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Hospital hot topic of conversation in the lead-
up to the election

By Jordan Ross

For Baw Baw Shire 
locals, the West 
Gippsland Hospital 

has been a topic of conversa-
tion for more than a decade. 
Now, candidates for the fed-
eral election have turned 
their eye on the hospital 
as well.

The new hospital - in 
which construction was sup-
posed to have started last 
year - was pledged up to $675 
million in funding from the 
state government in 2022. 
However, the land-rezoning 
only began last year and con-
struction has not begun.

The hospital was original-
ly expected to be accepting 
patients by 2029, and should 
include 223 patient beds and 
treatment spaces, three new 
operating theatres and 25 
spaces for outpatient care 
and specialist treatment.

According to data from 
the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, Warragul and 
Drouin are the fastest-grow-
ing towns in Australia. This 
increasing population is 
putting further pressure 
on the already inadequate 
hospital infrastructure.

The federal candidates 
have also set the scene of an 
under-resourced hospital. 
Independent Candidate Deb 
Leonard described “cracks 
in the wall” and a roof that is 
“falling in,” while MP Russell 
Broadbent said upgrades are 
“desperately needed.”

In addition to the poor 
state of the building, the hos-
pital needs more beds so that 
paramedics can spend more 
time responding to emergen- The current West Gippsland Hospital.

cies, and less time ramped 
outside of emergency.

Independent MP Rus-
sell Broadbent is making 
the hospital the “priority” of 
his campaign.

He has called on all sides 
of politics to join him in com-
mitting $60 million to kick-
start the planning and design 
of the new Warragul and 
District Hospital.

Broadbent personally 
wrote to Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese and Oppo-
sition Leader Peter Dutton, 
urging them to visit his elec-
torate and declare their com-
mitment to the first stage of 
hospital funding.

“It’s clear the major parties 
are taking this electorate for 
granted,” he said, warning 
that the major parties can “no 
longer ignore Monash.”

Mr Broadbent said in the 
event of a hung parliament, 
“No one will get my sup-
port unless they commit to 
the hospital.”

Deb Leonard echoed a 
similar sentiment.

“As an independent, it 
doesn’t matter who’s in power; 
I can work with both sides of 
politics,” she said.

Leonard referenced the 
success of past independent 
MP’s, such as Andrew Wilkie 
who managed to get $340 mil-
lion in funding for a hospital 
in his electorate, Denison.

Leonard said “we just need 
to get [the hospital] done.”

“We’ve been promised West 
Gippsland Hospital for a de-
cade” she said.

Leonard said “we deserve 
better” and that Monash 
needs better access to men-
tal health services and aged 
care facilities.

“I will work tirelessly to 
improve access to healthcare 
services,” she said.

Labor Candidate Tully 
Fletcher said that “only Labor 
builds public hospitals” while 
“the Liberals only close them… 
or privatise them.”

He referenced new hospi-
tals in Wonthaggi and Phillip 
Island which have been fund-
ed and delivered by the Labor 
state government.

He said that he’d like the 
West Gippsland Hospital to 
be “built faster,” and that he 
can deliver co-investment 
from the federal government 
to support the funding al-
ready committed by the state 
government in 2022.

Fletcher offered an ad-
ditional pledge. A new, ful-
ly funded and bulk billed 
Medicare Urgent Care 
Clinic in Warragul which 
will “ease pressure” on the 
existing hospital.

“Everyone in Warragul 
and Drouin will get the free, 
bulk-billed urgent care they 
need without waiting in the 
emergency department at 
West Gippsland Hospital,” 
he said.

He said that this project 
will “take pressure off the 
emergency department,” and 
“provide long-term certainty 
to [local] families.”

Liberal Candidate 
Mary Aldred has her own 

experiences with West 
Gippsland Hospital.

As a member of the Com-
mittee for Gippsland, she 
pushed the Labor State Gov-
ernment to commit funding 
which has yet to come across 
in a state budget.

She said that training 
medical and health staff in 
the Monash area will be im-
portant, as it will prompt the 
state and national govern-
ments to “build local links” 
so that people can live, study, 
and work in the same area.

Aldred brought Senator 
Sarah Henderson with her 
to visit the hospital earli-
er this year, hoping to re-

mind federal politicians of 
the need for upgrades to 
Monash’s infrastructure.

The Coalition has said 
that if they form government, 
they will introduce a Region-
al Australia Future Fund to 
deliver a guaranteed annual 
funding stream for projects 
in regional, rural and remote 
areas. 

They said that in time, 
this fund could grow to 
$20 billion.

“This is about putting re-
gional people first and leaving 
a legacy for future genera-
tions,” said Leader of the Na-
tionals, David Littleproud.

Independent Russell 
Broadbent called it a “great 
initiative” that could support 
infrastructure projects like 
the hospital.

“This Fund could be used to 
kickstart local projects such 
as the planning and design 
phase of the proposed War-
ragul and District Hospital,” 
he said.

Mr Broadbent said that as 
an independent, he will “sup-
port parties and policies that 
offer what’s best for Monash.”

With all the candidates 
making promises to progress 
the West Gippsland Hospital, 
it’s for you to decide who you 
trust the most to deliver.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor, the dis-

cussion around 
d e c a r b o n i z i n g 

the economy is gaining 
momentum, with the LNP 
exploring nuclear power 
stations and Labor focusing 
on offshore wind and green 
hydrogen. However, there 
is a noticeable gap in these 
discussions that needs to 
be addressed. Transitioning 
towards a more sustainable 
future entails significant 
considerations. The CSIRO’s 
GenCost report shed light on 
the levelized cost of energy 
(LCOE) for various technol-
ogies, highlighting that solar 
PV and onshore wind offer 
cost-effective energy gener-

ation options. Currently, so-
lar and wind energy firming 
costs range from $100-$140 
MWh, with projections indi-
cating a decline to $90-$120 
per MWH by 2030.

To support this transi-
tion, reforms are essential 
to plan for future renewable 
projects and establish trans-
mission infrastructure to 
accommodate our growing 
population. It is crucial to 
ensure fair compensation 
for rural and regional com-
munities hosting transmis-
sion developments. Public 
ownership of poles and wires 
can facilitate government-led 
investments, paving the way 
for renewable energy zones. 

Mr Corbell, CEO of the Clean 
Energy Investor Group, em-
phasizes the need for govern-
ments to enact laws that en-
able zero-carbon electricity 
generation, energy storage, 
and transmission infrastruc-
ture development. To achieve 
these goals, incentivizing 
battery storage across house-
holds and businesses nation-
wide can alleviate grid stress 
caused by intermittent solar 
power. 

Establishing federal pro-
grams for distributed and 
storage in schools, govern-
ment housing, alongside 
re-nationalizing poles and 
wires through transparent 
processes, are crucial stag-

es.  Additionally, prioritiz-
ing transmission upgrades, 
avoiding excessive grid in-
vestments, adequately com-
pensating landowners who 
host transmission lines, and 
ensuring reliable dispatch-
able generation sources as 
coal plants phase out are vi-
tal strategies. 

As a country, we must in-
vest in long-duration storage 
technology, which is key to 
shaping Australia’s energy 
future.

Carly Noble 
Editor’s Note: Noble is a 

candidate for the Senate, rep-
resenting Victoria as an Aus-
tralian Democrat at the 2025 
Federal election.

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS TO: EDITOR@TRAFNEWS.COM

Dear Editor, I am a 
single issue candi-
date for the west-

ern alliance. 
The American people 

have become dangerously 
erratic and without nec-
essarily wishing to, they 
are vandalising their own 
democracy and the west-
ern alliance with it. That is 
our problem.

The western alliance is 
the foundation of freedom, 
democracy and prosperity 
for Australia, just as it is for 
Australia and even for non-
aligned countries in our re-
gion. Ukraine is fighting for 

its freedom because it dared 
to aspire to these things we 
have taken for granted.

No-one can tell the fu-
ture but the present mo-
ment looks like it could be 
a historic one. People in the 
street mostly know this but 
our election candidates ap-
parently do not. Nor do our 
leaders in Canberra have 
much to say, more concerned 
that we somehow escape the 
US tariffs that everyone else, 
friend and foe, are being 
subjected to.

The problem in Ameri-
ca started with Trump, but 
it has infected a large frac-

tion of the American people. 
Our political leaders should 
reach out to the American 
people, that they should 
have more respect for them-
selves, their country and 
their institutions.

They should have done so 
in 2020 when Trump falsely 
claimed that their electoral 
process was corrupted.

I have asked other candi-
dates, most particularly Rus-
sell Broadbent, to take up this 
issue. If they will not, I feel I 
must run. At the same time I 
hope to promote discussion 
forums that the candidates 
and voters can take part in. 
This is not a council election. 

It is not about dog parks. If 
we can have proper forums 
we can move past silly elec-
tion advertising and look 
at the real issues that other 
candidates have raised, such 
as economic ones. Slogans 
do not cut it, ‘corflutes’ with 
candidates’ faces on it do not 
help, and flyers in your let-
ter-box with lots of colours, 
but no information, do not 
advance the discussion.

Robert Durkacz
Editor’s Note: Durkacz in-

tended to run in the Division 
of Monash for the House of 
Representatives but was not 
included in the final list of 
candidates on April 11.
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Ask Cathy
By Cathy Saleta

healing and recovery paths. 
I am offering a support col-
umn for Traf News. You can 
write in to Traf News with 
an issue or challenging expe-
rience and I will share some 
ideas, insights, research, or 
strategies to support you and 
hopefully improve your situ-
ation. I will answer a letter or 

if there is a theme amongst 
the letters, I will offer a more 
general contribution. 

Editor’s note: If you are in-
terested in writing to Cathy, 
please email editor@trafnews.
com. You do not need to attach 
a name and anything you 
write will remain anonymous.

Voting on election day
On election day you 

will receive two 
ballot papers: a 

green one for the House of 
Representatives and a white 
one for the Senate.

House of 
Representatives

On the green ballot pa-
per, you need to put a ‘1’ in 
the box beside the candidate 
who is your first choice, ‘2’ in 
the box beside your second 
choice and so on, until you 
have numbered every box. 
You must number every box 
for your vote to count.

Senate
On the white ballot paper 

you can choose to vote either 
above or below the line

If you vote above the line, 
you must number at least 6 
boxes from 1 to 6. Place a ‘1’ in 
the box for the party or group 
that is your first choice, a ‘2’ 

in the box for the party or 
group that is your second 
choice and so on until you 
number at least six boxes. 
You may continue to place 
numbers in as many boxes 
above the line as you like.

If you vote below the line, 
you must number at least 12 
boxes from 1 to 12. Place a ‘1’ 
in the box beside the candi-
date that is your first choice, 
a ‘2’ in the box beside your 
second choice and so on until 
you number at least 12 boxes. 
You may continue to place 
numbers in as many boxes 
below the line as you like.

Early voting
Early voting from Tuesday 

April 22 2025. Election day is 
Saturday May 3 2025. There 
are many reasons you may be 
eligible to vote early, which 
can be found at: https://www.
aec.gov.au/election/fe25/ear-
ly-voting.htm.

Australian flags will fly to 
honour veterans

flags placed at the grave sites 
of former service personnel 
and veterans.

The flags will fly from 
April 23 to May 2. Family, 
friends and all others inter-

In Monash
On April 11, the ballot or-

der was drawn for our divi-
sion, the Division of Monash. 
As confirmed by the AEC, 
this is the order in which the 
candidates will appear on the 
ballot paper for the election.

•	 1. Kuljeet Kaur Robinson 
(One Nation)

•	 2. Tully Fletcher (Labor)
•	 3. Russell Broadbent 

(Independent) (Sitting 
Member)

•	 4. Mary Aldred (Liberal)
•	 5. Deb Leonard 

(Independent)
•	 6. Geoffrey Dethlefs 

(Family First)
•	 7. David O’Reilly 

(Legalise Cannabis 
Party)

•	 8. Terence Steele 
(Greens)

•	 9. Alex Wehbe (Trumpet 
of Patriots)

ested are invited to visit the 
ceremony and see the flags.

Editor’s Note: The Traf 
News will provide photo-
graphs and additional details 
in our next issue in June.

To honour the men 
and women who 
have served the 

nation, The Trafalgar Thorp-
dale RSL and Trafalgar Pub-
lic Cemetery Trust intend 
to have individual national 

I am a local counsel-
lor in Trafalgar. I’m 
very passionate about 

mental health and holistic 
well-being. This is because 
I have my own story of over-
coming mental health issues, 
trauma, crises, and challeng-
es in life. It’s very meaningful 
to support others along their 

Voting Locations
For early-voting (be-

ginning April 22), you can 
vote at:

•	  St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church 
Hall, 34 Fowler Street, 
Moe. 

•	 St Paul’s Old Year 9 
Centre, 57 Sutton Street, 
Warragul

For voting on the day (May 
3), you can vote at:

•	 Trafalgar Primary 
School, 84 School Road, 
Trafalgar

•	 There are several 
more locations across 
Yarragon, Willow Grove, 
Moe, and Warragul

For more locations and 
more details on dates and 
times, please check the 
AEC website.

Sample ballot paper for the House 
of Representatives. Provided by 
the AEC.

Sample ballot papers for the Senate. Above and below the line. Provided by the AEC.
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Name for new Yarragon park confirmed

A Yarragon park will 
officially be named 
Angela Malacarne 

Park following unanimous 
endorsement by the Baw Baw 
Shire Council.

The park, located on Rol-
lo Street, is currently under 
construction and is expected 
to be completed by Novem-
ber 2025. From 1879 to 2013, 
the location was the site for 
the Yarragon Primary School

Angela Malacarne was 
a teacher at that school for 
nearly 40 years. Council 
thought it was appropriate 
to honour her career which 
saw her teach hundreds of 
Yarragon students.

The name was endorsed 
by council in December, 
and after a period of com-
munity consultation, coun-
cil confirmed the name 
in late-March.

“There aren’t too many 
people in the Yarragon area 
who aren’t familiar with 
Mrs Malacarne, who taught 
at least 800 local children 
during her 38.5 years as a 
teacher at the Yarragon Pri-
mary School, the primary 
school she also attended her-
self,” said Cr Mayor Goss.

“I’ve spoken to a number 
of people living in the Yarra-
gon area, people who have 
either been taught by Mrs. 
Malacarne or whose children 

have been taught by her, and 
all agree that naming a park 
in her honour would be a truly 
fitting tribute,” said Cr Deputy 
Mayor Jones

When Angela toured the 
site back in January, she 
said that “it was a wonderful 
honour and privilege,” and 
that she “never expected this 
to happen.”

While most commem-
orative names are granted 
posthumously, the Registrar 
of Geographic Names Victo-
ria granted a rare exemption 
in recognition of Angela’s 
long-standing connection 
to the site and contribution 
to Yarragon.

The $1.77 million project 
will deliver a new walking 
path, seating and picnic ta-
bles, a drink fountain, bike 
racks and new plants and 
trees. 

“I am very much looking 
forward to seeing the many 
benefits this new park will 
bring to our local communi-
ty once the reconstruction is 
complete,” said Cr Goss.

In similar news, council is 
considering a new name for 
the Noojee Streamside Re-
serve, the Gladys Sanderson 
Park. 

Gladys Sanderson was a 
local here back in 1939. In 
the summer of that year, 
Noojee and much of Victoria 

was ravaged by bushfires and 
Sanderson remained in town 
operating the telephone 
switchboard - the area’s only 
communication link at the 
time. She only left her station 
when her building was en-
gulfed in flames and she was 
forced to flee.

She was awarded the Or-
der of the British Empire in 
1940 and her story was wide-
ly recognised across Austra-
lia. 

Before a final decision 
is made, council is seeking 
community consultation to 
ensure the name reflects the 
values and identity of Noojee. 
Online community feedback 
is open until May 2.

Mayor Cr Danny Goss (right) with Deputy Mayor Cr Tricia 
Jones (left).

The construction site in February. Image provided by the Baw 
Baw Shire Council.

Angela Malacarne (centre), was given a tour of the construction site in January alongside 
Baw Baw Shire Councillors. Photographed by Jordan Ross.

Baw Baw Shire May-
or Danny Goss has 
apologised to the 

previous councillor group. 
In his apology, he specifically 
mentioned previous mayor 
Annemarie McCabe and re-
ferred to “all of the councillors 
who were present that day.”

Cr Goss said that the apol-
ogy - which was issued as a 
part of his mayoral minute at 
the end of a council meeting 
held on March 26 - had come 
after 12 months of reflection.

He said that in the 
“heat of the moment,” he 
acted in a way that he 
“immediately regretted.”

“Anyone who knows me, in-
cluding my fellow councillors 
here today, you just wouldn’t 
have recognised the person 
who overstepped the mark 
that day. To be honest, I don’t 
think I’ll ever be able to rec-
ognise that version of myself 
either,” he said.

Mayor apologises one year on
By Jordan Ross

By Jordan Ross

“I take full responsibility 
for my conduct,” he said, mak-
ing note that he had not been 
asked to apologise.

While he did not speci-
fy which incident, he said 
that it followed a “bitter de-
bate,” and occurred about 
12 months ago. This would 
point to the council meeting 
held on April 3, 2024.

It became well known 
across the shire that there 
was tension amongst the pre-
vious councillor group - in 
which only Cr Goss and Cr 
Jones remain following elec-
tions last November. How-
ever, this tension toppled 
over in this meeting in April, 
during a heated debate.

Cr Goss presented a re-
scission motion to overturn 
a newly approved Place and 
Feature Naming Policy. Fol-
lowing debate from fellow 
councillors, Goss used his 
right of reply to yell and point 
his finger at Councillors 
Jazmin Tauru and Keith Cook 
- who had disagreed with his 
motion. Cr Tauru asked “Can 
you stop yelling?” as he con-
tinued to raise his voice.

He continued to speak, 
accusing Cr McCabe of lying, 

misquoting him and of “man 
bashing”, even as the former 
mayor rang the bell to signal 
time. 

In the end, McCabe asked 
him to stop multiple times, 
before saying “sit down Cr 
Goss or I’ll ask you to leave 
the chamber.”

At the end of her term, 
McCabe claimed that there 
was a “boys club” within 
the council and spoke of 
misogynistic behaviour.

“When I became a council-
lor in 2020… women were not 
respected and it was unpro-
fessional, and at times, a hos-

tile environment. Not a lot has 
changed over the four years,” 
she said.

“I have seen first hand and 
been subjected to appalling 
behaviour that would never 
be tolerated in a workplace,” 
she said.

The elections last year 
saw seven new councillors 
elected. In November, new-
ly appointed Councillor 
Brendan Kingwill said “It 
does feel like we’re all on the 
same page.” This claim was 
echoed by fellow East Ward 
Councillors Kate Wilson and 
Adam Sheehan.

“I lost my temper 
and said some 
things that I deeply 
regret,” he said. 

The construction site in February. Image provided by the Baw 
Baw Shire Council.
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Crime on the rise
By Jordan Ross

According to recent-
ly released data 
from the Crime 

Statistics Agency, crime is on 
the rise in Baw Baw for the 
third straight year. In 2024, 
5,850 criminal offences were 
recorded, over 1,300 more 
than in 2023. 

In Trafalgar, 296 criminal 
incidents occurred last year. 
This was an increase of about 
60 incidents from 2023. In 
Yarragon, 190 offences were 
recorded, meaning an in-
crease of about 11%.

Across the Baw Baw Shire, 
around half of criminal in-
cidents were reported in 
Warragul and a majority of 
crimes occurred in houses.

Baw Baw Shire wasn’t 
alone in increasing crime 
rates, across the state re-
corded criminal offences in-
creased by 15.7% from 2023 
to 2024. Statewide, 73,539 
arrests were made last year. 
Car theft was the fastest 
growing crime, increasing by 
approximately 40% from the 
year prior.

“Crime in Baw Baw is out 
of control,” said Member for 
Narracan, Wayne Farnham.

“Our Victoria Police mem-
bers are working day and 
night to keep our communities Police tape at a crime scene. Photographed by SCM Jeans.

safe. The Allan Labor Govern-
ment must do more to support 
their efforts,” he said.

Farnham said: “we need 
tougher laws, stronger en-
forcement, and a government 
that puts community safety 
first.” 

He called for a 24/7 po-
lice station in Drouin - 
which would support the 
growing population.

Bail Laws passed in 
state parliament

This report was followed 
by an announcement of 
tougher bail laws by the 
state government, which 
Premier Jacinta Allan called 
“the toughest bail laws in 
the country.”

“The overall crime rates in 
Victoria are totally unaccept-
able,” said Deputy Commis-
sioner Bob Hill.

“The time has come for 
Victorians to feel safe in their 
homes again and for young 
offenders to be held account-
able,” said Hill, referencing 
the tougher bail laws to come 
into place.

The new bail laws - which 
passed through both houses 
of the Victorian Parliament 
- will prioritise communi-
ty safety. Additionally, new 
criminal offences will seek to 

punish those who do not re-
spect the terms of their bail. 

“I have listened to victims 
of crime and Victorians, and I 
have acted… [we are] putting 
community safety above all 
and delivering consequences 
for those who break the law,” 
said Premier Jacinta Allen.

The bail bill will create 
tougher barriers for repeat 
offenders to obtain bail, and 
ultimately increase the num-
ber of adult and youth of-
fenders on remand.

Community and human 
rights groups have criti-
cised these new laws, with 
the Human Rights Law Cen-
tre calling them “dangerous 
and discriminatory,” to Ab-
original and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples.

First Nations Director at 
the Human Rights Law Cen-
tre, Maggie Munn said, “It 
is deeply shameful that the 
Allan Government has re-
fused to learn from past pol-
icy failures,” and that these 
new measures will “worsen 
the mass incarceration of 
Aboriginal people.”

The Victorian Greens 
party are calling for “evi-
dence-based bail laws.”

“Last time Labor rushed 
bail reform we saw a dou-

bling of the number of First 
Nations women in Victoria’s 
prisons and deaths in custo-
dy,” said Victorian Greens 
spokesperson for Justice, 
Katherine Copsey.

To tackle the rise of youth 
crime, the new bail laws will 
mean remand or custody for 
youth offenders will no lon-
ger be a “last resort.”

A media release from the 
Australian Human Rights 
Commission said that deten-
tion should be a “last resort” 

for youth offenders and that 
the focus should be on pre-
venting crime by youths.

In contrast, the Coalition 
said the “weak” changes do 
not go far enough, with Mem-
ber for Eastern Victoria, Me-
lina Bath labelling the state 
government’s approach to 
crime, “soft.”

“These bail laws still aren’t 
as strong as they need to be to 
protect Victorians,” said Lib-
eral MP Michael O’Brien.

Bath said “residents de-
serve a justice system that pri-
oritises their safety; bail must 
be considered a privilege and 
not a right.”

“Communities will be dis-
mayed to learn no offence will 
be recorded for a breach of 
bail for youth offenders and 
that no bail test will be applied 
for criminals who commit 
serious offences such as ar-
son, burglary, and robbery,” 
she said.



With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to

review your home loan.

We’ll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan

a full check-up to make sure it’s still right for you and your current

needs.

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your

nearest branch.

Community Bank • Trafalgar & District

Time for a home loan health

check!

*Source: Roy Morgan Single Source Australia, May 2023. All loans are subject to the bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the
Terms and Conditions, available online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178
AFSL 237879 A 2045547 OUT_40116675, 03/09/2024
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Traf News has new printers
By Peace Ijiyera

Recently Traf News 
joined forces with 
the Latrobe Valley 

Express as the new printers 
of the Traf News paper.

On March 28, the Traf 
News team went to the La-
trobe Valley Express print-
ing facility in Morwell to 
see the April edition of the 
paper printed.

Fast-paced, noisy, and in-
teresting were some of the 
words to describe the expe-
rience. The Traf News team 
were super impressed and 
excited to visibly see the pa-
per come to life.  

The printing facility has 
been around for as long as 

the Latrobe Valley Express 
has been - over 50 years.

Print manager Peter Giles 
led the way and explained the 
whole printing process.

Peter has been working in 
the printing industry for over 
40 years and has been work-
ing for the Express for over 
25 years.

He did his printing ap-
prenticeship in North Mel-
bourne, at the College of 
Printing and Graphic Arts. 
Though it was not his first 
choice, he grew to love 
the craft.

“I had my heart set on be-
ing an electrician and I ap-

plied for several different po-
sitions with apprenticeships 
and was unsuccessful.”

“Printing was my second 
choice, so I ended up getting 
a printing apprenticeship 
and here I am 40 years later,” 
Giles said.

With over 40 years of ex-
perience in the industry, 
Giles’ love for the job has 
not faded.

“I still get satisfaction out 
of seeing a happy customer 
and a completed job go out 
the door. That still gives me a 
great sense of pride.”

“I love the machines, I 
love the staff, I just love the 
whole job.”

“All the people that work 
here, they have got a fantastic 
sense of commitment. They 
always have the company’s 
interest at heart,” Giles said.

The Latrobe Valley Ex-
press Print prints on average 
35 different publications a 
week. The publications range 
from all over the state.

“We cover newspapers that 
go as far east as Mallacoota, 
and as far west as Colac, Ma-
ryborough, up near Ballarat.”

As for the quantity of 
papers that are printed a 
week, Giles explained that 
“it varies.”

“Some weeks a custom-
er might say they want two 

and a half thousand papers, 
and the following week, they 
might want 5.”

“We get the big newsprint 
rolls delivered, and our news-
print consumption on aver-
age is about 30 to 35 tonnes a 
week,” Giles said.

“Majority of the news-
print we use is manufac-
tured in Australia; it is made 
in Tasmania.”

Giles explained that 
the mill that produces the 
newsprint, The Boyer Mill, 
in Tasmania, is the only 
mill in Australia that still 
produces newsprint.

“The company that makes 
our paper is a Northern 
European company called 
Norske Skog.”

“There used to be 3 [mills]. 
They had mills up near Al-
bury, they had one on the 
north Coast of Tasmania, and 
one on the south Coast of Tas-
mania. We also used to get a 
limited supply of paper that 
used to be manufactured in 
New Zealand.”

“Those mills have closed or 
[been] sold or been converted 
to make other kinds of paper. 
There is only the one mill now 
in Australia that makes news-
print,” Giles said.

The actual process of the 
printing happens fast. If you 
blink, you will miss it.

Giles explained that the 
“largest circulation publica-
tion” is the Latrobe Valley 
Express, which prints on av-
erage, thirty-five thousand 
copies a week.

“If we have an uninter-
rupted press run, we can 
finish printing that [Latrobe 
Valley Express paper] in less 
than 2 hours, usually around 
1 hour 40 [minutes].”

“Our press can run at 
speeds up to twenty-five 
thousand copies an hour,” 
Giles said.

Around four thousand 
copies of the Traf News pa-
per are printed. Once that 
is done, the papers are bun-
dled up and sent over to the 
distribution team led by 
Ric Nicolson.

The distribution team is 
made up of “ten happy walk-
ers who love the exercise,” 
said Nicolson.

The papers are delivered 
to residents of Trafalgar 
and Yarragon.

“We normally get the pa-
pers mid-week and have them 
delivered by the weekend,” 
said Ric.

A big thank you to the vol-
unteers on the distribution 
team who deliver the paper. 
Your work is greatly appreci-
ated.  

It would be remiss of us 
to not appreciate our previ-
ous printers at James Yeates 
Printing in Bairnsdale. We 
thank you for your partner-
ship over the years in print-
ing this paper.

The Printing press in action. Photographed by Jordan Ross. Traf News papers hot off the press. Photographed by Peace Ijiyera.



Murphy’s own smoked ham - 
100% australian grown pork
All small goods made on-site
Seafood - sustainably caught 

in gippsland 

 3 CONTINGENT STREET, TRAFALGAR
Ph 5633 1194

It’s BBQ Season
MEAT PACKS AVAILABLE IN STORE

Murphy’s own smoked ham - 
100% australian grown pork
All small goods made on-site
Seafood - sustainably caught 

in gippsland 

 3 CONTINGENT STREET, TRAFALGAR
Ph 5633 1194

Authorised by Russell Broadbent MP, 
Independent Federal Member for Monash, 46c Albert St Warragul VIC 3820

RUSSELLRUSSELL  
BROADBENT MPBROADBENT MP

YOUR    INDEPENDENT 
T R U E

^ 
MEMBER FOR MONASH

May exhibitions at ‘The 
Station Gallery’, Yarragon, 

10.30 am to 4.00pm 
Wednesday to Sunday.  

Creative Art textile Group 
and ‘Treasured’ an 

exciting range of colourful 
experiments.

Yarragon Station Gallery 
shop open for purchase 
of local , one of a kind 

Artworks.

bawbawartsalliance.org.au 
for more details
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Ending a contract of sale; 
understanding your rights

By Jade McGregor of MacGregor Legal

A Contract of Sale is 
a legally binding 
agreement that 

outlines the terms of a prop-
erty purchase in Victoria. 
Once signed, both buyer and 
seller are generally commit-
ted to its terms, making it 
crucial to understand the 
circumstances under which 
such a contract can be ter-
minated. Common scenarios 
for ending a Contract of Sale 
include the non-fulfilment 
of specific conditions, such 
as finance approval or build-
ing inspections, or through 
statutory cooling-off rights 
granted to buyers in cer-
tain situations. However, 
it is essential to note that 
these rights do not apply to 
auctions for properties pur-
chased within three business 
days of an auction. Failing to 
adhere to the legal processes 

Trafalgar Primary School crowned School Sport Victoria’s 
School of the Year

By Rick White

Trafalgar Primary 
School has been 
awarded the pres-

tigious title of School Sport 
Victoria School of the Year, 
in recognition of its out-
standing commitment to 
school sport, inclusivity, and 
community partnerships.

The accolade caps off 
a remarkable year for the 
school, which built on its 
2023 success in the Victo-
rian School Sport Awards 
for Outstanding School and 
Community Partnerships. In 
2024, Trafalgar Primary set 
a new standard, recording 
an impressive 764 student 

for terminating a contract 
may leave parties exposed to 
penalties or loss of deposits.

In some cases, breaches of 
contract can provide grounds 
for termination. For exam-
ple, if the seller fails to sup-
ply an accurate and compre-
hensive Vendor’s Statement 
(also known as a Section 32), 
as legally required under the 
Sale of Land Act 1962, the 
buyer may have the right to 
withdraw from the agree-
ment before settlement. 
Similarly, should either party 
fail to meet their obligations 
as stipulated in the agree-
ment without rectifying the 
breach, termination may be-
come an option. These situ-
ations are usually complex 
and require careful analysis 
of the contract’s terms and 
the specific circumstances 
surrounding the breach.

Given the binding nature 
of a Contract of Sale, it is vi-
tal to seek legal advice before 
signing any agreement. A 
qualified solicitor or convey-
ancer can help you under-
stand the contract’s terms, 
identify potential risks, and 
ensure your interests are 
protected. They can also 
guide you on how to exer-
cise your termination rights 
appropriately if unforeseen 
circumstances arise. By se-
curing professional advice 
early in the process, you 
can make informed deci-
sions and avoid costly dis-
putes, ensuring a smoother 
property transaction.

If you are looking at buy-
ing or selling, get in touch 
with one of our friendly con-
veyancers on 5644 0000.

participation events across 
inter-school competitions.

The school’s expanded 
sporting program saw the 
formation of Trafalgar Pri-
mary’s first-ever AFL Girls 
team, a revival of competitive 
school hockey after a 12-year 
hiatus, and strong showings 
at regional and state levels 
in football, volleyball, tennis, 
downball, and NFL Flag.

Principal contributors 
to this success include the 
school’s proactive partner-
ships with leading sporting 
bodies such as AFL Victoria, 
Cricket Victoria, Hockey 
Victoria, Cycling Australia, 

and Disability Sport and 
Recreation. These collab-
orations have significantly 
broadened opportunities for 
students and enriched their 
sporting experiences.

Programs like After 
School Auskick and Cricket 
Blast have bolstered par-
ticipation rates, while the 
WheelTalk wheelchair bas-
ketball initiative has given 
students valuable exposure 
to adaptive sports, rein-
forcing Trafalgar Primary’s 
commitment to inclusivity 
and diversity.

The school has also fos-
tered strong local partner-

ships, working closely with 
Rhee Taekwondo, Leongatha 
Gymnastics Club, and Tra-
falgar’s community sporting 
clubs for football, netball, 
cricket, tennis, croquet, golf, 
and soccer. These connec-
tions have not only enhanced 
the school’s sporting pro-
grams but also strengthened 
community ties.

“The strength of our com-
munity partnerships con-
tinues to be central to our 
success,” said Rick White, 
Sport and Physical Education 
Teacher. 

“With the support of our lo-
cal clubs, organisations, and 
volunteers, we’ve been able to 
provide fantastic opportuni-
ties to our students. It’s great 
to see that recognised, and 
we’re looking forward to rais-
ing the bar even higher in the 
years ahead,” said Mr White.

Trafalgar Primary 
School’s achievement re-
affirms its reputation as a 
leader in school sport, paving 
the way for continued excel-
lence and fostering a culture 
of participation, inclusivi-
ty, and lifelong enjoyment 
of sport.

Trafalgar Primary School students, Aurora and Elisa, with 
their teacher, Rick White.

Recipients from Trafalgar Primary accept their award.



SOLAR PANEL CLEANING

LYREBIRD 
OUTDOOR CLEANING

GUTTER CLEANING

0422  109 629   0422  109 629   

Concrete Pathways -  Timber decks -
Softwashing - Tiled Pool decks -

Algae, mould and lichen removal    
Roof cleaning: tin & tile  - Dairy

www.lyrebirdcleaning.com.auwww.lyrebirdcleaning.com.au

PRESSURE WASHING

WINDOW CLEANING

We use de-ionised purified water
and the only rotary specialised solar

panel cleaning gear in Gippsland

Both water-fed pole and traditional
wet  cloth and squeegee cleaning

Multiple storeys - external and
internal cleaning

Essential home preparation for 
bushfire ember attack and storm

water damage
All debris removed

Servicing Residential, Rural, Industrial & Retail properties
Insurance, WWCC  & police checks available for sighting

High access specialists (ropes, harness and cherry picker licenced)

NEERIM JUNCTIONNEERIM JUNCTION

NOOJEENOOJEE

ALGIE HALL - NEERIM STHALGIE HALL - NEERIM STH
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Baw Baw Pet Expo a hit with locals
By Jordan Ross

On Sunday April 6, 
Baw Baw Shire lo-
cals enjoyed the 

annual Pet Expo in Warragul. 
The event was a must-at-
tend for pet lovers, with live 
demonstrations and ani-
mal-friendly competitions.

The free event was well-at-
tended, as it is every year. 
Visitors were invited to bring 
along their pets - as long as 
they were kept on a leash or 
appropriately secured.

Live demonstrations in-
cluded talks from local vet-
erinarians and organisations 
such as Therapy Animals 

Australia. Additionally, over 
30 market stalls were on-
site; raising awareness and 
accepting donations for pet-
based charities, selling cus-
tomised items such as pet 
accessories and food bowls, 
and providing food - for hu-
mans and pets alike.

Mayor Goss spoke to the 
importance of community 
events such as these.

“This event is a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate our 
pets, learn how to better care 
for our animals, and promote 
responsible pet ownership,” 
said Cr Goss.

The site of the Expo, the Geoff Watt Track in Warragul. Image 
supplied by Baw Baw Shire Council.

Visitors were invited to bring along their leashed-up dogs. Im-
age supplied by Baw Baw Shire Council.

Dog jumping competition at the Expo. Image supplied by Baw 
Baw Shire Council.

New Life Bird Rescue, a charity who help abandoned and abused 
birds, were on site. Image supplied by Baw Baw Shire Council.
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Mothers’ Day week on Contingent Street
By Kellie Robinson

From Thursday May 
8 to Sunday May 11 
Contingent Street 

will be decorated to celebrate 
Mothers’ Day. This has been 
organised by several busi-
nesses on the street, all of 
which are owned by women!

There will be a giveaway 
drawn to May 10, the day 
before Mothers’ Day. There 
are some amazing prizes to 
be won. If you are interested 
in entering the giveaway, fol-
low the involved businesses 
on social media to find out 
more information over the 
coming weeks. The giveaway 
prizes include:

•	 $100 family photo 
voucher for Kellie 
Robinson Photography 
at The Creative Wellness 
Studio.

•	 $100 tattoo voucher for 
Haven Tattoo Studio.

•	 $50 salon voucher for 
Luxe on Mane.

•	 A piercing aftercare & 
piercing pillow package 
from Pinpoint Piercings.

•	 $50 worth of magnesium 
salts & magnesium 
roll from Trafalgar 
Chiropractic Clinic.

•	 $80 breakfast voucher 
for Eat Live Fresh.

•	 $50 voucher and a high 
tea for 2 grazing box 
from Sweet Treats by 
Jamie-Lee.

•	 $50 coffee & cupcakes 
voucher for Coffee Life.

•	 A bird bath valued 
at $179 from Jenkins 
Hardware.

There will also be special 
events and offers during the 
week/weekend of Moth-
ers’ Day (May 5 to May 11). 
These include:

•	 Mothers’ Day mini 
sessions on May 10 
for Kellie Robinson 
Photography at The 
Creative Wellness 
Studio.

•	 Flash tattoo sale day on 
May 10 at Haven Tattoo 
Studio.

•	 Wash & blow wave 
specials on May 10 and 
11 at Luxe on Mane.

•	 Free piercing aftercare 
with every gift voucher 
purchase or new 
piercing service on the 
day May 10 at Pinpoint 
Piercings.

•	 Two for one pilates offer 
for the week leading 
from May 5 - 9 at the 
Trafalgar Chiropractic 

Clinic. Purchase a pass 
and it is valid for a 
month.

•	 In House Specials 
the week leading into 
Mothers’ Day from May 
5 to 10 at Eat Live Fresh.

•	 High Tea Grazing Boxes, 
cupcakes & cookies 
available in store the 

The business women of Contingent Street: From left the right: 
Sarah (Jenkins Hardware), Charlotte (Sweet Treats by Ja-
mie-Lee), Shannon (Haven Tattoo Studio), Kellie (Kellie Robin-
son Photography & The Creative Wellness Studio), Keira (Tra-
falgar Chiropractic Clinic), Nik (Eat Live Fresh), and Danielle 
(Luxe on Mane).

Local youths 
launch Live4Life 

for 2025
Live4Life - the Baw 

Baw Shire mental 
health program - 

was launched on March 31, 
with local year 8 students 
attending the event at the 
West Gippsland Arts Cen-
tre. The students got to meet 
their crew and learn about 
the program.

The crew volunteer their 
time and act as ambassadors 
within their schools, social 
circles, and the broader com-
munity, to promote positive 
mental health messaging 
among young people. They 
were inducted as mental 

health ambassadors at an 
event in February.

Baw Baw Shire Mayor 
Cr Danny Goss said he was 
extremely proud of the pro-
gram which he said prompts 
meaningful “conversations 
about mental health.”

“This program is led by our 
local youths themselves and is 
such an incredible initiative 
for a young person to be in-
volved in,” he said.

“Raising awareness of 
mental health is such an im-
portant issue, especially for 
young people, and we are ex-
cited to work together with 
the youths this year,” he said.

weekend of Mothers’ 
Day (May 10 and 11) at 
Sweet Treats by Jamie-
Lee.

•	 In house specials from 
May 5 to 11 at Coffee Life.

•	 15% of decorative 
planters at Jenkins 
Hardware from May 5 
to 10. The crew at the event launch.
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Trafalgar Community 
Directory

This Directory has been compiled to provide a listing of not-for-profit
community based organisations operating in Trafalgar.

Please advise Traf News of any corrections and additions. 

Organisation Contact Email/Website Phone

Baw Baw Shire Council

Baw Baw Shire Council
Email: bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
Website: https://www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.
au/Home

03 5624 2411

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward) Adam Sheehan

Email: adam.sheehan@bawbawshire.vic.
gov.au 
Facebook: @adam4bawbaw

0461 515 690

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward) Brendan Kingwill Email: brendan.kingwill@bawbawshire.vic.

gov.au 0474 652 435

Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
(East Ward) Kate Wilson

Email: kate.wilson@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
Facebook: Kate Wilson - East Ward Baw Baw 
Shire Council

0460 829 001

Education / Childcare

Nido Early School Trafalgar
Email: trafalgar@nido.edu.au
Website: https://nido.edu.au/early-schools/
vic/trafalgar/

03 5633 1233

Trafalgar High School
Email: generaloffice@trafalgarhs.vic.edu.au
Email: Trafalgar.hs@education.vic.gov.au
Website: https://trafalgarhs.vic.edu.au/

03 5633 1733

Trafalgar Primary Early 
Learning Centre

Email: trafalgar@ykinders.org.au
Website: https://ykinders.org.au/centres/
trafalgar/

03 4311 1592

Trafalgar Primary School Email: trafalgar.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: https://www.trafps.vic.edu.au/ (03) 5633 1566

Trafalgar Primary School
(Before and After School 
Club)

Holly Website: https://www.oshclub.com.au/
find-us/trafalgar-primary-school/ 0439 735 713

Sport		

Trafalgar Bowls Club Ian Miles Email: trafalgarbowlsclub@bigpond.com
Website: https://trafalgarbowlsclub.com/ 03 5633 1274

Trafalgar Boxing Gym Shane Cameron
Email: box_on_box_all@hotmail.com
Webite: https://trafalgarboxingclub.word-
press.com/

0408 962 764

Trafalgar Cricket Club Liam Durkin Website: https://trafalgarcricketclub.com.au/
Email: trafalgarcricketclub@gmail.com 0402 556 338

Trafalgar Football Netball 
Club Brett Tonkin Email: trafalgarnfc@gmail.com

Facebook: Trafalgar Football Netball Club 0477 636 648

Trafalgar Golf Club
Email: golf@trafalgargolf.com.au
Website: https://www.trafalgargolf.com.au/
Facebook: Trafalgar Golf Club

03 5633 1110

Trafalgar Outdoor Pool
Email: bawbaw@ymca.org.au
Website: https://bawbawpools.ymca.org.au/
trafalgar-outdoor-pool

03 5623 4017

Trafalgar Park Bowls and 
Croquet Club 0468 322 066

Trafalgar Ping Pong Club Email: trafalgarpingpongkings@gmail.com 0418 598 174

Trafalgar Polocrosse Club Gill Massey Email: trafalgarpoloxclub@gmail.com 0455 440 062

Trafalgar Pony Club Denise Marriot Facebook: Trafalgar Pony Club 0411 890 299

Trafalgar Tennis Club Sue Klemke Email: trafftennis@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Tennis Club

Trafalgar Victory Football 
Club

Email: committee@tvfc.com.au
Website: www.tvfc.com.au

Other

Baw Baw Arts Alliance Sue Murphy
Email: president@bawbawartsalliance.org.au
Website: https://www.bawbawartsalliance.
org.au/bcms/

0428 866 417

BawBaw Sustainability 
Network

Malcolm 
McKelvie

Email: bawbawsn@gmail.com
Website: bbsn.org.au
Facebook: Baw Baw Sustainability Network

0490 485 370

BetterMental Together Kerry Rantall Email: bettermentall@gmail.com
Website: https://bettermentall.com.au/ 0477 115 666

Earls Rd Landcare Group Jim Whiley
Email: info@lcln.com.au
Website: https://www.landcarevic.org.au/
groups/westgippsland/earls-road/

0423 832 122

Jade MacGregor Legal Jade MacGregor Email: reception@jmacgregorlegal.com
Website: https://jmacgregorlegal.com/ 03 5644 0000

Rotary Club of Trafalgar Michael Fozard . Email: mrfozard@bigpond.com
Facebook: Rotary Club of Trafalgar 0418 513 092

St John’s Church (Trafalgar)
St. Jariath’s Church (Yarragon)

Email: Trafalgar@cdsale.org.au
Website: https://www.stjohnstrafalgar.com.au/ 03 5633 1166

Trafalgar Campdraft Cheryl

Email: gcasecretary74@gmail.com
Website: https://www.gippslandcampdraftin-
gassociation.com/
Facebook: Trafalgar Campdraft Association Inc

0416 166 027

Trafalgar Cemetry Trust Howard Jones
Email: trafalgarpubliccemetery@dcsi.net.au
Webite: https://australiancemeteries.com.au/
vic/bawbaw/trafalgar.htm

03 5633 2282

Trafalgar CFA 
(non-emergency) Facebook: Trafalgar Fire Brigade 03 5624 1900

Trafalgar Chamber of 
Commerce

Website: https://www.trafalgarchamber.
com.au/

Trafalgar Community Notice 
Board Facebook: Trafalgar Community Notice Board

Trafalgar District News Jordan Ross Email: editor@trafnews.com 03 5633 2591
0432 889 930

Trafalgar Farmers Market

Email: Silkroadcommunitymarkets@gmail.
com
Facebook: Trafalgar Farmers Market (Silk 
Road Community Markets)

0417 131 316

Trafalgar Historical Society Jean Huffer Email: historicalsocietytraf@gmail.com 0439 655 172

Trafalgar Holden Museum
Email: info@trafalgarholdenmuseum.com.au
Website: https://trafalgarholdenmuseum.
com.au/

03 5633 1684

Trafalgar Lions Club David Koschade Email: trafalgarlions@gmail.com
Facebook: Trafalgar Lions Club 0428 331 157

Trafalgar Mens Shed Leigh Shepherd Website: https://mensshed.org/sheds/
trafalgar-mens-shed/ 0427 757 505

Trafalgar Opp Shop Glenys Brennan Email: glenys_barnyard@yahoo.com.au
Facebook: Trafalgar Opp Shop 03 5633 2788

Trafalgar Police Station 
(non-emergency) Email: TRAFALGAR.UNI@police.vic.gov.au 03 5633 1188

Trafalgar Probus Club Glenda Mynard Email: glendamtraf@gmail.com 0458 332 149

Trafalgar Public Hall Tanya Stanley Email: trafalgarpublichall@gmail.com 0409 015 662

PLEASE DIRECT ANY CHANGES TO PUBLISHER@TRAFNEWS.COM

Event Date/Time Location

Warragul Parkrun
Reigster at https://www.parkrun.com.au/
warragul/

Every Saturday
8am

Brooker Park
Warragul

Trafalgar Farmers Market
Fresh produce, local crafts, and community

First Saturday of 
Each Month

McGregor Park
Trafalgar

Longwarry Fire Brigade Market First Sunday of 
Each Month Longwarry Fire Station

Warragul Farmers Market Third Saturday of 
Each Month

Logan Park
Warragul

Yarragon Book Fair
Top quality second hand books. May 3 Yarragon Community

Hall
Gippsland Weed and Pest Festival
Presentations and demonstrations on weed and 
pest control.

May 3 Rokeby Recreation
Reserve

Trafalgar’s Women in Business Celebrate 
Mother’s Day May 5 - 11 Contingent Street

Warragul Threatre Company Presents the 
Wedding Singer Tickets: https://sales.wgac.com.
au/event/379:2502/

May 23 
(opening night) West Gippsland Arts Centre

What's On
Traf District News is distributed to Trafalgar, Yarragon, Thorpdale and Willow 
Grove and this directory is intended to reflect events in all of those locations.

We welcome your input about upcoming events in your area. 
Please send information to editor@trafnews.com



For far too long, Monash has been overlooked 
by the major parties and we deserve better! 
That’s why we’ve all chipped in to pay for this ad 
- to encourage you to vote          for Deb Leonard!
Annette Stewart
Robin Lawson
Helen Timbury
Sarah Jury
Nic Frances Gilley
Deb O’Connor
Marg Lynn
Barbara Glass
Cath Stephensen
Mark Toomey
Anne Schmitt
Michael Vernon
Glenn Barry
Brett Smith
Coralie Snell
Neil Prentice
Warren Smeal
Jessie McLennan
Stephen Gough
Judith Schrever
Wendy Steendam
Leigh Candy
Andrea Reupert
Matthew Ryland
John Tebbutt
Paul Ahern
Rebecca Holloway
John Godfrey
Sarah M Crinall
Malcolm McKelvie
Helen Matthews
Julianne Spithill
Julie Gillespie
Ross Larson
Babette Casey
Jane Sultana
Peter Flahavin
Heather Buntine
Hannah Farthing
Beryl Turner
Don Foster
Petra Hohmann
Margaret Young
Alice Grant

Henry Grant
Charlotte Huigsloot
Sandi Hatfi eld
Geoffrey Rayner
Matt Falla
Helen Wallace
Lorraine Beasley
David Rooks
Les Corson
Gwendolwyn Brown
Carly Pearson
Jo McKenzie
Anthea Dacy
Ken Savage
Ray Fallu
Tony Askwith
Mary-Ann Ahern
Emmett Ahern
Liam Ahern
Dare Ahern
Deborah Harris
Melinda Martin
Rob James
Anna Langley
Kylee Hudson
Neroli Raff
Leslie Adams
Erika McInerney
Philip Batty
Daryl Standfi eld
Helen Sheppard
Lisa Upson
Shannon Bassed
Aileen Vening
Paul Kirkpatrick
Melijah Maghanoy
Alicia Miran-Khan
Leni Foster
Margaret Walker
Lynne Healy
Gary Kane
Stephen Gough
Bronwyn Chapman
Kiran Hayes

John and Jan Fleming Adam
John and Mavis Gallienne
Graeme Hollingsworth
Deborah Hollingsworth
Pierre Mainstone-Mitchell
Matt and Donna Harms
Trevar Skillicorn-Chilver
Tony and Robyn Bowden
John and Pam Christensen
Carey Family
Griff Stewart
Chris Chapman
Jennie Brown
Liz Glab
Stephan Ward
Ian Batton
Karen Egan
Clare Riddoch
Lorraine Bull
Wendy Davies
Geoff Hayes
Cait McMahon
Peter Ghys
Kevin Hill
Kathy Hill
Richard Kentwell
Shane Ellis
Priscilla Alderton
George Baker
Sarah Bone
Sally Willshire
Ian Rees
Bill Legge
Margaret Healy
Noel Maud
Kate Spiller
Amanda Jackson
Peta Condon
Don Gillies 
Gero Gardener
Keith Lovell 
Lindsay Linnell
Alisha Hill
Brendan Condon

Authorised by Deb Leonard, 40B&C Bair St, Leongatha 3953

On Election Day, we’re all voting for

As a true Independent, Deb doesn’t answer to a 
political party, she represents our community. 
That means her policies come directly from us!
You can subscribe to her newsletter, sign up to 
help volunteer or donate at debleonard.com.au.
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These are the nine candidates for 
the House of Representatives for 
the Division of Monash. They have 

been listed here in the order they will appear 

on the ballot paper according to the AEC 
Ballot Draw.

The Traf District News reached out to 
most of the candidates to get their own words 
on who they are, their policies and priorities, 

and why you should vote for them. Not all 
candidates responded or could be contacted 
and we have therefore filled in the gaps. More 
information can be found for the candidates 
on their respective websites or in our cover-

age (Pages 1, 15, 16 and 17). We have also in-
terviewed some candidates in our previous 
issues in the lead-up to the election.

Russell Broadbent is the current MP and 
has represented this area since 2004.

Meet Your Candidates

“My name is Kuljeet Kaur Rob-
inson, your local candidate 

from One Nation. I am a registered psy-
chiatric nurse, a mother of three young 
children, a poet, and a devoted wife. 

I am deeply committed to promoting 
both physical and mental health. 

Recently I moved to Warragul to be 
closer to my family, after having lived 
in the City of Casey for years. Through-
out the years I have frequently visited 
the area for family visits and holidays.

“I believe in being practical and 
working hard. Growing up on a farm in 
Punjab, I witnessed firsthand the strug-
gles of farmers and everyday people 
who had no support from the govern-
ment. I see a similar pattern emerging 
in Australia today. This concerns me, 
as it often leads to mental health issues 
and tragically high suicide rates among 
farmers. It is this issue, among others, 
that motivated me to join One Nation. 
Their policies resonate with my val-
ues of national sovereignty, Australian 
identity, and economic independence.

“As a candidate for Monash, I am 
dedicated to tackling the rising cost of 
living, supporting local jobs, and advo-
cating for the growth of tourism busi-
nesses. I am also focused on improving 
access to better physical health, mental 
health, and education services. I am 
passionate about implementing target-
ed mental health programs to help re-
duce male suicide rates. 

Additionally, I will push for a new 
hospital in West Gippsland to better 
serve our community’s needs.

“I also stand against the ‘Great Forest 
National Park’ proposal and will fight to 
protect local farmers and landowners. 
I wholeheartedly support One Nation’s 
initiatives, such as reducing electricity 
bills by 20%, providing fuel price relief, 
increasing tax-free thresholds for retir-
ees, and enhancing Medicare rebates to 
improve access to healthcare.”

Number One Issue: Cost of living

Tully is a proud third generation 
Gippslander and lives in Kil-

cunda with his partner Dani and their 
kids, Daph and Ted, just down the road 
from where he grew up. He was edu-
cated at public schools in Wonthaggi, 
Dalyston, and Leongatha, and spends 
summers at Wilsons Prom with family 
and friends.

He has experience fighting for Aus-
tralians, and led unions to create Aus-
tralia’s first ever wage-theft laws to 
make sure all workers are paid right 
and paid on time.

The ALP has announced they will 
help with the cost of living, strength-
en medicare, build over one million 
homes, create education opportuni-
ties and protect the climate.

As part of the federal Labor team, 
Tully is already working to support 
family budgets, protect jobs and wag-
es, and ensure everyone in Gipps-
land can afford and access housing, 
health, education and care. He has an-
nounced commitments to build a bulk 
billed Medicare urgent care clinic in 
Warragul, progress the West Gipps-
land Hospital, and fund road improve-
ments in the Shire.

“Broadbent and the Liberals have 
taken us for granted for too long and 
they don’t deserve another go,” he 
said, saying that with him and Labor, 
Monash will get a “better deal.”

“I’m a real Gippslander. I’m a team 
player. I work hard. And I get things 
done,” he said.

Russell 
Broadbent
Independent
Russell Broadbent, Your 
True Independent

“It doesn’t seem to matter wheth-
er it’s Labor or Liberal—more 

and more people are feeling let down 
and fed up with the major parties.

“That’s why, this election, I’m keep-
ing my focus squarely on the issues that 
matter most to locals here in Monash.

“I’ve spent years working along-
side passionate community mem-
bers pushing for action on the build-
ing of the desperately needed new 
Warragul Hospital.

“As I’ve done for the past 20 years, 
I’ll keep standing up for those who feel 
ignored or fed up—and I’ll continue 
to hold governments to account when 
they’re spending your hard-earned 
taxpayer dollars.

“If re-elected as your independent 
member for Monash, I’ll keep backing 
practical, people-focused policies that; 
tackle the cost of living and housing 
crises with genuine solutions; prioritise 
families and food and fuel security; cut 
red, green and brown tape that holds 
back our farmers and small businesses; 
improve health and wellbeing; and to 
protect our freedoms.

“And just so you know - I’m the only 
candidate in this election running a 
self-funded grassroots campaign. No 
donations. No strings attached. That 
means I can’t be bought, and neither 
can our community.

“As an experienced independent, I’m 
free to fight for what matters - and I’ll 
always put the people of Monash first.”

Number One Issue: Kickstart the 
planning and design phase of the new 
West Gippsland Hospital

When Traf News interviewed 
Mary Aldred in March, she 

told us that she believes in a “strong 
Coalition government.”

Mary has extensive experience with 
small business and was the founding 
CEO of the Committee for Gippsland, 
the region’s leading industry voice 
to the government. She oversaw this 
growing from a start-up to having over 
100 local employers as members. She 
said these experiences represent her 
“heartfelt, genuine, long-term commit-
ment” to the area.

“The Coalition has said that getting 
the economy back on track is our num-
ber one priority for Australia,” she said.

The top priorities of the Liberal 
Campaign for the election are: 1) Low 
inflation, 2) Cheaper energy, 3) Afford-
able homes, 4) Safer communities, 5) 
Quality healthcare.

For Monash specifically, she has 
released plans to: improve mobile cov-
erage to improve safety, business con-
nectivity and education; fund youth 
services; and upgrade infrastructure.

“I’m passionate about standing up 
for Gippsland jobs. I’m passionate 
about supporting the timber industry, 
and I’m passionate about making sure 
that all Gippslanders… get a bit of a 
break and get the support that they 
should be receiving,” she said.

“I respectfully ask for the trust and 
confidence of people in Monash to 
invest in me as their next member,” 
she said.

Mary 
Aldred
Liberal Party 
of Australia
A New Voice for Monash

Tully 
Fletcher
Australian 
Labor Party
Getting things done for Monash

Kuljeet Kaur 
Robinson
Pauline Hanson’s 
One Nation
A Vote for Common Sense, Your 
Voice in Canberra
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Deb 
Leonard
Independent
More for Monash

“I’m running as an inde-
pendent because our 

community deserves better.
“As a business owner, local 

lawyer and working mum, 
I’ve seen firsthand how our 
regional and rural elector-
ate has been ignored by the 
major parties.

“As an independent I am 
solely focused on getting better 
outcomes for our community. 
Good local jobs, new indus-
tries, better education options, 
and critical services like men-
tal health support and more 
funding for recreational facil-
ities to build strong communi-
ties. 

“When you hear about par-
ty politicians talking about 
getting us “back on track” –  
stop to think who sent us off 
the track in the first place. The 
cost of living crisis and hous-
ing crisis have been brewing 
for years. We’ve been ignored 
in relation to federal funding 
for decades. 

“We can’t keep voting the 
same and expect things to 
change. 

“I’m not aligned with any 
party or bound to toe a party 
line - I’ll always put the inter-
ests of our community first.  
I’ll consider each piece of leg-
islation on its merits and vote 
according to how it aligns with 
community needs and values. 

“It’s likely that this election 
will result in a hung parlia-
ment, and despite fear-mon-
gering by the major parties, 
this will put an independent on 
the crossbench in a powerful 
position to get real results for 
our community.

“As your MP I’ll continue to 
have regular communication 
with the community, and seek 
your input on decisions. I won’t 
be a politician that you don’t 
see again until 2 months be-
fore the next election. I’ll host 
regular town hall meetings 
and pop-up offices through-
out the electorate to ensure I’m 
listening to community needs 
and can address issues as they 
come up.  

“By voting for me, you are 
voting to have a say in the fu-
ture of our community.”

Geoffrey 
Dethlefs
Family First 
Party of 
Australia
Worth fighting for

Geoff Dethlefs is a re-
tired School Teach-

er and Principal, who re-
cently pastored a small 
West Gippsland Church. He 
has two daughters. He has 
lived in Monash for the last 
nineteen years.

He views action against 
climate change as a “woke 
dream” and sees the “warming 
of the planet as a cyclic matter 
[that] will cool again.”

Family First says that their 
vision is “to create a flourish-
ing nation through strong fam-
ilies and communities under-
pinning a civil society.”

According to their plat-
form, they want to promote 
values such as family life, 
faith, freedom, enterprise 
and subsidiarity.

They believe the Liberal 
Party is weak and that the La-
bor or Greens Party in govern-
ment would be “disastrous.”

They oppose the Sex Dis-
crimination Act (which pro-
hibits discrimination on the 
basis of sex, gender identity, 
intersex status, sexual orien-
tation, marital status, preg-
nancy, breastfeeding, and 
family responsibilities) be-
cause it allows people to iden-
tify as a gender different from 
their sex assigned at birth (i.e. 
being transgender).

Their top priorities are: to 
defend religious schools and 
freedoms, stop abortions and 
promote pro-life rhetoric, 
shut down gender clinics and 
stop transgender people from 
transitioning, and to stop 
drag queens from reading to 
children at libraries.

David 
O’Reilly
Legalise 
Cannabis Party

David was born in Sey-
mour, Victoria, to 

Army parents. He complet-
ed high school in Moorabbin 
and enlisted in the Austra-
lian Army at the age of 17 in 
1979. David took a short break 
during the 1980s before re-en-
listing in 1990. He served un-
til his discharge in 2011.

He is married and has three 
adult daughters.

According to the Legalise 
Cannabis Party, they advo-
cate to protect and uphold: 
civil liberties, privacy, hu-
man rights, personal free-
doms, anti-discrimination, 
and compassion.

In line with their party 
name, they are for the le-
galisation and regulation of 
cannabis. They say cannabis 
should be treated in a similar 
way to alcohol and tobacco 
(minus the tax). They want 
reforms so that people can le-
gally grow cannabis on their 
property and a removal of all 
criminal records related to 
cannabis use.

Terence is a semi-re-
tired teacher from 

Kardella South who is ready 
to inspire change within our 
local community. He is mar-
ried to his wife Linda and has 
family ties to the engineer-
ing and railway industries of 
South Gippsland.

He is an avid gardener and 
through this became aware 
that “the beautiful region that 
we call home is under threat 
from climate inaction by our 
major political parties.”

“In a wealthy country like 
ours, we should have world-
class public health, educa-
tion, and affordable housing. 
I joined the movement for a 
fairer future so my children 
and grandchildren can live in 
a better world,” he said.

He told The Phillip Island 
& San Remo Advertiser that 
“The Greens will be doing ev-
erything we can to keep Dut-
ton and his dangerous agenda 
out of government.”

According to the Greens, 
they have demonstrated they 
can work with the cross-
bench, and the independents, 
and Steele himself told ABC 
Gippsland that the “Greens 
and Labor have to work close-
ly together and co-operate.”

The Greens plan includes: 
Expanding medicare so that 
dental and mental health is 
included and so everyone can 
see the GP for free; fighting 
for renters and first home 
buyers by building more af-
fordable homes and prevent-
ing unlimited rent increases; 
protecting the environment 
and bring down energy bills 
by subsidising solar; and tack-
ling the cost of living by stop-
ping supermarket price goug-
ing and wiping student debt.

Alex Wehbe is a business 
owner and accountant. 

He is a husband and father of 
three children.

He says that he “under-
stands the challenges facing 
families in Monash and is 
determined to advocate for 
their needs.​”

“The current government 
has built the second largest su-
per fund in the world – nearly 
$5 trillion – yet allows these 
funds to be invested in Europe, 
Asia or the United states,” 
Webhe says.

“But Australia has a press-
ing need for capital funds to de-
velop our own country – funds 
traditionally been sourced 
from foreign investment.

“Our Trumpet of Patri-
ots party says these signifi-
cant superannuation funds 
should be deployed in Aus-
tralia to provide venture 
capital, infrastructure and 
industrial investments.

“Our party would mandate 
superannuation capital to be 
redirected and invested local-
ly, to help to make Australia 
great again.” he says.

The Trumpet of Patriots 
is a party led by Clive Palm-
er. Their top priorities are 
democracy, individual free-
doms, free speech, reducing 
government intrusion in our 
lives, breaking the duopoly, 
real choice and real liberty. 
Their policies include cutting 
government spending and re-
ducing the number of immi-
grants Australia accepts and 
removing “far-left, woke ideol-
ogy” from schools.

“Every vote for Labor, the 
Liberals, Greens or Teals is an-
other nail in Australia’s coffin,” 
their website says.

Terence 
Steele
Australian 
Greens
If you want change, vote 
for it.

Alex 
Wehbe
Trumpet of 
Patriots
Commonsense policies 
for Australia
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OPENING HOURS
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 

Sat 9am-12pm 

Phone 03 5634 2500
Shop 3, 101 Princes Highway 

Yarragon, 3823

Traditional Old Fashioned 
Pharmacy Service.  

Blood Pressure Monitoring 
Webster Packing  

NDSS Outlet

Deb Leonard aims to make history as she 
launches her campaign in Warragul

By Jordan Ross

Independent candidate 
for Monash, Deb Leon-
ard, kicked off the 

final sprint to election day 
with a high-energy campaign 
launch event in Warragul on 
April 6. 

Leonard stated her inten-
tions clearly, to “make history 
for Monash” and become the 
first independent candidate 
elected in the division.

Leonard has centred her 
independence at the heart 
of her campaign. And while 
others have questioned this 
quality, she has not wavered.

She says that due to the 
major parties, “[Monash has] 
been left behind.”

“As your independent voice 
for Monash, I don’t answer 
to parties, I answer to you,” 
she said.

Over the past few months, 
Leonard has announced pol-
icies to tackle the cost-of-liv-
ing by stopping supermarket 
price gouging and subsidis-
ing solar power, and to en-
sure political integrity within 
our system.

She has addressed local 
infrastructure problems in 

her policies as well. Among 
her top priorities, the con-
struction of the new West 
Gippsland Hospital and up-
grades to the Longwarry 
Football Netball Club.

“We can’t keep voting the 
same way and expect a dif-
ferent result. This election, 
our community is standing 
up and demanding better,” 
said Leonard.

Leonard said she has vi-
sions of a “happy, healthy, 
connected community” in 
Monash, and asked her sup-
porters “can you help me 
make this vision a reality?” 
Leonard’s words were met 
with applause on several 
occasions, but it was at this 
moment the crowd was at 
their loudest.

Leonard was joined by 
guest speaker and politi-
cal scientist Ann Capling, 
who said that “Monash is 
on the knife edge,” as locals 
consider the major parties 
and independent candi-
dates such as Leonard and 
Russell Broadbent.

The event, held at Oak’s at 
Logan Park, saw around 150 
volunteers and supporters 

gather for a day of celebra-
tion and action.

“The bigger the crowd, 
the louder our message rings 
out,” said Capling.

Capling called Leonard an 
“unlikely candidate” and said 
that “everything she had done 
in her life, has been for others.”

Leonard’s appointment 
of Ann Capling to her team 
sends a powerful message. 
Capling managed Monique 
Ryan’s campaign which saw 
her elected in Kooyong in 
2022, breaking 77 years of 
Liberal dominance in the in-
ner-east Melbourne division.

After the official program 
had concluded, approxi-
mately 50 volunteers hit the 
street, door knocking at over 
700 residences.

Leonard said the cam-
paign launch marked the 
beginning of an intensive fi-
nal push to connect with as 

many voters as possible be-
fore election day.

“We’re taking nothing for 
granted,” she said. “Our vol-
unteers will be out in force 
every day, listening to the 
community and sharing our 
positive vision for Monash.”

Deb Leonard answered questions in a Q&A session. Photographed by Jordan Ross.

Deb Leonard and her crowd of supporters. Photographed by Kate Leonard.

Deb Leonard (right) and guest speaker Ann Capling (left). 
Photographed by Jordan Ross.
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Why is the electorate called 
Monash?

Since 2018, Trafalgar 
has been a part of the 
Division of Monash 

within federal politics.
Since then, the name 

has caused some confusion, 
especially because the Di-
vision does not include the 
well known Monash Univer-
sity in it. However, they are 
both named after the same 
person, Sir John Monash, 
an Australian military com-
mander during World War I. 
There is also a city council in 
the south-eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne named in honour 
of him.

John Monash was born in 
West Melbourne in 1865 to 
German-Polish Jewish par-
ents. He excelled at school 

and was dux of his college 
in mathematics and mod-
ern languages. After this, he 
studied arts and engineer-
ing at the University of Mel-
bourne. As an engineer, he 
worked on the Princes Bridge 
across the Yarra River.

He enlisted in the mil-
itary and in 1914, he was 
among the first to land at 
Gallipoli in World War I. He 
was the only Australian bri-
gade commander among the 
original troops not killed or 
evacuated. By 1918 he was in 
charge of the entire Austra-
lian Corps and was knighted 
by King George V. Many his-
torians consider him to be 
the prominent Allied mili-

tary commander of the First 
World War.

When he died in 1931, his 
funeral was attended by over 
250,000 mourners. His lega-
cy is evident as a man of edu-
cation and of action.

The division was previ-
ously named after Angus Mc-
Millan, a Scottish explorer 
who lived in the 1800s. Many 
historians believe he played 
a role in the destruction of 
traditional GunaiKurnai cul-
ture, thus there were calls 
to change the name from 
local communities.

At the time, Member for 
Parliament, Russell Broad-
bent said “Sir John Monash 
had a proud history in Gipps-
land; there is good, solid rea-
son to confirm the name.”

Coalition plans to deliver 
$850,000 for Gippsland 

Youth Spaces
By Jordan Ross

An elected Coali-
tion Government 
says they will 

commit $850,000 for Gipps-
land Youth Spaces across 
Yarragon, Trafalgar, Moe, 
Newborough and Morwell. 
This would be part of a re-
vitalised Safer Communities 
Fund (SCF).

Mary Aldred, Liberal Can-
didate for Monash, said this 
funding would help ensure 
people across the Gippsland 
community feel safe as they 
go about their daily lives.

Aldred said that she had 
been working with the mem-
bers at Warragul Communi-
ty House to ensure that she 
could “secure support for 
the amazing work that they 
do locally.”

Liberal Senator, Kerrynne 
Liddle - who joined Aldred 
in this announcement - said 
that this is $850,000 for the 
“young people and the com-
munity in this electorate.”

“This is all about connect-
ing people [to their commu-
nity], and improving lives,” 
Senator Liddle said.

“This funding is a direct re-
sponse to the concerns raised 
by our community. I’ve heard 
firsthand from local residents 
that safety is a priority, and 
we’re responding with prac-
tical measures to help make 
public spaces safer for every-
one,” Aldred said.

The Liberal Party says 
that supporting youth ser-
vices will help them tackle 
youth crime.

Shadow Minister for 
Home Affairs and Cyber Se-
curity, Senator James Pat-
erson, said under a Dutton 
Coalition Government, the 
Monash community will be 
better supported to tackle 
crime. 

“Getting Australia Back 
on Track means keeping Aus-
tralia safe – safe for families, 
safe for businesses, and safe 
for communities,” Senator 
Paterson said.

The revitalised SCF will 
build on the programme es-
tablished by the previous 
Coalition Government, deliv-
ering grant funding to coun-
cils, schools, and local organ-
isations to reduce crime and 
anti-social behaviour, en-
hance security around com-
munity spaces, and promote 
social cohesion.

Aldred says this commit-
ment is part of the Coalition’s 
plan to strengthen local com-
munities and get Australia 
back on track.

Labor commit three million 
for road planning

Monash Labor 
Candidate, Tul-
ly Fletcher, says 

his party will commit three 
million to plan works to up-
grade and improve road net-
works in Drouin and War-
ragul if re-elected in the May 
federal election.

This planning work will 
identify opportunities for fu-
ture investments to improve 
travel times and road safety 
that will service this growing 
urban area. 

“Planning a major new ar-
terial road network for War-
ragul and Drouin will help us 
manage growth, ease conges-
tion, and improve safety for 
all road users and pedestri-
ans,” said Fletcher.

“Some serious planning 

mistakes have been made here 
in Warragul and Drouin. Our 
job is not to dwell on those 
though; our job is to make sure 
that we can look forward and 
fix them,” he said.

He was joined by the 
Federal Minister for Infra-
structure, Transport, Re-
gional Development and 
Local Government, Cath-
erine King, who welcomed 
the announcement.

“Warragul and Drouin is 
an incredibly beautiful part of 
the world, but unfortunately 
the planning that was done 
back some time ago did not 
really account for the growth 
that you are now seeing here,” 
said Minister King.

“We’re fixing roads right 
across the state. We’ve dou-

bled our road maintenance 
funding to local councils, re-
instated road maintenance 
indexation that was scrapped 
under the former govern-
ment, and are investing heav-
ily in our regions and cities,” 
she said.

Minister King says that af-
ter being “short-changed” by 
the former Coalition Govern-
ment, Labor can continue to 
deliver for Victorians.

The funding announce-
ment is part of the Albanese 
and Allan Labor Govern-
ment’s joint $1.2 billion Road 
Blitz. Further road upgrades 
will occur on the Calder 
Freeway, Princes Highway, 
the Western Port Highway, 
as well as road networks 
in Melbourne.

By Jordan Ross

Mary Aldred with members of the Warragul Community House.

“This funding com-
mitment aims to 
support preventa-
tive measures to 
reduce youth crime. 
The programs pro-
vided by Gippsland 
Youth Spaces helps 
shape better citizens 
through commu-
nity-based social 
cohesion programs,” 
she said.

By Jordan Ross
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Deb Leonard: 
Liberals’ free TAFE 

cuts will hurt 
Monash

Independent for 
Monash Deb Leonard 
has warned that the 

Liberal Party’s plan to scrap 
free TAFE places, if elected, 
would be devastating for the 
community and jeopardise 
Monash’s future — especially 
for residents already strug-
gling with the rising cost 
of living.

“Cutting free TAFE is in-
credibly short-sighted. It’s 
an investment in our people 
and our future that is al-
ready delivering results,” Ms 
Leonard said.

“Here in Monash, free TAFE 
has opened up opportunities 
for people to gain new skills, 
get better jobs, and increase 
their incomes. It’s helping ad-
dress skills shortages that are 
hurting local businesses.”

“Our TAFE campuses in 
Warragul and Leongatha are 
vital community assets. Cut-
ting their funding would be 
another example of the major 
parties taking our region for 
granted,” she said.

While Deb Leonard sup-
ports the free TAFE program, 
she says that it needs to be 
better utilised in some re-
gional areas. She referenced 
the Wonthaggi Chisholm 
TAFE facility which is only 
offering a limited range 
of courses.

“Free TAFE is a good idea, 
but if we can’t access cours-
es it’s essentially useless,” 
she said.

She says that if elected, 
she will fight for dedicated 
federal funding to support 
regional education hubs in 
Monash and to improve pub-
lic transport connections be-
tween local communities and 
education providers.

Leonard says that edu-
cation should be accessible 
and affordable, and is also 
in favour of reforming the 
HECS system to reduce stu-
dent debt and encourage 
further education.

Leonard said the positions 
of both major parties showed 
they were out of touch 
with the challenges facing 
everyday Australians.

“While Mary Aldred will 
make you pay for TAFE, I’ll 
fight to make TAFE accessi-
ble and help people get ahead 
and build a better life, address 
workforce shortages and 
build thriving regional econo-
mies,” she said.

“As an Independent, I’ll 
fight to protect free TAFE and 
make sure Monash gets our 
fair share of funding for a 
wider range of TAFE courses 
across our region.”

An interview with Tully Fletcher, Labor 
candidate for Monash

By Jordan Ross

Tully Fletcher, the 
Labor Candidate 
for Monash, is 

promising real results to im-
prove the lives of West Gipps-
landers. 

Fletcher is a third gener-
ation Gippslander and lives 
in Kilcunda with his partner 
Dani and their kids, Daph 
and Ted, just down the road 
from where he grew up. 

He is very proud of his 
Gippsland identity and be-
lieves his experiences grow-
ing up here are the “import-
ant experience[s]” that will 
help represent Monash.

“Because I’m actually from 
Gippsland, I don’t need a 
slick, million-dollar market-
ing campaign to tell me what 
needs to get done in Monash,” 
he said.

“I’ve been waiting 20 years 
for solutions to problems 
we’re all sick of talking about 
because Broadbent and the 

Tully Fletcher with his volunteers and supporters.

Liberals haven’t fixed them,” 
he said, adding that Monash 
has been “taken for granted.”

During his campaign, he 
has announced a re-elected 
Labor Government will fund 
road planning in Warragul 
and Drouin, an Urgent Care 
Clinic in Warragul, as well 
as several projects in South 
Gippsland. He says that 
these commitments “[prove] 
that Broadbent and the Lib-
erals haven’t done the work 
for Monash,” in comparison 
to him.

“I’m a real Gippslander. 
I’m a team player. I work 
hard. And I get things done. 
That’s the opposite of what 
we’ve had from the Liberals in 
Monash for the last 20 years,” 
he said.

As a lawyer who was in-
volved in the development 
of Australia’s first wage theft 
laws, he has a history of fight-
ing for Australians. Fletcher 

said that he was “proud” of 
the work he did with unions 
and business groups to 
achieve this win for middle 
and low income Australians.

With wage theft laws in 
place nation-wide, he says 
“employers have been au-
diting their payrolls to en-
sure compliance and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
have been back-paid to 
Australian workers.”

Fletcher is against the 
Liberal proposals for Nuclear 
Power. He called it “an insult 
to all Australians,” and said 
that the opposition “don’t 
know how to deliver or pay 
for it.”

“Our mining and ener-
gy workers deserve serious 
proposals for real jobs in 
real industries as part of a 
fair transition,” he said, ref-
erencing talks of Loy Yang 
Power Station as a site for a 
Nuclear Reactor.

On the West Gippsland 
Hospital, he said that “[it] will 
be built but – like everyone 
in Monash – I’d like to see it 
built faster.”

He promises to secure 
co-investment from the fed-
eral government to add to the 
funding from the state gov-
ernment to “fast-track” the 
hospital. He referenced the 
upgrades to the Wonthaggi 
Hospital and the construc-
tion of a new hospital in Phil-
lip Island, both funded by La-
bor as proof that “only Labor 
builds public hospitals” while 
the “The Liberals only close 
them… or privatise them.”

Fletcher said that voters 
have the choice to elect “an 
Albanese Labor Government 
that will protect jobs and 
wages, lower taxes, and deliv-
er real energy and manufac-
turing jobs in Gippsland.”

“It’s an easy decision,” 
he said.

Tully Fletcher in Warragul.
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Enjoy weekly children’s 
events at Myli

At Myli - My Com-
munity Library 
- we believe in fos-

tering a love for reading and 
learning from an early age. 
That’s why we offer a variety 
of free engaging events for 
children and families, in-
cluding our popular weekly 
Storytime and Baby Rhyme 
Time sessions across the Baw 
Baw Shire.

Our Storytime sessions are 
designed for children aged 
3-5, but younger and older 
siblings are always welcome. 
These fun-filled sessions 
feature storytelling, singing, 
and interactive activities that 
encourage language develop-

ment and social interaction. 
Join us for Storytime at the 
Drouin Library on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at 10.30am 
or visit the Warragul Library 
on Fridays at 10am.

For our youngest library 
visitors, Baby Rhyme Time of-
fers a special bonding experi-
ence through songs, rhymes, 
and gentle storytelling. These 
sessions are ideal for babies 
aged 0- 2, but preschoolers 
and siblings are welcome to 
join in. Baby Rhyme Time ses-
sions are hosted at the Drou-
in Library on Wednesdays at 
2.30pm or at the Warragul 
Library on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 10.30am.

Farewell to friends
The following list is 

of people whose 
death was record-

ed by Trafalgar & District 
Historical Society’s Gazette 
during 2024. Due to the 
timing of the publication 
of the society’s official pub-
lication, some of those re-
corded may have died in late 
2023, and some in late 2024 
may have been after the last 
Gazette publication.
Alan Griffith Formerly of 
Trafalgar
Anne Marie Robins Late of 
Yarragon
Assunta Cavallin Formerly of 
Yarragon
Betty Lois Lucas (Rawlings) 
Late of Trafalgar
Bernard ‘Barney’ John 
Asmussen Late of Trafalgar
Craig Andrew Marslen 
Formerly of Willow Grove
Delsa Lorraine Bury (Oliver) 
Late of Trafalgar
Des Morris Late of Andrews 
House
Dorothy Lillian ‘Nance’ 
Ward (Gleadhill) Formerly of 
Trafalgar
Elizabeth ‘Anne’ Reid Late of 
Andrews House
Evelyn “June” Wiseman 
(Warren) Late of Andrews 
House
Francis ‘Frank’ Gridley Late 
of Trafalgar
Francis ‘Frank’ McGrath 
Formerly of Trafalgar

Frank Turra Late of Trafalgar
Geoffrey Austin ‘Nobby’ 
Clarke Late of Trafalgar
George Gooden Late of 
Yarragon
Giuseppi (Jim) Parise Late of 
Trafalgar
Glenn ‘Bear’ Butterworth Late 
of Yarragon
Graeme Edward Brown Late 
of Trafalgar
Graham Bruce Davey Late of 
Trafalgar
Hayden Roger ‘Slim’ 
Somerville Formerly of 
Trafalgar
Heather Semmens (Martin) 
Formerly of Trafalgar
Herbert William ‘Herb’ 
Hotchkin Late of Childers
Ian Donald Wilson Late of 
Trafalgar
Ines Angelina Turra (Arboit) 
Late of Andrews House
Janet May Rowlings 
(Murphy) Late of Andrews 
House
Joan Florence O’Meara 
(Wharton) Late of Narracan
Jean Margaret Kennedy 
(McCallum) Formerly of 
Trafalgar
Joanne ‘Jo’ Stewart (Sandall) 
Late of Trafalgar
Judith Lynette Shelbourne 
(Nation) Formerly of 
Trafalgar
Kathleen Asmussen Late of 
Trafalgar

“A famous Australian that no-
body knows”

This is how our guest 
speaker, Harry 
Ballis, introduced 

his topic when he spoke at 
Trafalgar & District Probus 
Club last month. His subject 
was Joice Nankivell / Loch. 
We were entertained as Har-
ry took us on his journey of 
investigation and research 
over many years, into the life 
of Joice.

Joice was born in 
Queensland in 1877 to a farm-
ing family. They successfully 
farmed at Mirboo, Tyres and 
Drouin. Joice was home-
schooled but her governess 
encouraged Joice to write. 
When she showed promise 
she began to write to news-
papers and her work was 
regularly published in the 
Melbourne Herald. This was 
the start of her successful 
journalist career.

It was writing that led to 
meeting a fellow journal-

ist Sydney Loch. They were 
married in 1919 in Carlton. 
Their marriage was a happy 
partnership as they trav-
elled the world and made 
a living from their writing. 
They were also humanitari-
an workers who worked with 
refugees in Poland, Greece 
and Romania after the World 
Wars. They also advocated 
for refugees in their writing. 
When they settled in a small 
village in Greece, Joice want-
ed to help the villagers so she 
purchased looms so that the 
women could work as rug 
weavers. The women used 
their skills to make Pyrgos 
rugs and this provided an 
income for their village. The 
rug industry saved this small 
town from starvation and 
this unique Greek design be-
came well known worldwide.

Joice was one of Austra-
lia’s first female journalists. 

When she died in 1982 she 
had received medals for her 
work from six countries 
and also had been made a 
member of the Order of the 
British Empire.

Harry finished his talk by 
adding a personal detail. He 
was born in Greece in the 
village where Joice lived. He 
came to Australia when he 
was seven but regularly visits 
the family home in the vil-
lage, so he has a special con-
nection to the history of this 
great Australian.

We had 74 members at-
tend this meeting and our 
new President, Tina Ham-
bleton, was presented with 
the chain of office. We look 
forward to more informative 
speakers and events this year 
and welcome any interest-
ed seniors from the area to 
come and join us.

By Glenda Mynard of the Trafalgar & District Probus Club

Harry Ballis speaks about Joice Nankivell

Club President Tina Hambleton

All sessions are free and 
open to the community. To 
access our full range of re-
sources, sign up as a Myli 
member for free! With a 
Myli Membership, you will 
gain free access to everything 
from traditional books to eB-
ooks, eAudiobooks, online 
resources, our Library of 
Things and more! 

To sign up as a Myli mem-
ber, visit myli.au/join. For 
further information regard-
ing Myli Libraries, please 
head to our website:  myli.
org.au or contact our Support 
Team on 1800 446 954 during 
opening hours Monday - Fri-
day from 9am - 5pm.

Kenneth ‘Ken’ Wayne Peterson 
Late of Trafalgar
Kevin Riley Formerly of 
Willow Grove
Lachlan Ray Ward Late of 
Trafalgar
Laurence ‘George’ Tagliabue 
Late of Andrews House
Lorna ‘June’ Robinson (Hyde) 
Late of Andrews House
Margaret Mary Milne (Scott) 
Late of Andrews House
Mavis Dawn Jean (Turley) 
Late of Trafalgar
Neil Joiner Late of Trafalgar
Nelida Teresa Dodorico 
(Toffoli) Late of Trafalgar
Noel Alexander Asmussen 
Late of Trafalgar
Otto Christian Nielsen Late of 
Trafalgar
Patricia Margaret Atkin 
(Standing) Late of Trafalgar
Patricia Margaret Hooper 
(McCubbery) Late of 
Andrews House
Penelope ‘Pene’ Bell (Laird) 
Late of Trafalgar
Peter De Lazzer Formerly of 
Trafalgar
Stanley Hillman Formerly of 
Hill End
Tania Claridge (Byrne) Late 
of Trafalgar
Victor Herbert ‘Vic’ Jean Late 
of Trafalgar
William ‘Bill’ Burgess 
Formerly of Trafalgar



P. 03 5623 3356
E. sales@greendesignhomes.com.au
A. 6 June Court, 
     Warragul VIC

GREENDESIGNHOMES.COM.AU

• Local Builder
• Experienced Design Team
• Energy E�cient Homes
• Knock-down Rebuilds
• Renovations & Extensions
• Family Owned & Operated

Beautifully Built 
          for Generations

DOMESTIC CLEANING

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE

END OF LEASE CLEANS

SCHOOL CLEANING

BUSINESS / OFFICE 
CLEANS

BUILDERS CLEANS

NDIS CLEANING

WORKCOVER  
CLEANING

Contact Sarah
 0416 204 505

JENKINS HOME  
HARDWARE

Case IH - Case Construction - Agricultural Machinery
Your partners in machinery sales, service and spare parts 
across 7 locations in Victoria and Tasmania. 

Come and see us in Trafalgar, Leongatha or Maffra.

We’ll keep your machinery working for you.

TTMI HAS GIPPSLAND COVERED
FOR SALES, SERVICE & SPARES 

TRAFALGAR
8-14 Saleyards Road
03 5633 1588

ttmi.com.au
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Remembering Lucy Bourchier
By Lynette Alexander

Lucy Margaret 
Bourchier, nee Rob-
inson, was born in 

Trafalgar and passed away 
in Trafalgar.

Lucy was born in St. 
Margaret’s hospital in Ash-
by Street Trafalgar to dairy 
farmers Charles and Mol-
lie (Elizabeth) Robinson of 
Fumina South.

Lucy was their second 
daughter. Elsie (now de-
ceased) was the eldest and 
Heather the youngest and all 
three attended Fumina South 
School. 

Their mother Mollie An-
derson was a school teach-
er at Fumina South before 
marrying Charles. She was 
a prolific writer and wrote 
many stories, poems and let-
ters to the editor of newspa-
pers and magazines. At that 
time, female writers were 
rarely published so she wrote 
under the ‘nom de plume’ of 
‘Peter Hayseed.’

Mollie died young at for-
ty-four years of age, and the 

girls were sent off to attend 
Penleigh Ladies College in 
Melbourne before Lucy re-
turned home to help her dad. 
Her love of farming led to her 
becoming one of the first fe-
male herd testers in the state. 

Charles eventually re-
married and his new wife 
Hazel moved onto the farm, 
which freed Lucy up to trav-
el and see the world. Even-
tually Lucy ended up in the 
Northern Territory, where 
she worked with aboriginal 
children at the Hermanns-
burg Mission, where she met 
Charles Dickinson, a brick-
layer from England. They 
had their oldest three chil-
dren—Kathleen, Joanne and 
Lynette, in Alice Springs be-
fore moving back to Victoria, 
where they completed their 
family with Graham and Jea-
nette, who were born at the 
Yallourn Hospital. Charles 
worked at the Hazelwood 
Power Station and Lucy was 
busy raising her family. The 
children attended Hernes 

Oak Primary School and 
Lucy would help out by writ-
ing plays for the school and 
helping teachers and stu-
dents with their production.

Charles passed away in 
1972, and when the state gov-
ernment seconded their land 
for the open cut, Lucy moved 
her family to Warragul.  
While looking after her five 
children as a single mother, 
she enrolled at Drouin High 
School and completed her 
VCE. She then went on to 
university and became a pri-
mary teacher.  She was one of 
the first mature-aged gradu-
ates in Victoria.  

Lucy later owned a book-
store in Warragul as, like her 
mum, she was an avid reader 
and had a passion for books.

In the late 1970s Lucy 
reconnected with Frank 
Bourchier from Hill End, 
who she had known from 
her childhood, and love blos-
somed and in 2004 they mar-
ried. Frank and Lucy loved to 
travel, exploring remote re-

gions all over Australia; they 
were often away for months 
at a time. In 2006 they em-
barked on a massive trip 
across Europe and Africa.

Lucy and Frank lived in 
Darnum until Frank’s death 
in 2016, with Lucy eventual-
ly downsizing and moving to 
Trafalgar. In Trafalgar, Lucy 
joined the Probus Club.

Lucy’s health began to de-
teriorate towards the end of 
2024, she quietly passed away 
on February 5th 2025, leaving 
behind a family of five chil-
dren, fourteen grandchildren 
and 18 great-grandchildren.

Lucy is buried beside her 
beloved Frank at the Willow 
Grove cemetery.

Here is a verse from a 
poem Lucy wrote. 

When I Have Gone by 
Lucy Bourchier

“When I have gone, if you 
would think of me,

Think of me on the day on 
which I came—

Not on the day I left; for 
opening doors

Bring brighter thoughts by 
far, than closing ones.”

February 17, 1932 - February 5, 2025
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Tanjil Valley Landcare Festival a massive success
By Judy Bishop

A supportive crowd 
of over 500 partic-
ipants enjoyed the 

great outdoors with plenty 
of free activities, informative 
stalls, food and live music be-
side the beautiful Blue Rock 
Lake. The event was opened 
by Baw Baw Shire Councillor 
Kate Wilson.

The focus was to bring 
greater awareness of our nat-
ural environment, actively in-
volve children in nature and 
to encourage safe, sustain-
able living practices within 
our community. All this was 

certainly achieved in a re-
laxed, friendly atmosphere.

The popular cubby-build-
ing with sticks, bark and 
brush was a great way for 
the Kids In Nature Network 
(KINN) to launch the state-
wide Nature Play Week, 
alongside nature art, story-
telling and an informative 
slide presentation in the roll-
ing presentations tent. Sim-
ilarly, careful handling and 
learning about our native 
wildlife was popular and ex-
citing with visitors able to in-
teract with a range of native 
animals including unique 

Is someone ‘slowing down’?
By Jared Waddell-Smith of Trafalgar Veterinary Clinic

It’s that time of the 
year again, where the 
days get shorter, the 

weather starts to cool off, and 
many of us will notice some 
changes in our pets’ mobil-
ity. They might be slower to 
get off their bed, spend more 
time sleeping, walk more 
stiffly or they may even be 
more irritable.

For most this will be a 
sign of arthritis, a condition 
affecting a range of species 
from humans through to 
cats, dogs, horses, rabbits 
and birds. It is a degenerative 
condition which gets worse 
over time and whilst it is 
generally a condition of ag-
ing, even young animals can 
be affected.

There are progressive 
stages of the disease which 
occur - worn cartilage, in-
flammation and pain, thick-
ening around joints with 
reduced range of movement, 
and loss of muscle strength. 
Underlying conditions can 
increase the cartilage wear 
and inflammation, speed-
ing up the progression of 
arthritis. These include 
previous joint injuries or 

Trafalgar Lions 
swap meet returns
The Lions Club of Tr-

afalgar held a very 
successful Swap 

Meet at the Trafalgar Football 
Oval on Sunday March 23. 
The annual event returned 
after a three year hiatus due 
to varying factors.

A beautiful autumn day 
greeted the large crowd of 
buyers and sellers. There 
were over 140 exhibitors at 
the event, with many arriv-
ing on Saturday to set up 
their stalls. Gates opened at 
6am on Sunday and a steady 
crowd passed throughout 
the day. It was pleasing to 
see the event so well patron-
ized by the Trafalgar com-
munity, with well over 1,000 
people attending.

While many sought out 
the bargains that were on 
offer, we also received many 
positive comments from buy-
ers simply wanting to sup-
port the recycling opportuni-
ties that the event provided.

Such a large event in-
volves a lot of organizing. 
Many thanks to Lion Ian 
Bosma and his project team. 
Planning started back in 
March 2024 and the smooth 
running of the event over 

surgery, abnormal confor-
mation which alters the 
force transferring through 
joints, and conditions such 
as hip or elbow dysplasia 
and medial patella luxation 
(dislocating kneecaps).

The goal of arthritis man-
agement is to slow down the 
disease progression and to 
treat the pain it causes. The 
acronym WET can help us 
to remember the order of 
management strategies.

W is for Weight. This is the 
single most important (and 
the cheapest) way that arthri-
tis can be managed. Obesity 
both increases the progres-
sion of arthritis and the pain 
that it causes, so a weight loss 
plan to get our pets back into 
an ideal body condition can 
have the most dramatic ef-
fect on their mobility.

E is for exercise. Regular 
controlled exercise supports 
strong cartilage, improves 
joint mobility and better 
maintains muscle mass, 
which helps keep the animal 
comfortable and mobile for 
longer. It is important to note 
that excessive exercise will 
inflame joints and increase 

pain, so response to exercise 
should always be monitored. 
Unfortunately some pets will 
need limits placed on certain 
higher intensity activities 
such as running, fetch or 
swimming sessions.

T is for treatment, 
which covers a range of 
different therapies

- Nutraceuticals and sup-
plements can be given to pro-
vide increased nutrition to 
joints and to reduce inflam-
mation, including fish oil, 
green-lipped mussel extract, 
and various plant extracts 
such as Boswellia and Biota 
orientalis. Supplements are 
not highly regulated, so there 
are plenty of options on the 
market which are little more 
than a tasty treat. It is there-
fore best to try to choose a 
supplement or product with 
evidence of efficacy.

- Biomechanical treat-
ments (physical therapies) 
include range of motion ex-
ercises, massage, muscle 
strengthening exercises and 
water-based activities such 
as underwater treadmills. 
Providing warm locations to 
rest also helps with comfort.

- Prescription treatments 
will often give the most vis-
ible improvement in the 
signs of pain. There are in-
jections available, initially 
given weekly then reduced to 
intermittent ‘top up’ doses, 
which improve joint lubri-
cation, reduce inflammation 
and believed to also stimu-
late cartilage repair. Anti-in-
flammatory medications 
are commonly prescribed 
for arthritis because they 
reduce the offending inflam-
mation and there is evidence 
that they can slow down the 
joint degeneration. These are 
available in tablet or liquid 
form and often given daily 
if required.

- In more advanced cases, 
medications which target 
pain in other ways may need 
to be added to the manage-
ment plan to help keep our 
pets comfortable.

We suggest arranging a 
consultation with your vet 
if you suspect your pet may 
be suffering from arthritis, 
and they can help you with a 
management plan tailored to 
your pet’s needs.

the weekend reflected their 
prior experience, organiza-
tional skills and time spent 
preparing. Over 20 Trafalgar 
Lions volunteered their time 
on the day.

Trafalgar Lions Club Pres-
ident Trevor Byrne stated 
that the Swap Meet was one 
of the Lions major fundrais-
ing activities for the year and 
was pleased that the event 
was a success. 

He noted that the event 
was supported by volunteers 
from the Trafalgar Cricket 
Club who assisted with park-
ing, Trafalgar Scouts for the 
hot food stall and the Yarra-
gon Lions who provided help 
with the popular BBQ. He 
also thanked the Trafalgar 
Football and Cricket Clubs 
for the use of the oval and 
facilities and acknowledged 
their help in planning for this 
major event.

Planning will commence 
soon for next year’s event. 
If you’re interested in help-
ing the Lions with the Swap 
Meet, or with one of the other 
events we run, email the Li-
ons at: trafalgarlions@gmail.
com or on Facebook.

insects, arachnids, reptiles 
and marsupials. An incred-
ible display of our fantastic 
wildlife made possible by Bug 
Blitz, Mumsupials and Sons, 
and Aussie Wildlife Displays. 
Habitat Creations provid-
ed some indigenous plants 
which were used to revege-
tate a section of the festival 
site as well as being prizes for 
the treasure hunt.

Community environ-
mental groups shared their 
local knowledge, helping 
to inspire future partici-
pants to explore our forests 

and reserves and care for 
our environment.

Strong interest was shown 
in the electric vehicles pre-
sented by Toyota and in the 
activities linked to sustain-
able living as demonstrat-
ed by Gippsland Climate 
Change Council. Peppermint 
Ridge Farm’s presentation 
and stall highlighting ‘bush 
tucker’ plants was a winner, 
as was the stall of Radical Soil 
Care and its range of prod-
ucts to improve soil biology 
and productivity.

We’d like to thank all 
the attendees, sponsors, 
and volunteers.

Fisheries Victoria assisting children to release trout hatch-
lings into Blue Rock Lake.

Caroline Hammond enjoying a hug from Tabitha.

Live music by local group Saxsation, performing by the beau-
tiful lakeside setting.
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Uliveto Cinque Cento – Trafalgar’s boutique olive grove
By Diana Mattea

We are fortu-
nate to have a 
boutique olive 

grove - Uliveto Cinque Cento 
- in Trafalgar. Ruth and Guy 
Bruten operate this grove as 
well as a business, The Gal-
lery of Good – in which they 
sell ceramics and hold art 
workshops. The grove is lo-
cated on 19 Sunnyburn Road, 
Trafalgar. Ruth has kindly 
shared her journey; these are 
her words. Last month, we 
presented the first half of the 
interview with Ruth; this is 
the second half.

TDN: Olives are forged in 
history representing peace, 
what does the olive represent 
to you?

“I think for me they repre-
sent an opportunity to con-
nect with the community. 
Harvesting takes place with 
our family and friends and is 
such a wonderful way to con-
nect with each other, ending 
with a shared harvest meal 
- with ultra fresh olive oil 
of course!”

TDN: When do trees fruit 
and how do you recognise 
a good, healthy crop and 
increased yields?

“Trees usually flower in 
late Spring and the fruit is 
ready for harvest during Au-
tumn. The last two seasons 
we have had terrible yields; 
last season we had no olives, 
in line with a worldwide 
shortage of olive oil that saw 
bottle locks placed on bottles 
in the stores in Spain (like we 
see on some alcohol bottles). 
It is widely believed that the 
changing climate conditions 
are the factors behind this. 
The prior year we lost a lot 
of our crop with a savage 
windstorm in January just 
as the fruit was setting. That 
created havoc on our proper-
ty with lots of damage taking 
off the entire crop of fruit. 

Unlike other crops, rainfall 
does not really affect oil yield 
from the fruit. The fruit may 
appear smaller with less rain, 
but it usually means the fruit 
is mostly oil with little water 
content. Plumper fruit is often 
a sign of higher water content 
in the fruit. If we get between 
12- 16% yield of oil to fruit 
weight content we are happy! 
It varies year to year.”

“As we are so new to it, 
we are still working out 
the factors that can make 
this change.”

TDN: Where is Australia 
positioned in the olive oil 
global market?

“Despite Australia produc-
ing around 20 million litres 
of olive oil, this accounts to 
less than 1% of the global pro-
duction. Spain is the highest 
producer, then Italy, Greece, 
and Turkey. However, what 
Australia does so well in 
this space is the quality pro-
duced. With so many small 
producers like ourselves who 
are concentrating on super 
fresh products that are often 
picked and processed within 
hours, it is hard to go past our 
own product.”

TDN: How time con-
suming is the process to 
produce oil?

“Our vintage press takes 
about an hour to take the 
whole olive, macerate it and 
spin it in an auger before cold 
pressing it into the most in-
credible verdant green Extra 
Virgin Olive oil. We only pro-
duce Extra virgin oil at Uliveto 
Cinque Cento. We are not in it 
for quantity - only for quality! 
We mostly keep our varieties 
separate to enjoy the unique 
qualities of each variety.”

TDN: How often are 
trees replaced; what is their 
life expectancy?

“Olive trees last for thou-
sands of years! We are not 
planning on replacing ours 
anytime soon.”

TDN: Describe the la-
bour-intensive process from 
harvest to pressing.

“We hand pick our crop 
with a small crew of our own 
family and close friends. It is 
a time of year that everyone 
looks forward to. We start 
early - often it is very cold 
(Autumn mornings here can 
be very crisp!) and aim to pick 
a couple hundred kilos in the 
morning to run through the 
processor and then maybe 
another hundred in the af-
ternoon. The picking is more 

relaxed than it was when we 
first bought here as to get oil 
processed offsite required a 
500-kilo minimum weight of 
olives, whereas our machine 
can only take 100 kilos at a 
time. It has taken the pressure 
off and means that it can even 
be achieved by one person.”

TDN: How many kilo-
grams of olives to produce 
one litre virgin olive oil?

“Each 100 kg of fruit we 
get around 15 litres of oil, 
sometimes up to 17 if it is an 
exceptional yield.”

TDN: Describe the fruit’s 
taste when picked. Can it be 
eaten unprocessed, raw?

“Olives are entirely in-
edible when raw. They are 
unbearably bitter. The fruit 
must be brined for months to 
eat the flesh - whereas the oil 
can be eaten immediately and 
has a relatively short shelf 
life. Unlike wine, which often 
ages beautifully, olive oil is 
considered past its best after 
18 months, so use your oil lib-
erally! Buy fresh and use it!”

TDN: Some people are 
creatively inspired by nature; 
how does your olive grove 
inspire you?

“I think everything about 
being here inspires me in ev-
erything I do. Living a simple 
life is what brings me the most 
fulfilment, a life that is cen-
tred around being with peo-
ple I love in a beautiful place 
sharing beautiful things; be 
it music, food, or art. And we 
love to do all of that here.”

“Apart from our olive 
grove, we have built a build-
ing called the Gallery of Good. 
It is a creative cathedral in-
tended to be a place where all 
good things are shared. I am 
an advocate for living a cre-
ative life. For me that means to 
live a life of curiosity, to main-
tain an outward looking mind 
that takes joy in active par-
ticipation in asking questions 
(and not necessarily ever find-
ing the answer!).”

“The Gallery of Good is my 
primary workspace as a prac-
ticing ceramic artist, but I also 
teach regular Pottery classes 
and workshops here and we 
hold other events, including 
live Jazz and other music con-
certs. Our 3 eldest children 

are all professional Jazz mu-
sicians and we have a won-
derful connection to the Jazz 
community in Melbourne, 
many of whom have played at 
our venue. We were incredibly 
honoured to be nominated in 
2024 (or first year of holding 
music concerts) as Victoria’s 
Best Regional music venue in 
the Music Victoria awards. 
We look forward to sharing 
more music in the later part of 
the year.”

“We also have a wood-
working studio onsite where 
our youngest child operates 
his own fine woodworking 
business and Guy also makes 
Acoustic tonewood Guitars 
and other beautiful pieces 
alongside working full time in 
a different job and managing 
everything else that he does 
so well! We live a very big life 
and feel incredibly grateful to 
have the opportunities we do.”

“Our family is recover-
ing from an incredibly tough 
past 3 years where one of our 
children was dealing with a 
horrible aggressive rare Leu-
kemia that meant a lot of our 
life was put on hold while we 
navigated that.”

“We are now looking for-
ward to being able to get back 
to working on the plans we 
have for our beautiful olive 
grove in this very beautiful 
part of the world. And we 
are crossing our fingers that 
come this Autumn we will 
have some ULIVETO CINQUE 
CENTO Cold Pressed Extra 
Virgin Olive oil available to 
purchase again!”

Harvested olives. Photo provided by Ruth Bruten

Pressed olive oil in jars. Photo provided by Ruth Bruten

The olive grove. Photo provided by Ruth Bruten

Distilling olives. Photo provided by Ruth Bruten
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Council currently has one 
community engagement 
opportunity open for 
consultation! 

Upcoming Council Meetings:
The following Council meetings will be held in May 2025  
in the Fountain Room, West Gippsland Arts Centre. 

Wednesday 14  May – 5.30pm 
Wednesday 28  May – 1.00pm
All community members are welcome to attend in person 
or tune in via the Live Stream on our website.  

For a full list of the meetings for 2025, visit  
www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/CouncilMeetings

Upcoming  
Events:
For a full list of the  
current events, visit  
www.bawbawshire.co/ 
Events-Calendar

Our Roads. Your Roads. 
Better Baw Baw Roads.

Early Childhood Careers Expo

We’ve been working harder and faster than ever 
on maintaining our drains, clearing almost 100km 
during the first quarter of 2025!

Maintaining clear roadside drains is crucial for 
preventing water damage to roads, ensuring road 
safety, and protecting the road pavement by 
preventing water ponding and saturation.

Spotted an issue on our roads? Snap a photo and 
report it via the Snap Send Solve 
app or online using our Report a 
Road form. 

To find out more about Council’s 
Road Maintenance program, visit 
www.bawbawshire.co/Roads

Visit bawbawconnect.com.au  
to have your say, your way.

COUNCIL 
News

Baw Baw Connect - 
Have Your Say, Your Way!  

BAW BAW SHIRE’S 

Early Childhood  
Careers Expo 
IS COMING THIS MAY.

WHEN:  Tuesday 27 May from   
 9.30am – 12.00pm  
WHERE:  West Gippsland Arts Centre 
 (Foyer & Lyrebird room) 
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Cricket club celebrates season
By Liam Durkin

Trafalgar Cricket 
Club’s final point 
of call for season 

2024/25 saw award winners 
acknowledged at the club’s 
presentation evening.  

Presentation was held in 
the beer garden of The Irish 
Bar, Trafalgar, where play-
ers, sponsors and supporters 
gathered to toast the season.

Club president, Dan-
iel Heathcote thanked all 
for their efforts in fielding 
three senior and three ju-
nior teams weekly, paying 
especial congratulations to 
the Third XI on winning the 
Warragul District Cricket 
Association premiership.

Premiership scorecards 
were presented to each mem-
ber of the team.

Formal presenta-
tions were also made, 
recognising outstanding 
individual seasons.

The Ships had four league 
award winners, who topped 
respective aggregates in 
their competition.

They were: Aiden George 
(Division 1 batting), Callum 
Walton (Division 3 batting), 
David Bremner (Division 3 
bowling) and Shane White 
(Division 5 bowling).  

Trafalgar Cricket Club season 2024/25 award winners. Back row: Brenton Faltum, Da-
vid Bremner, Darren Brown, Callum Walton, Zak Larkin, Shane White. Front row: Jackson 
Noonan, John Asmussen and Aiden George.

Walton also won champi-
on player for the WDCA in 
Division 3.  

The Englishman, who had 
come out to Australia on a 
holiday, needed an extra suit-
case for the plane home, after 
winning the club’s champion 
player (George Browne Me-
morial) and second grade 
batting aggregate and average 
(568 runs at 47.33).

Bremmer however won 
the Second XI best-and-fair-
est for his 34 wickets at 11.38.

George, in his first sea-
son as First XI captain, led 
superbly, making 356 runs 
at 32.36 in Division 1 to win 
the Alan Rankin Trophy and 
Richard Errington Medal as 
best-and-fairest.  

Jackson Noonan, who 
joined the 200 games club 
this season, made it three 
bowling aggregates in four 
seasons, after taking 19 wick-
ets in Division 1.

Young gun Zak Larkin 
was named rising star, while 
Brenton Faltum was an obvi-
ous choice for player of the 
finals after going through the 
finals series without being 
dismissed. Faltum made 51 in 
the semi-final and 38 in the 
decider, and finished the sea-
son with an average of 216.

Club games record hold-
er John Asmussen won 
the Third XI batting aggre-
gate with 308 runs, and 
new recruit White formed 
part of the eventual pre-
miership-winning bowling 
attack with 23 wickets at 
just 8.46. As leaders in the 
two disciplines, it was per-
haps fitting they shared 
the best-and-fairest.

Speaking of wickets, there 
was (incredibly), two hat-
tricks this season.

Luke O’Neill proved there 
is no justice in cricket, taking 
a hat-trick in his first game 
for the season, along with 
Leo Connolly getting one in a 
midweek twenty20.

Noonan, Bremner and 
Darren Brown also took 
‘five-fas’, while Walton was 
the lone century maker and 
TattsLotto winner.

The most important 
award however was saved 
till last, and saw Scott Moor-
house receive the Ray Bur-
gess Perpetual Trophy for 
best club person.  

The man known as 
‘Moose’ has put in a power 
of work behind the scenes 
over the years, fulfilling just 
about every position and 
job imaginable.

Junior cricketers were 
presented their awards at a 
separate presentation.

Trafalgar fielded an under 
17s and two under 13 teams 
this season, with senior 
players Zack Brown, Mitch 
Claridge, Daniel Van Boven 
and English imports Walton 
and James Peart coaching 
the sides.

Under 17 award winners 
were: James Pace (batting 

and bowling), Ryley Gunn 
(most improved) and Brodie 
Gauci (coaches).

Under 13 award winners 
were: Reid Barnes (Traf 
Whites batting), Noah Ally 
(Traf Reds batting), Rowan 
Blake (Traf Whites bowling), 
Griffin Hoiles (Traf Reds 
bowling), Lachlan Van Boven 
(best all rounder), Jondalar 
Keay (most improved) and 
Thanish Paridi (coaches).   

The Ships will now 
take stock over winter, as 
planning for next season 
gets underway.

The club welcomes new 
and prospective players, and 
has teams for all standards 
and ages.

If you would like to find 
out more, email trafalgar-
cricketclub@gmail.com

Junior tennis end of season and awards
2024-25 junior ten-

nis finished with a 
pizza, chips and a 

friendly hit of tennis by play-
ers and parents on Friday 18 
March 2025. 

It was a great year for ju-
niors with lots of new play-
ers trying out the sport and 
enjoying it!

There were three junior 
teams this season that com-
peted in the Baw Baw Ten-
nis Association. The Section 
4 team had a great year and 
won the grand final in a close 
match, with both teams play-
ing some incredible tennis 
on the day. 

The Section 2 junior team 
finished on top of the lad-
der, but unfortunately were 
knocked out in the semi fi-
nals. The Section 5 beginners 
section had a great year with 
a new format of easy to learn 
rules. 

Shailah Middleton was 
the worthy recipient of the 
2024/2025 Molly Ryan En-
couragement Award. Now 
in its 11th year, this award 
continues to be a fitting me-
morial to Molly Ryan’s en-
couragement and support 
of Trafalgar’s junior tennis 
players over many years. 

Shailah received her award 
in recognition of her great 
enthusiasm, encouraging her 
fellow teammates and enjoy-
ment of the game. 

Also, receiving awards 
were Eli Smith (most de-
termined), Hudson Dehaas 
(most improved), Roy Wang 
(best first year player), Jett 
Marslen (best singles player) 
and James Bryant (best dou-
bles player) for the season.

Trafalgar Section 4 team: Hudson Dehaas, Oscar Barrett, James Bryant, Roy Wang and Shailah Middleton.

Trafalgar Junior Players with awards.



Explore the relaxing 
retirement lifestyle 
you deserve
Secure your dream villa and 
enjoy a bonus pergola on us!*

• Be part of a community  
within a community

• Enjoy resort living everyday

FINAL TWO STAGES  
SELLING NOW

2 Flagship Drive, 
Trafalgar (Enter  
via Hardy Drive)

Trafalgar

*Terms & conditions apply. See staff for additional details. 
Images for illustrative purposes only. EL225366

Scan here to 
learn more

1800 362 673 
encoreliving.com.au

GET A BONUS 
PERGOLA

VALUED AT $10,950!*
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