night meals 
and club functions helping 

Trafalgar and Lang Lang senior football and netball clubs’ 
senior teams observing a minute’s silence prior to the respec-
tive First XVIII and A Grade games on Anzac Day at Trafalgar 
Recreation Reserve

Trafalgar Football Netball Club president, Jamie Marslen 
(right) and Rebecca Schena (Community Bank Trafalgar & 
District) present a cheque worth $2500 to Trafalgar Thorpdale 
RSL sub-branch president, Jim Crowe, from gate proceeds at 
the Trafalgar Lang Land football and netball games on 25 April

bring the wider Trafalgar 
community together.

One of the highlights of 
the season so far was proudly 
hosting the Anzac Day clash 
on Saturday, 25 April against 
Lang Lang. 

This marked the first 
time since the Covid-affected 
2020 season that Anzac Day 
had fallen on a Saturday, and 
the first opportunity since 
2015 for the club to host and 
play on Anzac Day itself.

That made the occasion 
especially significant, as 
once again, the club’s teams 
took to the field and courts 
on the nation’s most import-
ant day of remembrance.

The day carried enor-
mous meaning for the club 
and community, bringing 
people together in the spirit 
of mateship, remembrance 
and respect.

The club was also ex-
tremely proud to donate all 

gate proceeds up to 1pm from 
the day to Trafalgar Thorp-
dale RSL Sub-Branch, which 
raised $2500. 

It was a fantastic day 
both on and off the field and 
one that will hold lasting 
significance for many years 
to come.

June shapes as another 
exciting month for the club, 
highlighted by the upcom-
ing Mid-Season Ball on 13 
June, which is always one of 
the biggest social events on 
the calendar.

Later in the month, the 
club will also proudly host its 
Mental Health Round against 
Longwarry Football Netball 
Club on 27 June at home, an 
incredibly important round 
promoting awareness, con-
nection and support within 
our sporting communities.

With plenty of football 
and netball still ahead, the 
club encourages all mem-

bers of the community to 
brave the wintery weather, 
don your red and white, grab 
something hot from the can-
teen and barrack from the 
sidelines, or, for those a little 
less adventurous, enjoy the 
game from the comfort of 
your car with the heater on 
full blast.

Thank you for your con-
tinued support through-
out June and as the season 
rolls on.

Go Bloods!

Junior footballers visit The Summit
Trafalgar Junior 

Football Club Team 
held a ‘Building 

Day’ over its bye weekend lo-
cated at The Summit Adven-
ture Park Trafalgar, with ap-
proximately 50 players plus 
coaches and parent helpers 
from Trafalgar Junior Foot-
ball Club participated in 
the day.

This was the club’s second 
year at the Summit. 

The club is extreme-
ly grateful for the support 
of Community Bank Tra-
falgar and District in the 
form of sponsorship, pay-
ing for the day, so there 
was no cost for players and 
other participants.

Parent comments sur-
rounding the day noted they 
particularly loved how the 
players enjoyed themselves. 
Some of the parents’ com-
ments were: “The words of 
encouragement and helping 
their team mates out. No one 
gets left behind.”

“Seeing them all get mud-
dy even before it was time to 
get muddy. Working togeth-
er.” and that was a “great idea 
with the bye being so early in 
the year.”

The Under 10s’ players ,in 
particular loved, the mud, 
with the Under 12s enjoying 
the leap of faith.

Community Bank Trafal-
gar & District’s Community 
Engagement Advisor, Mori-
ah Taylor said, “The bank is 
proud to support the next 
generation of players at Tra-
falgar Football Netball Club.

“Investing in junior 
sport is about more than 
the game, it’s about build-
ing confidence, connection 
and a strong sense of com-
munity before the season 
even begins.

“We’ve proudly support-
ed both the junior and se-
nior clubs since opening our 
doors over 22 years ago and 
we’re committed to continu-

ing that journey with them,” 
said Moriah.

Eli Hawkes, the Under 14s 
vice-captain enjoyed the day, 
saying, “The team building 
day at The Summit was a fun 
day out for the Traf Junior 
footy club.

“We got to do fun activi-
ties like the mud run (my fa-
vourite) and the Snowy River 
challenge, which I heard a lot 
of people fell in the water, in-
cluding me. 

She thanked the commit-
tee, The Spud Shed, Commu-
nity Bank Trafalgar & Dis-
trict, IGA and the team at The 
Summit for a great day.

Matt Franke, Trafalgar 
Junior Football Club’s vice 
president said the day was 
for the players from all age 
groups, U8, U10, U12 and 
U14s to bond and help each 
other through the challeng-
ing activities at The Summit 
Adventure Park.

“It was a chance for the 
families, team coaches and 
the committee members to 

get together and catch up 
over a BBQ and watching the 
kids having a great time.

“A  day like today is only 
possible with the support 
and offerings from our great 
club sponsors.

He also thanked all who 
helped out on the day, the 
junior club committee and 
parents who put their hands 
up and cooked the BBQ, took 
photos and helped guide the 
groups through the activities.

The club extended a huge 
thank-you goes to both Tra-
falgar IGA for their generous 
donation of all BBQ supplies 
and The Spud Shed Trafal-
gar for the fruit supplied for 
the day.

Traf District News thanks 
Latrobe Valley Express for 
three of the captions sup-
porting the photos

Everyone agreed a high-
light was the final activity, 
‘the mud run’, which, as the 
name suggests, left all the 
kids in quite a muddy state.

Mateship: Hanging high
Preparation: Junior footballers get accustomed 
to the mud likely to hit grounds this winter

Challenge: Players were required to work as a 
collective to pass each obstacle
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