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A large crowd of more than 
100 people attended Re-
membrance Day com-

memorations at Trafalgar Thor-
pdale RSL on 11 November.

The commemoration was 
led by Trafalgar Thorpdale 
RSL Sub-Branch president, 
Ray James, who gave a short 
history of Remembrance Day 
(originally known as Armi-
stice Day) before handing the 
microphone to Rev Sue Jacka, 
who also spoke of the valour 
of Australia’s servicemen and 
women.  She then led those at-
tending in prayer.

Ray then mentioned two lo-
cal ex-servicemen who died 
during the past 12 months: Ar-
thur Erbs and Stan Savige.

The RSL Sub-Branch’s ju-
nior vice-president, Russell 
Mack, then read out the names 
of all servicemen on the ceno-
taph who sacrificed their lives 
in the various wars.

This was followed by Arthur 
Erbs’ family unveiling a plaque 
in his honour on the Memorial 
Wall before wreath laying com-
menced.

Wreaths were laid by, or on 
behalf of, Arthur Erbs, the RSL 
Sub-Branch, prisoners of war, 
Trafalgar Lions Club, Trafalgar 
High School, Baw Baw Shire 
Council and Vietnam veterans.

The commemoration con-
cluded with The Ode, Last Post, 
Rouse and singing of the na-
tional anthem.

After the formal ceremony, 
Ray asked the children present 
to each take a red poppy from 
the garden and place them on 
the cenotaph.

A feaure of the ceremony 
was a rug made from pop-
pies crocheted and donated 
to Trafalgar Thorpdale RSL 
by Jenny McNally of Erica.  
Lorraine James then purchased 
a rug and pinned the poppies 
to it.  It is  hoped that the rug 
will be fully covered with more 
of Jenny’s poppies by ANZAC 
Day 2018.  

Trafalgar Thorpdale RSL 
Sub-Branch is responsible for 
eight Remembrance Day com-
memorations across the dis-
trict, which it performs over 
two days.

How long will it be before 
someone is killed on 
the Princess Highway in

Trafalgar?
That’s the question many lo-

cals are asking following revela-
tions that seven motorists were 
booked going through Trafalgar 
in a 45-minute period on 30 Oc-
tober.

The Princes Highway’s speed 
limit through the centre of the 
town is 60km/h, but drivers 
were recorded travelling at up 
to 105km/h, according to the 
Baw Baw Police Facebook page.

It said the 105km/h driver 
lost their license for six months 
as a result.

On another occasion, a 
Hallam man was booked for 
travelling at 136km/h though 

Trafalgar East’s 110km/h zone.
Traf News’ Facebook page 

saw a number of people ex-
pressing their concerns on the 
safety of the road, in particular 
with the Davey Road entrance 
onto the freeway.

Comments included, “If they 
(the police) sat there every day 
they’d catch a lot more, I live 
along there and at 5.30 trying 
to get back into the service road 
there would be very few drivers 
doing 60 if anything I’d swear 
they speed up!”

“Speed sign drops from 110 
to 60 with nothing in between 
coming into a town it’s not 
good road sense to me, avoid 
using Davey drive exit because 
of speeding drivers, it’s sad but 
more accidents will happen.”

“Only 7? Must have been a 
quiet time!”

“Pity it’s not done more of-
ten, but then some people just 
don’t learn, I know of a per-
son that’s been booked on that 
stretch not once but 3 times, 
total idiot.”

Traf News contacted Scott 
Lawrence, regional manager 
of VicRoads at Traralgon.  He 
said, “VicRoads installed a ‘60 
Ahead’ sign on the Princes High-
way westbound in 2012, replac-
ing the previous 80kmh ‘buffer’ 
speed zone, at the request of the 
community.

“We’re currently collect-
ing traffi c data to see if any 
further changes are needed.”
VicRoads advised that there are 
‘60 ahead’ signs on the west-

bound approach to Trafalgar, 
followed by 60km/h regulatory 
speed signs 300 metres after. 

Eastbound, there are ‘80 
ahead’ signs, followed by 
80kmh regulatory speed signs 
some 300 metres after on ap-
proaching the town, followed by 
a 60km/h zone when the town 
is reached, so that motorists re-
duce their speeds 

In Baw Baw Citizen, a lo-
cal ePaper. A Victoria Police 
spokesperson said offi cers 
“were disappointed with the ma-
jority of the cars passing the in-
tercept not slowing to 40 km/h.”

New laws require drivers to 
slow to 40km/h when passing 
stopped or slowly moving emer-
gency vehicles with fl ashing 
lights or sirens on.

Traffi c trouble in Trafalgar

Speed radar showing a vehicle travelling at an alleged 105kph
in Trafalgar’s 60kph speed zone.

LARGE CROWD REMEMBERS

 Trafalgar High School students laying a wreath in memory of those who served in wars during the past century
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EDITORIAL

Now located @ the office of
Raymond Partners Accountant
68 Victoria Street, Warragul
T: 5633 1455

Luke G Adrichem CPA
Kevin J Jennings CPA
Lucio G Viggiano CPA

Accounting, Taxation and Business Services

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

How impressive this part of Australia is? Lush green grass, pic-
turesque scenery, great restaurants and friendly people. Mur-
ray Bridge Mens Probus club were hosted by Val Murphy with 

42 members on a coach for a week. Val being a Gippslander and a 
probus member of Trafalgar knew great places to visit and tour guided 
our driver.
We caught trout at Noojee Trout Farm, BBQ them along with burgers 
and salad before we climbed the Tressel Bridge and visited the Out-
post shed for ‘happy hour’ on our way back to Moe motel.
Tarra-Bulga Swing Bridge with its beautiful tree fern gullies and natu-
ral waterfalls were another highlight before we arrived at Port Albert 
on the sea.
Thorpdale potato district was extremely picturesque with potato plant-
ing happening into the rich red volcanic soil. We also visited ‘The 
world Tallest Tree Memorial’. What a ‘Whopper’ it was 375ft tall. What 
a shame it was cut down in 1887!
While at Thorpdale, we visited Val’s large country prize –winning gar-
den. Where we met the friendly farm animals and enjoyed potato ice- 
cream. A step back in time brought back many special memories to 
our probus club with our visit to old Gippstown, Moe.
GippyGoat Farm was also impressive with the milking of 1600 goats. 
We also fed the playful baby goats.
These were just a few of the lasting special memories of Gippsland.

Len Rawson 
Murray Bridge Mens Probus
South Australia

After volunteering for two and a half years as an Assistant editor and then as an editor of Traf 
News, I would be fi nishing my role with the paper this month. It was pleasure working for the 
community. Personally. It was a rewarding experience for me to contribute my time for our 

vibrant community through this esteemed paper.
I take great pride in what I and my team have delivered over the past two and a half years.
We all worked hard to deliver a top class community paper which was on par with the countries top 
papers.
I would like to thank foremost my husband Asad Khan and my lovely girls Adeena and Aleena Khan 
for their sacrifi ce, support and backing to allow me to give my time to the paper. I would also like 
to extend my profound gratitude to all my friends for their help whenever I needed it. And lastly, to 
all the colleagues and team at Traf news for their constant support for understanding each other, 
meeting deadlines together and assisting each other at all times- Much appreciated.
It was really hard to make a decision to leave a paper but passing the baton to a new group of skilled 
editors was easy. It is a comfort to know that editors are local and would like to see the paper grow 
and fl ourish. 
I’m sure our readers will continue to support and enjoy reading the papers for years to come.
I wish you all a happy festive season of Christmas and holidays full of joy.

Thanks and best wishes.

Please note that recently we have experienced 
some issues with our email at Traf News. 

If you are unable to submit articles via email
please submit them via our website: 

www.trafnews.com

Articles close January 14, 2018 
or our next edition in February

Good bye from Arfa Khan

Probus visit to Gippsland

From left to right: Jan Turner, Rod Cheatley, Meika Nielsen, Arfa 
Khan, Scott Draper and Morris Mynard.
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Trafalgar Newsagency
97 Princes Highway, Trafalgar

Phone: 
5633 1169

  saTUrDay DeC 30TH

Tickets & Syndicates now available

HAS ALL YOUR NEEDS FOR 
CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR

GIFTS, CARDS, WRAP, TOYS

Trafalgar 
Newsagency 

HAS ALL YOUR NEEDS FOR 

WISHING ALL OF OUR
CUSTOMERS A VERY 
MERRY CHRISTMAS,

SAFE & HAPPY NEW YEAR.

WISHING ALL OF OUR

30
s U P e r D r aW

Boundary changes to Fed-
eral electoral divisions 
are likely to re-open the 

debate about the name of Mc-
Millan electorate.

Calls to change the name 
were made during the 2016 
election campaign with sitting 
member Liberal Russell Broad-
bent, ALP candidate Chris Buck-
ingham and The Greens’ Donna 
Lancaster all in support.

Angus McMillan, after whom 
the electorate was named in 
1948, was a Scottish immigrant, 
explorer and pioneer pastoralist 
in Gippsland that has more re-
cently been accused of leading 
the massacre of between 60 and 
180 indigenous people at Warri-
gal Creek, near Seaspray, in the 
1840s and 1850s. 

The Australian Electoral 
Commission (AEC) is currently 

McMillan to change name?

Sri Lankan Cuisine on 
Saturday Night BOOK NOW. 

Commences at 6.30pm

Good Food Remains

seasons 
Change

“The healThy eaTing alTernaTive”

0418 513 092

yarragon

Keith Anderson

reviewing electoral boundaries 
ahead of the next Federal elec-
tion with significant changes 
expected in Victoria where the 
number of electorates for the 
House of Representatives will 
increase from 37 to 38.

The AEC is inviting public 
comment on possible bound-
ary changes to maintain strict 
criteria on the number of voters 
in each while also taking into 
account communities of inter-
est, means of travel and areas’ 
physical features.

The population growth in 
Pakenham, Drouin and Warra-
gul, in particular, since the pre-
vious redistribution of bound-
aries in 2010 is certain to see 
changes to the boundaries of 
McMillan. 

McMillan electorate, which 
includes Trafalgar, extends over 
8320 square kilometres from 
Pakenham in the west to Moe 
in the east, Mt Baw Baw to the 
north and Wilsons Promontory 
its southernmost point.

It also includes the South 
Gippsland towns of Wonthaggi, 
Leongatha and Foster.

Mr Broadbent said he ex-
pected significant change to the 
boundary of McMillan.

On the voter number equali-
sation criterion, the electorate 
could lose in the order of 20 to 

25 per cent of its current enrol-
ments.

Mr Broadbent said the AEC 
would no doubt look at a num-
ber of options possibly includ-
ing Traralgon and Morwell in 
McMillan and adding South 
Gippsland and part of Paken-
ham to the Gippsland elector-
ate.

“That would notionally 
make McMillan a Labor Party 
seat”, he said.

The review is also seeking 
suggestions about names of 
electorates.

Suggestions on both bound-
ary and name changes are cur-
rently being sought and they are 
available for public inspection 
and further comment until 1 
December.

Mr Broadbent said last year 
he favoured McMillan being re-
named to honour General Sir 
John Monash in recognition 
of his military career and vi-
sion for the Latrobe Valley but 
encouraged members of the 
public to submit their own sug-
gestions to the AEC.

Mr Broadbent added that the 
name should reflect the elector-
ate but it was something that 
couldn’t really be thought about 
until after the new boundaries 
are set.

Source: Warragul Gazette

It has become appallingly obvious that 
our technology has exceeded our humanity. 

ALBERT’S CORNER

 Albert Einstein
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A Little Patch of Country

Get ready for Christmas now!

Christmas table runners
and placemats now in stock

63 Princes Highway, Trafalgar

Ph:  5633 2311

A Little Patch of Country

Christmas table runners

Traf News is publishing a 
book on the history of all 
street names within the 

township.
The book is the compilation 

of a series of articles on the ori-
gins of the names of Trafalgar’s 
streets which was published in 
Traf News over 34 consecutive is-
sues of Traf News from July 2012 
to August 2015.

The articles were researched 
and prepared by former Trafal-
gar resident and president of 
Trafalgar & District Historical 
Society, Noel Erbs, who must be 

congratulated for the enormous 
task he undertook.

The book is in the process 
of being printed and should be 
available to purchase by mid-De-
cember at Trafalgar Newsagency.

The cost is $10 per copy.
The book is a must for not 

only those who want to know the 
origins of their street name, but 
to all interested generally in Tra-
falgar’s history.

Traf News thanks Trafalgar 
& District Community Bank for 
meeting the cost of the book’s 
publication.

Trafalgar Playwright 
brings ‘Café Australia’

in December

Read about 
Traf’s street 
names

Lions club’s
annual swap meet

 Greg Sephton

Lion club’s annual swap 
meet is to be held on 26 
November  at the Trafalgar 

Recreation Reserve on Waterloo 
Rd.  This year a new vehicle en-
try in Reserve Road will be used 
while a pedestrian entry is locat-
ed on the Reserve road – Water-
loo road corner. 
Gates open from 6:00am; cost is 
$10 for sellers and $5 for buyers.

Now in it’s 22  year,  the activity 
is one of the club’s major fund 
raisers.   
Although it is mainly an automo-
bile based gathering there are 
also many stalls offering differ-
ent wares.
The money raised is shared 
around the local community as 
well as the wider Lions projects 
supported by the club. 

Internationally published 
Trafalgar-based writer Rod-
ney Williams has written 

a new play-script that will be 
presented in the Drama Room 
at Warragul Regional College 
on Saturday, December 9, start-
ing at 7.30 p.m. (The venue is 
located off Burke Street, on the 
school’s Tyson Plaza, opposite 
the college hall/ canteen.) Sup-
porters of Gippsland theatre 
are encouraged to attend.

Called ‘Café Australia’, Rod-
ney’s play is set in World War 
One – it looks at the mistreat-
ment of German migrants by 

the Australian government dur-
ing that confl ict, plus other ten-
sions that arose back here on 
the home front.

This performance will be 
a one-off presentation, taking 
the form of a ‘walking read’, 
with representatives of various 
theatre groups invited to assess 
whether they might take it up 
for full-scale production. 

Actors from West-Gippsland-
based drama groups Off the 
Leash and the Warragul Theatre 
Company will perform backed 
by make-up, costumes, props 
and live music, using gestures 

and movements while perform-
ing with scripts-in-hand.

Rodney Williams – a Traf 
resident for the last 25 years – 
taught at Trafalgar High School 
for 15 years. 

During that time, he worked 
with Drama teacher Steve Wie-
gerink, who is the director for 
Café Australia.

Members of the play’s cast 
include Sharryn Marshall, a 
teacher at Traf High who has 
recently starred in Off the 
Leash’s Laramie Project, and 
in Warragul Theatre Company’s 
Song Contest – The Almost 

Eurovision Experience.
Other cast members for Café 

Australia include John Black, 
Jai Law and Todd Miller, all of 
whom have won GAT awards 
as the best actors in this re-
gion (as recognised by the 
Gippsland Associated Theatres 
group), as has Steve Wiegerink 
himself.

Hopefully residents of the 
Trafalgar district – along with 
other fans of Gippsland the-
atre – will support this inno-
vative community arts event at 
Warragul Regional College on 
December 9. Admission is free.

 EX teachers of Traf High school writer Rodney Williams and Steve Wiegerink, the director of the play has paired to bring new play
Café Austalia.

TCDA plans ahead

Do you need some inspira-
tion for the plant lover 
this Christmas? A fund-

raising plant stall will be held 
at Pioneer Park in Thorpdale 
on Sunday, 3 December from 
11am-2pm. There are many 
beautiful plants donated from an 
established private garden in the 
Thorpdale district which is cur-
rently undergoing renovation. 
We have potted up some terrifi c 
plants! 

All proceeds will go to St 
Mark’s Anglican Church, Thor-

pdale. Yes, it’s time to renovate 
that too! You may have noticed 
that the south wall has several 
rotten boards.  This is a historic 
building, having been moved 
from Walhalla to Thorpdale.

The small congregation is 
raising funds to maintain this 
important part of our local heri-
tage.

Some of he plants include: 
Dahlia tubers (multiple variet-
ies and colours) ,Honeywort 
(rare) ,Fuchsias-assorted and 
Zygopetalum orchids.

Trafalgar Community Devel-
opment Authority (TCDA) 
is a great part of Trafalgar 

and provides an opportunity for 
community members to meet 
with local councillors on a regu-
lar basis, gain an insight into the 
workings of the Baw Baw Shire 
and create an opportunity to 
contribute back to the commu-
nity.

The next TCDA meeting will 
be held on Thursday, 14 Decem-
ber and be looking at the next 
steps for the library committee. 
The hot topic in the council at 
the moment is about community 
hubs. It would be a great oppor-
tunity to strike while the iron is 
hot, and fi nd some avenues to 
heighten the awareness of Trafal-

gar’s’ needs in this area.
The TCDA will also be re-

viewing the Edwards Crescent/
Rose Court Reserve. How can 
this be preserved for the future? 
Perhaps naming the Reserve and 
some landscaping or permanent 
footpath, are just some ideas that 
have been tabled by the commit-
tee.

There are positions available 
on the TCDA Committee that 
need to be fi lled, so come along 
and make your contribution.

The TCDA would love to hear 
from the Community of Trafalgar 
on any relevant issues they would 
like assistance with. Keep us 
posted at: communitytrafalgar@
gmail.com. 

Chandelle Brien Boothey  

Thorpdale 
plant fair 
Sue Jacka

Brian Williams sadly passed away on 
7 July 2017 surrounded by his loving 
family. Daughter Jennifer and Brians 
granddaughters, would sincerely like 

to thank everyone for their kind wishes, 
fl owers and cards. 

The family is also thankful for the 
support of everyone over the last twelve 

months.

Jennifer (Jenny)

Thanking you all

Your LOCAL SPECIALISTS
in full vehicle repair

• CARS • BOATS • TRUCKS

Opening Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 9am - 12noon

23 MIDDLE ROAD TRAFALGAR. Ph: 5633 2076

A friendly family-run
business with more than

30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Closed: Friday 29th Dec till Monday 15th Jan
Closed: Christmas day and Boxing day

• Panel Works

• Spray Painting

• Restoration

• Insurance Work

• Spray Painting

The Historical Soci-
ety has a 1980s photo 
with only some names.

We would be grateful for any 
others readers can supply. 
Please contact Jean Huffer
on 56 331 960 or Jack 

McDonald on 56 332 243.
The names we have are 

Coach: Garry McAlpine, 
and players: Tim McGrath, 
Graham O’Hearn, Shane Mc-
Donald, Geoff McMillan and 
Simon Thomas.

Can you help?Detective honoured

1980s Football photo with names missing

Open throughout the holiday season

Trafalgar
D e n t a l  C a r e

www.trafalgardentalcare.com.au
or call: 03 5633 1185

Wishing all our valuable 
patients a

Very Merry Christmas

65 Main Street, Trafalgar

Very Merry Christmas

Wishing all our valuable 

Very Merry ChristmasVery Merry Christmas

D e n t a l  C a r e

Paper money 
originated in China 
in the year 910 AD 

during the Five 
Dynasties

Its True
Jean Huffer

NEW MENU - Special lunches $13.90

24 Contingent Street TRAFALGAR
Ph: (03) 5633 2288

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Natural Garden Chinese Restaurant
BYO

 Wine & Beer

Lunch (Tues-Fri)  -  Dinner (Tues-Sun) 
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A Warragul police offi cer 
has been honoured for 
‘bravery in hazardous 

circumstances’ after he rescued 
four men from a storage tank 
that was fi lled with ammonia 
fumes and devoid of oxygen on 
a Cloverlea farm on 

27 November 2013.
Detective Leading Senior 

Constable Danny Shaddock was 
presented the Bravery Medal at 
Government house on Friday ,17 
November.

Her Excellency the Honour-
able Linda Dessau AC Govenor 

of Victoria presented the award 
for ‘acts of bravery in hazardous 
circumstances.’

She said , “people do not risk 
thier lives for awards or praise, 
however todays awards are a 
way of the community thanking 
people for thier brave actions.”

Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC Govenor of Victoria and Detective Leading
Constable Danny Shaddock. Photo: Gavin Blue Photography



Page 6 —  Traf News  December 2017

For the last Month Trafalgar Police have attended to;

Senior Constable Brian Dalrymple

Page 6 

Senior Constable Brian Dalrymple

NOVEMBER CRIME REPORT

Are you having a dispute with your neighbour?

The Dispute Settlement Centre of Victoria (DSCV) is a free, informal, impartial and confi den-
tial service to assist people in resolving disputes as an alternative to legal action.
Mediation can help people reach their own agreements in a co-operative way.

DSCV can assist with;
 ¡ people who are living next door to each other
 ¡ people who live in the same neighbourhood
 ¡ people who are working together
 ¡ people who belong to the same club or organisation
 ¡ people who are having any form of civil dispute.

 
If you would like a referral to DSCV you can call 5116 5761 or get in touch with us and we 
can submit a referral on your behalf.

14 Moe-Willow Grove Road, Willow Grove  
Phone: 56352455.  Web: www.willowgroveduckinn.com.au

The perfect glorious place... 
for drinks with friends, family dinner or function

Relaxing family-friendly atmosphere

Sensational meals - fast friendly service
Your host: Simon Duck

MEALS & PIZZAS SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK

The members of the Trafalgar Police Station extend to you our best wishes for the Christ-
mas and New Years period. Stay safe on the roads and enjoy time with family & friends.

Baw Baw Shire Council is 
continuing its commit-
ment to maximise value 

for ratepayer funds by accepting a 
tender contract for garbage waste 
disposal saving approximately 
$300,000 over two years.

Council accepted the offer 
submitted by SUEZ for an esti-
mated sum of $2,215,709.46 
(excluding GST) for garbage dis-
posal costs, until 30 September 
2019.

Mayor of Baw Baw Shire coun-
cillor Joe Gauci was pleased that 
council was able to make some 
savings to redirect back into other 
community services and projects.

“Essentially, no changes are 
being made to the kerbside gar-
bage waste services, only the lo-
cation of garbage disposals will 
change”, said the mayor.

“Previously, council was dis-
posing of kerbside garbage waste 

at Hylands Highway Landfi ll, 
owned by Latrobe City Council. 
Under the new contract, Baw Baw 
Shire’s garbage waste will now be 
disposed of at the Hallam Road 
Landfi ll located in Hampton Park.

“Council’s kerbside waste ser-
vice provider Solo Resource Re-
covery has made no objection to 
a change of location of the waste 
disposal facility, given that Hallam 
Road Landfi ll is at the same geo-
graphical distance from the War-
ragul CBD as Hylands Highway 
Landfi ll.

“We are continually striving 
to manage council’s resources 
and fi nances in a responsible and 
effective manner. We want to en-
sure we remain in a favourable, 
sustainable fi nancial position to 
maximise value to our commu-
nity.”

Historically, Baw Baw Shire 
Council had an agreement with 

Latrobe City Council to use their 
landfi ll at a discounted rate. This 
agreement was formalised via a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
signed by both councils.

This was in recognition of 
Latrobe City Council utilising Baw 
Baw Shire Council’s Trafalgar 
landfi ll from 2007 to 2009 dur-
ing the construction of their new 
landfi ll.

In September this year, the 
agreed volume of garbage dis-
posed of for a discounted rate 
was achieved.

To ensure the best value for 
money moving forward, council 
recently tendered these services 
and received three submissions 
from landfi ll disposal operators. 
The new contract was awarded to 
SUEZ who offered the most com-
petitive price.

The new contract came into 
effect from 1 November 2017.

Savings made with new garbage 
disposal contract

 ¡ 11 reports of family violence
 ¡ two  reports of criminal damage
 ¡ three reports of burglary
 ¡ three reports of theft of motor ve-

hicle
 ¡ four reports of theft
 ¡ two reports of theft of motor vehicle
 ¡ four reports of assault

A 35 year old Trafalgar man was processed after cannabis was located during a vehicle intercept 
on Seven Mile Road, Trafalgar.
Trafalgar Police executed two search warrants on local addresses in relation to an ongoing stalk-
ing investigation and a further search warrant was executed at an address in Drouin in regards 
to a stolen motorcycle.

POLICE NOTES
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A-K
Now Open

3 Village Walk
Yarrragon

ph: 5634 2870

Having two left feet is 
usually a problem for 
a dancer.

Not, however, if you are a 
dog.

Solan the six-year-old Bor-
der Collie found out how ben-
eficial two left and two right 
feet can be when he appeared 
in a TV dog food commer-
cial earlier this year, under 
the guidance of owner Kerrie 
Piper.

“They wanted a fluffy dog 
who could dance with free 
abandonment,” Kerrie says of 
ad, which promotes Schmack-
os dog snacks.

“Because there was a tight 
time limit they needed a dog 
who could already dance.

“I was so proud of Solan, 
he worked so hard that day. 
He was exhausted by the end, 
but he loved it.”

While the TV ad was their 
first paid commercial gig, So-
lan and Kerrie — who live in 

the Gippsland town of Trafal-
gar, where Kerrie is a vet — 
are long-time dance partners.

Kerrie is a member of the 
Dances with Dogs Club of Vic-
toria, based at Skye, southeast 
of Melbourne, and competed 
in Victoria’s first dog dancing 
competition in 2010. It be-
came an official sport in the 
UK in the 1990s.

Since then Kerrie has com-
peted in almost all of the state-
wide championships with her 
Border Collies — about four 
a year — including the occa-
sional Royal Melbourne Show, 
and has even been an instruc-
tor.

So, what exactly is canine 
choreography?

For a start, it doesn’t re-
quire a subwoofer.

Dances with dogs — as it 
is officially called — is a sport 
where owners create a choreo-
graphed routine of between 
one and four minutes, where 

Tiny dancer: The joys of dancing 
with dogs
Sarah Hudson

Cool canine: Kerrie Piper with her dancing Border Collie Solan. Picture: Zoe Phillips

they earn points on technical 
accuracy, musical interpreta-
tion and artistic expression, 
as well as obedience.

There are two categories: 
freestyle (flashy tricks) and 
heel work to music (skilled 
heeling, which is Kerrie’s fa-
vourite, because the “techni-
cal requirements are much 
greater”).

The 35-year-old is current-
ly preparing Solan for one of 
his most difficult routines, for 
the club’s 25 November trial at 
the State Dog Centre in Skye, 
where he will perform a magic 
trick.

Past routines have includ-
ed Monster Mash (Kerrie as 
the witch, Solan as her “little 
monster”), Ghostbusters and 
Bryan Adams’ Heaven (with 
appropriate heavenly theme).

Only humans dress up, Ker-
rie adds; dogs — “to maintain 
their dignity” — just wear 
fancy collars.

“One of the most difficult 
tricks I’ve asked him to do is 
hold a tennis racquet in his 
mouth and push a giant tennis 
ball to the music of Pat Bena-
tar’s Hit Me With Your Best 
Shot,” she says.

“The ball kept going every-
where and the judges were so 
impressed he persevered and 
didn’t drop his racquet.”

Kerrie says any breed and 
any age can take part in danc-
es with dogs, with the tricks 
tailored to the animal’s skill 
levels.

A beginner trick, for in-
stance, would see the dog 
weaving between an owner’s 
legs while they walked, and a 
more advanced trick could be 
jumps.

“It all depends on the dog’s 
capabilities. For some, jump-
ing is hard to do. For Solan, 
anything is difficult if I take my 
eyes off him, if I’m lying on the 
floor or he’s behind me.”

Aside from Solan, Kerrie 
has a two-year-old Border 
Collie, Sprocket, whom she 
is training for his first dance 
event this November. She 
trains her two pets up to three 
hours every week at the local 
oval, as well as simple training 
while out on their daily walks.

She uses positive reinforce-
ment training with a clicker 
and rewards of food and toys.

It was through obedience 
training that Kerrie first got in-
volved in dog sports as a child, 
growing up on a small farm in 
Nicholson, near Bairnsdale.

At the age of seven she took 
her first Border Collie, Jetson, 
to dog obedience classes, with 
her mother, Lorna, who is now 
an Australian National Kennel 
Council judge.

In the following years Ker-
rie and Jetson went on to 
compete in agility, obedience, 
tracking and herding (even 
though she has no sheep), 
even continuing while study-
ing veterinary science for five 
years at Melbourne University.

“Back then obedience 
training was all about pack 
theory — controlling the 
dog through domination with 
physical aggression or pun-
ishment, which I didn’t like at 
all,” she says.

It was while she was at 
obedience club that she saw a 
video of the creator of dances 
with dogs, Mary Ray, with her 
techniques based on positive 
reinforcement with the dog.

“I saw all the tricks and 
kept saying, ‘Jetson can do 
that, Jetson can do that’.”

So, when, in 2010, she saw 
that the newly formed Dances 
with Dogs Club of Victoria was 
holding a competition, she 
jumped at the opportunity.

“Jetson loved the compe-
tition and loved pleasing me. 
He wanted to work,” says Ker-

rie of her beloved pooch, who 
retired from dancing in 2013, 
aged 15.

“When the dog connects 
with the handler it’s addictive 
— another species is able to 
understand what you want be-
fore verbalising it.

“They are so keen to please 
and so in tune with your body 
language.”

For Kerrie, winning is not 
necessarily the aim so much 
as the judge recognising im-
provement in skills.

Plus, it’s important for both 
handler and dog to have fun.

After all, she adds, you 
need to be a “little crazy” to 
do the sport.

“You are dancing with your 
dog, how serious can you be?”

Source: The Weekly Times,
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NEED HELP AT HOME? 

Contact our friendly home support team to discuss your needs. 
1800 ENCORE (1800 362 673) 

NEED HELP AT HOME? 

Contact our friendly home support team to discuss your needs. 
1800 ENCORE (1800 362 673) 

•  Personal Care Assistance  •  Home Help / Gardening / Handyman
•  Nursing & Health Services  •  Allied Health Services

•  Home & Property Advisory  •  Financial Planning
•  Residential Aged Care Advice  •  Navigating “My Aged Care”

Community Care Services

Sue Jacka

Christmas is one of the 
hardest times of the year 
for marginalised people 

across Gippsland. 
Anglicare is collecting pres-

ents for children in foster care 
and for individuals and families 
in fi nancial need. Non perish-
able Christmas foodstuffs and 
decorations are also greatly 
appreciated. For a number of 
years, a few local ladies also 
have contributed lovely home-
made items for that special per-
sonal touch. 

We are also collecting un-
opened toiletries to make up 
into pamper parcels to give to 
mums in need. If you have some 
or would like to help pack up 
those already donated please 
contact Sue Jacka 0409 757 170 

There will be a giving tree 
set up at the Bendigo bank in 
Trafalgar in mid-November 

which gives the social workers 
time to sort the presents and 
allocate them to their families. 
Teenagers love gift cards- movie 
vouchers or department store 
cards allow them to choose 
something for themselves that 
they wouldn’t get otherwise.

It’s a great way to share 
around a bit of Christmas joy 
with less fortunate people. 
Please don’t wrap presents as 
the social workers choose suit-
able gifts for their clients. 

Telling the complete

“Holden Story”

Ph: 5633 2462              74 Waterloo Road Trafalgar

Open 10 - 5pm Weekends & Public Holidays

  Like us on Facebook - Trafalgar Holden Museum

Christmas giving tree
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Xmas Greetings 
to Home

A 1972 Letter 
to the Editor

With the war clouds disappearing and the day of Peace in sight
The whole world is rejoicing: Right has triumphed over Might.
Our thoughts no longer centre here – across the sea they soar
To Mothers, Wives or Sweethearts true, on dear Australia’s 
shore.

‘Twas hard the part you had to bear, yet cheerfully you’d write,
You kept the home fi res burning and of trouble you made 
light;
And now your waiting’s nearly o’er, we send you words of 
cheer,
We send you Christmas Greetings – oh! that reunion next year!

We picture that reunion ‘neath a sunny Austral sky,
Our hearts beat quicker at the thought of that time drawing 
nigh;
We see the smiles of welcome, Nature smiling welcome too,
Hurrah! for good old Aussie, we are coming Home to you!
                                                                             L.D.F.

Reprinted from “Aussie”, the Australian Soldiers Magazine,
December, 1918.

C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S 

St Mary’s Church, Trafalgar

Sundays: Holy Communion and Sunday School   
                                                    9.30am
Wednesdays: Holy Communion, a quiet service  10am
 Cuppa and conversation 10.45am

 JAFFAS after school program  3.30 - 5.30pm

St Mark’s Church, Thorpdale

First Sunday of the month:  8am
Breakfast after service.

St Mark’s Church, Yarragon

First Sunday of the month: Service     8:30am

Other Sundays: Holy Communion 8.30am

Tuesdays: JAFFAS after school program  3.30 - 5.30pm

CATHOLIC PARISH
Father Bernie Krotwaar, Phone 5633 1166

UNITING CHURCH
Rev Chris Duxbury,   Phone 5633 1047

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev Sue Jacka,  Phone 5633 1021
0409 757 170 or tullycavan@dcsi.net.au

THORPDALE WESLEY AND 
METHODIST CHURCH
Rev Frank Lees, 

Phone 5634 6413 or 5633 2758

St John’s Trafalgar, 54 Waterloo Road
Vigil Mass: 6pm (Saturday)
First Saturday Devotions:    Mass at 9.30am. 
Exposition and Reconciliation  10am-11am
Saturday Night Mass 6.00pm
Sunday Mass: 10.00am (2nd/4th Sunday)
Weekday Masses:  9.30am (Tuesday to Friday) 
Each Wednesday after Mass:  Exposition
Second Wednesday Devotions:  Exposition, reconciliation 
  and annointing of the sick, 
  after mass. 

St Jarlath’s Yarragon, Rollo Street
Sunday Mass: 10.00am (1st/3rd/5th Sunday)

Transport availability, Neighbourhood Outreach, 
Home visiting
Please phone Julianne now at the parish office on 5633 1166

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, Trafalgar
Service times 9.15am Sunday, 1st, 3rd & 4th
  2nd (Combined at Yarragon) 

Sunday School 9.15am 3rd Sunday of the month.
Chin-Wags            1-3pm 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month. 

St David’s Uniting Church, Yarragon
Service times 9.15am Sunday - 2nd & 3rd
  1st  Combined at Trafalgar.
Contemporary Service 5pm 4th Sundays. Shared tea to follow

Every Sunday: 10am
Sunday School:  (During service)
Bible studies:  Thursday evenings

“Stay Home Woman”
Editor, Sir – So a married woman has had the temerity to apply 

for the position of administrative offi cer with the Narracan Shire; 
well, I never…!

  Next, married women will probably claim they are completely 
EQUAL to married men. 

  Of course, the logical objection was immediately raised, that 
in view of the current employment situation, the Council ought to 
“steer away” from employing married women.

  This point of view should certainly be supported! One must 
take into consideration the abundance of unmarried women and 
girls qualifi ed for; 

clamouring for, and applying for a job just like this.
  One must, of course, also take into consideration the only 

other applicant, a man – marital status not mentioned!
  This is the time for all good men, married or otherwise, to 

come to the aid of the party. Your birthrights as the Masters of Cre-
ation to earn money and to fulfi l your ambitions are in jeopardy.

  We cannot encourage this dangerous trend of allowing women, 
and especially the married ones, the opportunity of increasing their 
independence and self-reliance – not to mention their fi nancial re-
sources!

  This creeping evil must have its roots in (dare I whisper it?) the 
Woman’s Liberation Movement.

  Thank God I am a married woman who knows her place in 
the community as a dedicated, unpaid, and unrecognised property 
of a Man!

  I would never presume to posses the intelligence or human 
value necessary for shouldering any responsibility in community 
affairs.

  Nor would I for a moment consider burning my bras – I need 
all the support I can get.

                                                              Yours etc.,
                                                                         “GERMAINE QUEER”,
                                                                                     Trafalgar.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
AND SERVICES IN 
OUR LOCAL AREA

Community Carols

Sunday 17th December, 7pm, 
Combined Churches Carol ser-
vice. This year it will be at the 
Wesleyan Methodists and the 
Latrobe Community Concert 
band will be playing. Bring and 
share supper to follow.
Wednesday 20th December, 
7.30pm Trafalgar Community 
Carols, on the land between the 
Uniting Church and the Public 
Hall. 

Anglican services
Sunday 24th (Christmas Eve) 
8.30am Holy Communion, St 
Mark’s Yarragon.
6pm Carols and Nativity, a family 
friendly service. Kids are invited 
to dress up as a nativity charac-
ter. Costumes provided or bring 
your own. 
9pm Candle lit Communion.
A beautiful traditional service.
There will be no morning service 
at Trafalgar.
Monday 25th (Christmas 
Day) 
8am Holy Communion St Mark’s 
Thorpdale. 

Uniting Christmas 
Services
St. David’s, Yarragon Christ-
mas Eve Contemporary Service, 
24th of December, 5pm
Trafalgar Christmas Day Ser-
vice, Monday the 25th of Decem-
ber, 9am.
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Trafalgar high school year 
10 students has made ex-
ternal seating that over-

looks the basketball courts and 
is a resting place for gym users. 

The year10 student’s skills elec-
tive subject is wood work. It 
teaches the subject encourages 
applied learning and students 
pick projects based on interest 

and community need.
Past projects included seating 

and garden beds for the Trafalgar 
community garden, garden beds 
for the Trafalgar youth resource 

centre and Trafalgar primary 
school as well as a range of proj-
ects for their peers at Trafalgar 
High School such as improved 
seating.

Seating constructed by 
High School students
David Lyons

Seating constructed by year 10 students at Trafalgar High School

As the year six students of 
Trafalgar Primary School 
(TPS) begin to look for-

ward to the next step of their 
educational journey, there is 
also time for them to look back 
and reflect on their years of 
primary education.  Many of 
them have been at TPS the en-
tire journey, others joined, or 
left, along the way. They’ve been 
part of a growing school com-
munity and have helped make 
the school what it is in 2017. 

A common theme of the 
memories they have of their 
time at TPS has been that of 
friendship. First memories in-
clude walking in with a friend 
or being invited to play with 
someone new.  This refrain of 
friendship – meeting, mak-
ing and maintaining friends 
- perseveres into year six with 

Have fun, don’t stress and good luck 

Year six students at Melbourne Urban Camp

several commenting that they 
wished they had made more 
friends, that you should not 
only be friendly, but ‘make lots 
of friends.’   One of the messag-
es they have for the incoming 
Preps of 2018 is to be friendly 
and to keep making new friends 
every day.

Back in 2011, they were 
‘nervous and petrified’ with 
a couple not wanting to go to 
school at all. But they came 
back and remember meeting 
new people who were all very 
kind, fabulous teachers and 
having their photos taken on 
their first day of school. Beth 
remembers “doing puzzles and 
making her name out of play-
dough” while Kianna remem-
bers “being as cute as a button 
and every teacher loving me.”

Being offered and being able 

to take part in the many differ-
ent, awesome experiences and 
opportunities accessible at TPS 
were included in the highlights 
of their subsequent years at TPS. 
Camps rated highly in many stu-
dents’ memories. Cowes, Camp 
Rumbug and Melbourne were 
all remembered for different 
reasons but it was agreed that 
they made it onto the ‘must do’ 
recommendation list.

 Athletics day and the Win-
ter Sports carnival also made 
it onto this list, as highpoints of 
their last year. Callum particu-
larly has great memories of hav-
ing the opportunity of making it 
through the different rounds of 
Athletics all the way up to State 
level.  For others, it was the 
grade six experiences of being 
a leader, of participating in the 
Junior Rotary Community Pro-

gram and of having the oppor-
tunity to compete at Rockfest/
Battle of the Bands that stood 
out. 

Could they have tried harder, 
listened more, been friendlier, 
take more opportunities? Yes, 
according to some of them. 
There were some regrets and 
some things they wished they‘d 
done during their time at pri-
mary school.  They could have 
worked harder on maths, or 
“practiced my times tables”. 

One very honest young man 
wished he’d worked more on 
“my behaviour and emotions”, 
while another would have liked 
to “step out of her comfort zone 
on more occasions.” Several 
wished that they had had the 
opportunity of being part of the 
leadership teams. Zara would 
have like to have completed the 

Junior Rotary Community Award  
program but went on to recom-
mend “not to try to do too many 
things.” 

The majority of students 
will be heading next door to 
Trafalgar High School next year, 
where they are already looking 
forward to different types of 
learning and new classes, such 
as woodwork. Four of them have 
been offered places in the SEALP 
(accelerated learning program) 
and are looking ahead to being 
challenged in their learning. 
Appreciation of the idea of how 
important friendships are con-
tinues – of remaining friends 
even though they may not be in 
the same class, or meeting and 
making new friends and of re-
suming friendships made years 
ago at kindergartens and other 
schools.

Their message for the se-
niors of 2018 is to enjoy them-
selves and make the most of the 
everyday experiences in grade 
six, as well as the special oc-
casions and events. “Be better 
than good – be awesome” while 
continuing to be respectful, re-
sponsible and great role models 
is what they recommended.

For the Preps of 2018 they 
would like to say that they hope 
you enjoy your seven years at 
TPS. Don’t be scared, but be 
yourself and follow your dream 
is what they suggest. And they 
would like to remind you that 
it’s OK to make mistakes, be-
cause that’s how you learn.

Their final message to all the 
students of TPS in 2018 is to not 
just to work hard, but to enjoy 
your primary school years.

Margaret Darvill

	   A	  STUDENT’S	  ‘TO	  DO’	  LIST	  
Be	  friendly,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
but	  also	  be	  a	  
friend	  

Participate	   Be	  
legendary,	  	  	  	  	  	  
be	  awesome	  

Volunteer	  
	  

Listen	   Don’t	  muck	  
up	  

Enjoy	  your	  
learning	  

Play	   Take	  over	  
the	  school	  

Respect	  
your	  
teachers	  

Have	  a	  go	   Get	  a	  late	  
pass	  

Be	  a	  leader	   Have	  fun	   Know	  where	  
the	  toilets	  
are	  

Get	  out	  of	  
your	  
comfort	  
zone	  now	  
and	  again	  

Go	  to	  camps	   Enjoy	  maths	  

	  
Brought	  to	  you	  by	  Trafalgar	  Primary	  School’s	  	  

CLASS	  of	  2017	  
	  
	  
t	  
	  

Brought to you by 
Trafalgar Primary School’s CLASS of 2017
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* Basil’s  Chatter *
SERIOUSLY  - LET’S HAVE A LAUGH

AROUND THE
HISTORICAL

Society
Dianne Ireland

Trafalgar High School has 
added two new portables 
to its campus in recogni-

tion of the schools increasing 
numbers in general and the 
year 7 program in particular. 
The new classrooms have been 
located along the Western fence 
line of the school and in 2018 
will offer learning space for an 
additional 50 students. 

Design work is progressing 
for the schools ECA (Education 
Community Area) which has 
been funded for renovations 
from the Latrobe Valley Author-
ity and these works are expected 
to be carried out in early 2018.

The improvements to these 
facilities and additional class-
rooms are being made as recent 
housing developments in Yarra-

New extension in the high 
school
David Lyons

New portables at Trfalagr High School to accommodate its growing numbers of students

gon, Trafalgar and Moe has led 
to an increase in the number of 
families living in the area. 

“Trafalgar High School has 
become well know for improv-

ing student learning outcomes” 
said Principal Jane Mersey, “and 
we are glad families are select-
ing our school for their young 
person’s secondary education, 

now we will work with the Victo-
rian Schools Building Authority, 
to ensure we have the Infrastruc-
ture to accommodate growth in 
the School community.”

Photos: We are still seeking photos of 
Tate’s Garage which show the origi-
nal petrol bowsers; apparently they 

started with six, but this number decreased 
rapidly with trucks unable to safely round 
the corner. Correction to the entry last 
month which had this garage on the east-
ern approach to town; it was the western 
approach. We are also looking for photos 
which might exist of the old Station Master’s 
house.

Acquisitions: Thanks go to Ian Ramsay 
for the paperwork pertaining to the engine 
and construction of the shelter for the loco-
motive at Yarragon.

Work is almost complete on the mount-
ing and naming of photos of the players, 
officials and functions of the Trafalgar Foot-
ball Club. Mostly of the 70s and 80s, they 
will create lots of interest when displayed. 
Elsewhere in this paper is a photo which 
needs names attached.

If you are stuck for a Christmas gift, 
vouchers for a subscription are available 
for purchase so call Jean on 56 331960 or 
0438 090 338.

The Trafalgar and District Historical So-
ciety will be in recess from December 15 
until working bees resume in February. The 
first general meeting will be on February 15. 

In the meantime, we wish you a safe and 
happy Christmas and New Year.

Re� ectionRe� ection
Sue Jacka

I really like the concept of ‘enough’: not so much that our 
excess starts causing problems of its own. I think of the 
headaches caused by over consumption- whether it is 

food or needing to build more storage to house our junk, or 
just that cluttered feeling.

 The Franciscan saying ‘Take only what you need’ is a 
good model to live by. Our lives are less cluttered and there 
is more time to enjoy the really good things- like time with 
friends and family. Another phrase that has shaped my life is 
‘Live simply so others can simply live.’ This takes the ‘enough’ 
concept a little further so that we think about the needs of oth-
ers and are freed to respond because of our simple choices. 
We can give generously- a life giving concept. 

And yet we live in the real world, where consumerism is 
our culture’s economic basis. So a more nuanced approach 
is needed. We might be able to see the many benefits of 
scaling down our stuff, but some items simply are not manu-
factured to last. We recently took our car for an extra check 
because a sign flashed up ‘Anti pollution gear needs check-
ing.’ Suddenly our car that seemed to work well was on the 
junk heap- not worth repairing! So, I aim to live simply but 
realise that sometimes circumstances will force me to con-
sume more than I had planned. 

If this Christmas business continues for more than the next ten years your writer 
might be struggling to fi nd many more Christmas gags. The main thing is to be 
happy and give and receive as many gifts as you can cope with. 
On the subject of Christmas happiness we may look to the advice of American ac-

tor, Ed O’Neill reminds us all that, “Christmas is not the time for regrets – that’s what 
anniversaries are for.” W.C. Fields told us that each year he wishes a Merry Christmas 
to all his friends except two. 

 An unnamed young man asked his fi ancée what she would like for Christmas and 
she said she would love to have dinner in a revolving restaurant. He said he couldn’t 
quite handle it so he took her to Luna Park and put her on the Merry-Go-Round and 
bought her a Big Mac with medium fries.

Rita Rudner and her husband agreed to organize a joint gift and she said, “We are 
either going to buy a dog or have a child. We still can’t decide whether we want to ruin 
the carpet or ruin our lives.”  The Harlow Gazette once reported a wonderful commu-
nity effort (see if you notice a little bad grammar because this is the actual piece that 
was published; “They delivered 66 food parcels to the elderly residents living locally 
in a large box”. 

A Rotary Club was embarrassed when the chosen newspaper (Not Traf News) sim-
ply mucked up one important word in their announcement. See for yourself if you 
think it made a bit of difference. The copy appeared as follows, “Bring your kids to 
our Christmas function as there will be a special appearance by Satan between 2.30 
pm and 4.30pm.” 

With apologies the next bit of nonsense has nothing to do with Christmas. We simply 
can’t help mentioning the following blooper which was reported here in Australia many 
years ago. (Only a name has been altered). Miss Cindy Milo was told to order 250 
brass taps for an Australian Government department. She misheard and had extreme 
diffi culty in explaining the ‘delivery of a box of 250 bra straps!’

It’s your guess (or mine) if the happy couple, described in the next story, were both 
farmers or whether the newspaper once again erred in the spelling of just one word. 
This was a Christmas wedding it was reported that during the wedding ceremony; ‘The 
Minister took them to the vestry where they exchanged cows.’ And how would you like 
to be married to the bloke who was mentioned in this letter to the editor in the Daily 
Mirror? ”Dear Editor, My hubby sells Christmas cards in his shop. Every year he picks 
one from the shelf, gives it to me – without writing on it, and then asks me to put it 
back when I’ve read it.”

Finally, a bit of advice, fi rstly from Johnny Carson (former Television Host) who 
declared, “Mail your packages early so the post offi ce can lose them in time for Christ-
mas.”  Secondly we like the Church sign that said, “Come in and pray today. Beat the 
Christmas rush.”  We would love to see our popular local Reverend, Sue Jacka try this, 
or something similar.

Murphy’s Law has the fi nal say on this month’s subject. “After you’ve mailed your 
last card, you will receive a card from someone you have over looked.”  Please accept 
a sincere ‘Merry Christmas’ for  all our wonderful readers and community friends.  
(Except a couple of so and so’s who thankfully don’t live anywhere near us).                                                                                   

Keep  Smiling - BASIL
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CRICKET

Just three days into the new 
year, the CFA and other emer-
gency services were called to 

a big job in Trafalgar. A little af-
ter eight o’clock in the morning, 
smoke was noticed coming from 
a silo at Reid’s Stockfeeds on Wa-
terloo Road next to the railway 
line. Residents had been noticing 
a strong odour for several days.

Trafalgar Pumper was fi rst 
on scene and was faced with 
about forty tonnes of stock feed 
concentrate which had heated 
up and was smouldering and 
fuming. Trafalgar Tanker arrived 
next, and a plan was made to re-
lease the material slowly through 

a chute at the bottom of the silo, 
with water being applied to avoid 
ignition. A fi ve hundred meter 
exclusion zone was declared and 
an advice message issued.

Throughout the day and 
night, Trafalgar Brigade’s new 
Thermal Imaging Camera (pur-
chased largely with publicly do-
nated funds from collection tins 
at IGA and Cafe Obsession) was 
used to monitor fi re tempera-
tures from the CFA’s ladder plat-
form appliance above the silo. 
Trafalgar Brigade’s Lieutenant 
Brian Mynard was on the plat-
form and said that temperatures 
of up to 270 degrees Celsius 

were recorded, and that a red 
glow from coals inside the silo 
could be seen.

For safety, fi refi ghters needed 
to wear breathing apparatus. As 
the day was warm and the work 
of raking out the hot smoking 
material in full protective cloth-
ing was demanding, many other 
Brigades were turned out to as-
sist.

A Hazmat (hazardous materi-
als) vehicle came from Hallam 
and other units from as far as 
Frankston, Yallourn North and 
Traralgon. 

Major CFA incident in Traf

This year in Trafalgar, Aus-
tralia Day will see more 
award recipients than ever 

before.  It is a great achievement 
to have so many amazing volun-
teers in the Community of Tra-
falgar. It highlights what a great 
town Trafalgar is, with a wonder-
ful sense of community, and with 
so many people willing to lend a 
hand as the need arises.

This years’ Citizen of the Year 
recipients are Glenys and Mi-
chael Brennan, and Billie Pilch, 
with William Hornstra receiving 
the Youth award recipient.

Glenys and Michael Brennan 
have both worked tirelessly to 
help others. Glenys was nomi-
nated and received an award 
earlier this year from Andrew’s 
House for her wonderful volun-
teer work there. Both Glenys and 
Michael have volunteered at An-
drews House and at the Trafalgar 
Op Shop, where Glenys is cur-
rently President.  

The work from the Op Shop 
in turn supports the RSL, the Arts 
Centre and the Trafalgar Youth 
Group, as well as may other great 
causes.  The couple also help at 
the Trafalgar Youth Resource 
Centre, which they believe is very 
important to the town, and where 
they feel a little bit of attention 
and time, go a long way.  Glenys 
and Michael also volunteer at the 
Holden Museum.

 Michael has been running 
an amazing mentoring pro-

gram at Trafalgar High involv-
ing a boat building project, and 
this program has seen young 
people go on to volunteer at the 
Holden Museum. Both Glenys 
and Michael were surprised and 
humbled to be recipients of the 
Citizen of the Year Award. They 
feel like they have really only 
“represented all volunteers” and 
the amazing work that they do.

Billie Pilch is a busy mum, yet 
over recent years has been dedi-
cated to serving the community. 
Billie has been member of the 
Trafalgar Community Develop-
ment Association, and assisted 
with the Red ‘Welcome’ Bag 
project. Billie established the Tr-
afalgar Facebook page in 2013. 

Billie has also served on the 
Trafalgar Kindergarten Com-
mittee which raised almost ten 
thousand dollars for the Kinder 
through Trivia Night, Twilight 
Markets and in-house fundrais-
ing, and continues to represent 
the Kinder. 

Billie has been a great con-
tributor on the Trafalgar Play-
group Committee, where she is 
currently serving as Secretary.  In 
2016 Billie was also on the Tra-
falgar Primary P&F Committee. 
Billie has also been an impor-
tant part of the Battle of Trafal-
gar Committee over the last two 
years, carrying out a great Trivia 
Night, raising funds for the festi-
val. 

Billie’s specialty is certainly 

AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
Chandelle Brien

Youth award recipient William Hornstra with Citizen of the Year recipients Billie Pilch, Glenys and Michael Brennan, standing with Cr 
Darren Wallace

CFA and other emergency services working at Reid’s Stockfeeds on Waterloo Road

Colin Proctor
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fundraising, where she has 
raised many thousands of dol-
lars for local community groups. 
Fundraising is a diffi cult area, 
especially in a small town where 
often many businesses are ex-
hausted by the many community 
groups looking for donations.

It takes a special kind of person 
to relate to others, and have the 
great organisational skills to
carry out great fundraisers. 

Billie was quite overwhelmed 
by her nomination and very 
thankful to the community.

William Hornstra is an out-

standing young man with a long 
list of achievements. From Dux 
of Commercial Rd Primary in 
2011, William began what would 
be a stellar career at Trafalgar 
High in the H Class accelerated 
program. William has been on 
the Student Representative Coun-

cil (SRC) for the past two years 
and gone on to be the regional 
representative at the State Execu-
tive SRC.  In 2015 William rep-
resented Trafalgar Rotary club in 
MUNA 
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The fi rm known by many 
of Trafalgar residents as 
‘Johns and Waygood’s’ was 

founded by Samuel Perry in S.A. 
in 1897, when he set up a forge 
and foundry in Adelaide.  The 
fi rm went through many changes 
of name and function, fi nally end-
ing in the Trafalgar site, as ‘Web-
forge’.

It opened in Trafalgar in 1949, 
employing about 11 people. It oc-
cupied the site of the former Mc-
Crorey’s livery stable/garage, and 
Roy Robinson’s funeral parlour. 
Steel was shipped to it directly 
from BHP, carried by train and 

delivered by local contractors to 
the factory. In its heyday it em-
ployed up to 49 locals. It had a di-
rect power line from Hazelwood 
Power Station, as it drew so much 
power for its operations that it 
would have blacked out much of 
the town if it were connected to 
the local line. 

During the 1970s, the Tra-
falgar factory won several safety 
awards – one for 50,000 working 
hours without accident, and an-
other for 18 months of accident 
free work.  It produced steel grate 
fl ooring, much in demand for the 
booming mining industry at the 

time. It contributed $160,000 a 
year towards the town’s economy 
in the 1970s on transport, repairs 
and parts, beside wages for its 
workers. The building had four 
extensions over time, to house 
new machinery

Change began in 1986 when 
Boral took over the company 
who switched production to 
making guard rails. It was then 
sold on to Melwire and the fi nal 
owner, Webforge, closed the 
business in 1997. The property 
was sold to Fowlers in February 
1998. They continued their busi-
ness operations there until 2012 

Fowler’s building being wrecked November 2016Current cleared Fowler’s site

Johns and Waygood’s factory, later Fowler’s circa 1960s

In the early part of 2016, 
the Trafalgar Community 
Development Association’s 

(TCDA) library working group 
surveyed the community on cur-
rent library usage and on desire 
for Trafalgar to progress from 
its current service to a commu-
nity library hub.

Released online and pro-
moted over Facebook, the 
survey was also letterboxed to 
homes north of the railway and 
was available at IGA, The post 
offi ce, newsagency and Trafal-
gar High School. This gave us a 
wide range of respondents with 
especially wide range of age 
representation from childhood 
to senior years.

We looked at how often the 

community used the current 
mobile library service, with 80 
percent of respondents being 
users and 30 percent using the 
service at least once a week. 
55 percent of respondents also 
used other libraries. 

It was found that people 
used the mobile library for a 
wide range services beyond the 
traditional loaning of books 
with seeking support from staff 
at 38 percent and DVD loans 
also in that range. 20 percent 
of users were seeking internet 
services from the library and we 
note that the survey was done 
before the mobile library had 
its free Wi-Fi service fully set up 
and the TCDA believe that Wi-Fi 
will have increased the number 

of visitors who seek internet 
from the library service.

 In book loans, 31 percent 
seeking children’s books, 66 
percent seeking fi ction, and 70 
percent of users were looking 
for non-fi ction books, we know 
that the West Gippsland Regional 
Library Corporation have been 
going to great efforts to increase 
stock rotation over books and 
DVDs but the working group 
believe Trafalgar library users 
would get more range and diver-
sity if a static community library 
hub was established.

When we asked if people 
found limitations to access to 
the mobile library 13 percent re-
sponded yes, 40 percent no and 
several people selected the other 

category with many acknowledg-
ing the effort library staff go to so 
that accessibility can be offered 
to all current users. This was a 
very pleasing set of comments 
and the staff of the mobile service 
should be highly commended.

We asked the community to 
imagine the Library Hub was in 
place and asked what services 
you would use, internet access 
was at 60 percent a signifi cant 
increase on current usage, 80 
percent would be seeking books 
and magazines, children’s and 
early years programs would sup-
port 45 percent but we also of-
fered two other choices that the 
TCDA see a community library 
hub could support in Trafalgar, 
Local history resources get 55 

percent support and the return 
of Baw Baw Shire customer ser-
vice to Trafalgar via a library at-
tracted 70 percent support. 

It was promising to see that 
34 people offered other ideas, 
showing that the shire and li-
brary corporation would gain 
many great ideas when they do 
community consultation towards 
a community library hub.

So the fi nal and big question 
was, how many thought Trafalgar 
should have a community library 
hub and 3.14 percent said No, 
5.56 percent were not sure and 
88.10 percent were yes. 

The TCDA now needs to con-
tinue to advocate to not only our 
ward councillors but all council-
lors of Baw Baw Shire for a com-

munity library Hub to be devel-
oped in town. 

Desire and need have been 
established and the possibilities 
for what it can include are di-
verse but include support to the 
historical society and shire cus-
tomer service.

 The TCDA in 2016 met with 
Cr Wallace and Cr Kostas on this 
topic as well as with local MP 
Harriet Shing and the work will 
continue in 2017. We hope that 
you can join us in this effort, 
you may like to email or write to 
councillors, attend a meeting or 
even just keeping the conversa-
tion alive by chatting about what 
a community library hub could 
be like with your friends and 
family.

Community feedback on library hub

JOHNS AND WAYGOOD TO FOWLERS
AND WHO’S NEXT?

Jean Huffer 

when the property again came on 
the market. It remained unsold 
for some time.
In late 2016 demolition of the 

building commenced and was 
completed in February 2017. 
Presently the future of the site is 
not publicly known.

Summarised from an article 
in the Trafalgar and District’s 
‘Gazette’No, 78.

David Wombat Lyons
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Jenny Smart

The front page of the March 
2013 edition of Traf 
News announced that two 

students from Trafalgar High 
School had been accepted for 
entry to the Australian Defence 
Force Academy (ADFA) in Can-
berra.

ADFA is a unique partnership 
between the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) and the Univer-
sity of New South Wales (UNSW) 
which provides training and 
education for the future leaders 
of the Navy, Army and Air Force. 

At any time, approximately 
800 Navy Midshipmen and Army 
and Air Force Offi cer Cadets 
are enrolled in the three year 
training program at ADFA and 
another 300 are completing a 
fourth year of academic stud-
ies through UNSW. These cadets 
come from around Australia 
and, through military exchange 
programs, from 16 other De-
fence Forces around the world.

Selection for entry to ADFA is 
rigorous, highly competitive and 
places are highy prized. Those 
selected receive military and 
leadership training, study for a 
world-class degree, earn a sal-
ary while learning, and graduate 
with a great career and reduced 
higher education debt.

From an early age, Jack was 

determined to follow a Military 
career in the footsteps of his 
parents Brett and Jenny of Tra-
falgar East who both served for 
extensive periods in the Austra-
lian Army Reserve.

Jack Smart entered ADFA 
in 2013. His leadership quali-
ties had been established in his 
early years at St Joseph’s Prima-
ry School where he was School 
Captain and consolidated when 
he was appointed School Captain 
at Trafalgar High School. While 
not compulsory, it is strongly 
encouraged that each and every 
student at ADFA takes up at least 
one sport each year to develop 
their team, leadership and social 
skills. Jack’s involvement as a ju-
nior with the Trafalgar Football/
Netball Club served him in good 
stead while at ADFA where he 
played Australian Football and 
Rugby Union.

After three years at ADFA, 
Jack graduated as a Bachelor of 
Science. In 2016 he progressed 
to the Royal Military College, 
Duntroon for training as an Of-
fi cer in the Australian Army.

On 13 December 2016 Jack, 
along with 138 classmates grad-
uated from Duntroon and was 
presented with his Commission 
as a Lieutenant by the Governor 
General of Australia, His Excel-

lency General the Honour-
able Sir Peter Cosgrove AK 
MC (Retd) who himself had 
been commissioned as a 
Lieutenant at Duntroon on 
11 December 1968. 

Jack’s long term ambition 
has been to fl y helicopters 
and in mid-February 2017 
commenced fl ight training 
at Tamworth NSW, which will 

last about 10 months. He will 
then be posted to one of our 
military bases in Australia 
for further training.

As we mark ANZAC Day 
later this month, our thanks 
go to Jack and every other 
member of our community 
who has served with our 
forces. We are proud of each 
and every one of you.   

Jack with His Excellency General the Honourable Sir 
Peter Cosgrove AK, MC (Ret’d), Governor-General of
the Commonwealth of Australia.

In February the Trafalgar Ma-
sonic Lodge facilitated Fed-
eration Training to conduct 

a leadership training program. It 
provided future leaders with the 
opportunity to develop their lead-
ership skills and knowledge. The 
course was jointly developed by 
Federation Training and the Tra-
falgar Masonic Lodge to empower 
students to make a difference in 
the community.

Eleven students participated 
in the workshops held over three 
consecutive weeks. They dis-
cussed a range of topics including 
effective communication, man-
aging successful meetings and 
developing sustainable relation-
ships. The students were all keen 
to share their knowledge and 

experiences with the group and 
refl ected on their own personal 
leadership journey.

A graduation ceremony was 
hosted by the Trafalgar Masonic 
Lodge to recognise the achieve-
ments of these inspiring leaders. 
The evening was a wonderful op-
portunity to celebrate the groups 
diverse background and discuss 
future endeavours. 

Certifi cates were presented 
to participants by Right Worship-
ful Brother Keith Murray Deputy 
Grand Master of The United Grand 
Lodge of Victoria.

The Trafalgar Masonic Lodge 
would like to express its thanks 
to the United Grand Lodge of Vic-
toria for providing funding and 
support to the program, the 1st 

Trafalgar Scout Group for its sup-
port of the program and its con-
tinued commitment to the youth 
and citizens of Trafalgar, Bendigo 
Bank Trafalgar branch for in kind 
support to the participants, to the 
numerous individuals and busi-
nesses in Trafalgar who supported 
the program by posting fl yers or 
assisting in engaging participants.

 Also we acknowledge the 
fantastic contribution from Fiona 
Bristo from Federation Training 
for her enthusiasm and ability to 
bring out the best in her students. 
Mervyn Moon Master of the Tra-
falgar Lodge also thanked Keith 
Murray for his unwavering sup-
port and Greg Turner for his great 
ideas and hard work in making 
this happen.

Traf leadership training
Mervyn Moon

Leadership team with the participants of the course  standing from L to R  Haylee Oats, Andrew 
Moon, Emily Hornby, Fiona Bristo (Federation Training), Keith Murray (Deputy Grand Master 
Freemasonary Victoria), Megan Richards, Troy Oats, Moira Lamming, Mervyn Moon (Master Tra-
falgar Lodge), Bayley Marslen, William Hornstra, Megan Thege, Ken Peterson

T
students from Trafalgar High 
School had been accepted for 
entry to the Australian Defence 
Force Academy (ADFA) in Can-
berra.

between the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) and the Univer-
sity of New South Wales (UNSW) 
which provides training and 
education for the future leaders 
of the Navy, Army and Air Force. 

800 Navy Midshipmen and Army 
and Air Force Offi cer Cadets 
are enrolled in the three year 
training program at ADFA and 
another 300 are completing a 
fourth year of academic stud-
ies through UNSW. These cadets 
come from around Australia 
and, through military exchange 
programs, from 16 other De-
fence Forces around the world.

rigorous, highly competitive and 
places are highy prized. Those 
selected receive military and 
leadership training, study for a 
world-class degree, earn a sal-
ary while learning, and graduate 
with a great career and reduced 
higher education debt.

Jenny Smart
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Young people under the 
age of 18 were given the 
chance to explore creative 

activities during National Youth 
Week in two school holiday 
events hosted by the Trafalgar 
Youth Resource Centre. The two 
days of creative activity included 
photography and drumming and 
were presented by professional 
artists funded by State and Fed-
eral government grant money, as 
well as the generosity of the Tra-
falgar Op Shop that contribute 
ongoing support to the Youth Re-
source Centre and its programs. 

 “Volunteers from the centre 
joined in the workshops with the 
young people  and with the as-

sistance of professional artists 
from Melbourne, the youth who 
attended got the opportunity to 
come and try or improve on ex-
isting skills”, said David Lyons, a 
volunteer on the National Youth 
Week event.

This was a new activity for the 
volunteer run Trafalgar Youth 
Resource centre who in recent 
years has focused on community 
based high school aged student 
mentoring programs and whose 
past involvement in National 
Youth week has been in local 
government lead projects.

“It was fantastic to try some-
thing new and bring national 
youth week events to a smaller 

community” said David.
David further added, “On 

this occasion, families didn’t 
have to travel to a large town or 
to city to access creative activi-
ties, instead people travelled to 
Trafalgar with as well as local 
participants, young people from 
Willow Grove, Yarragon South, 
Moe, Morwell and Mirboo North 
participating.”

The workshops were given 
in-kind support from the West 
Gippsland Healthcare Group and 
Trafalgar High School and this 
assisted to provide the event free 
of charge to participants while 
ensuring the artists were paid for 
their workshops.

Celebrating National 
Youth Week in Trafalgar

Rokeby artist Roger Tirrell practicing the African Drum with the youth and there mentors.

THE TRAVELLER’S REST HOTEL

The Drumming workshop 
focused on African drumming 
and was led by Rokeby artist 
Roger Tirrell while the photog-
raphy workshop looked at smart 
phone and tablet cameras and 
how to create good images with 

Melbourne artists Mike Read and 
Christine McFetridge.

The youth centre is investigat-
ing other activities it can bring 
into the community for local 
youth and fundraising towards 
its annual operating costs with 

a ‘Garage sale’ at the Trafalgar 
Public Hall on Saturday, 20 May.

Commencing at 8am and 
community members with goods 
to donate can contact Centre 
president Marg Goodwin on 03 
5633 2313

David Wombat Lyons

On 3 November 1908 (the 
day Lord Nolan won the 
Melbourne Cup), Mi-

chael Holden, John’s Great Grand 
Father took over the wine and bil-
liards saloon, general store from 
Michael Hogan. It was an old 
weatherboard building with a tin 
roof, a wide verandah along the 
front, one storey at the front and 
two at the rear.

The store was at the far right 
hand end of the building and un-

der the same roofline. Very short-
ly after, Michael obtained a hotel 
licence and the Traveller’s Rest 
Hotel came into being. Through 
the hard work and enterprise of 
Michael and his wife Honoria, the 
hotel flourished.

They probably never imagined 
that 100 years later their great 
grandson, John Bantock, would 
be the present licencee of the 
Traveller’s Rest Hotel.

John’s Grandfather Tom (Mi-

chael and Honoria’s son) mar-
ried Eileen Sheehy on the 2 May 
1924. Eileen was working at the 
Trafalgar pub at the time. They 
started their married life in a pub 
with Eileen being the waitress and 
housemaid at the Thorpy pub in-
stead of Trafalgar. Over the years, 
Marie (John’s mother) was born 
in 1925, Pauline in 1929 and Car-
mel (Young) in 1932.

In 1936 the property directly 
across the road from the hotel, 

This piece was written by the late John Bantock; unfortunately he died when the building caught 
fire on Monday, 3 April. The regional town of Thorpdale is in bereavement after hearing the news of 
John passing in a fire which destroyed the community’s historic pub overnight.

John Bantock

The Travellers Rest Hotel in Thorpdale. Photo: FacebookThe earlier picture of Iconic Thorpdale pub

together with the adjourning 
building was purchased. The old 
building was demolished so that a 
new general store could be built. 
In 1937 the business conducted 
at the old general store, under 
the same roofline as the hotel, 
was transferred to the new store.  
Shortly after, plans for a new ho-
tel were drawn up.  The hotel was 
demolished, except for the old 
store which became a temporary 
bar during the construction of the 
new hotel.

The first brick of the new ho-
tel was laid on 11 August 1937. 
The hotel was completed and 
opened on 7 January 1938 and 

the ‘Argus’ (a newspaper of the 
time from Melbourne) had an 
article on 8 September 1937 with 
the headlines ‘Modern Hotel for 
Thorpdale’. Quotes from this ar-
ticle read ‘a link with the South 
Gippsland of 30 years ago was 
lost last month when the old Trav-
eller’s Rest Hotel of Thorpdale 
was demolished to make room 
for a modern new brick building, 
designed to cater for local needs 
and the increasing amount of 
road traffic at this hitherto beauty 
spot. The owner and Licencee 
(Mr Michael Holden) had held 
the licence since it was granted 
30 years ago. On the opening day, 

free drinks were laid on for one 
and all. Mr Holden used to recall 
that, “there were faces he had 
never seen and never saw again.”

In December 1939, shortly af-
ter war was declared, Mr and Mrs 
Holden left Thorpdale to take on 
a milk bar and cake shop in Bal-
larat.  The hard workload didn’t 
change and Marie, who later mar-
ried Frank Bantock, was to carry 
on. John is the fourth generation 
to work in the pub, starting with 
Michael and Honoria Holden, 
Tom and Eileen Holden, Marie 
and Frank Bantock and finally 
John.
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Sylvia Hill placed a wreath at the Trafalgar cenotaph on behalf of Legacy, assisted by her great granddaughter Jordyn Ralls.
Photo: Warragul Gazette

Trafalgar dawn service

By the middle of May, 
Trafalgar Fire Brigade 
has attended sixty sev-

en emergency call-outs. The 
weather over the summer pe-
riod was fairly mild compared 
to some recent years, but there 
was still a signifi cant number 
of running fi res in bushland, 
scrub and grass.

 Increased traffi c on the 
highway has led to more car 
and truck fi res and crashes, 
some quite serious. Among oth-
er structure fi res, the Brigade 
played a prominent role at the 
Thorpdale Hotel fi re, and there 
has been a number of gas leaks 
around the district. 

Brigade training has con-
tinued at full pace. Some of the 
newer members are in the pro-
cess of completing their Low 
Structure and breathing ap-
paratus training. The Suppress 
Wildfi re course is also under 
way. This is advanced training 
in fi re weather, fi re behaviour, 
communications, and construc-
tion of control lines, asset pro-
tection and fi re line safety. 

Most Monday evenings sees 
the Brigade either honing skills 
at the station or out and about 
the town and district practising 
fi re attacks.  Training aims to 
get it right and then get it right 

Busiest year ever for brigade 
Colin Proctor

Brigade members busy working

fast. Newer offi cers and other members 
have the chance to develop skills being 
incident controllers.

New members are always welcome, 
both those who may be available during 
the day or after normal working hours. 

Please phone District Headquarters on 
1800 663 234 if you might be interested 
in joining the team.

Lest we forgetLest we forget

A Baw Baw Shire staff mem-
ber will provide two hours 
a week service to the Baw 

Baw zero emissions project.
A report to council said the 

Baw Baw Sustainability Network 
(BBSN) was partnering with Be-
yond Zero Emissions (BZE) to 
develop a plan to assess the fea-
sibility of transitioning the Baw 
Baw municipality from stationary 
energy (electricity and gas) to 
100 per cent renewable energy 
by 2027. 

After considering a request 
from its advisory committee 
Environmental Voice, coun-
cil agreed to provide up to two 
hours per week of offi cer in-kind 
time to support the project.

The three major objectives of 
the project are:

Preparing a report outlining 
the municipality’s baseline use 
of energy across domestic, com-
mercial and industrial sectors;

Organising and hosting com-
munity engagement workshops; 
and preparing the energy transi-
tion plan.

“Development of an energy 
transition plan will identify the 
gap between the municipality’s 
current energy consumption 
and renewable energy genera-
tion and the ultimate needs and 
costs of transitioning the station-
ary energy sector to 100 per cent 
renewable energy by 2027,” of-
fi cers said.

“Development of this energy 
transition plan will identify fea-
sible opportunities to further 
transition our municipality to 

renewable energy in the future. 
The plan will also assist with the 
identifi cation of new and poten-
tial job and business opportuni-
ties within our community.

“Increasing Baw Baw Shire’s 
proportion of renewable energy 
use in the future will contribute 
to further reductions in global 
carbon emissions,” the report 
said.

Council’s Environmental 
Voice advisory committee was 
briefed by the BBSN on the proj-
ect. The committee resolved to 
present its recommendation for 
council to allocate in-kind sup-
port to the project.

The project has been funded 
by The Lord Mayor’s Charitable 
Fund to the value of $16,000.

Provision of in-kind offi cer 

support for one to two hours a 
week is estimated to provide a 
monetary contribution of up to 
$3000 to the project over a six-
month period.

No community consultation 
has occurred as yet, although 
the project involves conduct-
ing two community engagement 
workshops. The fi rst workshop 
will aim to gather local expertise 
which will contribute to the proj-
ect and the second workshop 
will target the broader commu-
nity about the project.

Cr Peter Kostos said council 
had already achieved great re-
ductions in its emissions.

He said council staff had 
done extensive work in putting 
solar panels on council buildings 
to reduce its footprint.

He said council also had 
spent money on replacing street 
lights with LED lightning, which 
was another way of reducing 
emissions.

“Hopefully we can get further 
towards the 100 per cent mark,” 
he said.

Cr Darren Wallace said coun-
cil needed to support this advi-
sory committee.

He said renewable energy in 
the Latrobe Valley was a debat-
able subject.  

“The thought of it is not for 
everyone.  We have to give it a lot 
of thought,” he said.

Cr Michael Leaney said this 
project had $16,000 funding.  

“I agree that the reality of 100 
per cent may not be achievable 
but there is only one way to fi nd 

out.  We have no idea of our gas 
and electricity usage,” he said.

Cr Danny Goss spoke against 
the motion, while admitting it 
was not “politically correct to 
oppose it.”

Cr Goss said he was opposed 
to council resources being used 
for two hours a week on an issue 
that was the federal government’s 
responsibility.

“I was elected to spend rate-
payers’ money wisely and this is 
not a wise use,” he said.

Mayor Joe Gauci said he be-
lieved the project warranted the 
time council was putting into it.

“For the sake of two hours in 
kind I think it’s worth it because 
we would spend more on a con-
sultant,” he said.

Source: Warragul Gazette
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Gippsland writer Phoebe 
Hicks has launched a 
new creative project 

called ‘Faces of Gippsland’ that 
tells the human stories of local 
people and their contribution to 
the Gippsland region.  

The website which is called 
www.facesofgippsland.com has 
had an overwhelming response, 
with hundreds of people locally 
engaging with the unique stories 
online.

“The project was established 
to showcase the amazing people 
who contribute, live and work 
in Gippsland,” said Phoebe, 
who writes under the name of 
“Phoebe Rae”.

“We as Gippslanders are re-
luctant to toot our own horns 
and the reality is everyone does 
want to fi nd out about the great 
human stories behind normal 
everyday people and their lives 
in the region.”

Since it’s launch there have 
been four local stories featured 
on the website, with hundreds of 
people going online to read and 
share them.

“ The fi rst story featured was 
Rachael Elyswk, who was a sur-
vivor of the black Saturday fi res, 
who has drawn on her strengths 
and is now a Doula and Mas-

sage Therapist who specialises 
in women’s health and holistic 
therapies.” said Phoebe.

Phoebe is now looking for 
people who want to submit their 
stories online on the website, 
you can fi ll in a submission form 
and even nominate someone 
they think should be featured. 

“It doesn’t matter if you’re 
from Mallacoota, Drouin or 
Foster, I would like to feature 
people from all over Gippsland, 
in all walks of life, including vol-
unteers, business people, chari-
ties and community groups, 
everyone can hop online and 
submit your story and send us a 
photograph.” said Phoebe.

 “Many people from around 
the world have become locals 
here in Gippsland.  Many of the 
stories here highlight that if you 
contribute locally and put your-
self out there, whether you are 
from here or not, that Gippsland 
is a wonderful and welcoming 
place to live.”

If you would like to submit 
your story to Faces of Gippsland, 
please use the “Submit Your Sto-
ry” form and answer the ques-
tions at www.facesofgippsland.
com and send a high qual-
ity photo to: facesofgippsland
@gmail.com.

The stories behind faces of Gippsland

Gippsland writer Phoebe Hicks

Eimear McNelis 

Council aims for zero emissions
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Baw Baw Shire Council has released fi nd-
ings from the 2017 Community Satisfac-
tion Survey identifying mixed results of 

areas with increased performance and areas 
with room for improvement.

The annual survey is carried out by the De-
partment of Environment, Land, Water and Plan-
ning (DELWP) on behalf of Victorian Councils, 
this year from 1 February to 30 March 2017.

The survey is conducted annually by tele-
phone, interviewing a sample of 400 Baw Baw 
Shire residents (aged over 18) across all gen-
der and age groups representative of the local 
population.

Mayor of Baw Baw Shire Councillor Joe 
Gauci said it was encouraging to see improve-
ments from last year across four of the seven 
performance measures including overall perfor-
mance, overall direction and sealed local road 
conditions.

“We are pleased to see some satisfaction 
points on the rise, but as councillors we are still 
not entirely satisfi ed with these results and we’ll 
be working hard over the next 12 months to ad-
dress areas that need improvement.

“In our new council plan, we’ve identifi ed 
amongst other priorities the need for continu-
ous improvement, and the community’s experi-

ence of using our services. 
“Customer service is one area that we con-

tinue to do well in and although satisfaction 
is slightly down from last year, it remains our 
strongest performing area which is a positive 
sign.

“Overall the survey results indicate improve-
ments in some areas, stability in others, and 
some performance declines too, however we 
want to assure our community that council is 
continually striving for customer excellence in 
all service areas and these results will help in-
form our business planning and guide our fu-
ture direction.

The mayor also expressed his appreciation 
to the community members that participated in 
the survey.

“I would like to thank all the members of 
the Baw Baw community for their feedback and 
participation in the state-wide survey,” said the 
mayor.

Council encourages the community to pro-
vide their feedback at any time throughout the 
year by contacting the Customer Service team or 
local councillors.

For the full survey results, go to Community 
Satisfaction Survey.

Dalton Templeton an ap-
prentice farrier was 
awarded the prestigious 

Russell Turner Encouragement 
Award at a recent meeting of the 
Lions Club of Trafalgar. 

It is the 21st year the award 
has been presented to com-
memorate the memory of former 
Trafalgar Lions Club member 
Russ Turner who died tragically 
in 1996. He was a club mem-
ber for 25 years, serving as club 
president in 1982-83 and was a 
wonderful worker for the club 
and the community.

Dalton was presented with a 
cheque for $1000 by club presi-
dent Ian Bosma

This year there were two 
other applicants for the award, 
Brandon Taylor an apprentice 
Boiler Maker – Engineering 
Fabrication employed at Austra-
lian Trailer Manufactures and 
Michael Rosato an Agricultural 
Mechanic at Traf Tractor & Ma-
chinery 

President Ian Bosma con-
gratulated Dalton on his win 
and wished all applicants suc-
cess in their chosen careers. He 
also thanked Neil Grimshaw, the 
Chairman of the judging panel 
for his insightful presentation of 
the prestigious award. 

Prestigious Russ Turner
encouragement award winner

Trafalgar Lions president Ian Bosma presents a cheque for $1,000 to Dalton Templeton. 

 Lynne Byrne

Mixed results of community satisfaction survey
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Saturday School at Trafalgar Primary
Margaret Darvill

Many excited kinder chil-
dren attended a special 
‘Saturday School’  on 5 

August that was held at Trafalgar 
Primary School (TPS).

Saturday School provided a 
great opportunity for children 
to have their fi rst experience of 
school, to meet the teachers and to 
create a positive attitude towards 
school before their transition into 
Prep next year. 
The morning began in the library 
with story time, where children 
and families enjoyed reading a 
book together about a little girl’s 
fi rst day of school.  
It was then time to explore the 
school and children engaged in a 
variety of different activities that 
enabled them to experience the 
many exciting subjects on offer at 
Trafalgar Primary School. It will be 
followed up with several ‘transi-
tion’ sessions in term four.

Earn and Learn
One of the highlights of the school 
year for year six students is the 
Earn and Learn Market Day. Earn 
and Learn is a modifi ed fi nancial 
awareness program where learn-
ers worked in groups of two or 
three to develop and operate a 
small business stall. They had to 
develop skills around budgeting, 
advertising, selling and record 
keeping.

As they had to work coopera-
tively with their partners, they also 
had to exercise negotiating skills in 
planning what they would be sell-
ing and in not going over the bud-
get (set by teachers.) Brandi said 

that “it was really hard not going 
over budget, but we did it.” Beth 
and Kianna had to negotiate what 
to keep of the interesting games 
they would come up with for their 
‘competition corner’ in order to 
meet their budget, fi nally coming 
in just under the $30 upper limit. 

On the day, pupils from grades 
four and fi ve, each given $6 to 
spend got to walk around and 
check out the wares on offer, be-
fore choosing which goods to 
purchase. Cakes, biscuits, sweets, 
drinks, and popcorn were avail-
able - some made at home and 
some made to order on the day.  

Other activities for sale in-
cluded hair braiding, a paper 
plane competition, the chance to 
participate in a nerf gun skirmish, 
basketball shoots, and a ‘guess the 
number of smarties in a jar’ com-
petition. 
All groups made a profi t at the end 
of the day – although, for some, 
creative accounting around the 
return of unused goods, was nec-
essary.

Eisteddfod success
On Saturday 29 July, a few
music students for TPS competed 
in the drum section of the West 
Gippsland Music and Drama Ei-
steddfod. The drummers, taught 
by Pete Brown, performed very 
well with great results. 

Congratulations to Jed W and 
Darcy A, who place equal third. 
Mikaela G, Max J and Sharni W 
received honourable mentions. 
Sharni also received the Russell 
Broadbent encouragement award. Jed Walker with drum teacher Mr Pete Brown

Traineeships are key to lo-
cal employers helping 
overcome unemployment 

barriers facing the community. 
The global fi nancial crisis 

(GFC) of 2007-2008 rocked the 
world of employment and many 
communities just like the Baw 
Baw Shire are still scrabbling to 
overcome their unemployment 
rates. 

In an effort to address these 
needs and invest in the future 

of employees, the Trafalgar and 
District Community Bank branch 
are committing to taking on a 
new trainee with the hopes of 
providing long term employment 
following the program.

Manager of the Trafalgar and 
District Community Bank, Phil 
Drummond says;

“We hope that through 
implementing our traineeship 
program, we will encourage 
likeminded organisations to do 

something similar to give our 
youth a good start in their ca-
reers and together, do our bit for 
the community. 

This will help reduce the 
rate of local unemployment and 
through investing in training and 
personal development opportu-
nities, will help secure a future 
of employment for our commu-
nity.”

The Department of Social 
Services data shows that as of 

January 2015, youth unemploy-
ment rates sit at 14 per cent, 
while the number of long-term 
unemployed Australians since 
the GFC has increased by 150 
per cent. 

Of the children under 15 
years of age in the Baw Baw 
Shire, 13 per cent are living in 
a jobless family according to the 
Gippsland PHN Local Govern-
ment Needs Assessment Initiative 
held in 2016. 

In a 2015 Baw Baw Citizen 
article, chief executive offi cer 
of the Baw Baw Local Learn-
ing and Employment Network, 
Mick Murphy suggested that the 
statistics hide true youth unem-
ployment rates, as they do not 
account for the levels of under-
employment, with many working 
such minimal hours as to not en-
able them to live off their wage.

Australian Bureau of Statistics 
released staggering data which 

shows that approximately 90 
per cent of new jobs created in 
Australia were only part-time or 
casual.

Conversations need to be had 
surrounding the hidden statis-
tics of unpaid internships found 
to be driving up unemployment 
rates. A trend is emerging in the 
Australian workforce climate 
which is very closely following 
that of American soil whereby

Traineeship tackles unemployment tensions
   Kirsty Le Boeuf
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Trafalgar CFA takes on the fi refi ghter stair climb challenge
Marcus Barker

Mark Walshe crosses the fi nish line after climbing 28 fl oors with 
25 kgs of fi refi ghting equipment

Book launch at Trafalgar Train Station Arts SpaceChristine McFetridge’s photobook created with support from a grant of the Baw Baw Shire.

Six members of the Trafal-
gar CFA Brigade travelled 
to Melbourne on Saturday, 

2 September to “Step up to fi ght 
Depression, PTSD and Suicide” 
by climbing up the 28 fl oors of 
Crown Metropol Hotel. Wear-
ing 25kgs of Turnout Gear and 
Breathing Apparatus, Fire fi ght-
ers Brian Mynard, Mark Walshe, 
Brad Stammers, Michael Ja-

cobs, Glenn Goodin and Marcus 
Barker took up the challenge of 
training up to be able to climb 
the 28 fl oors. Training involved 
lots of physical training ses-
sions, climbing lots of hills in 
the Uralla Nature Reserve and 
culminated with three climbs 
up the Yallourn Power Station to 
around the same height of the 
Crown Metropol Hotel.

Each fi refi ghter was tasked 
with raising money for the great 
cause and all donations went 
to Lifeline and the Black Dog 
Institute. The Trafalgar Brigade 
raised $2,675. The fi refi ghters 
were well supported by friends 
and family on the day and then 
all went out to celebrate on 
Southbank afterwards.

Quickest time from the 

Trafalgar members came from 
Brad Stammers who climbed 
the 28 fl oors in six minutes 
exactly. All members were very 
happy with their times and are 
already keen to try for better 
times next year!

Trafalgar resident Rohan 
Taylor also participated and was 
on the Morwell CFA team where 
he is a full time fi refi ghter.

Celebration of Christine 
McFetridge’s work was 
held at the Trafalgar Train 

Station Arts Space on Saturday, 
16 September. With around 50 
people in attendance, the launch 
was a great success. Work on dis-
play included photographs from 
the ‘Artist in Residence Program’ 
and the photobook created with 
support from a grant of the Baw 
Baw Shire.

Trafalgar Community De-
velopment Authority (TCDA), 
Baw Baw Arts Alliance, Creative 
Gippsland and the Baw Baw 

Shire have supported this pro-
jected over the last year.  Trafal-
gar IGA and the Spud Shed were 
major sponsors of food and 
drink for the exhibition and as 
well as the Baw Baw Arts Alliance 
generously offered their venue 
Arts Space.

Christine beautifully acknowl-
edges the role of volunteerism 
in Trafalgar in her photo book 
and writes, “volunteering as ‘a 
time willingly given for the com-
mon good and without fi nancial 
gain’, In a small rural town like 
Trafalgar, which has a population 

of 3,621, volunteering has a tan-
gible effect on one’s sense of be-
longing and is a crucial to form-
ing   positive relationships with 
different community groups.”

Christine’s photos and pho-
tobook will create a lasting 
memory of Trafalgar. The work is 
a great tribute to volunteers and  
to our wonderful town.

The TCDA looks forward to 
many more successful projects 
in the future and would like to 
thank groups and individuals for 
their support and involvement in 
the project.

Along the Path of the Sun 

Trafalgar CFA Brigade members from left Glenn Goodin, Brian Mynard, Brad Stammers, Marcus Barker, Mark Walshe and Michael Jacobs
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Trafalgar Holden Museum 
commemorated the end of 
Holden production in Aus-

tralia on Sunday 22 October with 
a massive gathering of vehicles in 
the town.

The museum celebrated the 
history of the iconic car manu-
facturer just two days after the 
last Australian-made Holden 
rolled off the line on 20 October.

After 69 years of local pro-
duction of the Holden, the pro-
duction line in the South Austra-
lian suburb of Elizabeth, will fall 
silent.

Echoing all the sentiments 
from Holden enthusiasts, it is sad 
to see the closing of the manu-

facturing of vehicles within Aus-
tralia but it was amazing to see 
the amount of cars that came 
for the day and the passion that 
is present for the vehicle brand 
known as Holden.

The Trafalgar Holden Mu-
seum and in fact the entire town, 
was a buzz of excitement as the 
cars rolled through, parked 
near the museum and township 
and also went on their ‘cruise’ 
throughout the region. 

All the iconic Holden’s were 
represented from the very fi rst 
48-215 (FX) built in 1948 
through to the legendary Mon-
aros and Commodores and also 
everything that was built in be-

tween. Including the iconic EH 
series and through to the mass 
selling HQ range of vehicles. Ad-
ditionally, there were the Tora-
nas, Gemini’s and other rare and 
classic Holdens on display for all 
to see.

There were over 1000 vehi-
cles present for the day and they 
travelled from all over the state 
of Victoria with some vehicles 
coming from interstate to attend. 
With a display inside the muse-
um showcasing all the ‘chrome 
bumper’ editions of the famous 
brand and then all the other ver-
sions that gathered in all their 
glory outside. 

The ceremony that was held, 

honoured the iconic legacy that 
the Holden brand will leave 
behind with those attending re-
membering the last 69 years of 
Australian production. Neil Join-
er spoke about what the branch 
means to him and his family and 
the connection that he has with 
the Holden car. Finally leading 
into the ‘cruise’ that travelled 
the back roads locally. With the 
amount of cars that attended this 
was a cruise of almighty propor-
tions! There was a line of cars 
that stretched, for what seemed 
like, kilometres.

It has been a credit to Neil 
Joiner and his staff of volunteers 
who organised this event.

Holden museum commemorates 
end of an era
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The November edition cel-
ebrated the 200th publi-
cation of Trafalgar’s com-

munity newspaper, a signifi cant 
event.

The very fi rst issue of Trafal-
gar’s free monthly community 
newspaper Traf News appeared 
in October 1999. It was printed 
on the small A4 sheet with no co-
lour and consisted of 12 pages. 
The following are the contents of 
that fi rst issue:

The front page reported on 
the coming ‘Battle of Trafalgar’ 
and the various activities to be 
held. It also had a photo of stu-
dents from the Trafalgar Primary 
School trying out their card-
board boats in readiness for the 
‘Battle’.

The second page contained 
an editorial and a ‘Welcome to 
the fi rst issue of 

Traf News’. Mick Bourke was 
the chair-person (editor) who 
hoped all would enjoy this fi rst 
issue and support the paper in 
the future.

Page three documented the 
real ‘Battle of Trafalgar’ which 
took place on 21 October 1805, 
and which many historians claim 
to be the greatest navel battle 
ever fought.

Page four reported that the 
Trafalgar Golf Club had taken 
out the Healthy Club Award for 
Victoria at the Professional Golf 
Association of Victoria Annual 
Presentation Night. The club 
won the award by providing a 
healthy environment for its 550 

members and visitors to the 
club. Other news was a call for 
Australia Day nominations, and 
news from the Baw Baw Shire by 
Kevin Carmody. 

Page fi ve was given over to 
a profi le on Sheila Ferguson 
M.B.E. for her 53 years of com-
munity service. (Sheila was the 
wife of local doctor William Fer-
guson).

Page six contained a calendar 
of ‘What’s On In Traf’ in October, 
and a reminder of the Vintage 
Tractor and Machinery Exhibi-
tion at the Recreation Ground on 
24 October. Also included was a 
photo of Trafalgar from the hills 
and a street scene.

Page seven was headed by 
two columns of ‘Remember 
When’, (a feature which has 
survived to this day) with items 
from the papers of 1974. There 
was also an article on the Trafal-
gar Probus Club which had 120 
members.

Page eight was for young 
people and titled ‘Tap In’. It was 
written by Kate Grayham who 
was the Community Develop-
ment Youth Worker employed 
by the Trafalgar Youth Resource 
Centre and the West Gippsland 
Healthcare Group. It talked 
about a joint project between 
the TYCR and the Trafalgar High 
School, a youth arts programme 
and plans for a skate bowl in 
Trafalgar.

Page nine contained ‘News 
from the Schools’ with the 
Trafalgar Primary School busy 

building cardboard boats for the 
coming ‘Battle’. They were also 
in the fi nal preparation stages 
for a musical production titled 
‘The Wizard That Was’, loosely 
based on the classic ‘The Wizard 
of Oz’.

St. Joseph’s School had held 
a concert in the Trafalgar Pub-
lic Hall with approximately 350 
people in attendance and the 
Trafalgar High School VCE Year 
Legal Studies students took part 
in a ‘Legal Studies Program’ 
organised by Mr Mick Bourke, 
senior registrar of Gippsland’s 
magistrates’ courts.

Page 10 had reports from 
the Narracan Shire Garden Club 
wishing the new Traf News all 
the best for the future and hoped 
that readers would get behind 
it with their news, notices and 
interesting stories to help make 
the paper a big success.

The Lions Club also informed 
readers that it had 32 members 
and would be celebrating its 30th 
anniversary in April, 2000. Club 
activities over the years included 
the Russ Turner Apprentice En-
couragement Award (still going 
today), a Mardi-Gras, Youth of 
the Year, Wine and Cheese Night, 
Australia Day Breakfast and sup-
port for Andrews House (includ-
ing a $10,000 commitment over 
fi ve years).

Page 11 told us that the Tra-
falgar Wine Club held its meet-
ings at Nelson’s Restaurant in Tr-
afalgar. The theme for the night 
was “Pinot Noir” wines. As is the 

rule, each participant brought a 
bottle of wine. There is always 
fi erce competition for “wine of 
the night” and a scramble to 
avoid being nominated as the 
person who brought the “dog of 
the night”, (usually the wine no-
one can drink).

The Uniting Church Craft 
Group had a report on their ac-
tivities in which they said they 
had been meeting for more than 
19 years. Also members of the 
Trafalgar Girl Guides had been 
selected to take part in the Aus-
tralian International Guide Jam-
boree to be held at the Watson 
Park Convention Centre, near 
Brisbane in January 2000.

The last page of this fi rst issue 
of Traf News contained updates 
from local sporting clubs. The 
Tennis Club reported that the 
new courts were recently com-
pleted and a new clubhouse was 
on the drawing board. The club 
was looking forward to a great 
start to the new millennium.

The Trafalgar Junior Soccer 
Club had just completed another 
successful season showing the 
opposition that Trafalgar may be 
a small town but their competi-
tive spirit is huge. The Trafalgar 
Golf Club was ready to start their 
twilight season off on 11 Novem-
ber with a nine-hole event for 
members and visitors.

For only $2 anyone, from the 
highly experienced to the com-
plete novice, could attend and 
enjoy the great facilities that the 
Trafalgar Golf Club provides.

Footnote: The last local pa-
per before Traf News was ‘The 
Trafalgar News’ which was pub-
lished by K. S. Hopkins of the 
Warragul Gazette.

It ceased publication in July 
1988 and Trafalgar was then 
without a real local paper until 
the Trafalgar Community Devel-
opment Association suggested 
that the town once again needed 
a voice through a community 
paper.

It has been a wonderful suc-

cess with circulation growing 
from 1800 copies in 2000 to 
3000 today. With the paper now 
tabloid in size, and in colour, it is 
an attractive and well-presented 
paper.

Credit must go to Mick 
Bourke (former editor) and all 
who have worked on the paper 
over the years in making Traf 
News such a success. In April 
2016, local resident Arfa Khan 
took over as editor from Mick 
Bourke. “Long Live Traf News”.

Our Community Newspaper: Traf News
   Jack McDonald

Trafalgar Pharmacy News
Miriam Tawfi k

Dehydration happens 
when your body is using 
fl uids at a faster rate than 

you are consuming them. Stay-
ing hydrated is one of the most 
essential ways to stay healthy, yet 
most of us become dehydrated 
without even realising it. If you 
fi nd yourself feeling thirsty, then 
you are already suffi ciently dehy-
drated. 
Did you know that our bodies 
are made up of over 60 percent 
water? This means that we need 
to replenish our bodies with 
fl uids to function properly. And 
that doesn’t include an icy cold 
beer on a summer afternoon! 
Our bodies need water (H2O) to 
perform at their best. 

Dangers of heat 
stroke 
The body is normally very effec-
tive at cooling itself. You lose 
some heat through your skin by 

Summer and dehydration

sweating; however, when you 
become dehydrated, your body 
is unable to produce enough 
sweat to cool itself. As a result, 
your body temperature can rise 
to 40 degrees or higher and heat 
stroke can strike. 
Heatstroke can go from bad to 
worse in a very short period of 
time, and can even lead to death 
if not treated properly. Don’t let 
a summer BBQ in the sun turn 
into an emergency - drink plenty 
of water to combat heat stroke. 

Tips to stay hydrated 
It is important to recognize signs 
of dehydration. There are three 
simple steps that can be used to 
ensure you are drinking enough 
fl uids and avoiding dehydration: 

Check your thirst:
If you are thirsty or have a dry 
mouth, you are not drinking 
enough water. Make sure you are 

consuming 8 glasses a day and 
even more on hotter days. 

Check your urine: 
If your urine is light yellow or 
clear, this means that you are 
drinking enough fl uids. On the 
other hand, if your urine is dark 
and has a strong smell, you may 
be dehydrated. 

Check your mood:
If you have a headache, feel light 
headed or tired, these could be 
signs of dehydration. 

If you fi nd you get dehydrated 
easily, try an oral rehydration so-
lution this works to reverse de-
hydration through replenishing 
electrolytes which are essential 
for helping us feel awake, alert 

and alive. You may have heard 
of electrolytes before in popular 
sports drinks as they are a quick 
and extremely effective way to re-
hydrate the body and fl uid stores. 
Oral rehydration solutions can 

be taken to combat the effects of 
hydration whether that is in the 
sun, at work, or is even useful 
when travelling long distances.  

There are many different options 

available when it comes to Oral 
rehydration solutions, with a 
wide range of fl avours and forms 
such as sachets, effervescent tab-
lets, ready-to-drink bottles and 
even icy-poles! 

While out and about enjoying the summer weather,
it can be hard to remember to keep fl uid levels up.
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Farming NewsDEPI articles selected by Greg Turner

TRAFALGAR MONTHLY RAINFALL

This graph compares the monthly rainfall received in Trafalgar in 2017 with, 2014, 2015 and 2016 
and average monthly rainfall since records began. 
The monthly rainfall for October 2016 was 99mm
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For appointments call Jess: 0419 426 460
84 Moore Street, Moe.

Hydrobath 
Maintenance and full grooms 
Nail clipping

Est. 1966 

(03) 5633 1129
16 Contingent Street, Trafalgar 

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Est. 1966 

 Trafalgar Men
and Boys Wear

• Kids High-Vis 
Clothing

• Work Polo’s
• Action Back 

Overalls
• Cargo Shorts

& Pants& Pants& Pants

Fast
Selling

But still taking orders

Trafalgar Hotel

The Management & Staff
Trafalgar Hotel

Trafalgar Hotel
CRITERION

We wish our
Valued Customers 

A
Merry Christmas

&
Happy New Year

Farmers often report that 
rapid changes to a dairy 
cow’s diet can lead to dra-

matic reductions in milk yield, 
presumably caused by variable 
feed intake, disrupted rumen 
function and possible health 
problems. 

This often happens in late 
spring or early summer when 

concentrates are introduced 
into a mostly pasture diet, or in 
autumn when pasture availabil-
ity increases and concentrates 
are withdrawn. 

A research project by Agri-
culture Victoria researchers at 
Ellinbank is focusing on reduc-
ing these negative effects by re-
defi ning the recommendations 
around diet changeovers in 
dairy systems. 

An initial experiment con-
ducted by PhD student and re-
search scientist, Victoria Russo, 
investigated the use of different 
strategies for introducing in-
creased amounts of wheat grain 
into the diet of late lactation 
cows previously being fed only 
lucerne cubes. 

The wheat was introduced 

either rapidly over six days, 
or gradually over 12 days, and 
either in large increments of 
2.7kg or small increments of 
1.3kg. 

The results were unexpected 
in that they showed that no mat-
ter which strategy was used, 
there were no detrimental ef-
fects of grain introduction on 
intake, milk yield or ruminal 
pH, and nor were there any 
signs of acidosis. 

“We think the lucerne cubes 
helped to buffer the pH of the 
rumen, preventing the drop 
in ruminal pH that is typically 
seen when a highly fermentable 
starch source is fed with fresh 
pasture,” Ms Russo said. 

“This suggests that the effects 
of diet changeovers on rumen 

function are driven not only 
by the characteristics of the 
grain being introduced but also 
by those of the forage.” 

Ms Russo, in light of the re-
sults of that fi rst experiment, 
then refi ned a method for as-
sessing the buffering capacity 
of different forages by titrating 
them against hydrochloric acid 
using it to screen 150 samples 

of forage, both fresh and con-
served. 

Results so far suggest that 
the effects of diet changeovers 
on rumen function are driven 
not only by the characteristics 
of the grain being introduced 
but also by those of the forage. 

If farmers need to introduce 
grain quickly it pays to also con-
sider the base forage as a way of 
preventing dramatic declines in 
ruminal pH. 

For more information con-
tact Agriculture Victoria’s Vic-
toria Russo, email: victoria.
russo@ecodev.vic.gov.au

Parasites thriving in 
pastures
Experiencing well below aver-
age winter rainfall for south and
east Gippsland is creating pas-
ture defi cits on grazing land and
concerns for a dry spring.
This has prompted a warning by 
Agriculture Victoria’s animal
health staff about the poor sea-
son for livestock, compounded
by increased parasitism.
Agriculture Victoria Senior Vet-
erinary Offi cer Dianne Phillips
said wet, cooler summers over 

the last couple of years in east
Gippsland have favoured the 
survival of parasite larvae.
“Pastures in east Gippsland are 
now very short and we are
seeing both heavy burdens of in-
ternal parasitism and rapid
reinfestation after drenching,” 
Dr Phillips said.
“This underlines the need for 
comprehensive and adequate
pasture management.
“In particular, if farmers have 
no clean paddocks they should
regularly monitor worm egg 
counts, in susceptible livestock, 
to enable timely treatment.”
Livestock with heavy worm bur-
dens suffer protein loss, blood
loss with Barbers Pole worms 
and over time scarring of the
lining of the stomach and intes-
tines may occur.
“To maximise the ability of live-
stock to utilise available and
supplementary feed, ensure 
your vaccinations, worm
treatments and lice treatments 
are up all to date,” Dr Phillips
said.
“Untreated parasitism causes 
disease and may result in death
of affected livestock.”

Agriculture Victoria animal 
health staff are available for 
general assistance, and specifi c 
advice for your situation should 
be
sought from your regular veteri-
nary practitioner

Dairy Industry 
Rural Skills Connect 
Program
The Rural Skills Connect (RSC) 
Program will assist dairy
industry personnel who need or 
want to seek new employment
or explore new opportunities 
through training.
This program aims to provide 
employment and training
guidance for dairy farmers, 
their family members or em-
ployees,
and affected dairy farm service 
providers.
For further information or a 
confi dential conversation, con-
tact
the Program Manager for 
RSC in the Gippsland region - 
Karen Baum (03) 5116 7300 or 
Karen.Baurn@ecodev.vic.gov.au

The Dairy Farmer Central web-
site contains more information
on a variety of programs for the 
dairy industry, including
through:Dairy Australia’s Tactic 
for Tight Times and Taking
Stock programs, which provide 
specialist one-to-one farm
business support.
The Rural Financial Counselling 
Service, which provides
free fi nancial counselling to 
farmers experiencing fi nancial 
hardship.
Increased support is also focus-
ing on ensuring the health
and wellbeing of farmers and 
communities, including
through:
Mental Health First Aid Training, 
which is giving the
community valuable informa-
tion about mental health
issues and where to get help for 
themselves, their friends
or family.
Lifeline on 13 11 14.
Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636.
Find out more at Dairy Farmer 
Central -www.dairyfarmercen-
tral.com.auhip.

 An appetite for change
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Erica Transfer Station

Council News
To keep our community up to date, we’re bringing Council News to you online, on air and in 
print. For more information and updates, visit Council’s Facebook page, Twitter feed, or website at                     
www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au facebook.com/bawbawshirecouncil @bawbawcouncil@bawbawshire

Celebrate Christmas Carols 
Across the Shire
If you love Christmas as much as we 
do, save the date and come along to the 
various carols events happening across 
the Shire!
Drouin Carols by Candlelight 
Saturday 16 December 
7.30pm to 9.30pm 
Keith Pretty Soundshell, Civic Park
Jindivick Carols by Dappled Light 
Sunday 17 December  
4.00pm to 8.00pm 
Nangara Reserve
Thorpdale Christmas Carols 
Sunday 17 December 
From 7.00pm  
Wesleyan Methodist Church
Trafalgar Community Carols 
Wednesday 20 December  
From 7.30pm 
Outside the Uniting Church/Public Hall
Neerim District Christmas Carols 
Friday 22 December 
6.30pm to 10.30pm 
Neerim South Recreation Reserve
Warragul Community Carols 
Sunday 24 Dec 
7.30pm to 10.00pm in Civic Park

Join Us for an End of Year 
Networking Function
Come and celebrate the year that was! 
You’re invited to attend an end of year 
business networking function. Meet 
Council’s CEO Alison Leighton and 
network with other businesses in Baw 
Baw. Finger food and a complimentary 
drink will be provided on arrival, additional 
drinks at bar prices.
When Tuesday 5 December   
 5.30pm to 8.30pm
Where Warragul Country Club   
 Reception and Conference  
 Centre, 41 Sutton Street
Keen to come along? RSVP by Tuesday 
28 November on 5624 2422 or by email at 
karen.meyers@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

2017 Great Victorian Bike Ride 
Finishes in Trafalgar
Trafalgar will be hosting a community 
festival to welcome over 3000 riders at the 
finish of the RACV 2017 Great Victorian 
Bike Ride on Sunday 3 December. The 
festival will be held between 8.30am 
and 1.00pm. The town will be open for 
business and visitors and locals can 
experience the warm Trafalgar hospitality.

Have Your Say on Shaping 
Our Recreation Strategy
Council is seeking to engage the 
local community to help shape a new 
Recreation Strategy. The strategy will 
provide Council with strategic direction for 
planning and development of recreation 
and leisure opportunities over the next 10 
years, including provision of recreation 
facilities and services.
Get involved and complete the online 
survey or print consultation pack on the 
Have Your Say page webpage before 
consultation closes at 5.00pm on Friday 
15 December. 

NDIS Information Session
NDIS are hosting a free information 
session designed to help participants 
understand what their plan means and 
how to use choice and control to turn their 
funding into supports. 
When: 10.30am - 12.30pm 
 Tuesday 5 December
Where: Warragul Country Club 
 41 Sutton Street, Warragul 
For special requirements including 
AUSLAN interpreters please email 
VICEAST@ndis.gov.au

Baw Baw Shire Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor Elected
Cr Joe Gauci has been re-appointed 
as Mayor of Baw Baw Shire for a third 
consecutive term, with Cr Danny Goss 
as Deputy Mayor at a Statutory Council 
Meeting held earlier in November.

Warragul Community Garden

Fire Danger Period Declared
The Country Fire Authority (CFA) has declared 
the official Fire Danger Period for Baw Baw 
Shire to commence on Monday 4 December.
Burning off during the declared Fire Danger 
Period and/or on a day of Total Fire Ban is 
restricted in Baw Baw Shire under the Country 
Fire Authority Act 1958.
Contact the Council or CFA website for more 
information.

Capital Works Projects
Capital Works projects currently underway, or 
planned for across the Shire.
• Roundabout Works: Palmerston Street/

Mason Street intersection in Warragul. 
• Oval Works: Western Park Oval 
• Culvert Upgrade Works: Neerim East 

Road in Neerim South. 
• New Footpath Construction: Princess 

Street Warragul, Dundee Street 
Warragul, Chapmans Road Trafalgar and 
Princes Highway Trafalgar.

• Kerb and Channel Renewal: The Grove 
and Aberdeen Street in Warragul.

• Wetland Works: Stage 2 and 3 of Tarwin 
Street Wetland. 

• Municipal Animal Pound: Stage 2 
Works commencing soon.

Catch up with West Ward 
Councillor Keith Cook

What an exciting time we are living in!
Reflecting over my first year as 
a Councillor, the role has been 
more involved than I anticipated 
and very interesting. It is pleasing 
to see the number and quality of 
policies and projects going ahead, 
due to dedication and hard work of 
Councillors and staff.  Some have 
been tough decisions, however 
Councillors respect for each other 
and staff, providing the best results 
for the community, is something I am 
proud to be a part of. There is much 
more to be done, my focus will be 
on infrastructure and services for the 
broader community. 
Our new CEO Alison Leighton is 
brilliant. She is very approachable, 
a great listener and has a ‘can do’ 
attitude. She is already establishing an 
effective team to provide outstanding 
customer service. 
Local employment is on the increase 
and young people have better access 
to new affordable homes. Soon we will 
see more new schools, while work is 
being done improving our roads, parks 
and sporting facilities. 
Now is a great time to get active. 
Take the family for a walk or cycle 
along our amazing parks, rail trails or 
reserves. Walk the long tunnel and 
ride the train at Walhalla, take a scenic 
drive through our rolling hills, stopping 
off for a cuppa in our wonderful 
rural towns, or have a glass of wine 
at one of our many wineries. For 
more ideas visit Council’s website at                       
www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
Would you like to get in contact 
with Cr Keith Cook?
Contact Cr Keith Cook by phone 
on 0476 000 097 or by email at                           
keith.cook@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Immunisation Times 

For more information and the full immunisation 
schedule, visit Council’s website.

Upcoming Council Meetings 
The next Ordinary Council Meeting is 
scheduled for 5.30pm on:
• Wednesday 13 December
Council meetings are held at the Trafalgar 
Business Centre located at 107 Princes 
Highway. The public are welcome to attend, 
we hope to see you there!

Where When
Warragul 
Senior Citizens Hall, 
Corner of Mason and 
Barkly Streets

 
Sat 16 Dec 
9.30am - 11.30am

Drouin 
Baw Baw Shire Office, 
33 Young Street

Mon 4 Dec 
9.30am - 11.30am

Trafalgar 
Trafalgar Community 
Centre, Princes Hwy

Tue 23 Jan 2018   
5.00pm - 6.30pm

Adopt a Furry Friend
Adopt... Don’t shop! Visit the Lost Animals 
Register on Council’s website to see what 
cuddly creatures are available for adoption 
and looking for a new loving home right now.

Subscribe to Council 
News Email Updates
Signing up is easy! Simply go to 
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/Subscribe

Volunteers

Cr Peter Kostos
0438 570 304
Peter.Kostos@
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Cr Darren Wallace
0476 000 053
Darren.Wallace@
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Leaney
0476 000 119/5165 6263
Michael.Leaney@
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Meet Your East Ward Councillors
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Trafalgar Veterinary Clinic News
Kerry Piper 

If a person or animal devel-
oped an infection, 100 years 
ago, there was signifi cant 

illness associated and it was not 
uncommon for the infection to 
be responsible for the death of 
the patient. 

With the discovery of penicil-
lin and other antibiotics we have 
been able to treat infections and 
save lives.  However, bacteria 
are incredibly resourceful.  Not 
only can they live and breed in 
just about any environment on 

earth, they are able to develop 
strategies to overcome the use 
of antibiotics.  And, bacteria can 
share their new-found resistance 
with other bacteria around them.

Today, bacterial resistance to 
antibiotic treatment is a growing 
problem in both developed and 
developing nations.  Although 
Australia doesn’t have specifi c 
fi gures about our local problem, 
the European Union reports as 
many as 25,000 human deaths 
per year as a direct result of re-

sistant bacterial infection; and 
the US reports 23,000 deaths per 
year from these bacterial super-
bugs.

But what does this have to 
do with your vet - or with you?  
While the development of bacte-
rial resistance is a considerable 
human health problem, it also 
has consequences for animal 
welfare and production.  

Resistant bacteria in animals 
can spread to the people who are 
in contact with them. Animals in-

volved in food production may 
pose a risk via the foodchain.  

Australia has tight regulations 
and prescribing vets have guide-
lines to follow when recom-
mending antibiotic treatments 
for their patients.

Research has found that while 
many people have heard of anti-
biotic resistance, few people un-
derstand how their own actions 
can contribute to the spread of 
resistant bacteria.  An Australian 
survey showed that as many as 
65 percent of the public believed 
that taking antibiotics would help 
them recover from their cold or 
fl u faster and one in fi ve people 
expect antibiotics to be given to 
them to treat a viral infection.  
Although similar surveys don’t 
exist for veterinary clients, it is 
not an uncommon remark for us 
to hear - “so you don’t think he/
she needs antibiotics?”  

You can help slow the devel-
opment of antibiotic resistance 
and reduce the spread of su-
perbugs by using the following 
recommendations where ever 
possible:

 ¡ Being aware of hand hy-
giene, washing your hands 

after handling animals 
or animal waste prod-
ucts, clothing or bedding.

 ¡ Respect and implement 
quarantine and isolation 
procedures for your ani-
mals.  For example, clean-
ing foot ware or changing 
protective clothes between 
barns and sheds; or remov-
ing foot ware before visiting 
newborn puppies/kittens.

 ¡ Use vaccines to help control 
disease.  There are more than 
200 different vaccines regis-
tered for use in Australian an-
imals to help protect against 
as many as 86 different dis-
eases.  A vaccinated animal is 
unlikely to need intense anti-
biotic treatment against that 
infection.  The Piliguard vac-
cine against pinkeye in cattle 
is one of the newer vaccines 
available and it has already 
started reducing the number 
of animals and farms exposed 
to antibiotic treatment for 
pinkeye.

 ¡ Follow the instructions given 
by the prescribing vet when 

your animal is being treated 
with antibiotics.  If there are 
diffi culties administering the 
medication or if there are 
questions about the medi-
cation dosing then make 
contact with the prescrib-
ing clinic promptly.  Do not 
share antibiotics with another 
animal and do not administer 
any left-over medications to 
another animal.

 ¡ Not all ill animals need antibi-
otics.  Routine sterile surgical 
procedures do not need anti-
biotic treatment.  If antibiot-
ics aren’t prescribed to your 
pet, it will be because other 
treatments or husbandry pro-
cedures are more appropri-
ate to help your pet recover.

 ¡ Minimise the risk of acquir-
ing an infection.  Make sure 
that your paddocks, yards 
and enclosures are clean and 
safe.  Keep your pets confi ned 
to your property or indoors.  

Antibiotics are a valuable 
resource and it will take a little 
bit of effort from everybody in 
safeguarding this resource for 
the future.

Super-bugs

Trafalgar Medical Centre News
Dr Michael Kunze

When we are sick we have 
a lot of choices. Do we 
seek advice? And if so, 

who do we seek it from? How do 
we know whether that advice is 
good or bad? Do we fully grasp 
the consequences and risks of 
the health decisions we make?

All of these questions re-
late to a concept called Health 
Literacy. This is defi ned as ‘the 
degree to which individuals have 
the capacity to obtain, process, 
and understand basic health in-
formation and services needed 
to make appropriate health deci-
sions’. 

In other words, Health Lit-
eracy relates to whether we can 
access the information we need 
about our diseases and treat-
ments, as well as the often com-
plex and confusing health sys-
tems that we can access. We also 
need to be able to comprehend, 
evaluate, and balance the infor-
mation we have when we need to 
make decisions. 

Some estimates suggest that 
less than one in fi ve adults have 
a suffi cient degree of Health Lit-
eracy. Given how complex health 
matters can be, this is maybe not 
surprising, but it is concerning. 

Improving Health Literacy has 
been linked to improving health 
outcomes.

How can we improve Health 
Literacy?

Not surprisingly, improving 
general literacy is important. 
The work done by our schools 
and teachers in literacy and nu-
meracy forms a foundation for 
understanding our health (as 
well as our fi nances, employ-
ment, recreational activities, 
political processes, history, reli-
gion, and so much more). One 
of the strongest predictors of 
health outcomes in developing 
countries is the degree to which 
young women can universally 
access education. Keep up the 
great work, teachers!

Beyond basic literacy, edu-
cation about health matters is 
important. This can be done in 
schools, but also through pub-
lic health education such as 
television advertisements, docu-
mentaries and television shows, 
guest speakers at group events, 
and personal reading in newspa-
pers, magazines, books, and (of 
course) the internet.

In accordance with the defi -
nition of Health Literacy, just 

having the information is not suf-
fi cient. We also need to be able 
to process and understand the 
information. A newspaper ar-
ticle or website may recommend 
an exciting treatment, but on its 
own may not provide informa-
tion about costs, safety, availabil-
ity, reliability, or alternatives. 

Some sources of information 
may not be trustworthy, and be 
unduly biased towards a given 
pathway. This bias may be delib-
erate due to potential fi nancial 
gains, or inadvertent, due to lim-
ited Health Literacy on the part 
of the author.

When assessing a website or 
other information, you could ask 
some of these questions. What 
are the credentials of the writer? 
Who is funding the website? What 
is the purpose of the website? 
Does the author indicate where 
their information came from? 
Does the author discuss the 
limits of the information, or any 
other risks?

In this day and age, it is also 
easy to accidentally limit our-
selves only to information or 
opinions which match our pre-
conceived ideas. Social media 
and internet search engines tend 

Health literacy

to funnel us in ways where we 
can just be faced with an echo-
ing of our thoughts, rather than 
contradicting them. Seeking and 
assessing contrary information 
can be challenging, but worth-
while.

Your health professionals 
also have a responsibility to pro-
vide you with balanced informa-
tion, in an understandable form, 
and to assist you with exploring 

your options. Whether you are 
with your GP, specialist, phar-
macist, physiotherapist, mental 
health nurse, or anyone else you 
are relying on for healthcare if 
you do not understand your ill-
ness or your options, please ask 
for clarifi cation. You could ask 
them to re-explain it in simpler 
terms, or in more depth. 

You could ask about the risks 
of the treatment, or what would 

happen if you don’t have the 
treatment. You could ask them 
why they feel their recommenda-
tion is the best option, and what 
evidence they have to support 
them. 

Depending on the time you 
have and the number of ques-
tions, you may need to arrange 
to have more time with them, 
and you may need to seek infor-
mation from other sources too.
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Traf News is commemo-
rating those soldiers 
who fought in World 

War 1 by re-producing the 
front page of their enlistment 
papers.
Recorded at the National Ar-
chives, the list will be pro-
duced over the course of the 
remainder of this year and into 
next year.
Anyone wishing to get infor-
mation on their own relatives, 
may do so by going to http://
discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/
browse/ and then searching 
under ‘Places’.  Type in the 
town the person was born at or 
living in, and then click on the 
town when the map appears.
A list of all those recorded for 
that town will appear, and the 
reader can then select the ap-
propriate name.

Commemorating those

raf News is commemo-
rating those soldiers 
who fought in World 

War 1 by re-producing the 
front page of their enlistment 

Recorded at the National Ar-
chives, the list will be pro-
duced over the course of the 
remainder of this year and into 

Anyone wishing to get infor-
mation on their own relatives, 

http://
discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/

 and then searching 
under ‘Places’.  Type in the 
town the person was born at or 
living in, and then click on the 

1614 Cecil Thomas Coulson
Born at Thorpdale, Cecil enlisted at Mel-
bourne on 3 August 1915. A Motor Mechanic 
aged 19 years and 3 months, he nominated 
his father, Thomas Henry Coulson of Traral-
gon as his next of kin. He had served in the 
Citizens Military Forces for one year and had 
previously been rejected by the AIF as his 
chest expansion measurement was unsatis-
factory.

Cecil was assigned to the 1st Re-
inforcements for the 31st Battalion,                                     

embarked for overseas service at Brisbane 
aboard HMAT Wandilla on 9 November 1915 
and was taken on strength by the 31st Battal-
ion in Egypt on 11 February 1916.

He transferred to the Australian Flying 
Corps on 1 May 1917 where he served for the 
rest of the War as a mechanic.

Cecil embarked on the P&O ship RMS Kai-
ser-I-Hind (Empress of India) on 6 May 1919 
for return to Australia where he arrived on 16 
May before his discharge on 8 August 1919

20145 Stephen Rizzi
Enlisting at Melbourne on 30 November 1915, 
Stephen was a Blacksmith aged 18 years and 10 
months whose previous military experience includ-
ed 3 years service with Senior Cadets and a Light 
Horse Regiment based at Yarragon.

His designated next of kin was his father An-
drew, of Yarragon. He was assigned to the 31st 
Field Artillery Battery as a Shoeing Smithy with the 
rank of Gunner.

Stephen arrived in France on 31 December 

   
 1916, was taken on strength by the 23rd Field 

Artillery Battery on 6 January 1917 and transferred 
to the 12th Field Artillery Battery on 9 February 
1917.

He embarked on the City of Exeter on 12 July 
1919 for return to Australia and arrived in Mel-
bourne on 24 August 1919 where he was dis-
charged on 8 October 1919.

He later requested a free passage from Scotland 
for his fi ance. His fi le does not include a response 
to this request.  

William enlisted at Melbourne on 23 
August 1918. Aged 28 years and 8 
months, a widower with one child, 
he was a farmer, born at Thorpdale 
who lived at “Sunnybank”, Trafalgar.

William volunteered for service 
in Egypt and joined the AIF on 15 
October 1918, a mere 26 days be
fore the Armistice which ended the 

War was signed on 11 November 
1918.

After 124 days service William 
was discharged on Christmas Eve 
1918 as the AIF was demobilised. 
The only entry of note on his record 
was that he passed the Light Horse 
riding test.

Depot William Francis Gunn
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who fought in World War 1

2437 Henry Francis Needham
Henry enlisted at Melbourne on 5 July 1916. 
Standing 6 feet tall (182.88cm) and weighing 
in at 224 pounds (101kg) he was a big man.

In a surprising coincidence, his regimental 
number was the same as that of Robert Rodier, 
whose service is also reported in this edition.

The son of Henry Needham of Willow Grove, 
Henry enlisted at Melbourne on 5 July 1916, as 
a single Farmer aged 24 years and 9 months. 
He had initially joined at Trafalgar on 1 July 
1916.

After spending time in hospital at Seymour 
suffering from measles in August 1916, Henry 

departed Melbourne aboard HMAT Karroo on 
18 September 1916 and arrived at Plymouth on 
15 November 1916. 

He arrived in France on 28 February 1917 
where he was taken on strength by the 3rd Divi-
sion Pioneer Battalion on 16 March 1917.

On 23 March 1917, Henry was detached 
from his unit for railway construction for a 
month.

On 3 October 1917, having been transport-
ed to the front in a bus, Henry was killed at 
Passchendaele during the third Battle for Ypres. 

His life is commemorated at the Menin Gate 
Memorial.

3875 Herbert Thomas Needham
Born at Willow Grove, the son of Edith and Thom-
as Needham, Herbert enlisted at Melbourne on 24 
July 1915 at the age of 31 years and 9 months. 
He was a farmer who had been a member of the 
Tanjil Rifl e Club for 7 years.

On 8 March 1916, Herbert was assigned to the 
staff of Major General Cox, “Fighting Charlie”, a 
legendary fi gure in the AIF.

On 26 October 1916 Herbert was taken to 
hospital and then sent to England on 5 November 
suffering from Synovitis in his left knee.

On 17 March 1917 he returned to Australia 
on the Barambah and was discharged in the 3rd 
Military District (Victoria) on 18 July 1917.

He was awarded a Military Pension of 20 shil-
lings ($2.00) per fortnight which was reduced to 
15 shillings ($1.50) from 14 March 1918.

2437 Robert Rodier
Born at Yarragon, Robert enlisted at Melbourne on 
16 July 1915 as a Farm Hand aged 24 years and 7 
months.

He embarked for overseas service on 29 Sep-
tember 1915 and arrived in France on 27 March 
1916 where he served with the 2nd Pioneer Bat-
talion, shock troops who bore the brunt of heavy 
fi ghting..

In early May 1916, he suffered a nervous break-
down and spent most of the rest of the war in hos-
pital.
Robert was discharged in Australia on 5 February 
1918 as he was suffering from pleurisy.
Originally, his next of kin was his mother, Mrs Al-
fred Rodier. This was later changed to his wife, Au-
gusta Mary Rodier of 24 Westey Street Melcombe 
Regis, Weymouth.

2437 Henry Francis Needham departed Melbourne aboard HMAT Karroo on 
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 Charlie’s  pay book which covers the time period, he does mention drawing money during the month

Diaries of Charlie Heywood
Tues 11th
 A lovely day, very cold early.  I 
got up at 4.a.m and warmed 
myself at the fi re, enjoyed a very 
good bath.  Wells being plentiful 
here.  A parade today complain-
ing of mens slackness.

Wed 12th
 The 3rd Bgde relieved us this 
morning and we moved back 
near to Kut-a-rut to lie in reserve.  
It was a nice cool morning for 
moving, still our heavy packs 
took some carrying, rather an 
exposed place for camping in.

Thurs 13th
Our Trp is getting very small.  
There is only 14 of us left here 
now and 6 of them are N.C.O.s.  
There is some few with pack 
horses.  I am pleased to be away 
from the horses.

Fri 14th
A nice sunny day.  Got two days 
“issue” of bread, one has to be 
held over for our evening ration, 
we wld much rather have biscuits 
for special rations, we are living 
fairly well now.

Sat 15th
 We exercised our vote on Con-
scription for the 2nd time during 
the war.  We also drew pay – I got 
£2.  It is horribly cold and windy.  
We are having a very easy time 
here in reserve.  We do not stand 
to, but get up when we please.  It 
is so cold that I get up at daylight.  
Our camp is ¼ mile Nth of Kut- 
a-rut.

Sun 16th
 A lovely sunny day.  Got some 
Aus mail

Mon 17th
Very windy and cold.  We were 
issued with a new blanket and 
bivvy sheet each, so we are well 
provided for now.

Tues 18th
 The wind still keeps up, had a 
fi ne warm sleep last night.  The 
issue of rum goes well these 
cold nights.  It is raining a little 
tonight.

This is the continuation of 
Yulungah’s Charlie Hey-
wood diary. As we follow 

him during the World War I 
through his diaries. He and the 
4th Light Horse are still in the 
Sinai/southern Palestine region 
mainly on security duties.

DECEMBER 1917

Sat 1st
Heavy shelling by our chaps dur-
ing the early morning.  A Turk 
gave himself up to us early last 
night.  On a listening post out in 
ford tomorrow.

Sun 2nd
 Had a nice easy day of it.  A fairly 
quiet day tho our chaps did some 
“shelling”, was on a little patrol 
with Mr Mc Cann and Cpl Ford.

Mon 3rd
 I was not on any duty last night 
so had a good nights sleep at last.  
A very cold wind blowing.

Sun 9th
 Moved from hill J.22. to Suffa.  A 
terrible job owing to heavy rain. 

Mon 10th
 Enjoying ourselves at Suffa – it is 
a fairly large village on top of hill.  
It has been very heavily shelled.  
We have lovely home in cave, left 
our home in afternoon and went 
a bit further on.

Mon 31st
On day outpost – it is an easy 
slack job, there being no enemy 
in sight and not likely to be.  We 
had a good nights rest last night.  
Got relieved about 3.p.m and left 
our camp and went to Walan, C 
Sqd are now in reserve – rain.

Wed 19th
 Very Wintryfi ed and cold – some 
light showers.  In charge of C. 
Sqd water bottles.  We have to go 
all the way to Suffa to fi ll them.  

Thurs 20th
 On Regtl Orderly Corpl – had to 
sleep on the wet ground, but as I 
have new ground sheets I fared 
alright.  Several heavy showers 
today.  We are all hoping that we 
will be able to remain here until 
after xmas, big mail in today.  I 
got 19.  Got some Canteen stuff, 
horse orders also sent some.

Fri 21st
Very wintry again  heavy show-
ers.  Our bivvuac sheets are se-
verely tested but stand the strain 
fairly well.  A little comes thro in 
places.  Got 1 ½ loaves of bread 
to make up for mouldy issue the 
other day.  

Sat 22nd
  Nothing much doing but we 
exspect to move out to Shiltre in 
the morning.

Sun 23rd
  left our Camp at 10.a.m and ar-
rived at our post for dinner.  We 
got out on outpost tonight.

Mon 24th
Our position overlooks a deep 
Wady, put in the most miserable 
night I ever spent, rain and cold.

Tues 25th
Very heavy rain and strong winds 
blowing all night.  It is absolutely 
the worst xmas I have ever put 

in.  The rain came in thro our 
bivouac sheets and made our 
camp very miserable, I was lucky 
in getting a xmas pudding from 
Grace -this morning. Heavy rain 
all day, bully beef and biscuits the 
order of the day, no gifts of any 
kind, if anything our ordinary is-
sue was light.  

Wed 26th
 Was on outpost last night and 
had a most miserable night, it 
was fearfully wet and cold and all 
our blankets are wet.  

Thurs 27th
 Revielle 4.a.m had brekfast and 
moved out in a hurry.  There was 
a bit of a demonstration on.  We 
were across the Wady by daylight 
and then we proceeded over 
across the big Olive grove.  We 
had to make out that we were at-
tacking.  The Inf attacked on our 
right.  

Fri 28th
  We retired after dark last night.  
I had a great look round for any 
blankets etc, we were very tired 
and vexed.  Today we got our 
xmas stuff some from Regtl fund 
and some Canteen issue that we 
paid for – we had a great fi ll this 
evening.  Gale made a plum pud-
ding that was good.  We moved 
up into reserve tonight.

Sat 29th
We moved off at daylight and we 
all had fearful heavy loads as we 

had all the Canteen stuff extra to 
carry, we took up a line in front 
of Kados, It seemed a long walk, 
I cld not stick it and had to take 
nearly two spells to the other 
chaps one.  We had a good brek-
fast when we lobbed.  In fi ring 
line tonight.

Sun 30th
 Easy day came off outpost duty at 
daylight.  Had a good bath at well 
at back of Kudos.

 Section of soldiers own diary 1917
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The Baw Baw Arts Alliance 
is not just for adults who 
wish to develop their artis-

tic skills. After a very successful 
series of creative art workshops 
for children during the recent 
school holidays, artists and 
teachers, Jessie McLennan and 
Prue Barridge, will be conduct-
ing workshops during the sum-
mer holidays based on material 
from the National Gallery of Vic-
toria. The programme, called 
NGV Kids on Tour, was very 
successful in January 2017 and 
promises to be another exciting 
offering from the Arts Alliance in 
2018.  

Each year Jessie and Prue 
run end of term art activities 
for children of all ages and in 
January they have the very special 
National Gallery of Victoria 
activities based on exhibitions 
that have been at the gallery.  
There will be a collage workshop 
inspired by the exhibition Fiona 
Hall: Uneasy Seasons. Fiona is an 
Australian artist who is passion-
ate about the environment and 
her collage activities invite young 
artists to create an animal and its 
environment.

A second activity has been 
designed by Russian artist, Olga 
Chernysheva, who likes to draw 
everything she sees around her – 
especially in the city of Moscow 
where she lives. She loves draw-
ing imaginary creatures too.

Prue and Jessie will make 
sure there are activities for 
young people who may prefer 
creating art in a whole range of 
different media.

The Kids on Tour activities 
will take place on Tuesday 9, 
Wednesday 10 and Thursday 
11 of January, 2018. Morning 
sessions will be from 10 am to 
mid-day and afternoon sessions 
from 1 pm to 3 pm. For those 
who miss these sessions some 
of them will run at the Warra-

gul Arts Market on January 20, 
2018. If you are interested in 
taking part in these creative ses-
sions in the Trafalgar Arts Spaces 
at the Trafalgar Railway Station 
in January contact Prue Barridge 
on 0417500244.

Closer to Christmas the De-
cember / January exhibition at 
the Station Gallery in Yarragon 
titled It’s a Small World, refl ects 
the artwork for sale. There will 
be a wonderful range of both 
2D and 3D miniatures in many 
media. Like so many of the ex-
hibitions at the Station Gallery, 
Yarragon, this will give visitors 
an insight into the breadth and 
depth of the creative visual arts 
in the Baw Baw Shire.

Also on in December is an 
exhibition of photographs and 
textile work inspired by travels 
in Cuba. The exhibition by two 
Baw Baw Arts Alliance members, 
also members of the Warragul 
Camera Club, Russell and Carol 
Monson, is on at The Red Tree 
Gallery, Jindivick from Decem-
ber 1 to 27, 2017. This will be 
offi cially opened on Friday, De-
cember 1 at 6.00pm.

Book early for a felting work-
shop with renowned Australian 
felter, Catherine O’Leary. The 
workshop will take place on 
Thursday May 3, and Friday, 
May 4, 2018.  Catherine has 
many overseas workshop com-
mitments so it requires months 
of planning in order to have her 
visit and conduct a workshop. 
The two-day workshop will have 
very limited numbers but will 
be open to members of the Baw 
Baw Arts Alliance and non-mem-
bers. If you are interested in 
working with Catherine contact 
Marlene Ogden on 5634 2790 to 
book your place.

Memebrs of the public 
are invited to join the 
Friends of Baw Baw Na-

tional Park on Saturday, 13 Janu-
ary, 2018 for an enjoyable and 
informative walk on Mt Baw Baw. 
Registration is in the Mt Baw Baw 
AlpineVillage car park at 9.30am 
for a 10.00 am start and return-
ing in the late afternoon. 

A botanist, ecologist and fi eld 
naturalists will accompany us to 
interpret the subalpine environ-
ment and identify and discuss the 
plants and animals that we see 

on our walk.  A moderate level of 
fi tness is required.

You will need to bring and 
carry your lunch and water. Wear 
walking shoes and clothing suit-
able for an alpine environment, 
including wet weather gear. 
Weather conditions can change 
rapidly on the plateau, so be pre-
pared! Don’t forget your camera 
and binoculars.

There is no charge. For 
more information contact 5160 
1312 or phone Parks Victoria 
13 19 63

Develop your 
artistic skill

Carol Monsoon

W
W

ILLIAMS

ASTE
14 Melaleuca Drive,
Trafalgar East

Mobile: 0418 560 171
Phone/Fax: 03 5633 1991

Liquid Waste Specialists

Trafalgar Bowls 
Club Inc.

Ph:(03) 5633 1274      Fax:(03) 5633 2820           
email: trafalgarbowlsclub@lizzy.com.au

 We have fully licensed premises including a 
commercial kitchen available for hire.

 Every Friday night we have 
raffles, including a  

Happy Hour.
 

 Lawn bowls and 
indoor carpet bowls.
 

 New members 
and visitors most 
welcome.

7 – 13 Seven Mile Rd.  
(P.O. Box 125)  
TRAFALGAR 

Wildfl ower Walk 2018
Alix Williams

Wildfl ower Walk by Rim Zitkevicius

Food and Garden
Creative Harvest 

In the absence of the popu-
lar Gardevalia held annu-
ally in West Gippsland for 

this year, Baw Baw
 Sustainability Network mem-
bers in conjunction with the 
committee decided to expand 
their annual Food Gardens 
component of Gardevalia to 
present ‘Creative Harvest’ on 
the weekend of January 20 and 
21 in the 2018 New Year. ‘Cre-
ative Harvest’ will incorporate 
both sustainable and creative 
food garden practices with arts 
practices, thus bringing these 
two sections of the community 
together, and offering an inno-
vative and inspiring experience 
for garden and arts enthusiasts 
alike.

The Food Gardens event 
originally opened gardens of 
all sizes and designs to the 
public in order to share ideas 
about growing and food pro-
duction on many scales, and 
to learn from them. In pre-
senting ‘Creative Harvest’, and 
artworks within these gardens, 
there is now the opportunity 
for exciting cross-fertilisation 
by making gardens even more 
attractive, and through open-
ing up ideas in environmental 
engagement to artists as well. 
The gardens range from sub-
urban house backyards to large 
acreages with plenty of room 
for lots of fruit, vegetables and 
animals.

There are two community 

gardens included. The garden-
ers grow their own food be-
cause of the health benefi ts of 
fresh, chemical free food, sav-
ing money and food miles and 
most of all, because they love to 
do it. Gardens will feature work-
ing artists with their art work for 
sale, with artworks from paint-
ing, sculpture, felting, mosaics 
to textiles and jewelry making 
– all by local practitioners.

Locations of these open 
gardens range across the West 
Gippsland region, including 
Neerim South, Jindivick, Buln 
Buln, Drouin, Warragul, Nilma, 
Yarragon, Trafalgar and Tra-
falgar South – at least thirteen 
different properties.  Artworks 
will be placed within all of 
these gardens and will be for 

sale. For instance, Colleen and 
Alan’s garden in Neerim South 
already display’s Colleen’s work 
in sculpture and mosaic inlays 
from large to small within a gar-
den of vegetable beds and fruit 
trees, while Graham’s in Jindiv-
ick has strong Japanese features 
and his sculpture work as well. 
Marg’s in Drouin includes es-
palier citrus trees and a herb 
garden under the clothesline to 
add freshness to drying wash-
ing. A local painter and a mo-
saic worker will exhibit there.  
A full listing of gardens, artists 
and maps will be made available 

closer to the date.
 Gardens will be open from 

10 am - 4 pm. on both days.  
The cost for entry to each gar-
den will be a fl at $5 fee, or $20 
for fi ve gardens. The community 
gardens’ entry is by donation.

 Look for details on the 
BBSN website www.bbsn.org.
au and on Facebook Baw Baw 
Sustainability Network and In-
stagram @Creative_Harvest. 
For more information please 
contact Wendy Savage from the 
Baw Baw Sustainability Network 
on 0421 422 461 or wsavage@
dcsi.net.au   

Geraldine Bate
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WIRED ONE
ELECTRICAL

Craig McGarrity - wiredelectrical@cloud.com
REC 24340

Ph: 0427 299 271

•	Domestic	•	Commercial	
•	Rewires	&	Additions	•	New	Homes	
•	Energy	Efficient	Lighting	Solutions
•	Installation	of 	TV	Antennas	&	Additional	Outlets

TRAFALGAR
Tyre Service

For Performance, Quality & Value

  Free rotation every 5,000 kilometres
  Free pick-up and drop off of your car
  Free safety check

Peter & 
Nathan Dart 
110 Contour Road 
Trafalgar 3824
Phone: 5633 1097
Peter: 0488 134 313 
Nathan: 0423 330 369 TOYO TYRES

MICHELIN

BF GOODRICH

Contact us for all your

Tyre and Battery Needs
Road side & farm service

Trafalgar Boxing Gym 
recently hosted world-
renowned International 

Boxing Federation (IBF) cham-
pion, Sam ‘King’ Soliman, on 
Saturday,11 November.

Shane Cameron with help 
from the team at the Trafalgar 
Boxing Gym has been leading 
the ‘Strengthening the Youth’ 
program since 2012, helping 
young people overcome physical 
and social barriers through fit-
ness and wellbeing training.

The event also celebrated Tr-
afalgar Boxing Gym’s brand new 
refurbished Olympic standard 
boxing ring, due to the generos-
ity of the Trafalgar and District 
Community Bank Branch and 
Trafalgar Youth Foundation, with 
the support of the Trafalgar Li-
ons Club. 

Two-time middleweight box-
ing champion Sam ‘King’ Soli-
man was also sponsored to 
deliver an exclusive interview 
and boxing training session to 
his passionate youthful fans and 
family, some of whom were de-
buting in the ring for the first 
time that day. 

Soliman not only has an awe-
inspiring career to follow, and 
is no stranger to the renowned 
Sylvester Stallone, but humbly 
spends much of his time volun-
teering with the Salvation Army. 
In particular, he spends much 
of his time helping the homeless 
by teaching boxing and coach-
ing them in wellbeing through 
fitness. 

Peter Starkey, Chairman of 
the Trafalgar and District Com-
munity Bank branch board 
believes the event to be a mile-
stone in developing and inspir-
ing a boxing movement in the 
Gippsland region for youth.

“As a lifelong boxing fan I 
was particularly excited to get 
behind this fantastic local proj-
ect. The work that Shane and the 
volunteers are doing, particu-

Boxing ‘King inspires Trafalgar youth

from L to R Peter Starkey (Bendigo Bank Chairman of the Board), Shane Cameron and  Phil Drummond (Manager Trafalgar Bendigo Bank)  with the group of boxing enthusiast 

left to right, back row – Shane Cameron, Amanda, Sam Soliman, Kaitlyn, Brodie. front row – 
Cooper, Kane and Drazic

A Journey to Personal Victory
Sarah Rosse

The title of the presenta-
tion by professional boxer 
Sam ‘King’ Soliman at the 

Trafalgar Boxing Gym on Satur-
day 11 November 2017 was ‘A 
journey to personal victory’.  The 
event was proudly sponsored by 
the Trafalgar and District Com-
munity branch of the Bendigo 
Bank.  The Trafalgar Boxing Gym 
was successful in obtaining spon-
sorship for the guest speaker and 
a Youth Foundation grant for the 
purchase of a new boxing ring.

Mr Phil Drummond, Manager 
of the Trafalgar Bendigo Bank 
branch and Chairman of the 
Board Peter Starkey opened the 
event, launched the new ring and 
presented Shane and his Gym 
participants with a congratula-
tory cheque.  Trafalgar Lions 
Club representatives, Ken Peter-
son, Marianne Tyler and Moira 
Laming also attended to show 
their support for the Gym.  The 
Lions Club have been integral in 
strengthening the Gym’s grant 
application as a project partner.  
A big thankyou also goes to the 
Trafalgar IGA for a kind donation 
of fresh fruit for the event. 

The Strengthening the Youth 
program has been operating at 
the Trafalgar Boxing Gym since 
2012 with coach Shane Cam-
eron coaching and working with 
young people aged 10-25 years 
to combat physical and social 
barriers by creating individual 
goals and outcomes focused on 
health (physical and mental well-
being) and positive interactions 
and social outcomes.

The Trafalgar Boxing Gym 
welcomed a number of boxers 
from the Moe Youth Club Boxing 
Gym, Traralgon Boxing Club and 
Salt Boxing Studio in Lakes En-
trance who came along for some 
friendly sparring.

Guest presenter, Sam ‘King’ 
Soliman shared his journey to 
personal victory with attendees 
and then gave the young boxers a 
training session they won’t forget in 
a hurry!  Sam Soliman is an Austra-
lian professional boxer, and a for-
mer kickboxer and mixed martial 
artist. In boxing he has competed 
in five weight classes, from light-
middleweight up to cruiserweight, 
and held the IBF middleweight title 
in 2014. 

Marianne Tyler said “the Tra-
falgar Lions Club are very proud to 
play a small part in the Boxing Gym 
getting the grant.  What an enjoy-
able morning we had! It was great 
watching Sam KING Soliman, he 
was such a great motivator.”

The Trafalgar Boxing Gym is 
looking for new members and 
competition fighters for 2018. 
Membership is $75 per year 
with each session attended be-
ing $7 (it is $10 for a causal 
session without the member-

ship).  The Gym is open on a 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 5.30 – 7pm. 

For enquiries regarding 
joining the Gym, contact Shane 
Cameron on 0488 501 466.

Kirsty Le Boeuf

larly with the young people, really 
does ensure this club will contin-
ue punching above its weight for 
years to come. 

I am so proud to see new box-
ing ring has been well received 
and its installation really does 
make the venue a knock out.”

An event like this plays a large 
part in demonstrating the value 
of boxing for young people, en-
abling them to grow at their own 
pace, receiving coaching and 
mentoring in life-long skills such 
as self-discipline, perseverance 
and positive thinking. 

In the words of Rocky Balboa, 
“It ain’t about how hard you hit. 
It’s about how hard you can get 
hit and keep moving forward”.

Branch Manager of the Trafal-
gar and District Community Bank 
branch, Phil Drummond felt 
privileged to be a part of an event 
which celebrated and exhibited 
the “enormous growth in self-
esteem for the young people in-
volved, not only in terms of their 
fitness, strength and self-image, 
but their confidence and engage-
ment in life across the board.”
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Trafalgar’s junior cricketers 
have begun their seasons 
promisingly, with some 

good performances both at team 
and individual level. We have 
welcomed some new players to 
the club who have fi tted in seam-
lessly, whilst many have graduated 
or gained positions in the clubs 
senior teams and acquitted them-
selves admirably. 

Under 16s – Coach: 
Christian Burgess
The two time defending premiers 
have picked up where they left off, 
with two strong wins to begin their 

campaign. In the opening round 
against Newborough, the Ships 
batted fi rst and declared with 191 
on the board. The best-mates duo 
of Cooper Burgess and Blair Clymo 
both retired on 50, whilst Austin 
Williamson scored 23 facing the 
new ball, along with Aydan Connol-
ly who made 20. With the ball, Olly 
Hennessy was the main man, tak-
ing 2/3 from fi ve devastating overs 
as Newborough closed at 9/76.

In the next match the game was 
reduced to a one dayer after rain 
had washed out the fi rst week. In 
a sloppy twenty/20, Trafalgar got 
over the top of Mirboo North with 

the scores 6/69 to 4/87. With the 
bat for the Ships, Aydan Connolly 
top scored with 20 not out, whilst 
Riley White made an unbeaten 18 
to go with a run out. Jack Hart 
also made some runs, with an 
enterprising knock and looks to 
have a decent eye for club cricket. 
Wickets were shared amongst the 
group, with Dennis Dyke and Billy 
Claridge both claiming scalps. 

Under 14s – Coach: Billy 
Pace
In their opening match against 
Jeeralang-Boolarra, Traf sent the 
opposition in as they made 5/62. 

Harry Pace with two wickets was 
the standout with ball in hand, 
whilst with the bat the side strug-
gled to get going as nobody was 
able to make it past double fi gures. 
However, there were some good 
partnerships, but unfortunately the 
Ships went down in a close one by 
just fi ve runs. 

In the next match against 
Morwell the side was also denied 
victory. Morwell won the toss and 
batted making 82 runs of their 20 
overs. New recruit Keith Macken-
lay took his fi rst wicket and fi rst 
catch, along with James Pace who 
also took his fi rst catch. In reply 

Trafalgar got off to a good start 
with  Harry Pace making 13 and 
Billy Claridge top scoring with 18 
but they were left short of scoring 
opportunities as Morwell bowled 
tightly to restrict the Ships to 62 
runs. 

The side was rewarded for 
their efforts in the next match 
against Moe and recorded their 
fi rst win of the season. Batting fi rst 
Trafalgar made 75 runs with Billy 
Claridge making 15 and Owen 
McLeod-Agland retiring on 15. 
The Ships bowled tightly early with 
Harry Pace and Campell Young 
reaping the rewards taking two 

wickets each. The coach would 
like to make special mention to Ri-
ley Elkington for putting his hand 
up to keep and missing out on a 
bowl.

Under 12s – Coaches: Kevin 
Hennessy (Reds) and Billy 
Pace (Whites) 
Just the one match in the Under 
12’s so far, with a washout stop-
ping the Traf derby and bragging 
rights in the fi rst round, before a 
league wide bye in week two due 
to the Melbourne Cup. There will 
be a full comprehensive wrap of 
Under 12’s in the next edition. 

 Junior Cricket Report

Trafalgar Cricket Club’s 
talent pool continues to 
shine, with two of the 

club’s young guns in Blair Clymo 
and Aydan Connolly selected in 
the Under 16 Gippsland Pride 
Representative team. The team 
encompasses the best junior 
players in the entire Gippsland 
area, and the club is proud to 
produce players of such quality. 

Blair is building an impres-
sive cricketing resume, which 
has seen him represent his state 
as well as Casey South Melbourne 
in the Premier competition.
 Meanwhile, Aydan is the one 

of the shining lights in the area, 
highlighted by him scoring 
over 200 runs in the clubs Sec-
ond Grade competition during 
2016/17 at just fourteen years 
of age.

In their one outing so far for 
Pride, both boys performed well, 
batting together to get over the 
line with Blair scoring 21 and 
Aydan his team’s best player with 
a classy 39. 

It is hoped that through their 
junior development with Trafal-
gar that they have been given a 
solid base to build from and are 
able to extend their careers into 
the next level and beyond.

 Traf representatives at Gippsland Pride

  
   

 FAMILY VIOLENCE 
 HAS NO GOOD DAYS .

Left to rightL Blair Clymo and Aydan Connolly
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Order now for Christmas

Alexandar Mirkovic, the 
talented son of Trafal-
gar’s local dentist, and 

proud mum, Tatjana Jova-
novic, is Australia’s national 
Taekwondo champion, win-

Alex is Taekwondo’s national champion

Trafalgar’s No 1 Real Estate Agent has got a brand new look!Peter Heathcote    0488 024 172
Ben Codling             0448 108 558

www.johnkerr.com.au
Shop 2, 87 Princess Highway, Trafalgar, 3824
T – 5633 1666

Whilst our valued clients enjoy the 
festive season we’d like you to know 
we’re always open for business no 
matter what time of the year it is!

Merry Christmas and a safe prosperous new year from everybody at John Kerr Real Estate.

Trafalgar
Self Storage

• Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
• Security cameras on property
2 Sale Yard Road, Trafalgar 
Call Trafalgar Real Estate
Ph: 5633 2858

Managing Agent:

Thinking of Tyres?
THINK

John Brown for Tyres
We specialise:  • Any Tyre
 • Any Vehicle
 • Any Machine

Farm Service Wheel Balancing
All Brands Available

Established over 35 years.
Best prices and excellent service

88 Waterloo Road, Trafalgar
Ph: 5633 1679 Mob: 0428 515 873

AMG ElEcTricAl
0402 949 424

Rec 18348

www.amgelectrical.com.au

Servicing all your electrical needs

Residential and Commercial specialist
Established 2007

Electrician available 24/7
Phone Andrew for a free quote on your needed electrical requirements.

Servicing Gippsland and surrounds, located in Trafalgar.

Marge O’Donnell

ning the championship at Ben-
digo in October. This follows 
on from Alexander’s national 
championship in 2015 after 
only one year in the sport.

Alex was born in South 
Africa in 2004, and, with his 
family moved to Australia in 
2010. He attends school in 
Warragul.

Alex started Taekwondo 
training in 2014 and after a 
year of training, was in his 
first competition in 2015, in 
which he won a gold medal.

After only four tourna-
ments, and winning them all, 
Alexander competed in his 
first national competition in 
Adelaide. He was successful 
and became the 2015 national 
champion.

In 2016 Alex had an un-
fortunate accident and broke 
his arm, putting him out of 
the sport for the year. Once he 
had fully recovered, he started 
full training again. His first 
competition this year was the 
Moomba open in March.Alex 
has since successfully com-
peted in several Taekwondo 
competitions this year, culmi-
nating in him winning the Gold 
Medal and title of Australian 
national champion in October 
at Bendigo.

Proud mum, & Trafalgar’s 
local dentist, Tatjana 
Jovanovic, with her son 
and Australia’s national 
Taekwondo champion, 
Alexandar Mirkovic


