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Bollies

ollies Oodle Farm
Stay is a family
business, in struc-

ture and in heart.

Run by mother Kellie
and her daughter Tayla on
the outskirts of town off
Yulungah Road, the Farm
is an idyllic destination for
your furry friends. Over the
past few years, they've de-
veloped a personalised and
genuine dog boarding alter-
native. Kellie stresses that
to them, your dog is “not just
another number.”

The idea for the farm
was born out of heartbreak
when Kellie lost her hus-
band and Tayla, her father.
Kellie, needing to make her
own way in life, committed to
her passion for dog training,
specialising in breeding and
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Oodle Farm Stay: Paradise for dogs

By Jordan Ross

training Groodles. Howev-
er, Kellie found that her cli-
ents and their pets were not
having positive experiences
with the boarding kennel
options available to them.
Their dogs came back uncar-
ed for and were regressing in
their training. This was the
beginning of Bollie’s Oodle
Farm Stay.

The business offers a
range of services. Accom-
modation for dogs were pur-
pose-built facilities and 20
acres of beautiful, scenic land
provides a great experience.
Kellie and Tayla also live on
the same property as the
farm stay, meaning the dogs
are really welcomed into the
family with round-the-clock
care. The facilities can hold
up to 30 dogs, but they gen-

Kellie and Taylah who run Bollies Oodle Farm Stay.

erally care for around 15 at
atime.

In addition to accommo-
dation, they provide: train-
ing, scenic dog walks, post-op
and rehab care, and profes-
sional or in-house grooming.

The mother-daughter duo
are grateful for the help of
the Baw Baw Shire Council
as well. They'd heard “horror
stories” about starting a busi-
ness, but council support
services were “absolutely fan-
tastic” in their support.

But running the farm is
not without its challenges,
with Tayla admitting that dif-
ferent challenges are “always
pop[ping] up.”

However, Kellie reaffirms,
‘everything goes into the
dogs or the kennels,” and 1
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don’t think she’d have it any
other way.

Kellie is the dog special-
ist, she loves giving the dogs
a sense of purpose and says
that being around them gives
her calmness. Tayla jokes
that her mum doesn’t holiday
as she doesn’t like to be away
from her dogs for too long.
Tayla, whose background is
in hairdressing, has the ad-
min and marketing covered.

Working together means
they can prioritise family

The farm offers dog training.

Simon James

Plumbing

time as well. Kellie gets to
spend lots of time with her
young grandchildren and
says she is “very lucky” to be
so close to her family.

The farm attracts many
dogs from Melbourne. Tay-
la estimates that 90% of
their clients travel from the
city; as the owners jetset
off on holidays, their dogs
are experiencing their own
regional getaway.

And the pair don’t plan
on stopping anytime, they're

planning an expansion and
are diving into a holistic ap-
proach that helps with bring-
ing about calmness.

While the days are long,
often starting at 5 am, the
work is rewarding. The pas-
sion Kellie and Tayla share for
caring and training dogs is
clear. This is a business built
on care, nurture, dedication
and dog handling expertise.

More information avail-
able at: www.bolliesoodle-
farmstay.com.au/home.
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Traf News Inc Committee of

raf News Inc, the
publisher of Traf
District News, now

has a new Committee of
Management with other vol-
unteers keen to complete the
quota of seven members.

At the March meeting
the following positions were
filled:

President: Michael Fozard
OAM

Vice President: Mick Bourke
OAM

Secretary: Judy Bishop
Treasurer: Mick Bourke

Committee member: Ric
Nicholson

Each of these members
bring  considerable ex-
perience of volunteering
within the Trafalgar com-
munity, currently holding
responsible  positions  of
project management.

The editor, Jordan Ross,
has had a huge task tak-
ing over the role since the
death of the previous editor,
Trevor Colvin.

The committee is great-
ly appreciative of Jordan’s
contribution  these last
few months.

The current produc-
tion team includes: Lucy
Gatti in Advertising and
Alana Moon (Graphic De-

sign). Colin Matthies is the
financial Bookkeeper.

Currently eight locals
distribute the 2500 copies
to Trafalgar and Yarragon
letterboxes and support-
ing businesses in Trafalgar,
Yarragon, Thorpdale and
Willow Grove.

Another four volunteer
distributors are required to
reduce the individual time
needed for this task.

Community members are
urged to support our local
paper by becoming mem-
bers of Traf News Inc, which
requires completing an ap-
plication form and $5 sub-

Management Formed

scription. Forms are avail-
able through the secretary
by email: judy.bishop53@
hotmail.com

This membership base
provides an important body
of support to the paper.

Local sporting clubs, com-
munity groups and interest-
ed community members are
invited to submit articles for
consideration to the editor
by 15th of each month.

Traf District News is for-
ever grateful for the financial
support supplied by the wide
bank of advertisers in our re-
gion, without whom the pa-
per could not exist.

Fun events to stay active and connected

et ready for a fun-
filled school holi-
days this April as

local youth dive into an excit-

ing line up of creative and ac-
tive events designed to keep
school aged kids entertained
and engaged.

Letter from the
Editor

ear Readers,

D It's time I an-
nounce my depar-

ture from the role of editor
of the Traf District News.
It’s been a privilege to be in-
volved in this community
newspaper since April 2024,
and in the role of editor since
January 2025. I've learned a
lot about journalism and
the newspaper industry,
with many thanks to the late
Trevor Colvin and his wife
Susie. Trevor was a mentor
to me during his final year
and I will forever be grate-
ful for that. I also learned a
lot about Trafalgar and the
surrounding townships and
shire. For this, my under-
standing and appreciation
for life in regional Australia
is much richer. I have also
learned about the impor-
tance of community news-
papers: the power they have
to bring people together and
share the small stories of ev-
eryday Australians. I'd like
to thank Lucy Gatti for her

continued work in the adver-
tising role, without her we
couldn’t afford to print the
paper. Thank you to Alana
Moon as well: A great friend
and a terrific graphic design-
er. Thanks as well to all the
volunteers and contributors
who have made this newspa-
per the way it is during my
tenure here.

I wish the Traf District
News every success and hope
for its continued publication.
For now, the paper is in the
trusty and reliable hands of
Mick Bourke, a former editor
who will be taking over in the
interim and the search be-
gins for a permanent editor.

I'd finally like to thank Mi-
chael Fozzard, the president
of our committee, for his un-
derstanding and support for
my decision to step away. It
means a lot.

For those who celebrate
Easter, happy holidays!

Thanks
Jordan

Free wax removal with
microsuction for
Pensioners and Seniors

these school holidays

Run by the Council sup-
ported YABBies (Youth Ad-
vocates for Baw Baw), the
upcoming school holiday
program features activities
that provide safe and wel-
coming spaces for young peo-
ple to connect with friends,
learn new skills and try
something new.

Baw Baw Shire Mayor
Councillor Kate Wilson said
the program provided a
great way to spend time with
friends during the break
from school.

“The YABBies have done a
great job pulling together a
range of fun and free events

for secondary school aged
kids to enjoy,” said Cr Wilson.

“These events give young
people something truly ex-
citing and positive to look
forward to during the school
holidays. Theyre a fantas-
tic opportunity to build con-
fidence, form meaningful
connections and strength-
en a sense of belonging in
our community.”

Some events include:
Sushi Making in Drouin on
April 8, Paint & Snack in
Longwarry on April 14 and
Live at the Skatepark in War-
ragul on April 17. More infor-
mation can be found on the
Baw Baw Shire website.

Volunteers Needed
to Distribute the
Traf District News

re you a keen
walker around the
streets of Trafalgar

or Yarragon?

Can you spare a few hours
once a month to help dis-
tribute our newspaper to
town letterboxes?

We need delivery help
with streets between Contin-
gent Street and Dodemaides
Rd, Trafalgar, north of Princ-

_resolve

Sean French
Director / Audiologist
BA GDipPsych MCAud AAudA

es Highway, Trafalgar and
east of Loch St, Yarragon.

Any contributions are
certainly appreciated.

Please contact Judy Bish-
0p 0402 204 770 with any of-
fers of assistance.

Meanwhile, please collect
your free copies from several
local distributors in Trafal-
gar and Yarragon.

HEARING

Trafalgar Primary Care
5 Contingent St, Trafalgar

Book now: (03) 5633 2986

We're for
healthy hearing
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Neighbourhood Houses under threat due to lack of funding

By Jordan Ross

ers and advocates of

the  Neighbourhood
Houses organisation rallied
on the steps of Victoria’s
State Parliament. Neigh-
bourhood Houses are local
organisations that provide
social, educational and rec-
reational activities for their
communities. They are con-
nected together under a
state organisation.

Back in October of last
year, the Neighbourhood
Houses Victoria launched a
Keep Our Doors Open cam-
paign. They've been calling
on the state government
to increase their funding
to $11.7 million to avoid the
risk of the closure of up to
200 neighbourhood houses
across the state.

In February, support-

“Rising costs, growing
community demand, and

eroded core funding are
forcing houses across the
state to cut hours, staff, and
programs,” said Keir Pater-
son, CEO of Neighbourhood
Houses Victoria.

“Without urgent action,
communities risk losing the
safe, inclusive spaces thou-
sands of Victorians rely on
every week.”

The rally was supported
by political parties across
the spectrum.

Local Nationals MLC, Me-
lina Bath said, each week
more than 185,000 Victori-
ans access Neighbourhood
House services in their lo-
cal communities - many of
these are in regional Victoria
where access to support is
most limited.

“Neighbourhood  House
staff and volunteers are work-

ing incredibly hard to support
our communities, but without
adequate funding, programs
will be cut and services re-
duced and some face clo-
sures,” she said.

“The Nationals are call-
ing on the Allan Labor Gov-
ernment to guarantee their
future by delivering fund-
ing certainty as our region-
al and rural towns cannot
afford to lose their local
Neighbourhood Houses.”

The Greens and the Vic-
torian Socialists have also
called on the government to
increase support and fund-
ing for Neighbourhood Hous-
es in recent months.

The state budget - to be
released in May - will deliver
the answer to whether these
calls have been enough to
save houses across the state.

Australia’s Largest Holden Museum

ocals who haven’t
L visited the Trafalgar
Holden Museum in
a while may be surprised by
just how much has changed.
The museum has recently
welcomed several vehicles
from the famous Garry Rog-
ers Motorsport team, adding
an exciting piece of Austra-
lian racing history to the
collection. New displays ex-
ploring Holden’s design story
have also been added, giving
visitors a look behind the
scenes at how some of Aus-
tralia’s most iconic cars were
created. Adding to the excite-
ment is a special ute display
celebrating 75 years since the
launch of the very first Hold-
en FX Ute.

Since opening in 2014,
the Trafalgar Holden Muse-
um has grown into the larg-
est Holden museum in the

country - and quite possibly
the world. With more than
4,000 square metres of dis-
play space, the museum is
home to over 100 vehicles

and thousands of Holden-re-
lated items that tell the sto-
ry of one of Australia’s most
recognisable brands. Many
locals say they’ve never been

through the doors, but with
so much history right here in
town, it might be time to see
what’s in your own backyard.

Museum secretary Anne Schembri, museum president Jenny Middleton and Steve Dimopoulos
MP at the opening of a new exhibition last year.
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DOMESTIC CLEANING

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

END OF LEASE CLEANS
SCHOOL CLEANING

BUSINESS / OFFICE
CLEANS

BUILDERS CLEANS
NDIS CLEANING

WORKCOVER
CLEANING

Contact Sarah
0416 204 505

JENKINS HOME
HARDWARE

The Keep Our Doors Open Rally on the steps of parliament. Me-
lina Bath MLC with representatives from Neighbourhood House
organisations. Image supplied.

Craf District News
EDITOR

Position available

Traf News Inc., is seeking an editor.

The person is responsible for the production
of Traf District News.

The incumbent works in a team including the
reporters, graphic designer and advertising officer

For this position you need good organisational,
communication and grammatical skills, and
be able to work with people

If you are interested in knowing more about the
position and to obtain a position description,
please email admin@trafnews.com with your

contact details or ring 0409 512 672.
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v/ Planting
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Swap Meet raises money for local sporting clubs

rafalgar’s Annual

Swap Meet came

early this year.
Moved from its usual No-
vember date to March 22, the
event was a great success as
always. 150 stall holders set
up shop with around 2000
visitors attending.

Held at the Trafalgar Rec-
reation Reserve, funds raised
from the event will go to sup-
port senior and junior teams

from Trafalgar Football and
Cricket Clubs. The team was
hoping to raise over $10,000
for the cause.

Vendors were selling all
sorts, from small trinkets to
larger car parts.

The day started at 5am
with 30 volunteers joining to-
gether to ensure the day was
a success. The event was held
thanks to the Trafalgar and
Yarragon Lions Clubs.

Meet your Local WFI
Insurance Rep, Brad

Brad Hosking
0429 062 258

brad.hosking@wfi.com.au Insurance

Insurance issued by Insurance Australia Limited ABN 11 0oo 016 722 trading as WFI. To see if a product is right for you, always
consider the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations available from wfi.com.au.

Traf Farmers’ Market

1st. Saturday each month—9am to 1pm
Traf Croquet Club—Ashby Street.

Genuine produce and craft market with more than fifty stallholders,
food and fun. Come and support your local community.

MEET THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE IT BAKE IT SOW IT OR GROW IT
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Better Mental Run Club

By Peace ljiyera

Jason (right) and some friends during his 10-day 8ookm run last year.

hat’s better
s ;g; than running
solo? Running
together. On a Thursday
morning at 5:30, you can
catch Jason Rantall and a
group of enthusiastic run-
ners pacing through the
streets of Trafalgar. This run
group kicks off Bettermen-
tall's weekly ‘Have a Chat’
Thursdays. Bettermentall is
a mental health wellbeing
charity that provides support
for people in the communi-
ty. Bettermentall has been
in operation since 2017 and
recently became registered
as a charity. Together with
his wife Kerry Rantall, Mr
Rantall works to provide a
safe space for people to come
and receive mental health
support through activities,
mentoring, counselling, and
even through just having
a chat. Promoting positive
mental health is important to
Mr Rantall who has been on
quite a journey himself.

“I was diagnosed with bi-
polar disorder, OCD, psycho-
sis, anxiety, depression, all
those things and used alcohol
from the age of 14 to try and
get peace from those thoughts
and feelings that I was going
through as a youngster...[I
was a] chain-smoker, alco-
holic, very unwell, physically,
mentally. At the age of 44 [I]
decided to make some chang-
es through my wife saying
shed had enough and couldn’t
deal with the way life was and
the way [ was, and things had
to change. So I made changes,
and the first change I did was
I decided to stop smoking and
start running the very next

day.” For Mr Rantall, running
has been “the catalyst to a
great deal of changes.”

“I started running and
it became something after I
practiced it for a long peri-
od of time..something that
I liked,” he said. “Over time
it became part of what I do,
through running I've changed
a lot of things.” Over the
years, Mr Rantall has par-
ticipated in run challenges,
raising money and spread-
ing awareness about mental
health. Last year Mr Rantall
took part in running 8oikm
in ten days and has plans to
complete more run challeng-
esin the future.

With his new found way
of life, Mr Rantall knew it
would be remiss of him to not
share the light; he wanted to
give back. “I like giving hope
to others to show them what’s
possible and what we can
achieve and change.”

“I found that two of the big-
gest changes for me looking
back [was] that connection
with people and movement,”
he said.

“Our run club is not just
a run club, it’s for people to
come along, move your body,
be around people. We run five
K’s or ten...we’re hoping to get
some walkers involved so they
have their own little group...
then we have coffee and chat
afterwards at our hub in Tr-
afalgar, just to create that
belonging for people and get
people up and moving.”

Mr Rantall spoke about
the importance of connec-
tion and movement. “.As
soon as you're feeling some-

thing that doesn’t feel good,
don't sit in there and let your
mind get lost in it, get up and
move yourself out of that and
go and connect with others.”

“When I talk about move-
ment, people look at me and
think about the 100s of k’s and
the crazy endurance running
Ido now, but you don’t have to
do that. Movement is just get-
ting out of the space you're in,
sitting on the couch or wher-
ever you are, and actually
moving even if it’s just out the
front door [to] smell the roses
and look at the sky and not be
stuck, isolated in your room
and then move on from there...
it doesn’t have to be anything
major, just move your body.
Get moving.”

For Mr Rantall, it is im-
portant to create services
like this for people as he
didn’t have it when he was on
his journey. “I was born in the
70s, you didn’t talk about this
stuff and being a male, you
definitely didn’t talk about it...
I had no one, I was told not to
and that’s the way I lived..

“Ididn’t have it and I know
the difference it wouldve
made if I had had someone
there showing me the way.”

The run club meets at
5:30am at Bettermentall HQ,
(36 Contingent Street Trafal-
gar) The run club is open for
everyone and dogs and bikes
are most welcome. From
10am to 12pm, is the ‘have a
chat’ community barbecue

where everyone in the com-
munity is invited to indulge
in some egg and bacon, play
games, or simply, have a
chat. Mr Rantall encourag-
es people to understand the
power that is in talking and
connecting with others. “Get
out there and talk to others
because other people can give
you a different perception on
what’s going on. If you're lost
in your own, you know what
you know and you just keep
going around in circles. But
when you share...we can start
to get different ideas and see
from different perceptions”.
As part of Bettermentall’s
‘have a chat’ Thursdays,
breathwork and meditation
sessions are also available

SEND PARCELS, PALLETS AND MORE

Vicsec Logistics proudly partnered with Team Global Express.

0447 554 489
gippsland@vicseclogistics.com.au
1/76 Waterloo Road, Yarragon, Victoria 3823

ANZAC DAY
LEST WE FORGET

Wayne

FARNHAM

/80 Smith Street, Warragul

@ 0356231960

from 12pm to 12:30pm. After
which, Bettermentall takes
the fun out to the communi-
ty, hosting their ‘have a chat’
outreach service weekly at
Apex Park Moe and fort-
nightly at Warragul’s Eastern
Park. At the parks, they host
a community barbecue and
give out clothes, blankets,
food and sanitary items for
people in need.

Bettermentall is breaking
stigmasonerunatatime, and
showing that truly, commu-
nity is better together. Visit
Bettermentall’s Facebook
page for more information.

If you or someone you
know is in crisis, phone: Be-
yond Blue 1300 22 4636 or
Lifeline 13 11 14.

lll ('H:
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new park in Yar-
ragon has opened,
with its name hon-

ouring a local legend. The
Angela Malacarne Park, lo-
cated on Rollo Street at the
site of the former Yarragon
Primary School, opened on
March 21.

The official opening was
well attended by the Ilo-
cal community. Baw Baw
Shire Councillors and Har-
riet Shing, Member for
Eastern Victoria were also
in attendance.

The former school
grounds has been redevel-
oped into a community fo-
cused space, and renamed to
honour Mrs Malacarne, who
taught at the school for near-
ly 39 years, and attended it
herself as a student.

The official opening on
Saturday not only celebrated
the park’s new name but also
saw the official unveiling of
its new features, following
a complete refurbishment,
which transformed it into a
new community asset.

Included in the upgrades
was the planting of more
than 60 trees, the develop-
ment of a walking path, bike
racks, seating and a drinking
fountain. New signage and
fencing was also installed.

Baw Baw Shire Mayor
Councillor Kate Wilson said
she was incredibly proud
of the transformation to
the park, but prouder of
its new name which cele-
brates someone who has
put so much time into the
Yarragon community.

“A couple of years ago,
Council took the unusual step
of seeking an exemption to

Mayor Kate Wilson at the opening.
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New Yarragon park opens

the commemorative naming
principle in the Naming Rules,
to rename Rollo Street Park,
Angela Malacarne Park,”
she said.

“We were thrilled when
this was granted by the reg-
istrar, and it was no surprise
that through our communi-
ty engagement exercise we
found out that this renaming
also had the full support of
Baw Baw Shire locals,” Cr
Wilson said.

Cr Brendan Kingwill,
who attended the Yarragon
Primary School when Mrs
Malacarne taught there,
spoke about the value that
this long-term resident has
added to the area.

Ange

“In 1963 Ms Malacarne re-
turned to the primary school,
where she worked for the next
38.5 years before retiring on
19 June 2002,” he said.

“During her time at Yar-
ragon she worked under 12
different principals, saw ex-
ceptional change to the cur-
riculum and teaching meth-
ods, and taught at least 800
local children, later teaching
the children of former stu-
dents. She even taught her
own sons.”

“Mrs Malacarne has also
been involved as a volunteer
in the canteen for the Yar-
ragon Football, Tennis and
Cricket Clubs, and the Cath-

[s ! ¥

iMalacarn

Councillor Brendan Kingwill at the opening.

olic Church - her service to
Yarragon has been immense.”

Angela Malacarne Park
is now open for the commu-
nity to visit and enjoy and
has been updated thanks
to a joint funding venture
between Baw Baw Shire
Council, who contributed
$434,689 and the Victorian
Government, who funded
more than $1.52 million.

In 2025 Council received
the Excellence in Geographic
Place Naming Award for the
collaborative efforts of the
Major Projects and Gover-
nance teams, after being suc-
cessful in seeking an exemp-
tion to name the park after
Mrs Malacarne.

A tree that remained from the original site.

Angela Malacarne speaks at the opening ceremony. All images
supplied by the Baw Baw Shire Council.

Angela Malacarne speaks at the opening ceremony.

The new yarragon park.
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© 75 Princes Highway, Trafalgar, VIC 3824
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© trafalgar@directchemistoutlet.com.au

OUTLENERICES;
UNBERTABLEIVALUE!

nnnnnn

Princes Hu



NEWS

Traf District News - Distributed to Trafalgar Yarragon Thorpdale and Willow Grove April 2026 — Page 7

Arts Alliance celebrates a range of art styles in March and April

By Carol Monson

very month at the
‘Station Gallery’ in
Yarragon the Baw

Baw Arts Alliance changes
the exhibition. During March
there were displays of very
different forms of art. In the
main gallery display, a young
Artist new to the Baw Baw
Arts Alliance, Alycia Wilson,
had a range of beautifully vi-
brant paintings of birdlife.
Alycia captured the exotic
nature of birds and conveyed
her own passion for birds
and her art through colour,
texture, design and shape.

Each year the Arts Alli-
ance has committed to pro-
viding support for a young
and emerging Artist to dis-
play and further develop
their work and Alycia was
this artist for the first half
of 2026.

Also during March was
a smaller exhibition of felt
work by members of the Fri-
day Fibre group. Jenny Tull-
och, Heather Brimblecombe,
Marlene Ogden and Kar-
en-Anne Jones have worked

together over the last 11 years
because all share an interest
in textile arts, their friend-
ship being strengthened
over a mutual passion for
felt making. From framed,
tiny and intricately detailed
felt works to larger works,
some using natural dyeing
techniques, this was an ex-
hibition to inspire anyone to
take up the art of felting. The
exhibition was a testimony
to the strength and value of
all the drop in creative Art
groups run by the Baw Baw
Arts Alliance in the Trafalgar
Railway Station Artspaces
and the VRI Hall in Queen
Street Warragul.

Coming up in April are
two ‘not to be missed’ exhi-
bitions of paintings. In the
main gallery space of the
Station Gallery in Yarra-
gon, well known Gippsland
landscape painter, Wendy
Twyerould, will have a range
of completely new paintings.
In the smaller, more intimate
gallery space called ‘The
Wall’, an Artist new to the

L%

Alycia Wilson in front of one of her vibrant paintings of birds.

CONCRETING AND
EXCAVATION SERVICES
IN TRAFALGAR

Arts Alliance, Leon Morgan,
displays his beautifully exe-
cuted paintings of aspects of
Australian life.

The ‘Station Gallery’

in Yarragon is open from
Wednesday through to Sun-
day from 10am to 3pm.

Trafalgar &
Newborough
Vet Centres

J MacGregor Legal welcomes
Bryce Grimshaw as partner

e are delighted
to announce
that Bryce

Grimshaw has become a
Partner of J MacGregor Legal.

Raised in Trafalgar, Bryce
is the youngest son of well-
known Trafalgar residents
Neil and Janie Grimshaw and
the grandson of the late Ray
‘Grimmy’ Grimshaw and Bet-
ty Grimshaw (née Rowlings).

Bryce attended Trafal-
gar Primary School before
continuing his education at
Marist-Sion College in War-
ragul. He grew up playing
both junior and senior foot-
ball for the Trafalgar Foot-
ball Club as part of the third
generation of the Grimshaw
family to represent the club.
His grandfather Ray, his fa-
ther Neil (who was a mem-

ber of Trafalgar’s senior 1975
premiership team) and his
brothers Matt and Heath
also played for the club, with
Heath and Bryce both having
played senior football togeth-
er. This longstanding fam-
ily involvement highlights
Bryce’s strong connection to
the local community.

Bryce’s interest and pas-
sion for the law led him to
study at Victoria Law School,
where he graduated in 2015
with Honours. He was ad-
mitted as an Australian Law-
yer to the Supreme Court
of Victoria in 2018 and as a
Solicitor to the High Court
of Australia in 2021. Since
entering the legal profession,
Bryce has gained valuable
experience in Commercial
Law, Property Law and Estate

Planning, working across
both Melbourne and regional
law firms.

Bryce commenced with
J MacGregor Legal in 2024
where he took on new clients
and matters in Commercial
Law and Estate Planning.
Since joining our team, Bryce
has assisted many -clients
with business transactions,
the preparation of wills and
powers of attorney and the
provision of clear and practi-
cal legal advice.

We congratulate Bryce on
his appointment as Partner
and are grateful for his ongo-
ing contribution to J MacGre-
gor Legal. We look forward
to his continued leadership
and dedication to our clients
and community.

Concrete Slabs
Commercial Builds
Slabs for Sheds
Excavation Work

Locally owned,
serving Tr ar
and surrounding
1949

J MACGREGOR
LEGAL

INCORPORATING
GD O'HALLORAN DAVIS
Barrivters & Sobcitors.

Practice Areas:

Wills & Power of Attorney
Deceased Estates
Conveyancing & Property Transfers
Commercial
Deceased Estate Claims

If you'd like a free quote
for your next concreting
project or excavation

service, give us a
call today:
0418 515 656

HOLDSWORTH

CONCRETI TY LTD

Office Location
65 Princes Highway, Trafalgar
Ph- (03) 5644 0000

5126 2880

5633 1327 1
Newborough Bookihg

Trafalger Bookings

WWW.BILLHOLDSWORTHCONCRETING.COM.AU
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Probus celebrates members at AGM

By Glenda Mynard

rafalgar & District
Probus club re-
cently held their

AGM, which was attended
by 75 people and followed by
a luncheon. Bev Neilson was
awarded her 25 year pin and
is one of our older members
of the Club.

We also paid tribute to 3
members who are retiring.
Bob and Bev Jones joined in
2015 and in that time Bob has
served on the Committee for
6 years and was President in
2019. Bev had the role of Li-
brary monitor and she and
Bob organised monthly Dine-
outs for about 5 years. Bob
Moss has been a member for
22 years and in that time had
taken on the roles of Presi-
dent, Secretary and newslet-
ter editor and spent about 10
years on Committee.

Bob and Bev Jones.

A new Committee was
installed and will be led by
President Pam McGarrity for
the coming year. Trafalgar
& District Probus Club has
been running for 33 years
but the Probus organisation
in Australia is celebrating
50 years since the first club
was formed.

From its beginnings, Pro-
bus has been built on a sim-
ple but powerful idea — that
retirement should be a time
of connection, curiosity and
enjoyment. Sponsored origi-
nally by Rotary, Probus clubs
were created to help people
maintain the friendships, in-
terests and sense of purpose
that can be so important af-
ter leaving full-time work.
Half a century on, that found-
ing vision remains as rele-
vant as ever across Australia

today. Probus clubs offer
far more than regular meet-
ings. They are places where
friendships are formed and
sustained, where members
share knowledge and expe-
rience, and where new inter-
ests are discovered. Through
guest speakers, outings,
travel groups, book -clubs,
walking groups and count-
less other activities, Probus
encourages lifelong learning
and active participation in
community life.

Just as importantly, Pro-
bus plays a quiet but vital role
in supporting wellbeing. By
reducing social isolation and
fostering inclusion, clubs
help members stay mental-
ly, socially and physically
engaged. In towns like Tra-
falgar, Probus strengthens
community fabric through

volunteering, local involve-
ment and the collective wis-
dom of its members.

Reaching fifty years is a
testament to the dedication
of countless volunteers who
have given their time to lead
clubs, organise activities and
welcome new members. It
also reflects the enduring
appeal of an organisation
that adapts to changing gen-
erations while staying true to
its core values of friendship,
fellowship and fun.

Trafalgar & District Pro-
bus are going to mark this
milestone with a picnic on
April 13 at Moss Vale Park.
Come and celebrate with us if
you would like.

New president Pam McGarrity with past president Tina
Hambleton.

Bev Neilsen accepts her 25 year pin from Tina Hambleton.

Trafalgar High School

Select Entry Accelerated

Learning (SEAL) Program
Part of the Victorian Academy of SEALP Schools

SEAL Information Evening

Year 7, 2027
5pm-6pm, Wednesday 29th April 2026

PLEASE NOTE: Information regarding testing requirements
will be provided on the night.

Amanda McQualter, SEAL Program Coordinator

Further Enquiries:

56331733

We Celebrate Australia’s

HOLDEN HERITAGE

THE

NEIL JOINER

HOLDEN HERITAGE CENTRE

®

story in Trafalgar, Victora.
OPEN 7 Days 10am to 4pm
Spm during daylight savings

74 Waterloo Road, Trafalgar, Vic 3824 PNy @

o s N CHECK US OUT
trafalgarholdenmuseum.com.au

Discover the biggest Holden collection in the
country, proudly housed right here in Trafalgar!

MUSEUM
INC



NEWS

Traf District News - Distributed to Trafalgar Yarragon Thorpdale and Willow Grove April 2026 - Page 9

Maintenance to railway station

By Mick Bourke

Workers from Direct Property Building Services replacing weatherboards and window frames on Trafalgar Railway Station’s building as part of larger maintenance works.

aintenance work
on Trafalgar
Railway Station’s

building was completed early
last month.

The works were deliv-
ered by Direct Property
Building Services on behalf
of VieTrack.

They included replacing
guttering,  weatherboards,
plaster, and window frames,
as well as painting and other
minor works.

“VicTrack is carrying
out repair works to the Tr-
afalgar  Station building,
which will continue to be
leased by the Baw Baw
Arts Alliance as a commu-
nity and arts space,” said a
VicTrack spokesperson.

“Baw Baw Arts Alliance

can provide benefits to their
local communities.

VicTrack has run two
rounds of its Community
Grants Program, which en-
ables not-for-profit groups
that lease VicTrack assets
for community purposes
to apply for small grants to
support them with their ac-
tivities and help them up-
grade and manage the assets
they lease.

The Community Use of Va-
cant Rail Buildings Program
involves restoring disused
station buildings in regional
towns, some of which have
been vacant for decades, so
they can be used by local
community groups.

Leasing of the railway
station building has a long

history, going back to at least
2003 when Trafalgar Com-
munity Development Associ-
ation (TCDA) approached Ian
Maxfield, the then Member
for Narracan to encourage
VicTrack to fill the building’s
vacancy by advertising in
Traf News.

Nothing came of that, so
that by 2013, the railway sta-
tion building was then in a
state of disrepair due to lack
of maintenance and being
unoccupied by a tenant.

As such the state of the
building reflected badly on
the town’s image to those
people who stop to use the
toilet block adjoining the
railway station.

Consequently, Traf News,
TCDA, Trafalgar District

Historical Society and Tr-
afalgar Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry led a
campaign to reinvigorate the
railway station.

Discussions held between
those community organi-
sations, together with com-
munity involvement since at

B Bendigo Bank

least 2002, indicated a strong
willingness on behalf of the
Trafalgar community for its
railway station building to
be restored, and then main-
tained through it being occu-
pied by community group(s)
or local businesses.

In about 2015, Communi-
ty Bank Trafalgar & District,
after negotiations with Vic-
Track, took out a lease on
the building, and sub-leased
it to Baw Baw Arts Alliance,
which has been the tenant to
this day.

Community Bank
Trafalgar & District

What's On around Trafalgar

If you have an event, please feel free to send information to us
(editor@trafnews.com). Trafalgar District News is distributed in
Trafalgar, Yarragon, Thorpdale and Willow Grove.

Event Date/Time Location
has installed solar panels on
the station building to hel Warragul Parkrun Every Saturday Brooker Park,
o 9 N D Reigster at www.parkrun.com.au/warragul/ 8am Warragul
reduce electricity costs, using Trafalgar Farmers Market First Saturday of McGregor Park,
funding the group received Fresh produce, local crafts, and communit Each Month Trafalgar
from VicTrack’s Community Longwarry Fire Brigade Market Eg:ﬁ i/}l;iiy i Longwarry Fire Station
Grants Program. Second Saturday of .
. Rokeby Recreation
Baw Baw Arts Alliance has Rokeby Market Each Month Reserve

1 he Trafalgar Railw 8am to 12:30pm
Seas?d ¢ be 'ld? a ga. Railway FEDERAL MEMBER FOR MONASH Warragul Farmers Market Third Saturday of Logan Park

tation building 'smce 2015 - g Each Month Warragul
under a community sublease Trafalgar Playgroup Every Thursday

Scout Hall, Trafalgar

Runs during the school terms 9:30am to 11am

with VicTrack, following the Scan to

building’s restoration under GCS - Raising Awareness One Drive at a Time Inc . .
: 8 . ) contact me Community outreach service and mental health S iy g oo

the Victorian Government’s s 11am to 3pm House
Community Use of Vacant Traf Park Croguet Cub
Rail Buildings Program. Croquet at the Traf Hub Every Saturday 10am Ashby Street

The group will now oc- Try pickleball in Trafalgar Every Tuesday 6pm  Trafalgar High gym
cupy the building under a Baw Baw Pet Expo April 6 Burke Street Park
direct community lease with Treat.vour pets and family to a day of fun. From 10 am Warragul
VicTrack so it can continue . Sushi Making ;

Register at https://events.humanitix.com/ Ll Drouin Community Hub

to be used by local people as ; sushi-making-drouin 1:30 pm - 3 pm
an exhibition and arts space. ! I Paint & Snack April 14 Longwarry Public Hall

VicTracks  commnity o e
leasing  program  enables L 035614 3600 action-packed V01I1’th 11pam - 4pm VeI P e pe
not-for-profi T n

ot-for-profit  groups and D mary.aldred.mp@aph.gov.au ANZAC Day Services April 25

local councils to lease build-
ings, land and other assets
from VicTrack at a signifi-
cantly reduced rent so they

Authorised by M Aldred,
46C Albert St, Warragul VIC 3820

103a Princes
Highway, Trafalgar

Supporting your community 5633 2783




Page 10 - Traf District News April 2026

NEWS

The importance of Traf District News

he following arti-
cle, re-produced
with  permission

of its author, renowned Aus-
tralian cricket journalist
Peter Lalor, highlights the
reduction in the commit-
ment of the owners of many
of the world famous news-
papers, in particular as it
relates to sports sections of
leading newspapers.

While our community
newspaper has no issues
with its sports section, the is-
sues raised by Peter show the
pressures being placed on
newspapers, including Traf
District News.

While our newspaper is
not to the same prominence
of the newspapers men-
tioned in Peter’s article, it
does show the importance of
having it in our community.

Peter’s article, with it’s
strong sports focus, is, none-
the-less, equally relevant
tous.

When reading this arti-
cle, please have our com-
munity newspaper, as a
whole, in the forefront of
your mind as it shows the
winds of change hitting the
newspaper industry.

Following is an extract
of Peter Lalor’s article,
which has been reduced in
words due to the size of his
original article:

The Washington Post
sports section, like The New
York Times before it, is
no more.

The Times axed its sports
department and outsourced
its reporting to The Athletic
in 2023.

The Post’s sports journal-
ists, editors and sub-editors
were among 300 sacked in
early February as the billion-
aire Jeff Bezos scaled back
his commitment to the paper
that is not alone in its strug-
gle to navigate the headwinds
of a broken business model.

The institution, whose
motto had been Democracy
Dies in the Darkness, also
had to deal with the defection
of an estimated 250,000 sub-
scribers when management
spiked its editorial board’s
support for the Democrats at
the last election.

The Post will, however,
keep on a skeleton staff to
cover sport as a “cultural and

societal phenomenon” in the
features section.

“This is obviously a unique-
ly difficult and incredibly
difficult decision. Our sports
coverage is often superb, our
sports writers are among the
most talented in our business.
Sports has a very proud lega-
cy at the post.

“Unfortunately, we are
grappling with just major
changes in the way sports
news is delivered, shared and
experienced across the indus-
try,” an executive editor told
the Post staff in a group call
on Wednesday.

The Post’s comment (Pe-
ter used a stronger word)
was only knee-deep in com-
parison to The Times’ chin-
deep explanation of its in-
tentions when it sacked its
sports department.

“We plan to focus even
more directly on distinctive,
high-impact news and en-
terprise journalism about
how sports intersect with
money, power, culture, poli-
tics and society at large,” the
editors wrote in an email to
The Times’s readers three
years ago.

“At the same time, we will
scale back the newsroom’s
coverage of games, players,
teams and leagues.”

These are dark days for
sports coverage in main-
stream media, and there’s a
great sadness about this.

They are desperate times,
too, in an industry that’s fi-
nancially stricken and one
that’s struggled unsuccess-
fully to find a business model
for the changed times.

Everyone is poorer be-
cause of this.

Michael Miller, The Post’s
Sydney correspondent, con-
firmed that he was one of the
300 in a post on social me-
dia that said “I've lost my job.
Worse, millions of readers will
lose my colleagues’ brilliant
coverage. At a time of tumult,
we need more info, not less”.

Nobody was underesti-
mating the significance of
the sackings.

Many words have and are
still to be written about the
decline of the paper famed
for its dogged pursuit of the
Watergate scandal, but more
recently beset by scandals
over its editorial direction

B Bendigo Bank

under the [USA] govern-
ment-appeasing Jeff Bezos.

Former executive editor
Martin Baron, the journalist
in charge of The Post when
it won 11 Pulitzer Prizes, told
The New Yorker that the lat-
est round of sackings “ranks
among the darkest days in the
history of one of the world’s
greatest news organisations”.

The decimation of the
sports section will not and
should not receive as much
attention as what is hap-
pening on the front pages,
the foreign bureaus of these
publications, the arts section
and the like, but should not
pass lightly.

Remember reading
a newspaper from the
back first?

Remember reading a

physical newspaper?

I know I stopped buying
newspapers at least a de-
cade ago, having moved my
consumption to digital plat-
forms [How lucky we are
to still have a physical Traf
District News].

The Post and The Times
axed its journalists in one
fell swoop.

As alarming as it is, it is
not surprising.

For others it’s been death
by a thousand cuts.

Old-school newspaper
journalism as a whole has
been struggling to survive
since the digital space stole
its advertising and then
its content.

Not that they aren’t trying.

In 2022, Sports Illustrat-
ed, a magazine you would
genuinely buy for the arti-
cles, published a story under
Drew Ortiz’s byline.

Drew, a bearded young
man with a reddish com-
plexion, loved camping, hik-
ing and hanging out on his
parents’ farm.

Ortiz, you guessed
it, turned out to be an
Al creation.

News Corp began experi-
menting with and publishing
articles in local publications
written by its latest editorial
assistant, NewsGPT.

Cash-strapped publishers
can’t be blamed for such des-
perate attempts to stay afloat.

At The Age and The Syd-
ney Morning Herald, jour-
nalism was underwritten by
a Saturday classified section
that was as thick as a phone
book and the curse of every
kid with a paper round who
ever had the misfortune
of lumping those editions
around the streets.

Journalism filled the gaps
between the advertisements
and was generously encour-
aged by profits from you
trying to sell your car or the
contents of your nan’s garage.

It was the same for all ma-
jor and minor newspapers
[The importance of adver-
tisements is equally so for
Traf District News’ survival].

Traditional journalism,
good or bad, is expensive, al-
though the latter form can be
considerably cheaper.

In Australia, the papers
are holding on, but with
every passing year, theyre
further diminished.

As one still-employed
senior sports editor said to
podcast Cricket Et Al in ear-
ly February, “we’ve been in a
crocodile roll toward death
for 20 years”.

Right up to the day I left
The Australian, I felt I had
the financial and journalistic
support of the senior editors.

It was hard to leave, be-
cause I'd been proud of the
coverage we’'d produced and
grateful for the backing.

It did, however, feel in-
creasingly awkward to an-
nounce you were off to En-
gland for the Ashes or India
for the BGT (the winner
cricket test matches between
India and Australia received
the Border-Gavaskar Tro-
phy) as bureaus and sections
and roles disappeared from

the broader paper.

I was aware of the priv-
ilege bestowed on the
cricket round.

When 1 joined in the
early 1990s, there were

around 30 people in the
sports department.

The Australian sports sec-
tion today is, sadly and like so
many others, barely a shad-
ow of its former self.

Where once there were at
least 30 of us pumping out
that section six days a week,
by the time I left, there were
barely three.

Community Bank
Trafalgar & District

Traf District News hot off the press.

I felt guilty for abandoning
them, but I also felt that way
you do when you realise that
everyone has left the party
and it’s just you and a couple
of other barely conscious rev-
ellers who didn’t have any-
where else to go.

I'was the last sports writer
with around, what the Amer-
icans call a beat.

Everyone is struggling.

Where once Australian
Associated Press (AAP) could
rely on to cover everything
everywhere, these days the
new-look organisation picks
and chooses what it can
spend its limited budget on.

Papers have found a way
to do more with less.

News Corp has discovered
that one reporter can file
copy that will go to The Her-
ald Sun, The Daily Telegraph,
The Adelaide Advertiser, The
Courier Mail and The Aus-
tralian, etc., and digital con-
tent for aggregation sites like
The Code.

Ditto the opposition.

They still retain some
of the dexterity needed to
scramble for the big stories,
but there is a worrying trend
line as witnessed by what has
happened to sports coverage
in other countries.

As a result, you still get
homogenised but vigor-
ous coverage of cricket and
most sports.

You can cover a lot from
the television at home as
so many digital outlets do
these days, but the big sto-
ries generally demand your

A Little Patch of Country

~ S

Renowned Australian cricket
Jjournalist Peter Lalor.

presence and the backing of
your bosses.

[Peter goes on to men-
tion specific examples of
award-winning articles that
would not have been possi-
ble if the journalists were
not present]

I tell these tales to illus-
trate what is being lost when
journalists are not there to
report the stories in person.

It’s been a perfect storm
for the industry.

Advertisers fled, and then
an army of new journalists
filled the void.

Cheap, digestible and en-
tertaining content is king.

On another front, we
find the athletes and teams
increasingly establishing
themselves as media outlets.

And sports journalists?
Well, we're doing our best to
make things like this work,
and one thing Cricket Et Al
(www.cricketetal.com) has
proven is that people still
want vigorous, present re-
porting, which is reassuring.

EndOfRollSale
15% off whenyou
purchase all on the roll

63 Princes Highway, Trafalgar

Ph: 5633 2311



NEWS Traf District News - Distributed to Trafalgar Yarragon Thorpdale and Willow Grove April 2026 — Page 11
PY ’gilf;algar EeENcRchlE Facebook: Trafalgar Park Croquet Club
I r afalgar ‘ : Ommunlt 5/ Trafalgar Pickleball Club Facebook: Trafalgar Pickleball Club
Trafalgar Ping Pong Club Email: trafalgarpingpongkings@gmail.com 0418 598 174.
PY Trafalgar Polocrosse Club Gill Massey Email: trafalgarpoloxclub@gmail.com 0455 440 062
D lre ctor Trafalgar Pony Club Denise Marriot Facebook: Trafalgar Pony Club 0411 890 299
: > . Email: trafftennis@gmail.com
Ak e Sue Klemke Facebook: Trafalgar Tennis Club
.. . . . . Trafalgar Victory Football Email: committee@tvfc.com.au
This directory has been cqmplled to provide a list of.locql and |mp9rtqnt Club Website: tvfe.com.au
contacts for the community in Trafalgar. Please advise Trafalgar District Other
News of any corrections and additions. Email: president@bawbawartsalliance.
. org.au
Baw Baw Arts Alliance Sue Murphy . . ) 0428 866 417
Organisation Contact Email/Website Phone Websue' ST O ST
liance.org.au/bems/
Baw Baw Shire Council Email: bawbawsn@gmail.com
Email: bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au BawBaw Sustainability =~ Malcolm Website: bbsn.org.au DR
Baw Baw Shire Council Website: https://www.bawbawshire.vic. 03 5624 2411 Network McKelvie Facebook: Baw Baw Sustainability
gov.au/Home Network
. . Email: adam.sheehan@bawbawshire.vic. Email: bettermentall@gmail.com
?EgsltB\;‘Zril})nre Comselto: Adam Sheehan gov.au 0461 515 690 D e Website: https://bettermentall.com.au/ 0477115 666
Facebook: @adamgbawbaw Jade MacGregor Legal Jade MacGregor Email: reception@jmacgregorlegal.com 03 5644 0000
Baw Baw Shire Councillor Brendan Email: brendan.kingwill@bawbawshire. o 652 g g g Website: https://jmacgregorlegal.com/ 35644
(East Ward) Kingwill vic.gov.au 474 652 435 Rotary Club of Trafal Michael F d Email: mrfozard@bigpond.com 3
Email: kate.wilson@bawbawshire.vic. Oy URID @I IR HEPEE ] o o et Rotary Club of Trafalgar 0418 513 092
Baw Baw Shire Councillor . gov.au St John’s Church .
(East Ward) Kl 2o Facebook: Kate Wilson - East Ward Baw 0460 829001 (Trafalgar) Email: Trafalgar@cdsale.org.au
By Shtize Courmal St. Jariath’s Church Website: https://www.stjohnstrafalgar. 03 56331166
Members of Parliament (Yarragon) com.au/
Member for Monash T Email: gcasecretary74@gmail.com
(Federal Electorate) ey Aldrse Ema?l. mary.aldred.mp@aph:gov.au i 03 5614 3600 Website: https://www.gippslandcamp-
Member for Narracan Wayne Farnham Email: wayne.farnham@parliament.vic. 03 5623 1960 Trafalgar Campdraft Cheryl draftingassociation.com/ 0416 166 027
(State Electorate) gov.au Facebook: Trafalgar Campdraft Associ-
Education / Childcare ation Inc
Nido Early School Emall.: trafalgar@r'udo.edu.au Email: trafalgarpubliccemetery@dcsi.
Trafalgar Website: https://nido.edu.au/ 03 56331233 Trafalgar Cemetry u a0 netan . .
early-schools/vic/trafalgar/ i Trust OWard Jones  webite: https://australiancemeteries. i
Eénall: generaloffice@trafalgarhs.vic. com.au/vic/bawbaw/trafalgar.htm
g EolbLE Trafalgar CFA . .
Trafalgar High School Sk Tl e e e 56331733 (non—egm erwency) Facebook: Trafalgar Fire Brigade 03 56241900
EVeb§11te: }}ttlps:/ / trsll{f.’algar'hs.vm.edu.au/ Trafalgar Chamber of Website: https://www.trafalgarchamber.
Trafalgar Primary Early Wmsl N tr.'eila ga'r}(/@i. 11(11 ers.org.al; Commerce com.au/
Learning Centre RSt AtDs /Y KINCENSIOr A 03 43111592 Trafalgar Community Facebook: Trafalgar Community Notice
centres/trafalgar/ -
Email: trafalgar.ps@education.vic.gov.au ettt e e
el 0y Bl Website: https://www.trafps.vic.edu.au/ (03) 56331566 Trafalgar District News  Jordan Ross Email: editor@trafnews.com 2252622359%10
Uil Ly Bl Website: https://www.oshclub.com.au/ Email: Silkroadcommunitymarkets@
(Before and After Holly . 0439 735 713 .
find-us/trafalgar-primary-school/ gmail.com
School Club) Trafalgar Farmers Market 0417131316
Facebook: Trafalgar Farmers Market
Sport . .
Email: trafalgarbowlsclub@bigpond.com e e Gl et |l s
Trafalgar Bowls Club lan Miles Website: https://trafalgarbowlsclub.com/ 0356331274 ’;‘ra.faigar SHeiFnen Jean Huffer Email: historicalsocietytraf@gmail.com 03 5633 1960
Email: box_on_box_allghotmail.com e Email: info@trafalgarholdenmuseum
Trafalgar Boxing Gym Shane Cameron Webite: https://trafalgarboxingclub. 0408 962 764 Trafalgar Holden com a.u @ 8 :
wordpress.com/ < 03 5633 1684,
Website: https://trafalgarcricketclub. Museum Website: https://trafalgarholdenmuse-
Trafalgar Cricket Club Liam Durkin com.au/ 0402 556 338 um.cpm.au/ - -
Email: trafalgarcricketclub@gmail.com Trafalgar Lions Club David Koschade il trafalgarhons@gmall.com 0428331157
Trafalgar Football Netball Email: trafalgarnfc@gmail.com gscsb.OOkﬁTrﬂf?}gﬂr Llo}?stIUb/ —
Brett Tonkin Facebook: Trafalgar Football 0477 636 648 . ebsite: https://mensshed.org/sheds
Club Netball Club Trafalgar Mens Shed Leigh Shepherd trafalgar-mens-shed/ 0427 757 505
Email: golf@trafalgargolf.com.au Email: glenys_barnyard@yahoo.com.au
Trafalgar Golf Club Website: https://www.trafalgargolf.com.au/ 03 5633 1110 Trafalgar Opp Shop Sl Facebook: Trafalgar Opp Shop 03 5633 2788
Facebook: Trafalgar Golf Club Trafalgar Police Station Email: TRAFALGAR.UNI@police.vic.
Email: bawbaw@ymeca.org.au (non-emergency) 03 56331188
: .org. Y, gov.au
Trafalgar Outdoor Pool We;bsite: https://bawbawpools.ymca.org. 03 5623 4017 Trafalgar Probus Club ~ Glenda Mynard Email: glendamtraf@gmail.com 0458 332149
au/trafalgar-outdoor-pool : = - X
Trafalgar Park Facebook: Trafalgar Park Community Trafalgar Public Hall Tanya Stanley ~ Email: trafalgarpublichall@gmail.com 0409 015 662
Community Hub Hub 0418 513 092 PLEASE DIRECT ANY CHANGES TO EDITOR@TRAFNEWS.COM
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TURN I CAN'T INTO

Always read the label and follow the directions for use. Incorrect use could be harmful.

CATALOGUE OUT NOW! SALE DATES: THURSDAY 16" APRIL - 10™ MAY 2026

© 75 Princes Highway, Trafalgar, VIC 3824 @ trafalgar@directchemistoutlet.com.au @ (03) 5633 1155
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When you switch careers to Victoria Police, we'll invest in your
development and make your career transition easy. Alongside a
great starting salary, career progression and opportunities to
specialise, you'll also benefit from nine weeks leave, and paid

training, all while making real impact in your community every day.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

== SCAN ME ===
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VICTORIA POLICE




t all began in 1889,

when the first post

office and telephone
exchange was established in
Willow Grove, for the resi-
dents of this small farming
community in Gippsland. It
started in a small converted
old wine shanty at the side of
the general store. The build-
ing is still there and can be
viewed when visiting Willow
on Main for a great snack
and coffee.

The post office has been
operating from this location
for over 125 years, but sadly it
closed three years ago. Com-
munity representation has
so far failed to have it rein-
stated and today there is only
a number of post boxes for

residents and one post box
for mail, located in an unpro-
tected location. There is also
some access to road side de-
liveries for the farming com-
munity. Locals are now seek-
ing a full postal service for
the town. And the surround-
ing areas of the town, includ-
ing Hill End and Fumina.

The community wants the
return of a full postal service,
including: parcel processing
and account payments bank-
ing facilities that are needed
by a growing community. Lo-
cals consider it critical to the
continued growth of the town
and the aging population.
Unfortunately at this point
people have to go to Moe for
a number of services, which

i w0
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Willow Grove Post Office: A call to action

is around a 30 km round trip.

At the last census, the
population of the town was
650 people and growing
with new developments in
the pipeline. It is estimated
that it will reach 1,000 in the
coming years. The town has a
pub, a great primary school,
sporting facilities and a club,
but no post office.

The local MP Mary Aldred
has presented the case to the
federal parliament but we
have no advice forthcoming
onits future.

The Willow Grove com-
munity is encouraging peo-
ple to sign their petition.
There is a physical version
in store, or an online version
at change.org.

Willow on Main, the former site of the post office.

Turbo charge your savings

Reap the rewards of savings made simple with your Reward Saver

Account.

Open yours online or in-branch today!

Q Community Bank - Trafalgar & District 5633 2783

Post box in Willow Grove

T s
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Buoyant | Sea

Weightless rest for body & mind
- stress reduction
- muscle recovery
- improved sleep

Gentle radiant heat detox
« circulation support
- pain relief
- skin rejuvenation

Breathe mineral-rich air
- respiratory support
- allergy relief
- immune support

B Bendigo Bank

rms, conditions, fees, and charges apply. Your base or bonus interest will be credited to your account by the end of the 2nd day of the month. An active email address will be required at application. The Reward Saver is not available to business customers
have not considered your financial objectives or needs. You should consider whether this product is appropriate for you. Before deciding, read the disclosure documents, including the Terms and Conditions and Target Market Determination for this product
iilable on our website. This produt sued by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL No 237879. All information is correct as of 16 February 2026, information including rate is subject to change. Full details available on application
290464(02/26) OUT_48522886, 10/03/2026

Book now - buoyantsea.com.au
2/118 North Rd, Warragul VIC 3820
(03) 5622 1847
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The Trafalgar Story Continues...

By Jean Huffer of the Trafalgar & District Historical Society

he 1940s were dom-
inated by the ex-
perience of World

War 11. Many of the district’s
men and women joined the
forces, the Gippsland Light
Horse, in 1939.

Those on the Home Front
were caught up in fundrais-
ing for the war effort. Train-
ing was conducted for first
aid, ambulance, and rescue
work, and evacuation plans
were developed in anticipa-
tion of a possible invasion.

All road signs were re-
moved, and in 1941, an Evac-
uation Plan for Trafalgar in-
volved escaping through the
hills via Hill End and Noojee
to Yarra Junction. Rationing
of food, petrol and house-
hold goods came into being.
‘Austerity’ was the catch-cry.
Trenches were dug in the
schoolyard to provide shelter
from air raids. The Red Cross
was re-established. (This
finally closed in Trafalgar
with the death of Mrs. Ruth
Sullivan in 1998). The Links
of Service was set up and co-
ordinated fundraising. Send-
offs and welcome homes
were frequently reported in
the local papers, as men and
women joined up, or, merci-
fully, returned home.

The names of the thir-
teen young men who did not
return were added to the 31
on the War Memorial from
World War 1. Finally, in Au-
gust 1945, it was all over with
the surrender of Japan !

As time passed, life re-
turned to normal. Howev-
er, despite the end of the
War, some of its problems
remained - rationing con-
tinued for some years, and
building materials were in
short supply. Some of the
returning men and women
carried scars from their ex-
perience of war. PTSD was
little known or understood,
and the horrors of the war

were replayed for many in
continuing nightmares.

Gradually, after the War,
the district picked up its
old rhythms. Football was
played again (the Club had
been formed in 1888), and
the young people went back
to the leisure activities, long
established in the town -
tennis (1903), cricket (1893),
golf (1914), angling (1910), cy-
cling (1900), bowling (1915),
and shooting (a rifle range
was constructed on Mur-
ray’s property in School Rd.
The Rifle Club was gazetted
in July 1885. It was dis-es-
tablished in Nov. 1888 and
re-formed in 1905.) The Gun
Club was established in the
1930s. Life in post-War Aus-
tralia gradually began to be
more affluent, with more
entertainment available
and more opportunities for
young people in learning and
employment. Above all, it
was a time of peace, eventu-
ally to be punctuated by the
outbreak of war in Korea.

On ANZAC Day &

Gippsland Light Horse in 1939.

Mary Aldred MP continues fight
for West Gippsland Hospital

aking the fight for
a new West Gipps-
land hospital to

Canberra, Federal Member
for Monash Mary Aldred has
declared “healthcare should
never be a postcode lottery.”

Ms Aldred told Parliament
that the people of Baw Baw
Shire and beyond deserve
better than a century-old
hospital struggling to keep
up with demands of a rapidly
growing community.

“I passionately believe that
healthcare should never be

a postcode lottery,” she said.
“But, under state and federal
Labor governments, it is.”

Ms Aldred said the state
Labor government had prom-
ised new hospital works
would begin in 2023, but no
detail of funding or even a
draft plan had been put be-
fore the Monash community.

“And yet, we’ve seen $15
billion wasted as part of
union corruption,” she said.
“They can’t turn a sod on a
new hospital for West Gipps-
land, but they can shovel bil-

N\ N\
| |

lions of taxpayers’ money
into a bottomless pit of waste
and mismanagement.”

Ms Aldred also strongly
criticised Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese for his letter
to state and territory lead-
ers demanding they rein in
hospital spending.

“Don’t fund essential new
infrastructure - the likes of
the West Gippsland hospital -
was the message coming from
the Prime Minister to the state
premiers,” she said.

Labelling West Gippsland
Hospital as “sewn into the

fabric of our community,” Ms
Aldred praised the incred-
ible nursing, medical and
administrative staff working
under stretched resources
in a building no longer fit
for purpose.

“I put a new hospital for
West Gippsland as the num-
ber one priority in the Com-
mittee for Gippsland’s first
strategic plan back in 2011,
and T've been fighting for a
new West Gippsland hospital
ever since,” Ms Aldred said.
“Gippslanders deserve better.”

everyday we remember
those who served our
country so that we may

live in peace.

Melina BATH MP

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

O 51747066
© 181 Frankiin Street
@ melina.bath@parliament.vic.gov.au
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ELECTRICAL

-DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
-NEW HOMES & SHEDS
-SWITCHBOARD UPGRADES AND
REWIRES
-GENERATOR INLETS
-BASIC POWER & LIGHTING
INSTALLS AND REPLACEMENTS

CONTACT JOEL FOR MORE
INFORMATION OR A FREE QUOTE

0447 096 035
COOPERELECTRICAL@OUTLOOK.COM.AU

CONTRACTING

LERRE 220

Traditional Old Fashioned

Pharmacy Service.
Blood Pressure Monitoring

Webster Packing
NDSS Outlet

OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm
Sat 9am-12pm

Phone 03 5634 2500
Shop 3,101 Princes Highway
Yarragon, 3823
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naesthesia is a
commonly per-
formed procedure

in pets, but it may feel very
daunting to be faced with
this possibility.

Each anaesthetic is dif-
ferent and tailored to the
specific situation, but there
are some common process-
es that it can be helpful
to understand.

Prior to the anaesthetic, a
premedication is given. This
is usually a combination of
medications to provide re-
laxation/sedation and pain
relief. For most, this will be
an injection given under the
skin or into the muscle once
they’ve arrived at the clinic;
this allows your pet to feel re-
laxed and comfortable during
their time in the clinic, and
to not get distressed whilst
being handled or having in-
travenous catheters placed.

For some animals which
are inclined to react fearful-
ly or aggressively in a clinic
environment, it can be ben-
eficial to give medication
prior to leaving home, often
given the night before and
a few hours before they ar-
rive at the clinic. This helps
to stop them from ‘winding
up’ before they even walk in
the door.

Blood tests can be per-
formed to give a more thor-
ough assessment of your
pet’s overall state of health.
These tests evaluate things
like kidney and liver health,
blood sugar, red and white
blood cell counts and blood
protein levels, to give addi-
tional confidence that there
is no pre-existing disease
that might affect safety of
the procedure. Whilst these
aren’t essential to the an-
aesthetic process, they give
useful information and we
aim to include them in anaes-
thesia when possible, partic-

Anaesthesia in pets

ularly in older pets that have
a higher chance of having
underlying disease.

Prior to their procedure
starting, an intravenous
catheter is placed, and then
an i/v injection is given to
start the anaesthetic. This is
given slowly, so just enough
is given to get the desired ef-
fect. For most procedures,
a tube is placed into the air-
way to make sure normal
airflow can occur, and the
anaesthetic is then main-
tained with either inhaled
gas, or sometimes with regu-
lar i/v infusion of more of the
induction drug.

A nurse monitors the an-
aesthetic throughout your
pet’s procedure. At our clin-
ics, monitoring includes
heart rate, respiratory rate,
blood pressure, oxygen levels
in the blood, expired carbon
dioxide levels and heart con-
duction with an ECG, and
the anaesthetic level can be
adjusted accordingly.

Intravenous fluids are giv-
en during most procedures
except for very short ones,
as these help to keep the
body hydrated and maintain
blood pressure.

During recovery, we mon-
itor the return to conscious-
ness and remove the tube
from the airway as they are
able to breathe freely and
start to swallow normally.
Some pets may panic if they
feel unsure of their sur-
roundings; they are held and
reassured, or sometimes ad-
ditional sedatives are given to
make the recovery as smooth
as possible.

The anaesthetic process
always carries risk, includ-
ing a risk to life, because of
the nature of the medica-
tions given to create a state
of unconsciousness, and the
impacts this can have on the

DARNUM
POST OFFICE

4 All Banking Sewices, 11 Payments
+All Sizes PO Boxes Available

+ Soda Stream (Buy and Swap)

¢ Western Union, Fareign Currency & Money

Order

4+ Open My Post Business Account & Get More
Benefits

+ Wide Range of Greeting & Gift

Cards

+And Most Post Services

OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri—8:30 am to 5 pm

Quick Customer
Service
Car Parking
Available

1 Cropley St., Darnum. 3822. Ph: 03 5627

circulatory system. Despite
this, a closely monitored
modern anaesthetic is a
very safe process with com-
plications thankfully being
extremely rare.

Is your pet too old for an
anaesthetic? The short an-
swer is no. Age in itself is
not a barrier to a safe anaes-

By Jared Waddell-Smith of Trafalgar Veterinary Centre

thetic, and we commonly
perform geriatric anaes-
thesia for dental disease,
lump removal surgeries, or
investigation of illness with
x-rays or ultrasound. What is
more important than age, is
a careful assessment of their
health. Consideration is giv-
en to general well being such

as body condition, the pres-
ence of disease such as heart
disease or kidney disease and
blood test results. In an older
pet which has a significant
health issue or may have a
range of health conditions
which affect their long term
prognosis, then it is import-
ant to evaluate the potential

benefits of going ahead with
an anaesthetic and surgery,
against the possible risks
and the expected recovery
outcomes, to decide wheth-
er proceeding is in their
best interests.

We are here to support

you through this process if
ever your pet needs it.

Veteran Graves to be Marked in Traf

hree graves of
World War 1 vet-
erans at Trafal-

gar Public Cemetery will
receive markers to ensure
their service and sacrifice is
never forgotten.

Federal Member for
Monash Mary Aldred an-
nounced Trafalgar Public
Cemetery Trust would re-
ceive a $1720 grant after a
successful application to
the Marking (First World
War) Private Graves (MPG)
Grants Program.

The grant will fund mark-
ers for the unmarked private

Australian Flags were raised at the Trafalgar Cemetery last

graves of Joseph Walter Hul-
ley, Charles James Brache
and James Thomas Speak-
man as a lasting tribute to
their World War I service.

“This grant will ensure the
resting place of three local
Diggers are marked and their
legacy preserved,” Ms Aldred
said. “They fought for us, and
I commend Trafalgar Public
Cemetery Trust for fighting to
ensure these courageous men
are remembered with the re-
spect they deserve.”

Joseph Walter Hulley was
born in Thornton in 1980. A
farmer, he enlisted to serve

year. Photographed by Jordan Ross.

GARDENING
SERVIGES

With the option of 2, 3 or 4 hour

gardencare packages, you'll always
come home to a beautiful garden.

More than just mowing - we'll work
with you to deliver the results you're

looking for.

TRAFALGAR BASED

® nois

o Work Cover

Q TAC

o Private Gardens

0416 204 505

in World War I at the age of
35. He is buried alongside
younger brother William
Thomas Hulley, who also
served in World War I.

Charles Jacob Brache was
born in 1890. At age 25, the
labourer from Moe enlisted,
serving in the 6oth Battalion.
Charles died in 1954.

James Thomas Speakman
was born in Walhalla in 1891.
At age 23, the bridge and con-
struction worker enlisted,
serving in the 46th Battalion.
He later served in the Citi-
zen Military Services (CMS)
during World War II.

The MPG Grants Program
provides up to $620 per grave
marker to assist individu-
als, community groups and
organisations seeking to

honour those who fought in
World War I. Trafalgar Pub-

Home to all your artisan breads
and pastries. Open 7 days a week

lic Cemetery Trust secretary
Howard Jones welcomed
the successful grant for the
three local veterans.

“We would like to see
all our unmarked graves
marked,” Mr Jones said. “We
rely on community donations,
we rely on grants to fund that
sort of work.”

The project is one of sev-
eral initiatives underway at
Trafalgar Public Cemetery to
recognise Veterans.

The trust, collaborating
with  Trafalgar-Thorpdale
RSL, will soon place nation-
al flags at graves of veterans
ahead of Anzac Day. In its
second year, the installation
of Australian flags - as well
as some New Zealand and
United Kingdom flags - will
act as a visual reminder of
their service.

THORPDALE
POST OFFICE

4 All banking Services, Bill Payments
4 All Sizes P 0 Boxes Available
¢ Western Union, Foreign Currency

& Money Order

¢ And Most Post Services

OPENING HOURS

Quick
Customer Senvice
car Parking
Avatlable

Mon-Fri - 9.00am to 5.00pm
34 Station St Thorpdale ph: 03 5634 6226
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ANIMAL
ADOPTIONS

Could you be cuddling up with a new
pet this winter? By adopting an animal
from our municipal pound, you're
providing a loving home and a second
chance at life, and in return you'll get
unconditional love and companionship.
It's a win-win.

All animals adopted from the Baw Baw Shire
Council are:

« Desexed

« Microchipped

« Vaccinated

« Wormed

» Health checked

« Registered with Council

If you're looking for your
purrfect lifelong companion
visit the website or contact us
today to find out more.

[ ] [ ] [ ] °
Upcoming Council Meeting:
The following Council meeting will be held in August 2025
in the Fountain Room, West Gippsland Arts Centre.

Wednesday 27 August -1.00pm

All community members are welcome to attend in person
or tune in via the Live Stream on our website.

For a full list of the meetings for 2025, visit
www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/CouncilMeetings

Baw Baw Connect -
Have Your Say, Your Way!

Council currently has one community
engagement opportunity open
for consultation!

 Draft Road Management Plan

Visit bawbawconnect.com.au
to have your say, your way.

E bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
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Our Roads. Your Roads.
Better Baw Baw Roads.

Did you know debris and litter can block kerbside storm
water drains leading to water on the road and increased
pollution in our waterways?

We've noticed an increase in residents blowing their leaves
and grass cuttings into the streets after doing their yard
work. It might seem harmless but it's causing issues with
our storm water drainage system and is actually illegal.
Our Infrastructure Maintenance teams work hard to keep
our streets and drains clear, but it is everyone’s responsibility
to ensure we are not contributing to the problem.

Be sure to responsibly clear away your leaves, grass
cuttings and other garden debris by utilising your green
waste bin.

- S

Upcoming Events:

For a full list of the current events, visit
www.bawbawshire.co/Events-Calendar

@ 1300229220
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Club champions crowned at Traf Tennis

he Trafalgar Tennis
Club held its junior
and senior club

championships last month
with great success.

The championships deliv-
ered some fun and entertain-
ing tennis for participants
and spectators. Ten senior
players and 11 junior players
entered the competition.

Junior players compet-
ed in a round robin tourna-
ment for each section, then a
knockout competition to sort
out boy and girl champions.

phenson won the section
four medal, James Bryant
won the section three med-
al and Josh Hearne won the
section one medal.

Shailah Middleton took
out the girls championship
honours for the second time,
beating Bella DeHaas in
the final.

Josh Hearne claimed the
boys championship hon-
ours for the second time af-
ter beating James Bryant in
the final.

In the men’s champion-

By Nick Duck. Supplied by the Warragul & Drouin Gazette.

Bryant took the top prize,
defeating Colin Maney in the
final 6-3.

The women’s champion-
ship was won by Amy Chap-
lain, who defeated Lara Cod-
ling in the final 6-0.

Players at both junior and
senior levels demonstrat-
ed a high standard of skill,
stamina, friendly rivalry and
good sportsmanship.

Trafalgar Tennis Club
acknowledged  committee
members and parents for

assisting on the day and sup-
porting all the competitors.

. \\ =1

Elliot Radic won the sec- ship, there were eight com- 2 : b \
tion five medal, Ollie Ste- petitors on the day and Luke The Trafalgar Tennis Club boys champions were Josh Hearne (section one), Ollie Stephenson
(section three), James Bryant (section four) and Elliot Radic (section five). Josh also took out the

overall boys championship.

Shailah Middleton won the Trafalgar Tennis
Club girls championship.

Josh Hearne claimed the boys championship. Trafalgar Tennis Club women’s champion Amy Chaplain and men’s champion Luke Bryant.

What's next?

The future for each child is different ... N

Whether transitioning to Kinder, commencing Prep or Year 7, or planning subject .-
selections in preparation for a career, every child is catered for at St Paul’s -
Anglican Grammar School.

St Paul’s

AMNGLICAM GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Our school is committed to the growth, development and potential of all students,

whatever their academic level and wherever their futures may take them. We X
are dedicated to ensuring that all students are nurtured, feel a strong sense of ’ y e
belonging and are able to actively prepare themselves for the future. 2

Our students and highly qualified staff are ready to share with you our expansive e, i
grounds and purpose-built facilities, our curriculum and their lifelong love of - AL :
learning. Delve into the many and varied service, co-curricular and leadership
opportunities that assist each child to pursue their potential, developing resilience
and confidence as they grow into independent and articulate young adults.

Register now: stpaulsags.vic.edu.au Sregd
Join us on Sat 9 May, 10am - 2pm
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Polocrosse takes oftf in Traf

Supplied courtesy of the Warragul & Drouin Gazette

rafalgar Polocrosse
Club launched its
2026 season host-

ing its club tournament on 7
and 8 February.

Teams played across
four grades during the two
day competition.

Winners included: A
grade - Sale; B grade - Trafal-
gar; C grade - Corio; and, D
grade - Ballan.

Trafalgar was runners-up
in the A and D grades.

Best overall female player
for the weekend was Trafal-
gar player Kim Templeton
while Sale player Harry Sem-
mens was awarded the best
overall male player.

The club’s annual tourna-
ment also sees the presenta-
tion of the memorial trophy
for Trafalgar life member
Lawrence Malady for the best
number three player during
the weekend. The award,
presented by Jackie Mala-
dy, was won by Sale player
Ike Murray.

The Victorian season will
continue until Easter with
the state championships to
be played at Sale.

Trafalgar D grade player Leigh Carroll keeps his eye on the ball
in front of his Sale opponent.

ied

- %

Winners at their home tournament are Trafalgar B grade team members (from left) Pat McMahon,
Cam Templeton, Billy Rolfe, Kim Templeton, Ryan Dyke and Lenny McMahon.

Traf finishes runner-up
in weekend and midweek

pennant

By Michael Holroyd. Supplied by the Latrobe Valley Express.

Rubvenstein, Mick Fleming
and David Cook, 33 to 21,
sealing the victory overall for
Traralgon, 102-81.

xtensive rain meant
the Saturday pen-
nant grand finals

of Strzelecki North were re-

scheduled last month. Matt Ferrari and his rink

of Trevor James, Ron Sher-
lock and Nick Turnbull de-
feated Matt Schreyer and
his rink of Graham Hill,
Ted Kuklinsky and Adam
Proctor, 28-15.

Trafalgar played Traral-
gon in the Division 1 decid-
er, which was moved from
Newborough Bowling Club to
under the roof at Longwarry
Bowling Club.

Traralgon continued its
winning way by securing a
third Division 1 premiership
in a row.

Wayne Lynch and his
rink of Pat Trewin, Michael
Better and Shane Chapman
drew against Tommy Lodge

Vin Mcllwain and his rink ~ and his rink of Matt Ogiliv-

of Tom Irvine, Ian Hisley and
Matt Eccles won all eight
shots on the last end against
Ian Miles and his rink of Noel

ie, Matt Leicester and Matt
Coutts, 19-all.

Trafalgar had a winner
with Nathan Cook and his

rink of Peter Rosenboom,
Tim Fraser and Chris Bor-
tignon, defeating James
Sculkin and his rink of Jedd
Ladgrove, Ian Kirkup and
Wayne Barnes, 26-22.

Midweek bowls grand
finals were held Tuesday,
March 3.

Newborough won the
Strzelecki North title for
Division 1.

Playing  Trafalgar at
Traralgon, Newborough
showed its overall strength
during the last three ends
of each rink as they gained
10 shots across their three
teams to only win by eight
shots overall 65 to 57.

Trafalgar

EASTER

Self Storage

- Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year

&

Strzelecki Realty

Melina BATH mp

THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

MY DOOR IS

2 Sale Yard Road, Trafalgar

Call Strzelecki Realty
Ph: 5633 2858

WIRED SNE
ELECTRICAL

* Domestic ® Commercial

* Rewires & Addifions ® New Homes
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Mighty Maskiell completes

treble

By Liam Durkin. Supplied by the Latrobe Valley Express.

rafalgar jockey Ja-
son Maskiell con-
tinued his rich vein

of form, winning last month’s
Stony Creek Cup. It was one
of three consecutive winners
he rode at the meeting.

Maskiell rode Traralgon
Cup-winning horse Station
One to victory for Kyneton
trainer Liam Howley in the
feature race.

He had to see off a stern
challenge from 2023 Moe
Cup-winning jockey Craig
Newitt, who rode second by
just 0.3 of a length on board
Regal Lion across the 2100
metre distance.

Amazingly, Station One
has now won 10 country
cups. The cup completed a
riding double, coming after
Maskiell rode the winner of
Race 6.

It just got better howev-
er, as Maskiell finished the
meeting by riding Hey Bella
across the line in Race 8. Ne-
witt rode a winner in Race

3, giving Moe trainer Peter
Gelagotis a win for Snakein-
thegrass over 1100m.

Sale’s Sharyn Trolove won
Race 5 with Stewart. Sale Turf
Club was connected to late
champion Australian thor-
oughbred Makybe Diva, who
had early wins at Sale before
going on to win three consec-
utive Melbourne Cups.

Upon hearing news of her
death, jockey Glen Boss said
such a feat would never be
achieved again. After Maky-
be Diva’s third Melbourne
Cup in 2005, race caller Greg
Miles, who was in Moe late
last year as part of the Mel-
bourne Cup tour, famously
declared: “A champion be-
comes a legend.”

Trafalgar jockey Jason Maskiell rides Station One to victory in

the Stony Creek Cup.

Northern success

By Blake Metcalf-Holt. Supplied by the Latrobe Valley Express.

etting it done far
and wide.
Former Thorp-

dale footballer Boyd Bailey
celebrated after winning the
Northern Territory Football
League premiership with
Nightecliff last month.

His team defeated St
Mary’s in the Grand Final.
Finishing third on the lad-
der, the Tigers jumped a level
come finals, culminating in
a 72-point victory in the last
game of the season.

Bailey played alongside
fellow Gippslander, Moe’s
Riley Baldi, and kicked two
goals in the decider. For-
mer Geelong premiership
player Brandan Parfitt was
awarded best-on-ground.

Bailey also appeared in
the NTFL All Star game, rep-
resenting the Spears. He was
the best out there against the
very best opposition, with 25
disposals and four goals. Bai-
ley stepped aside as Morwell

coach after three seasons last
year and has moved on to co-
coach Sea Lake-Nandaly.

Baildi has  departed
Moe to step up into the
South Australian National
Football League.

The former Gippsland
League best-and-fairest
will play for South Ade-
laide alongside former Bris-
bane Lions and Port Ade-

laide player, Newborough’s
Sam Skinner.

i—larriet Shing MP

MEMBER FOR EASTERN VICTORIA

Your voice in the
Eastern Victoria Region

@Iﬂﬁ Commercial Road, Morwell VIC 3840

@ harriet.shing@parliament.vic.gov.au
@ 1300103199 €) harrietshingmp €3 @ShingvWorld

Finals action for Wolves

By Liam Durkin. Supplied by the Latrobe Valley Express.

illow Grove
Cricket  Club
qualified  for

its first A Grade finals series
since 1982 last month.

The Wolves entered an
A Grade side for the first
time in many seasons four
years ago, and have built
themselves back up after
nearly going under just on a
decade ago.

Playing in the Cricket La-
trobe Valley league, Willow
Grove finished the regular
season in third position on
the ladder.

This meant a semi-fi-
nal showdown against sec-
ond-place Rovers for a spot
in the Grand Final.

Rovers defeated Wil-
low Grove by 119 runs in
the semi-final played at
Mirboo North.

A superb effort from Ewan
Williams saw Rovers to a to-
tal of 242 batting first on a
Mirboo North strip that had
plenty of runs in it.

Conditions could not have
been better for batting, with
a true surface and bowling
green outfield.

The Wolves’ hand was
somewhat forced however,
given Rovers was the higher
ranked team.

As conditions were so
good, there remained the
chance Rovers could have
blocked out on Day 2 to draw
its way to the Grand Final.

Rovers openers Liam Lit-
tle and Tyler Pearce com-
bined for a 53 run open-
ing stand, with the former
making 27.

They fell either side of
each other, however Rovers
veteran Simon Duff steadied
the ship with 32.

James Hayter scored 40,
but similar to what had taken
place earlier, Rovers lost two
wickets back-to-back.

At 4/125 the game was del-
icately poised, but Williams
batted with the rest of the
card to take the score close
to 250.

Willow Grove toiled well,
andwererewarded with wick-
ets at semi-regular intervals.

Rovers were nine down at
stumps, and batted on into
Day 2 to make it 96.2 overs in
its innings.

Darcy Walsh took 3/48
with his leg spinners, and
younger brother Logan 2/16.

Wolves’ veteran Peter Gri-
ma was brought into the side
for the first time this season,
replacing Anthony Wilkes,
who had commitments with
a veterans team overseas.

Things started disastrous-
ly for Willow Grove, with a
wicket falling off the very
first ball of the innings.

The situation didn’t im-
prove much from there, and
when Duff took the key wick-
et of Luke Payton for 39, it
was just about game.

Darcy Walsh added some
runs with 32 off 42 and was
the last man out, leaving the
Wolves well short at 123.

While it was a disappoint-
ing end for Willow Grove, it
should not detract from the
season, nor the growth the
club has had in recent times.

The Wolves had six
teams from across the club
play finals this season. (A
Grade, womens, veterans
and juniors).

Three goals in the first

quarter

By Blake Metcalf-Holt. Supplied by the Latrobe Valley Express.

hat a start to
the new year.
Former Tra-

falgar footballer Bailey Hum-
phrey couldn’t be stopped in
the first quarter of the AFL
season, booting three of the
first four goals for Gold Coast.

The Suns made light work
of a fairly depleted Geelong
outfit, winning by 56 points
at People First Stadium, Gold
Coast. While much attention
went to the Suns’ star recruit,
Christian Petracca, Hum-
phrey was given the freedom
and space at centre half for-

ward to get off to the best of
starts in his fourth season.

The former Moe, New-
borough and Trafalgar ju-
nior delivered the ball in-
side 50 within the first 30
seconds of the 2026 cam-
paign, tallying his first major
almost instantly.

He then snapped truly
from the boundary a few
minutes later and was found
again midway through the
first quarter, subsequently
sending through his third
goal early on.

Humphrey’s fourth and

final goal for the game came
as the second half opened,
and the scary combination
of he and Petracca was real-
ised when the two linked up
via hands before Humphrey
snapped another.

Despite all the noise sur-
rounding his desired de-
parture in the offseason,
ironically to Melbourne,
Humphrey could be in for his
best season yet and fits ex-
tremely well in a side eyeing a
deep finals berth. Humphrey
finished with 15 touches and
four goals on the night.

Trafalgar’s Bailey Humphrey surged with a four-goal performance, including three in the first
quarter, in Gold Coast’s Opening Round win against Geelong. Photo: AFL Photos
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retirement living

Explore the relaxing
retirement lifestyle
you deserve

Secure your dream villa and
enjoy a bonus pergola on us!
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 Enjoy resort living everyday
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