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The life of Trafalgar legend 
Alan ‘Doc’ ‘Boozer’ Erbs 
was celebrated last month, 

after the great man passed away 
at the grand old age of 98. Mr 
Erbs was a former player of the 
Trafalgar Football Club during 
the early 1940’s, before becom-
ing a long serving trainer for 
over 30 years. 

He also served on the foot-
ball club committee from 1960 
to 1974 and was vice president 
in 1972. Mr Erbs was inducted 
as a life member of the Trafal-
gar Football Club in 1962 and 
was also voted best club person 
in 1970 and 1974. He was the 
number one ticket holder in 
2004, some 65 years after his 
first association with the club 
and still frequented Trafalgar 

home games in recent years. 
Just two weeks prior to his 

passing, Mr Erbs was one of the 
inaugural Trafalgar Football Net-
ball Club Hall of Fame inductees, 
and was bestowed upon with the 
honour for outstanding services 
and dedication to the club. 

One of the more humorous 
stories involving Mr Erbs goes 
back to 1960 when he was sus-
pended for two weeks for abus-
ing an umpire whilst carrying 
out head trainer duties.  

Mr Erbs’ funeral was a digni-
fied send off for a man who had 
given the Trafalgar community 
so much over such a long pe-
riod of time. Members of the 
Trafalgar Football Club formed a 
guard of honour at the conclu-
sion of the service. 

Three Trafalgar businesses 
have been nominated 
for this years Federa-

tion Business School Gippsland 
Business Awards. Decipher 
Dance got nominated under the 
category for Health and Wellbe-
ing, Trafalgar Holden Museum 
category Tourism Activities and 
Attractions and Trafalgar True 
Hardware was nominated for 
the Retail award.

Also, from Willow Grove 
Methmac Comunications was 
nominated for award Business 

and Professional Services.
All those nominated for 

awards demonstrate the diverse 
and impressive range of busi-
ness across the region.

The finalists were announced 
last month with 48 businesses 
making it to the final group 
across 11 industry and special-
ist categories.

Gippsland Business Awards 
committee chair, Sheridan 
Bond, congratulated the finalists 
who were chosen from a very 
competitive field of entries.

“We are thrilled with not 
only the number of entries this 
year but also the quality,” Ms 
Bond said. “Our judges had an 
extremely difficult task in se-
lecting the finalists so all those 
businesses who entered this 
year should be proud of their 
efforts.”

The categories include Ac-
commodation, Beauty and Per-
sonal Care, Business and Pro-
fessional Services, Food Wine 
Producers, Health and Well Be-
ing, Hospitality, Manufacturing / 

Export, Mechanical Trades and 
Construction, New Business, 
Retail, Tourism Activities and At-
tractions.

The category winners will be 
announced at the gala presenta-
tion evening on Friday 30 August 
at the Premiere Function Centre 
in Traralgon. The major winner, 
the Gippsland Business of the 
Year, will be chosen from the 
category winners.

Ms Bond said the Gippsland 
Business Awards was highly re-
garded across the region and 

those small to medium size 
businesses selected as final-
ists should feel proud of their 
achievement. 

“The standard is very high 
and the entry process alone is 
a really good self-assessment 
tool,” she said.

“We are indebted to our 
sponsors, especially our major 
sponsor in Federation Business 
School, who help us remain the 
premier regional awards for 
business in Gippsland.

“We look forward to our 

Gala Awards night which not 
only celebrates the winners and 
recognises the achievements 
of the finalists but is a great 
networking opportunity for all 
those who attend.”

For further details of finalists 
refer to the Federation Busi-
ness School Gippsland Business 
Awards website at www.gba.org.
au. 

Vale Alan 
Erbs 

Photo: Legendary Trafalgar Football Netball Club servant  
Alan Erbs was farewelled from this life last month.

Liam Durkin 

Decipher Dance, Trafalgar Holden Museum and Trafalgar 
True Hardware nominated for business awards 
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Shadow Minister for Health 
Georgie Crozier visited 
Warragul to see firsthand 

the state of upgrades at West 
Gippsland Hospital in late 
June.   Speaking at the time, 
Mrs Crozier said patch ups and 
paint would not provide the 
best outcome for the commu-
nity long term and that the time 
had come for Daniel Andrews 
to outline what the Labor gov-
ernment’s plans were for the 
service.  

“The Victorian Coalition 
have been very clear about our 
vision for West Gippsland health 
care in stark contrast to the An-
drews Labor government,” Mrs 
Crozier said. 

“‘The West Gippsland Hos-
pital is servicing a community 
far beyond the catchment size it 
was intended and staff are doing 
an outstanding job in a building 
that is well past its used-by date.  

“Daniel Andrews has chosen 
to fund the bare minimum in 
upgrades for this hospital and 
that is now starting to show.  

“The community knows the 
best solution and the Victorian 
Coalition know the best solu-
tion.  

“A new West Gippsland Hos-
pital is needed and Daniel An-
drews needs to state whether 
that is his preferred solution or 
will he continue to patch and 
paint the existing hospital for as 

long as he is Premier.” 
Narracan MLC Gary Black-

wood said it was the single 
largest ongoing project in the 
Narracan electorate that the 
community wanted addressed.  

“Every week my office takes 
calls from residents who are 
concerned about the lack of 
real investment in the West 
Gippsland Hospital,” Mr Black-
wood said.

 “Some community mem-
bers have suggested to me that 
Daniel Andrews is deliberately 
drip feeding funding to keep 
the service functioning at a bare 
minimum in an effort to ramp 
up services at other surround-
ing hospitals such as Latrobe 

and Casey leaving Warragul just 
for emergency, day surgery and 
births.  

“That cannot be allowed to 
happen.  

“With our growing popula-
tion we need a fully serviced 
hospital that can provide more 
services into the future, not less 
as it would seem Daniel An-
drews is pushing for.  

“I will always back our West 
Gippsland Hospital and for the 
right investment to be made.  

“We need a new West 
Gippsland Hospital and we need 
a plan from the government 
about how and when it is going 
to happen.” 

Gippsland Water has com-
pleted major works on its 
Tanjil River pump station, 

helping to secure future water 
supplies for Moe, Newborough, 
Yallourn North, Trafalgar and 
Yarragon customers. 

Acting managing director 
Angelo Saridis said the $80,000 
upgrade was completed in June 
after six months of work. 

“The project involved replac-

ing the 40-year-old wet well inlet 
valve at our Tanjil River pump 
station, which was critical to 
ensuring we can continue to 
deliver essential services to Moe 
and surrounding townships,” he 
said.  

Mr Saridis said the coopera-
tion of local communities and 
partnering organisations helped 
enable works to be carried out 
smoothly. 

“The project involved work-
ing with the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management Author-
ity and Southern Rural Water 
to construct a coffer dam made 
of rock spalls, with sand bags 
and heavy-duty plastic sheeting 
around the intake. 

“It also involved accessing 
nearby properties and we’d like 
to thank the local landholders 
for being so accommodating.” 

The Tanjil River pump station 
is a key part of the Moe water 
network, enabling the transfer of 
up to 24 megalitres of raw wa-
ter to the Moe water treatment 
plant every day. The water is then 
treated to meet drinking water 
standards before being delivered 
to customers across Gippsland. 

The project was completed by 
local contractors.
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Coalition calls on Daniel Andrews to 
back West Gippsland Hospitals future

Major works to secure Moe’s 
water supply completed 

The 40-year-old wet well valve that was removed showing signs 
of rust and decay. The new wet well valve will help secure Moe’s 
water supply into the future. 

The temporary coffer dam taking shape during the construction 
phase. 

The Tanjil River pump station 
is a key part of the Moe water 
network, enabling the transfer of 
up to 24 megalitres of raw wa-
ter to the Moe water treatment 
plant every day. The water is then 
treated to meet drinking water 
standards before being delivered 
to customers across Gippsland. 

The project was completed by 
local contractors.

Applications are now open 
for Gippsland Water’s an-
nual community support 

program. 
Managing director Sarah 

Cumming said the program, now 
into its second year, aimed to 
build on the success of its inau-
gural 2018-19 round. 

“Once again, we’re look-
ing to partner with community 
groups and not-for-profit or-
ganisations on initiatives that 
will make a genuine difference 
in our local communities,” Ms 
Cumming said. 

Local schools, sporting 
groups and community organ-
isations were all encouraged to 
apply. 

“We’re particularly interested 

in initiatives that promote water 
conservation, water and waste-
water education, environmental 
sustainability and public health,” 
she said. 

Ms Cumming said the pro-
gram had already funded a var-
ied list of projects, all of which 
were based around a central 
theme of water in the commu-
nity. 

“Last year we funded three 
projects, each in the order of 
$5000, including educating lo-
cal students on waterway health, 
installing a rain water tank to 
conserve supplies and recycled 
water irrigation systems.” 

Ms Cumming said the pro-
gram highlighted the higher 
purpose the water corporation 

performs within the region. 
“This is another example of 

the essential role we play in our 
community – while water and 
wastewater services are our core 
business, we’re also passionate 
about supporting our local com-
munities to stay happy, healthy 
and connected,” Ms Cumming 
concluded. 

Applications of up to $5000 
must to be matched and spent by 
June 30 2020. 

Applications close on Sep-
tember 13 2019 and successful 
applicants will be announced in 
October. 

For more information and to 
apply, visit www.gippswater.com.
au/sponsorship or call 1800 050 
500.

Sixteen Rotarians, partners 
and guests attended the 
2019 change-over dinner 

for the Rotary Club of Trafal-
gar on Tuesday 2 July, 2019 at 
Foziegobbles Café, Yarragon. 
DGE Mark Humphries installed 
President Elect Judy Lyons in 
the presence of Mrs. Linda 
Humphries, ADG Peter Dell, the 
current President, Michael Fo-
zard, with members and former 
members of the Rotary Club of 
Trafalgar, and their partners.

President Michael, in his re-
port congratulated the club for 
its efforts in 2018-19 by saying 
“it has been challenging and at 
the same time rewarding to see 

how a small number of Rotar-
ians have responded, under the 
difficult situation, in a positive 
manner. In my assessment we 
have as a Club punched above 
our weight and we should be 
very proud of our achievements 
and contribution to the image 
of Rotary.”

This past twelve months 
saw us work in partnership 
with businesses of Trafalgar in 
raising $3000 toward the East 
Gippsland Drought Relief which 
was sent to Bairnsdale Rotary 
Club. We continued our sup-
port with the Trafalgar Schools. 
This year we again have some 
15 participants in the Junior 

Rotary Program from the Pri-
mary School. Our thanks go to 
Judy for her participation in the 
MUNA activity, and her ongoing 
work for the coming year, in 
this very important event. It is 
hoped that we will have a num-
ber of BBQs to still run generat-
ing extra income. We still have 
two Rotarians involved in the 
Youth House as mentors as-
sisting the young people of the 
town and district.

It was a very relaxing eve-
ning, with previous members 
coming back to catch up with 
old friends.

Trevor Byrne has been in-
stalled as this year’s presi-
dent of the Lions Club of 

Trafalgar by past district gover-
nor Terry Hayler, at their recent 
changeover dinner held at the 
RSL in Moe.

Outgoing president Alan 
Smith presented several ap-
preciation certificates and then 
gave his report on the last Lions 
year.

Mr Smith stated that service 
work has been both successful 
and rewarding and our work in 
catering has been a good unify-
ing exercise as well as providing 
financial benefits to our club. 
Wood sales continue unabated 
and are a major force for us, 
both from a social and financial 
viewpoint. 

Catering and food sales are 
a very popular and profitable 
aspect of our service work. IGA 

barbeques and catering for Aus-
tralia Day, Anzac Day and Lions 
district functions were rallying 
points for many members. 

Fundraising for bushfire 
victims was also a very satisfy-
ing aspect of the year’s work. 
Several thousand dollars were 
collected by Trafalgar Lions with 
our club matching community 
donations. 

Support for Need for Feed 
was also a very satisfying aspect 
of our service work. Mr Smith 
thanked members who all gave 
so freely of their time to support 
both of these deserving courses. 

The association with the 
youth of the community contin-
ues and we have been associ-
ated with youth of the year, the 
Russ Turner encouragement 
award, school scholarships and 
junior public speaking. 

Our winner in the Russ Turn-

er Encouragement Award, Nick 
Porter is close to becoming a 
fully-fledged commercial pilot. 
Junior public speaking has been 
embraced by primary schools in 
our area and should continue to 
grow into the future. 

Our annual swap meet con-
tinues to grow with the addition 
of a show and shine section this 
year. This will, of course involve 
more input from club members. 

Eye Testing of primary 
school students was undertaken 
by several members and was a 
successful form of service. This 
work will continue into the fu-
ture.

Finally a big thank you for all 
the time and effort you as mem-
bers have contributed this year. 
As a result, we can honestly say 
that our service has left the Tra-
falgar community a better place, 
that we have made a difference!
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Community support program applications open 

Gippsland Water annual community support applications are now open. 

Trevor Byrne to lead  
Trafalgar Lions 

President Trevor Byrne (L) receives the Gong and Gavel from Past President Alan Smith. 

Trevor Byrne 

Large turnout to 
Rotary Club 

change-over dinner
Glenn Doolan

(From L to R) ADG Peter Dell, President, Dr. Judy Lyons, Immediate Past-President Michael Fozard, 
DGE Mark Humphries and Treasurer/Secretary Dr. Glenn Doolan, at the Rotary Club of Trafalgar 
2019 Changeover Dinner at Foziegobbles Café Yarragon.
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Trafalgar Probus Club will 
head to see Come From 
Away, a new musical be-

ing shown in September at the 
Comedy Theatre Melbourne. It 
is about the story when thou-
sands of airline passengers were 
stranded in an obscure Canadian 
town in the days after the 9-11 at-
tacks when all US airports were 
closed down. 

There were 38 commercial 
planes carrying about 6600 pas-
sengers (equal to about two-
thirds of the population) that  
were forced to land for more 
than five days and the local com-
munity came together in force to 
house, feed, and otherwise sup-
port their temporary guests - in 
many instances, in their own 
homes.

The hospitality they experi-
enced serves as the source mate-
rial for this unusual and uplifting 

musical. The town was called 
Gander on the northeastern Ca-
nadian island of Newfoundland. 

A matter of choice was the 
topic of our guest speakers for 
July from Ron and Judith Bell. 
It was a story about how Ron 
turned his life around from ter-
rible experiences during his way-
ward life from childhood to adult 
life and during his marriage to 
Judith who stuck with him all the 
way. 

He did turn his life around to 
dedicate himself to a life of ser-
vice, which included Judith, and 
both were involved in many com-
munity organisations. They also 
became foster carers for around 
90 pre-adoption neo-natal ba-
bies, sometimes two at a time, 
and they recently were awarded 
the Pride of Australia medal. This 
was indeed a story where Ron’s 
‘bad choices’ were finally turned 

to ‘good choices’. 
The group walked in Edward 

Hunter Reserve in June at the na-
ture reserve just south of Moe. A 
tranquil piece of bushland and 
lake very well suited for a group 
of walkers and dogs to stroll 
along the boardwalks and tracks 
around the lake. 

There is a very good display 
board which shows photos and 
the story of the reserve and its 
purpose for Moe, and the person 
it is now named after. 

It is rich in birdlife, includ-
ing ducks on the lake, and native 
flowers especially native orchids. 
In the 1870’s it served as a water 
catchment area for the town and 
supply to the steam trains. 

There were swimming car-
nivals and even bathing beauty 
contests. It is good to see it has 
been preserved and a great ven-
ue to visit. 

John Attwell

The meeting room that in-
corporates a kitchen, IT 
computer and TV section 

has finally been completed after 
many hours of hard work at Tra-
falgar Men’s Shed. 

Some members worked ex-
tra days, even public holidays to 
finish the insulation, wall lining, 
plastering and painting. The final 
product is a credit to the mem-
ber’s trade work as the kitchen is 
a fully operational project. 

Community jobs continue 
with assistance to local kinder-
gartens, help to the local junior 
fire brigade to construct small 
training fire trucks. Four mem-
bers attended at night to assist 
juniors and advise use of power 
tools. 

Other jobs include the con-
struction of a model aeroplane 
made from crushed cans for a 
Queensland hosteller. The Men’s 
Shed have made a knife rack for 
a 90-year-old lady and even a cat 
scratcher for a local cat. 

The shed has now approxi-
mately 45 members with 20 to 
25 attending on Monday and 
Wednesdays from 9am to 4pm. 
Attendance time is optional. 
The financial committee appre-
ciate any donations from local 
businesses as cost of insulation, 
plaster and paintwork stretches 
limited finances. 

The Men’s Shed wish to thank 
Law Somerville Joinery for lining 
board donations and also Trafal-
gar Community Bendigo Bank 

for financial assistance. 
The Men’s Shed is a great as-

set to the Trafalgar district. The 
shed helps to assist with Men’s 
Health both young and old. 
Members come along and have a 
coffee and cake and a chat about 
anyone’s interests and some 
good old fun times. 

Anyone is welcome to drop 
in for a look at the shed on any 
Monday or Wednesday located 
behind the Trafalgar Public Hall. 

On a rather sad note a mem-
ber informed the shed he has 
a severe bout of cancer. The 
thoughts of all are with you mate 
and any help needed is readily 
available always. 

Activities aplenty at Probus Club Trafalgar Mens Shed 
encourages people
to talk to a mate

Volunteers hard at work constructing the new kitchen. 

Trafalgar Men’s Shed welcomed the installation of a new kitchen. 

Frank Gridley 

Probus club members Ron Bowley, Wayne But-
terworth, John Attwell, Lyn and Ron Jones enjoy a 
walk in Edward Hunrer Reserve.

Ron and Judith Bell were guest speakers 
at Probus recently.
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Trafalgar Mens Shed 
encourages people
to talk to a mate

August for the Baw Baw 
Arts Alliance is the month 
of change when the annu-

al general meeting takes place. 
For most organisations this is 
usually a celebration of exciting 
things that have occurred during 
the previous year and planning 
for the next 12 months. 

For BBAA what is particularly 
exciting this year is the chance 
to look forward to a new proj-
ect, ‘Pat the Dog’. This proposed 
community arts mosaic project 
will be presented by members 
Janet Wylie and Jessie McLen-
nan on the evening of the AGM 

on August 13. Please come and 
hear about this ambitious proj-
ect on the evening. 

Do not forget the Winter 
Arts Market, where you can 
purchase a range of work from 
paintings through to woodwork, 
fibre products, cushions, soaps 
and many more items. The mar-
ket is held on the third Saturday 
of the month inside the West 
Gippsland Arts Centre in the 
Fountain Room. The next one 
will be August 17 from 8.30am 
to 1.00pm. From October to 
March the market will revert to 
the Summer Arts Market in Al-

bert St on Civic Place, Warragul.
During the whole of August, 

painter Timothy O’Shannessy, 
has his second exhibition, this 
time in the ‘Station Gallery’, Yar-
ragon. Tim’s exhibition is aptly 
titled, ‘Timothy’s Trip…a fix of 
Vulture Culture Buzzard style’. 
Tim’s oil paintings have a twist of 
the abstract. He allows the paint 
he applies roughly to canvas in 
the first stages to direct his en-
ergies and help him produce an 
image. He loves bright, vibrant 
colours and this is clearly dem-
onstrated in the works he has on 
display.

Another artist to keep an eye 
on is Wayne Pollard who has 
written poetry for many years 
but is currently exploring an old 
passion for photography. Dur-
ing August his rustic and rusty 
coloured images will be exhib-
ited on ‘The Wall’ at the ‘Station 
Gallery’.

For further information 
about all the regular groups run 
by BBAA and how to apply for 
a stall space at the markets see 
the website www.bawbawartsal-
liance.org.au

The citizen of the year com-
mittee wants you to start think-
ing of appropriate people who 
deserve to be recognised as Tra-
falgar’s 2020 citizen of the year.

Talk to your friends and peo-
ple in your network to decide on 
a person or persons you would 
like to nominate. 

In doing so, consider how 
the person’s actions have in-
spired you and contributed sig-
nificantly to the Trafalgar com-
munity. This could be through 
their voluntary community con-
tribution, work or a combina-
tion of these.

The nomination form for this 
important community award 
will be published in the Sep-

tember and October Traf News 
publications.

Trafalgar Community De-
velopment Association (TCDA) 
commenced the Trafalgar 
Citizen of the Year in 2005 to 
recognise people who have sig-
nificantly contributed to the Tra-
falgar community.

The award originally in-
cluded the provision for posthu-
mous awards, and in 2011, the 
youth award was added.

In 2005 and 2006, the award 
was presented as part of the 
Battle of Trafalgar festivities in 
October.  The TCDA decided 
in 2007 to have it as part of 
the Australia Day celebrations.  
Consequently, no award was 

presented in that year; it being 
held over for a few months until 
Australia Day 2008.

 � 2005 Dr William Ferguson 
(posthumous), Judy Bishop

 � 2006 Mick Bourke (2014 
awarded OAM), Dorothy 
Hoare (2010 awarded OAM)

 � 2007 No award
 � 2008 Ray Harris, Ernie 

Taylor(posthumous)
 � 2009 Walter Sholl, Eileen 

Sholl
 � 2010 Frank Gridley, Helen 

Robinson
 � 2011 Sheila Ferguson 

(posthumous), Darren Wal-
lace

 � 2012 Dr James Brown 
(2014 awarded OAM), Tif-

fany Viney, Sarah Hartnell 
(Youth Award)

 � 2013 Jean Huffer, Laurie 
Huffer, Zac Wallace (Youth 
Award)

 � 2014 Jackie Neale, Georgia 
Farrell (Youth Award)

 � 2015 Robin Sefton, Glenn 
Rodda, Lydia Jacka (Youth 
Award)

 � 2016 Mark Judd, Troy 
Oates (Youth Award)

 � 2017 Billie Pilch, Glenys 
Brennan, Michael Brennan, 
William Hornstra (Youth 
Award)

 � 2018 Ray James (2018 
awarded OAM)

 � 2019 Bill Ringin, Liam 
White (Youth Award)

Baw Baw Shire council is 
warmly encouraging all local 
businesses to join in a new ini-
tiative to help make Baw Baw 
more family friendly.

The Family Friendly Shops 
initiative aims to make it easier 
for residents and visitors with 
children to plan outings and fre-
quent local businesses, know-
ing they’ll have access to family 
friendly services and amenities 
they need.

Any type of business can 
choose to participate in this 
project by displaying a combi-
nation of Family Friendly stick-
ers, which will allow families to 
easily identify where they can 
access services and facilities 
they need when shopping in the 
shire.

Baw Baw Shire Council May-
or Cr Mikaela Power said it was 
important to make the area as 
attractive as possible. 

“This initiative will not only 
help parents with young chil-
dren to feel more welcome 
when they’re out and about, it’ll 
also be an opportunity for local 
businesses to be recognised for 
their family friendly features and 
even attract new customers,” 
she said. 

“I encourage all local busi-

nesses operators to jump on 
board to help us to create a 
more friendly community for 
everyone.”

The sticker system is as an 
easy and eye-catching way to let 
families know that facilities like 
a parent room for feeding, or a 
toilet with change facilities are 
available without the obligation 
of making a purchase.

With a growing number of 
new families moving to the area 
becoming family friendly (or 
showing off your existing family 
friendly features) makes good 
sense for businesses. It can be 
a great tool for attracting new 
customers, increasing customer 
retention, and as a promotional 
tool to increase customer sat-
isfaction and raise your profile 
on social media and rating web-
sites.

Registering your business is 
free and easy. Simply visit the 
Family Friendly Shops webpage. 
There, you’ll find an informa-
tion pack and an online regis-
tration form.

For further information call 
Family and Children’s Service 
Access and Equity Coordinator 
Michele McCrohan on 5624 
2540.

Baw Baw Arts Alliance 
AGM this month 

Who are Trafalgar’s 
leading citizens?

Shop where you 
see family friendly 

stickers 

Mick Bourke 

Trafalgar Cricket Club
‘Part of our community since 1888’

Corner Waterloo and Reserve Road, Trafalgar 

NEW PLAYERS WELCOME
Senior and junior teams, all abilities  

and ages catered for. 

Connect via Facebook (Trafalgar Cricket Club Ships)
Instagram @trafalgar_cc

email trafalgarcricketclub@gmail.com

Contact:  Craig White - President - 0417 032 864
Liam Durkin - Secretary - 0402 556 338 
Melanie White - Treasurer - 0418 575 480

Nationalism is an 
infantile sickness. It 
is the measles of the 

human race.   
– Albert Einstein 

Alberts Corner

Jean Farmer
 The Trust Members of the 

Trafalgar Public Cemetery are 
saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of our valued Trust Member 
Jean.  Her dedication and com-

mitment to the Trust and the 
community in which she lives 
will be missed. Our thoughts 
are with our Trust Chairman 
Peter and his family at this sad 
time.

Trafalgar public Cemetery
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The uncertainty surround-
ing the Alberton Football 
Netball League debacle 

wont change governments, start 
or stop wars or create a life-sav-
ing scientific breakthrough.

To a lot of people however, 
it involves something far more 
important - their football and 
netball club.  

Sport is based on emotion 
not logic. Why else would grown 
men walk down the street wear-
ing sleeveless football jumpers 
or stand in the rain to listen to 
a cliché ridden quarter time ad-
dress out on the ground? 

AFL Gippsland must have 
thought the Mid Gippsland Foot-
ball League was reasonable and 
practical rather than passionate 
and parochial and that once the 
proposed merger went ahead 
last year it would be easier for 
football and netball to flourish 
into the future. 

It may well have - had they 
actually bothered to consult the 
MGFL before it released its rec-
ommendation. 

Was it any wonder then that 
the merger proposal was greeted 
with a South Park like “they took 
our jobs!” sort of apathy from 
the MGFL last October?  

The bird brains in charge 
could have at least given peo-
ple the chance to formulate a 
choice. If the MGFL didn’t come 
out in numbers then the merger 
would have gone ahead without 
opposition. 

The pro-merger campaign 
treated those running against it 
as well-intentioned eccentrics 
out of their depth. Was there 
any surprise then that the silent 
majority rose up and demanded 
their voices be heard? Even if 
these voices came in the form 
of A3 posters and online mud-
slinging the point was they were 
passionate about their clubs and 
their league. 

However, being passionate in 
decision making doesn’t achieve 
much, what does achieve some-
thing is making impartial, evi-
dence-based decisions. 

Which is why the merger 
should have gone ahead.  

When it was rejected it was 
highly unlikely an appropriate 
resolution was ever going to be 
reached. 

And so it has proven. 
Here we are virtually 12 

months later and nothing has 
changed.  The Alberton clubs 
were always going to look for a 
new home, even if it meant com-
ing back to Mid Gippsland. Any-
one who thought differently was 
kidding themselves.  

By not merging, the continued 
uncertainty has only succeeded 
in casting a dark cloud across 
both camps, and has made both 
leagues seasons something of a 

write-off. 
People are talking more 

about the drama happening off-
field as opposed to on it. Regard-
less of the circumstances, that is 
never healthy no matter which 
way you look at it.  

Despite the way in which the 
recommendation was handed 
down, the proposed league 
would have signaled the start of 
an exciting new venture for clubs 
across Gippsland. 

A bigger competition would 
have eliminated the status quo 
of the MGFL, which is clearly not 
making for pretty reading when 
scores are broadcast each week. 

Perennial MGFL power-
houses can’t find juniors, netball 
teams are losing by 100 goals 
and the only way Yallourn Yal-
lourn North won’t win the senior 
flag this year is if it tests positive 
to a banned substance, which 
is highly unlikely, unless the 
banned substance list is widened 
to include VB stubbies.  

Those against the move got 
up in arms about travel, saying it 
wasn’t viable to drive just over an 
hour to reach a destination. 

But the travel only equated to 
around an extra 500 kilometres, 
and that was only for the worst 
affected club. In simple terms, 
people would basically have had 
to have done five extra hours of 
driving, which it must remem-
ber would have been spaced out 
across a 20 week season.  

If people were going to base 
an argument around misleading 
data to a level that was so absurd, 
they could have at least made it 
about something that was actu-
ally impressive. Orbost-Snowy 
Rovers travel just on two hours 
to play Boisdale-Briagolong in 
the East Gippsland league, two 
hyphenated clubs made up of 
townships not too dissimilar to 
those in Mid Gippsland.  

Gippsland is a big place, and 
contrary to what some politicians 
think, doesn’t end in Traralgon.  

Travel is a part of everyday 
life, the MGFL clubs may have 
just taken for granted how lucky 
they were to have so many teams 
within close proximity to each 
other. When the proposal to 
merge first came to hand, people 
shrieked like Mrs Lovejoy and 
cried “wont somebody please 
think of the children!”. 

They said that having juniors 
travelling from Hill End to Stony 
Creek would have been detri-
mental.  

Would it have been too much 
for clubs to arrange a bus to 
transport kids to and from 
games? Just a suggestion but 
maybe even a sponsor could 
have subsisdised the cost. 

What’s to say families couldn’t 
plan to have a nice weekend 
away if their son or daughter was 

scheduled to play in Toora for 
example? They could play sport 
in the morning and go to Port 
Albert in the afternoon. 

Generally if you find some-
thing relaxing to do it is better 
than being perpetually outraged 
all the time. 

Those who said travel was 
going to be the biggest problem 
were probably the same ones 
who told their clubs they would 
be happy to help in any way - 
provided it didn’t use up any of 
their time, money or effort.  

Others criticised the salary 
cap, but this could have been 
fixed had an AFL body guaran-
teed it would facilitate funds in 
order for clubs to pay it.  

One of the key pillars to com-
petitive balance is an ability for 
clubs to afford to pay the salary 
cap. If the money was allocated 
no one would have grounds to 
complain. That being said, the 
governing bodies can’t hold 
clubs hands and walk them 
through a season. Even if money 
was a foreseeable problem it’s 
not as if clubs were going to lose 
that much anyway if the merger 
went ahead. With a top eight fi-
nals system (as was proposed) 
there would have been eight op-
portunities for clubs to host a 
final. Everyone knows how much 
revenue can be gained at finals 
time, and a top eight would have 
also given those usually middle 
tier teams a relatively good 
chance of featuring in finals.  

Teams playing finals generally 
make more money. People like 
being associated with winners.  

But, instead of going through, 
all the subsequent merger talks 
have done is create another issue 
for clubs to deal with.  

Clubs already have enough 
to worry about as it is, and this 
catastrophe has probably just 
made committee members won-
der why they ever put their hand 
up at their clubs annual general 
meeting.  

The ongoing cost of getting 
teams out onto the park, find-
ing enough sponsors motivated 
to want to spend money, player 
welfare and political correctness 
are just a host of things clubs 
are forced to address in today’s 
climate.  

And that’s just to run the club 
let alone actually play games, 
which leaves some on a hiding to 
nothing anyway.  

As seasons wind up and start 
again clubs have to assess wheth-
er to risk recruiting a plethora of 
talented players for the sake of 
winning games and potentially 
upsetting locals, or whether they 
just play it safe and stick with 
homegrown talent they know 
isn’t that good and guarantee 
themselves a middle-of-the-table 
finish every year. 

So where does it end? Where 
is the enjoyment for the people 
who do it year after year and see 
no success?  

How do you attract players to 
a club with average results? How 
do you retain juniors and en-
courage them to play through to 
the seniors if they see the seniors 
getting smashed every week? 
Chicken and egg stuff really. 

And even if on field success 
comes it can sometimes just 
gloss over problems that exist or 
have always existed. 

What good is winning if years 
up the track a handful of people 
on a Saturday night sit in the club 
rooms and look at a premiership 
flag and watch a DVD of the game 
and see people who spent a year 
or two at the club and barely 
spoke to anyone before leaving? 

Surely the whole purpose 
of a football and netball club is 
to play football and netball and 
have a good social and physical 
activity to bring people together. 
Winning a premiership is the 
goal of each team within the 
club, but the club itself should 
aim to remain a place for people 
to gather and play sport together.  

Most clubs usually get out of 
financial trouble thanks to a gen-
erous white knight, but even they 
must be getting close to their 
limit.  

And people can’t expect ad-
ministrators and players to bleed 
for their clubs, if they ever want 
to bleed they’ll visit a blood 
bank.  

It is no exaggeration to say 
that the workload for club offi-
cials now demands so much time 
there will come a day somebody 
will actually have to be employed 
by the club to be either a presi-
dent, secretary or sponsorship 
director. 

Imagine if that notion was 
suggested 20 years ago, it would 
have been laughed out of town.  

Most people probably felt that 
if a merger couldn’t get over the 
line because people ignored one 
camps cry for help then such a 
strategy was dead. 

But now negotiations have 
reopened, although only a few 
AFNL clubs will be welcomed 
into the MGFL. 

It is not up to the MGFL to 
save Alberton. People have being 
put into high positions of power 
to do that.  

No one cares if people who 
work for the AFL are nice guys or 
not. What they care about is the 
game and their clubs.  

This chaos needs to come to 
an end.  

These poor Alberton clubs 
need to find a home.

NB: Liam Durkin is journalist 
at the Gippsland Times and has 
been covering the MGFL-AFNL 
story since last October.  

Trafalgar’s own David 
Wombat Lyons has been 
nominated in the 2019 

Victorian Regional Achievement 
and Community Awards. 

David was nominated in the 
community group category, 
after an extensive state-wide 

search was conducted. 
Finalists will be presented 

and winners announced at an 
awards gala presentation on 
Friday, October 11. 

The overall winner stands to 
claim $4000, air time packages 
on PRIME7 and a state trophy. 

AROUND THE
HISTORICAL

Society
Dianne Ireland

The Swimming Club 
photo which has been 
published in the last 

two editions of the Traf News 
produced more informa-
tion, this time to confirm it 
is Peter O’Hern, centre row, 
right. Thank you Rhonda 
Kneebone (O’Hern). 

The society has received 
a request looking for any 
record of Jordan Street in 
Thorpdale. Please contact 
Jean Huffer on 56331960 if 
you can help with this.

The building in Contin-
gent St is open to the public 
on the first and third Fridays 
of each month from 2pm 
until 4.30pm, otherwise by 
appointment. Please phone 
Jean Huffer on 56331960 
or John Weymouth on 5633 
1756 if you wish to attend 
outside these hours. Re-
search can be done at your 
request, with a small fee ap-

plied.
Membership to the Soci-

ety is now due and has been 
retained at $15. Subscrip-
tions to the quarterly Gazette 
can be purchased for $20. 
These can be paid to Glenys 
Ralls, details of whom are in 
the latest Gazette.

The email address for the 
Society is historicalsociety-
traf@gmail.com

The next meeting of the 
Trafalgar and District Histor-
ical Society will be the AGM, 
followed by a general meet-
ing. All members and visitors 
will be made most welcome. 
This will be on August 21 at 
the kindergarten building.

The latest edition of the 
Gazette is available for $4 at 
the Post Office or Newsagen-
cy and contains the history of 
the Criterion Hotel, which is 
pictured on the front cover.

The Criterion Hotel, pictured circa 1885. 

Will somebody please help 
the Alberton clubs? 

Opinion – Liam Durkin 

Wombat 
nominated 
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Telling the complete

“Holden Story”

Ph: 5633 2462              74 Waterloo Road Trafalgar

Open 10 - 5pm Weekends & Public Holidays

  Like us on Facebook - Trafalgar Holden Museum

Yarragon Primary School 
received funding to help 
with the creation of Frog 

Bogs. This type of wetland habi-
tat increases biodiversity in the 
surrounding area and provides 
schools with an ever-evolving 
outdoor classroom.

ResourceSmart Schools 
across Gippsland have shared in 
$11,000 of funding to help them 
become more sustainable.

Frog bogs, chooks, water 
efficiencies and trash puppets 
are just some of exciting initia-
tives put forward by schools in 
Gippsland to further sustain-
ability. 

In May 2019, ResourceSmart 
Schools Gippsland offered the 
opportunity for schools to apply 
for extra funds to help deliver 
on their sustainability, education 
and community stewardship 
goals.

Alison Taylor, ResourceSmart 
Schools Coordinator for 
Gippsland said, ‘It’s been fan-
tastic for us to support schools 
who have worked hard to inves-
tigate what they need to be more 
sustainable. Reading through 
their submissions has been en-
couraging and inspiring and I’m 
excited to see them put their 
plans in place and deliver real 
changes for their school and 

As part of the respectful 
relationships program 
and school commitment 

to reducing domestic and family 
violence in the community, rep-

resentatives from the school at-
tended a forum from Gippsland 
Womens Health presented by As-
sociate Professor Michael Flood 
at the Traralgon Golf Club in late 

June for a workshop on engag-
ing boys and men in the work to 
prevent violence against women 
and family violence. 

Trafalgar High School takes 

a lead role locally in respect-
ful relationships education and 
support community prevention 
work towards reducing avoid-
ance in our community. 

Yarragon Primary School receive 
ResourceSmart Schools funding

High school advocate
respectful relationships 

Media Release

Wombat Lyons 

Students at Yarragon Primary School are putting their funding toward the creation of a Frog Bog.

community. 
“We congratulate all 

schools involved and look 

forward to seeing them 
reap the rewards that 
come from being sustain-

ability champions,” Alison 
Taylor acknowledged.

Through the Re-

sourceSmart Schools pro-
gram facilitators, based in 
the region, work with 90 

Gippsland schools to in-
tegrate sustainability into 
the curriculum, providing 

individual support and 
mentoring to schools in 
each council area.

David Wombat Lyons from Trafalgar High School, Respectful Relationships Liaison Officer for Inner Gippsland Department of Education 
Tanya Kilogower, and Associate Professor Michael Flood at a seminar at the Traralgon Golf Club. 

Wally’s Words
Telstra would like 
to inform everyone 
that Helen Waite is 
now in charge of all 
rush orders. If you 
are in a hurry, just 
go to Helen Waite– 

Wally
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Thinking of Tyres?
THINK

John Brown for Tyres
We specialise:  • Any Tyre
 • Any Vehicle
 • Any Machine

Farm Service Wheel Balancing
All Brands Available

Established over 35 years.
Best prices and excellent service

88 Waterloo Road, Trafalgar
Ph: 5633 1679 Mob: 0428 515 873

 Trafalgar Men
and Boys Wear

Est. 1966 

(03) 5633 1129 
16 Contingent Street, Trafalgar 

FOR ALL WORKWEAR & CLUBWEAR
 � Polos
 �Hoodies
 � Jackets
 � Polar fleece
 �Caps & Beanies

Screenprinting &   
Embroidery Available

32 years in Business

Trafalgar Junior Fire Brigade and Allambee 
camp host Vietnamese teenagers

Allambee School Camp 
contacted Trafalgar Junior 
Fire Brigade with the pros-

pect of bringing some foreign 
teenagers to the station, from 
Vietnam.

The Fire Brigade Juniors 
were delighted, and the visit was 
organised for Thursday 11 July 

2019.
On hand were senior fire bri-

gade members from Trafalgar 
and Yarragon brigades to assist 
the Fire Brigade Juniors with 
their training of our guests.

The Juniors themselves ran 
4 workshops at the fire station, 
teaching our guests the basics 

of fire in the house, including 
‘Stop, drop and Roll’ and ‘Get 
down low and go, go, go!’ as well 
as showing them around the sta-
tion and the trucks.

Another workshop included 
identifying and using a fire ex-
tinguisher, which a lot of our 
guests had never done before. It 

was a good opportunity for the 
Fire Brigade Juniors to be able 
to teach their skills they have 
learned, since joining the bri-
gade.

Then to finish the work-
shop rotation up, everyone got 
to have a squirt of the fire hose 
(can’t visit a fire station and not 

squirt water at something!) the 
objective to fill a garbage bin 
to remove an empty carry-boy 
container. This allowed them the 
opportunity to play with different 
nozzle flow rates and direction 
etc.

All in all a good night was 
had, the Vietnamese kids learned 

a lot that they can hopefully take 
home and one day maybe put 
into practise.

All of the Trafalgar Junior Fire 
Brigade team did an amazing job 
teaching, and it was enlightening 
to see how much they have actu-
ally learned.

Haylee Oates

Junior Fire Fighter Alexander Baker and Senior Fire Brigade Adrian Allatt showing the guests around Trafalgar’s Fire Trucks.

Junior Fire Fighter Lachlan Allatt with Senior Fire Fighter Simone 
Bassee teaching fire safety tips

Junior Fire Brigade members teach how to use fire extinguishers

Junior Fire Fighters Jett Boothman and Drazic Rosse showing 
their visitors around the fire trucks

Trafalgar fire truck group photo of Senior, Junior fire brigade members and our Vietnamese friends
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ILLIAMS

ASTE
14 Melaleuca Drive,
Trafalgar East

Mobile: 0418 560 171
Phone/Fax: 03 5633 1991

Liquid Waste Specialists

A Little Patch of Country

Watch our windows for 
weekly quilt specials!  

Up to 50% off!
63 Princes Highway, Trafalgar

Ph:  5633 2311

Compiled By Jack McDonald from newspapers held in the Trafalgar and District Historical Society Archives

Remember WHEN

The Trafalgar & 
Yarragon News, 
August 1929

August 1 – Stock on 
Roads

Owners of stock grazing on 
the roads of the Narracan Shire 
are reminded that on and after 
today (Thursday, August 1st) 
all stock found at large on any 
road or unfenced land will be 
impounded unless a registration 
fee has been paid in advance.

Royal Humane Society 
Award

Included in the list of awards 
made by the Royal Humane So-
ciety of Australasia for the year 
ended June 30 is the name of 
Edith Melba Rodda of Thorp-
dale, who will receive a bronze 
medal. This medal was awarded 
for rescuing her husband from 
an infuriated bull.

She battered the animal away 
by hitting it on the head with 
a swingle bar, and kept it off 
while she dragged her husband 
through a fence.

Laughter from the 
Ladies

When football was inclined to 
be rough last Saturday a timely 
diversion was caused by a player 
losing a vital part of his attire. 
Trafalgar player Alan McCrorey 
evidently thought a Moe player 
looked too hot, so pulled his 
knickers off! Spectators, particu-
larly the feminine portion, gave 

vent to loud mirth.

August 29 – Angling 
Smoke Night

The Yarragon Angling Club 
held their annual smoke night 
and distribution of prizes in the 
Yarragon Mechanics’ Hall last 
Wednesday night when there was 
a good attendance.

Mr Griffiths said everyone 
should belong to the Angling 
Club, and so assist in the great 
work of the hatching boxes 
which had been installed at Tra-
falgar. The success of the hatch-
ing boxes at Trafalgar were due 
to the work of Mr Christopher 
Johnstone of the “Times” news-
paper.

The Gippsland News, 
August 1959

August 6 – First 
Appearance of 
Marching Girls

Trafalgar Youth Club March-
ing Girls made their first public 
appearance on Saturday last at 
the football match and the pub-
lic were agreeably surprised and 
pleased with the progress these 
girls have made in such a short 
space of time, which is in no 
small way due to the keenness of 
the girls themselves and their in-
structor (Mr Terry Laybourne).

Collected for Youth 
Club

At the recent annual meet-
ing of the Trafalgar Youth Club 

it was announced that Mr Joe 
Woods of Trafalgar, had, through 
the aid of his collection jar and 
the generosity of the patrons of 
the Criterion Hotel, collected 
the magnificent sum of £600 
($18,100 today) during the past 
five years for the continuance of 
Youth Club Activities in Trafalgar.

August 13 – 
Debutantes Presented 
at Trafalgar

Following one of the severest 
storms in Trafalgar’s history, Fri-
day, August 7 dawned with com-
parative calm, much to the relief 
of all interested in the Annual 
Church of England Debutante 
Ball to be held that night. This 
social event of the year certainly 
lived up to its reputation in ev-
ery detail and the record crowd 
obviously enjoyed the delightful 
presentation of the eleven lovely 
debutantes.

Debutantes and their part-
ners were: Helen Browne/
Shane Mather, Janice Young/
Barry Mather, Orma Ashby/Gra-
ham Mitchell, Janet Osler/Bert 
Mynard, Valerie Martin/Richard 
Stevens, Valerie Davey/Bruce 
Donaldson, Carol Dillon/Len 
Hayes, Lynette Jean/Frank Grid-
ley, Beverly Price/Graham Rob-
erts, Pamela Ward/Kevin Eagle, 
Kathleen Rankin/Alan Rankin.

August 20 – 
Playground for 
Trafalgar

The Narracan Shire Coun-

cil have accepted the ground in 
Murray Street, Trafalgar, from 
the Housing Commission for the 
sum of £265 ($8000) with the 
idea of providing a playground 
for children in that area.

The Apex club of Trafalgar 
have a project well in hand to 
equip and maintain the play-
ground, and councillors at last 
Monday’s meeting agreed that 
the move was in the right direc-
tion and that a playground in 
the area mentioned would be of 
great benefit to the children.

August 27 – Trafalgar 
Apex Activities

An interesting and differ-
ent form of entertainment will 
be staged by the Apex Club of 
Trafalgar when a Spring Fashion 
Parade will be held in aid of the 
Swimming Pool Appeal. Lovely 
local girls will model the lat-
est spring styles in beach wear, 
sports and leisure wear and af-
ternoon and evening frocks from 
leading local and district fashion 
houses.

Traf News, August 
2001

August - $50,000 
Grant to Traf News

The future of Traf News looks 
bright with the announcement of 
$49,999 ($74,500 today) in Fed-
eral Government backing under 
the Regional Solutions Program. 
Patron Senator for McMillan, Ju-
dith Troeth, announced the fund-

ing and said she was delighted 
the funding would go towards 
the purchase of printing equip-
ment to print the community 
newspaper, Traf News.

Lioness “Christmas in 
July”

The Lioness Club of Trafalgar 
recently celebrated “Christmas 
in July” at the Community Centre. 
Members of the Trafalgar Lions 
Club catered for the dinner. The 
dinner was originally conceived 
as a “thank you” to the Lioness 
Club for all their assistance to the 
Lions Club during the year.

Community Bank 
Progress

Our progress towards the 
target is growing and we would 
anticipate it to be at $300,000 
($447,000 today) by the end of 
July. We still have a challenge 
ahead of us if we are to reach 
$450,000 ($670,000 today) 
for Trafalgar and $300,000 
($446,000 today) for Yarragon. 
As stated we cannot go into the 
feasibility stage until we have 
reached our target.

Boxing Gym News
Sunday, 8th July saw Dean 

Mak, a resident of Trafalgar win 
the Super Heavy- Weight Golden 
Gloves title in an Olympic Style 
Boxing Championship bout at 
the Reggio Calabria Club in West 
Brunswick. Dean capped it off 
by winning the trophy for best 
boxer of the day out of a field 

of 26 contenders. The Trafalgar 
Boxing Gym. has been competing 
in White Collar Boxing events, 
having returned with Gold, Silver 
and Bronze medals in March, 
June and July.

Football Milestones
Trafalgar Football Club mile-

stones continue with stalwart 
Rob Sapkin playing his 350th 
club game against Thorpdale in 
late June. Rob, known to all and 
sundry as “Sappy”, has had many 
highlights since he debuted 23 
years ago in 1978.

“Sappy” also works very hard 
off the ground, often being the 
first person you see when you 
enter the Recreation Reserve, as 
he mans the gate prior to play-
ing.

Uralla Nature Reserve
Uralla, simply by being a nat-

ural forest environment, offers 
value by contributing to the di-
versity of the community. Diver-
sity is an attractive element both 
economically and socially. Uralla 
then is of considerable value to 
the Trafalgar community. Present 
and future management of the 
Reserve for community recre-
ation and education is the focus 
of the Community Management 
Committee – a voluntary body 
that any community minded per-
son is welcome to be involved in.

Sharks are thought to be the 
only animals that never 
get sick, possibly 
immune to every 
known disease, 
including cancer. 

IT’S
TRUE
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Tara Barnes traded her wavy 
blond locks for a buzz cut on 
Saturday when she braved 

the clippers to take part in the 
World’s Greatest Shave at Trafalgar 
Public Hall.

The 31-year-old mother of 
two raised more than $2800 at 
the community fundraiser, which 
also included a silent auction, face 
painting, kids craft, and morning 

tea.
This, coupled with her previ-

ous fundraising efforts, brought 
Tara’s total raised for the Leukae-
mia Foundation to an impressive 
$7674, with more donations still 
coming in.

All money raised will go to-
wards cancer research and patient 
support.

Tara was motivated to get 

involved in the World’s Great-
est Shave after close friend Kylie 
O’Farrell’s father was diagnosed 
with aggressive cancer.

“He was first diagnosed six 
years ago and has battled the dis-
ease successfully twice during that 
time,” Tara said.

“Unfortunately the cancer is 
now back again and this time it’s 
a blood cancer as a result of his 

previous intensive chemotherapy. 
It’s just devastating.”

Tara comforted her friend, but 
hated feeling helpless and started 
thinking of something she could 
do. 

“That’s when I decided to 
shave my head and it snowballed 
to become a big fundraiser for the 
Leukaemia Foundation.

“Local businesses got behind 

me and I had great support in the 
form of donations to the auction, 
and other contributions. It was a 
wonderful community effort.

“Hopefully the money raised 
and the research it funds helps my 
friend and her family, and in the 
long run hopefully it helps prevent 
other families going through what 
they are.”

Donations to Tara’s fundrais-

ing effort can still be made by 
searching for Tara Barnes at www.
worldsgreatestshave.com. 

Tara also encouraged people to 
become blood and bone marrow 
donors to help those battling blood 
cancers.

tArA losEs locks for
World’s grEAtEst shAvE

By Leah Mether

 Tara traded her wavy locks for a buzz cut to raise money for the 
Leukaemia Foundation. 

 Tara Barnes (right) decided to take part in the World’s Greatest Shave in support of her friend Kylie O’Farrell (left) whose father 
is currently battling blood cancer. Photos :Colour of Life Photography

fatal crash at trafalgar 

A high speed collision at 
Trafalgar on the evening of 
Saturday, 16 July has killed 

a man and left a woman with life 
threatening injuries.

A 30-year-old Berwick man 
died at the scene after his vehicle 
crashed onto the railway line and 
burst into flames.

Police said excessive speed 
could be blamed for the fatal col-
lision that claimed the driver of 

one vehicle and left a couple in a 
second vehicle suffering life threat-
ening and serious injuries.

The railway line and highway 
was closed for about four hours 
while emergency services cleared 
the scene.  The man’s vehicle was 
a burnt out wreckage on the rail-
way line.

The collision occurred at about 
8.15pm.

Police said the man was travel-

ling west in a Holden Commodore 
when he lost control near Hardy 
Drive, struck the median strip and 
collided almost head-on with a 
Holden Commodore wagon travel-
ling east.

Police said the man’s vehicle 
crashed into railing and the high 
speed of the impact caused the 
vehicle to be air-borne, eventually 
crashing onto the adjacent railway 
line where it burst into flames after 

impact.
The latest fatality brings the 

total number of lives lost on Victo-
ria’s roads to 159, an increase of 
20 on this time last year.

Anyone who may have wit-
nessed the collision or has infor-
mation is urged to contact Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
 Source Warragul Gazette/Po-
lice news Driver has died and a woman seriously injured in a two-car col-

lision in Trafalgar road
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Baw Baw Shire Council has released fi nd-
ings from the 2017 Community Satisfac-
tion Survey identifying mixed results of 

areas with increased performance and areas 
with room for improvement.

The annual survey is carried out by the De-
partment of Environment, Land, Water and Plan-
ning (DELWP) on behalf of Victorian Councils, 
this year from 1 February to 30 March 2017.

The survey is conducted annually by tele-
phone, interviewing a sample of 400 Baw Baw 
Shire residents (aged over 18) across all gen-
der and age groups representative of the local 
population.

Mayor of Baw Baw Shire Councillor Joe 
Gauci said it was encouraging to see improve-
ments from last year across four of the seven 
performance measures including overall perfor-
mance, overall direction and sealed local road 
conditions.

“We are pleased to see some satisfaction 
points on the rise, but as councillors we are still 
not entirely satisfi ed with these results and we’ll 
be working hard over the next 12 months to ad-
dress areas that need improvement.

“In our new council plan, we’ve identifi ed 
amongst other priorities the need for continu-
ous improvement, and the community’s experi-

ence of using our services. 
“Customer service is one area that we con-

tinue to do well in and although satisfaction 
is slightly down from last year, it remains our 
strongest performing area which is a positive 
sign.

“Overall the survey results indicate improve-
ments in some areas, stability in others, and 
some performance declines too, however we 
want to assure our community that council is 
continually striving for customer excellence in 
all service areas and these results will help in-
form our business planning and guide our fu-
ture direction.

The mayor also expressed his appreciation 
to the community members that participated in 
the survey.

“I would like to thank all the members of 
the Baw Baw community for their feedback and 
participation in the state-wide survey,” said the 
mayor.

Council encourages the community to pro-
vide their feedback at any time throughout the 
year by contacting the Customer Service team or 
local councillors.

For the full survey results, go to Community 
Satisfaction Survey.

Dalton Templeton an ap-
prentice farrier was 
awarded the prestigious 

Russell Turner Encouragement 
Award at a recent meeting of the 
Lions Club of Trafalgar. 

It is the 21st year the award 
has been presented to com-
memorate the memory of former 
Trafalgar Lions Club member 
Russ Turner who died tragically 
in 1996. He was a club mem-
ber for 25 years, serving as club 
president in 1982-83 and was a 
wonderful worker for the club 
and the community.

Dalton was presented with a 
cheque for $1000 by club presi-
dent Ian Bosma

This year there were two 
other applicants for the award, 
Brandon Taylor an apprentice 
Boiler Maker – Engineering 
Fabrication employed at Austra-
lian Trailer Manufactures and 
Michael Rosato an Agricultural 
Mechanic at Traf Tractor & Ma-
chinery 

President Ian Bosma con-
gratulated Dalton on his win 
and wished all applicants suc-
cess in their chosen careers. He 
also thanked Neil Grimshaw, the 
Chairman of the judging panel 
for his insightful presentation of 
the prestigious award. 

Prestigious russ turner
encouragement award winner

Trafalgar Lions president Ian Bosma presents a cheque for $1,000 to Dalton Templeton. 

 Lynne Byrne

Mixed results of community satisfaction survey
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www.propaintbodyworks.com.au
email: jake@propaintbodyworks.com.au

23 MIDDLE ROAD, TRAFALGAR.

5633 2076
Real Estate Agents

77 Princes Hwy,
Trafalgar VIC 3824

Phone: (03) 5633 2858
admin@strzeleckirealty.com.au

www.strzeleckirealty.com.au

www.amgelectrical.com.au
Switchboard upgrades, LED Lighting 

replacement. Breakdown service 24/7.

5633 3098
2D McCrorey Street Trafalgar

www.antonhair.com.au
(book online via the phone or in person)

P18

neTball
JUniors

Youth and the tanjil valley Art show
The Tanjil Valley Art Show 

has always had a core 
mission of encouraging 

the local youth to enter their art-
work or photographs.

For some time now we have 
been able to donate surplus 
funds from each show to the lo-
cal schools for the purchase of 
art suppliers. 

This year in the under 13 
2D & 3D art category “What 
Makes me Happy”, fi ve primary 
schools, St Josephs, Tanjil South, 
Trafalgar, Willow Grove and Yal-
lourn North entered the show. 
This is on top of the individuals 
who also entered, giving us a to-
tal of 109 under 13s displaying 
their individual talents.

Trafalgar High school stu-
dents also entered with contri-
butions in the Youth Photogra-
phy section.

The feedback we have re-
ceived from family and friends 
has been amazing. The under 
13s have especially been excited 
to show off their work in the gal-
lery designated to them in the re-
located Fumina primary school 
building on the grounds of the 
old Hill End primary school.

Some are already planning 
on what they will do next year, 
even though we have not decid-
ed on the topic yet!

Youth art in the 14 to 18 
year category, plus youth pho-
tography, each year produce 
some wonderful works and this 
year was no exception. Portraits 
came to the fore in the 14 to 18 
years artwork, with quite a few 
still life/abstract subjects in the 
photography.

Over the twelve years of the 
show we have seen students go 
from primary school to univer-
sity, but still entering each year, 
a fascinating journey watch-
ing their talents improve as the 

Youth Photography Highly Commended, ‘Steelwool’ photo by Alex Mirkovic

 » CONTINUED PAGE7

years pass. So many of the youth 
entering have interesting stories 
behind their artwork/photos, 
helping to overcome personal 
situations and being used as an 
outlet or therapy.

This year one young 7 year 
old diagnosed with severe au-

tism, displayed his artwork 
which is being used to help 
him with his coordination, be-
ing unable to cross the middle 
line of his body. He was awarded 
a Highly Commended for one 
of his entries which highly de-
lighted his mum. A 10 year old 

youngster saw a technique of 
melting wax on to a canvas on 
You Tube and decided to try 
it herself. Cakes, clowns and 
spectacles made an appearance 
under the topic of ‘What Makes 
Me Happy’, the topic for the 
2018 show. Unicorns, hobbies, 

animals, pop stars, nature and 
castles also made appearances, 
giving a wide range of ‘Happi-
ness’.

Already plans are underway 
for the 2019 show, with a new 
sub-committee in place to en-
hance and encourage the youth 

for next year. Follow us on Face-
book to keep informed of the 
topic(s) for next year and mean-
while here are some of the en-
tries from the 2018 show. Thank 
you to all the students who en-
tered this year and hopefully you 
will be back in 2019.

traf News began as a sub-committee of trafalgar community development Association in May 1999 and remained a tcdA sub committee until 19th March 2009 when traf news became an incorporated association

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

20182017201620152014
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Farming News

Protections against 
farm trespass and 
theft strengthened by 
federal government   

The Victorian Farmers Fed-
eration (VFF) congratulates the 
Morrison-McCormack Govern-
ment for introducing a Bill in 
the first sitting week that will 
strengthen protections for Aus-
tralian farmers against trespass, 
theft and other property of-
fences.

 “I commend the Federal 
Government for prioritising the 
protection of farmers against 
those wishing to incite trespass 
on farms, property damage, or 
animal theft,” said Mr David Jo-
chinke, VFF President.

 “The fear of farm invasions 
and harassment from animal ac-
tivists is very real for farmers in 
Victoria. On top of all the other 
challenges they are facing, farm-
ers cannot be expected to live in 
fear every day.

 “The new criminal offences 
proposed in this Bill will further 
deter individuals and groups 
from sharing farm addresses 
and encouraging others to in-
vade farms or steal livestock.

 “We will be closely follow-
ing this Bill as it passes through 
the Parliament, and hope that it 
is enshrined in law as soon as 

possible.”
 The Criminal Code Amend-

ment (Agricultural Protection) 
Bill 2019 was introduced last 
month into the House of Rep-
resentatives by the Attorney-
General Christian Porter MP. The 
Bill has now been referred to the 
Senate Legal and Constitutional 
Affairs Legislation Committee, 
which will report on the Bill by 
Friday 6 September 2019.

 “The Inquiry into the Impact 
of Animal Rights Activism on Vic-
torian Agriculture is still ongo-
ing, and I encourage every farm-
er and supply chain business to 
write a submission, no matter 
how short, telling the Victorian 
Government how important it is 
to protect farmers from trespass 
and theft,” Mr Jochinke said. 

 “Consumers are free to eat, 
or not eat, whatever they want. 
We are lucky to live a country 
with a diverse, prosperous ag-
ricultural industry that delivers 
a huge range of safe, sustain-
able food. The issue is when a 
small number of people choose 
to push their own dietary prefer-
ences onto others and break the 
law to target individual farmers.” 

Livestock industries 
tackle key issues at 
Annual Meeting   

Members of the cattle, sheep, 
wool and goat industries will 
gather at the Victorian Farm-
ers Federation (VFF) Livestock 
Group Annual Meeting to discuss 
the key challenges facing live-
stock producers.

 “Our industry is under in-
creasing scrutiny and many live-
stock farmers are feeling pres-
sure on all sides. It’s crucial for 
us to come together to discuss a 
national strategy for dealing with 
issues like vegan activists, animal 
welfare, live export, mulesing, 
and industry sustainability,” said 
Mr Leonard Vallance, VFF Live-
stock President.

 “We will have representa-
tives from all the national peak 
livestock bodies at the Annual 
Meeting to discuss how we can 
collectively address these chal-
lenges, and use them as an op-
portunity to connect with con-
sumers.

 “Many of the issues we’re ex-
periencing are rooted in the dis-
connection between farmers and 
our customers. This means we 
have an opportunity to become 
better advocates for our industry 
and to better communicate how 
we’re working hard every day to 
meet customer expectations.

 “All of the peak bodies pre-
senting at our Annual Meeting 
are leading the livestock indus-

try to increase traceability, to be 
more sustainable, and to com-
municate the immense value of 
our product.” 

 The VFF Livestock Group An-
nual Meeting and 40th Dinner 
was held on Wednesday 24 July 
2019 at the Silks Function Centre 
at the Bendigo Racecourse. The 
Annual Meeting hosted speakers 
from Meat and Livestock Aus-
tralia, the Goat Industry Council 
of Australia, Sheep Producers 
Australia, Wool Producers Aus-
tralia and the Cattle Council of 
Australia.

 The 40th Dinner was a social 
event for producers to recon-
nect over a delicious meal. Din-
ner guests heard from Minister 
for Agriculture Jaclyn Symes 
and were entertained by key-
note speaker AFL legend Kevin 
Sheedy.

Dairy farmers move 
to reclaim “milk” 
label

Australia’s dairy farmers are 
urging the federal government to 
change the country’s food stan-
dards in a bid to ban plant-based 
products from using the term 
“milk” on labels and in market-
ing.  

Peak dairy farmer group 
Australian Dairy Farmers (ADF) 
has written to federal agriculture 

minister Bridget McKenzie and 
Chair of the Ministerial Food Fo-
rum Richard Colbeck, request-
ing:

 � a holistic review of labelling 
and marketing on non-dairy 
alternatives, including pos-
sible changes to the Food 
Standards Code; and

 � the development of addi-
tional regulations to prevent 
plant-based alternatives from 
‘evoking’ the qualities and 
values of dairy.
ADF President Terry Rich-

ardson said the dishonest label-
ling and marketing strategy gave 
the misleading impression that 
plant-based products had a nu-
tritional equivalency with dairy 
milk.  

A 2017 survey by Dairy Aus-
tralia showed 54 per cent of 
respondents bought plant-based 
milk alternatives because they 
perceived them to be healthier 
than dairy milk, while market re-
search firm IBISWorld estimates 
Australia’s plant-based “milk” 
product industry has grown at an 
annualised rate of 4.1 per cent 
over the five years to 2018-19, to 
$165.8 million today.  

“Australia needs to restore 
truth in product labelling so that 
consumers can make more ac-
curate food and beverage choic-
es,” Mr Richardson said.  

“Over the past decade, a 
growing number of plant-based 
products have cropped up, us-
ing the name milk, co-opting the 
look and feel of dairy milk right 
down to the packaging, and trad-
ing on dairy’s reputation to gain 
a marketing advantage.  

“We have seen a growing 
number of plant-based products 
on supermarket shelves over the 
last decade, gaining a market-
ing advantage by using the name 
milk and co-opting the look and 
feel of dairy, while claiming to 
have nutritional equivalency with 
dairy milk.”  

A ban on plant-based prod-
ucts using the “milk” label would 
bring Australia into line with oth-
er countries, after the European 
Court of Justice in 2017 mandat-
ed that dairy terms could not be 
used on plant-based products, 
even with clarifying terms. 

“We are calling for changes 
to the food standards so that 
consumers trying to make a 
healthy choice at the supermar-
ket have the benefit of transpar-
ent and accurate product label-
ling,” Mr Richardson said.  

The call comes on the back 
of the recent ministerial forum 
inquiry into misleading descrip-
tions on meat and dairy alterna-
tives.
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Council Meetings
The next Ordinary Council Meeting 
will be held on Wednesday 14  
August  at the Trafalgar Business 
Centre, 107 Princes Hwy from 
5.30pm.
Community members are 
welcome to attend or tune into the 
live stream from home. See what’s 
on the agenda for the meeting on 
Council’s website. 

Careers
Working with Council offers 
diversity and inclusiveness, career 
development opportunities, 
and a flexible and satisfying 
work environment. See current 
vacancies on the Careers page 
on Council’s website.

Subscribe today!
Want more news? Sign up to 
receive this bulletin and Council 
Meeting Snapshots straight to 
your inbox at bawbawshire.vic.
gov.au/Subscribe

We’re working hard to deliver new 
and upgraded infrastructure for 
our growing community. Current 
and upcoming projects include: 

• Lighting upgrade works on 
Bellbird Park Soccer Pitch. 

• Lighting upgrade works on 
Trafalgar Reserve Soccer Pitch.

• Construction of a new multi-
use pavilion at Willow Grove 
Rec Reserve.

• Installation of a new set of 
traffic lights at Queen Street, 
Warragul.

• Design works are underway 
on the new Multi-use Pavillion 
at the Trafalgar Recreation 
Reserve.

• Construction of a new  Early 
Learning Centre in Warragul.

• Widening and pavement 
upgrade works on Old Sale 
Road,  Shady Creek - Webbs 
Road to Beards Track.

• Widening and pavement 
upgrade works on Old Sale 
Road – Honneckers Road to 
Yarragon Shady Creek Road.

bawbawshirecouncil 1300 BAW BAW (1300 229 229) or 03 5624 2411@bawbawshire>>  bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Council 
News.

To keep our community 
up to date, we’re bringing Council 
News to you online, on air and 
in print. For more information 
and updates, visit our Facebook, 
Instagram  and website.

T

Capital Works Projects

The Australian Ballet is coming
to Baw Baw this October 

@ Lardner Park
Entry is free

www.visitbawbaw.com.au

Sod Turned on Drouin 
Primary Early Learning 
Centre Extension
Construction has began on the 
$761,000 Drouin Primary Early 
Learning Centre extention that 
is set to provide kindergarten 
places  to meet the demand of our 
growing community.
The expanded centre will provide 
88 new places for four-year old 
kindergarten programs and 22 for 
three-year old programs. 
This project has been funded 
in partnership with the State 
Government and Baw Baw Shire 
Council, and it is expected to be 
completed before the end of the 
year, in time for term one, 2020.

Drouin Library Extended 
Opening Hours
Drouin Library has extended its 
hours on Fridays and Saturdays 
to meet community demands.
On both days, the library will open 
from 9.30am, adding an extra 4.5 
hours of library time per week.
For more information on general 
and extended opening hours, 
visit Council’s website or call the 
Drouin Library on 5625 1564.

Council Calls on Local 
Businesses to Became 
Family Friendly  
All local businesses are 
warmly encouraged to join in 
a new Council initiative to help 
make Baw Baw an even more 
welcoming destination for 
families. 
The initiative aims to make 
it easier for residents and 
visitors with children to plan 
outings and frequent our local 
businesses, knowing they’ll 
have access to family friendly 
services and amenities that they 
need.
Any type of business can 
choose to participate in 
this project by displaying a 
combination of Family Friendly 
stickers, which will allow families 
to easily identify where they can 
access services and facilities 
they need when out and about 
in the Shire.
For more information or to 
register, visit www.bawbawshire.
vic.gov.au/Business/Family-
Friendly-Shops-Project

Community Discussion - Book Now!

Local residents, parents, grandparents and carers with an interest 
in building a stronger, more connected community are invited to 
come along and share their ideas at a community discussion on 
Wednesday 21 August from 9.30am at Danny’s The Venue, Warragul.
The session will be facilitated by Jason Clarke, founder of Minds at 
Work.
There will be door prizes, fun for kids and library story time!
Seats are limited - To book call Michelle on 5624 2814. 
Kids are welcome!

An Exciting Direction for Baw Baw 
After extensive community consultation, Baw Baw Shire Council has 
adopted its Annual Budget 2019/20, revised Council Plan 2017 – 2021, 
Long Term Infrastructure Plan 2019/20 – 2028/29, Long Term Financial 
Strategy 2019/20 – 2028/29 and Rating Strategy 2019/20.
Together, these documents map an exciting direction for Council 
activities in the coming year – one that is directly in line with community 
demand.
As part of its Annual Budget 2019/20, Council will invest a massive $29.6 
million in Capital Work projects to address key priorities identified by 
residents, including:
$11 million for road works to: 
• reconstruct Waterloo Road, Trafalgar
• close unsealed gaps on Shillinglaw Road, Drouin
• reseal 235,000 square metres across 80 roads
• deliver 100,000 square meters of gravel resheeting
• deliver localised road pavement works on 90+ roads
$6.7 million to build: 
• a new Early Learning Centre for Trafalgar
• two female friendly pavilion upgrades at Buln Buln and Hallora  
   Recreation Reserves
• renewal works at public toilets and other community facilities.
$3.8 million for recreation and open spaces including:
• sports field and hard surface replacement and renewal
• replacement of dosing system at Rawson Swimming Pool
• placemaking programs in smaller townships
• fenced dog parks for Drouin, Warragul and Trafalgar
• upgrades to Neerim South Oval
• new sport and playground equipment and open space furniture  
  replacement. 
$1.3 million footpaths investment including $0.8 million for new footpath 
programs and $0.5 million for footpath renewal works.
For more information on these and other major projects to be delivered 
across Baw Baw Shire in 2019-20, go to Council’s website or visit one of our 
Customer Service centres for a copy.

Your East Ward Councillors

 Cr Peter Kostos 
 0438 570 304 
 Peter.Kostos@ 
 bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

 Cr Darren Wallace 
 0476 000 053 
 Darren.Wallace@ 
 bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

 Cr Michael Leaney 
 0476 000 119/5165 6263 
 Michael.Leaney@ 
 bawbawshire.vic.gov.au
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Trafalgar
Self Storage

• Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
2 Sale Yard Road, Trafalgar 

Call Strzelecki Realty 
Ph: 5633 2858

Managing Agent:

WIRED ONE
ELECTRICAL

Craig McGarrity - wiredelectrical@cloud.com
REC 24340

Ph: 0427 299 271

•	Domestic	•	Commercial	
•	Rewires	&	Additions	•	New	Homes	
•	Energy	Efficient	Lighting	Solutions
•	Installation	of 	TV	Antennas	&	Additional	Outlets

A nurse practitioner is a reg-
istered nurse with experi-
ence and expertise to diag-

nose and treat people of all ages 
with a variety of acute or chronic 
health conditions. 

Nurse practitioners have 
completed additional univer-
sity study at master’s degree level 
and are the most senior clinical 
nurses in the health care system.

The title nurse practitioner 
can only be used by a person 
who has been endorsed by the 
AHPRA (Australia Health Care 
regulatory Agency) through the 
Nursing and Midwifery Board of 
Australia.

National standards for prac-
tice ensure that nurse practitio-
ners are capable of providing 
high quality, patient centred 
care. They work closely with 
doctors, consulting in a collab-
orative and shared care arrange-
ment. Nurse practitioners focus 
on holistic primary care such as 
disease prevention, identifica-
tion of potential risks and patient 
education. 

Nurse practitioners have 

practised in Australia since the 
year 2000 and provide health 
care in all states and territories 
in Australia. 

Nurse practitioners can:
 � Provide patient rebates 

through Medicare;
 � Provide (some) prescriptions 

and access to PBS medicines;
 � Refer patients to hospitals 

and specialists;
 � -Order x-rays and diagnostic 

tests;
Nurse practitioners are also 

supported by the Australian 
College of Nurse Practitioner 
(ACNP) which is the national 
peak body for nurse practitioner 
and advance practise nurses in 
Australia.

The role of nurse practitioner 
has been well established in the 
United Kingdom, Canada and 
USA since 1960. In 2018, there 
were 1,839 NP’s endorsed in 
Australia and of this number 396 
work in Victoria.

Nurse practitioners work as 
key members of the healthcare 
team and collaborate with other 
nurses and healthcare profes-

sionals including GPs, medical 
and surgical specialists, physio-
therapists, dieticians, occupa-
tional therapists, social workers, 
and many others. 

Nurse practitioners work in 
their area of clinical speciality 
enabling them to practice within 
their scope of practice. They 
work in a variety of locations, 
both in hospital and community 
such as private practice, emer-
gency departments, aged care, 
Aboriginal health services, men-
tal health, paediatric, rural and 
remote.  

Trafalgar Medical is one of 
the first general practices in 
Gippsland to employ a nurse 
practitioner in private practice. 
Elle (pictured) has special-
ist skills in midwifery, women’s 
health, diabetes education and 
chronic disease management.  

Appointments are bulk billed 
and available Monday to Thurs-
day, please feel free to visit or 
call Trafalgar Medical and ask 
for more information on how to 
access the nurse practitioner.

During the month of 
August Trafalgar Vet-
erinary Centre will be 

promoting awareness of dental 
health in its companion ani-
mals. The centre is offering free 
dental health checks* and dis-
cussion about how to optimise 
your pet’s oral health.

 Did you know that den-
tal and gum disease is closely 
linked to other diseases of the 
body? Bacteria in the mouth 
can enter your pet’s circulation 
through a diseased mouth. They 
flow through the bloodstream 
and lodge in the tiny blood ves-
sels of the liver and kidneys. 
Sometimes, they can lodge on 
the fine valves of the heart and 
grow in colonies, causing the 
heart valves to become thick-
ened and scarred. 

 According to the Australian 
Veterinary Dental Society, more 

than 80 per cent of dogs and 70 
per cent of cats over the age of 
three years have dental disease.  

The disease process most 
commonly identified is peri-
odontitis (inflammation of the 
gums and tissues around the 
teeth). What are you doing to 
protect your pet’s dental health? 
There are many options avail-
able to support and care for 
the teeth and gums in dogs and 
cats, so even the fussiest pet will 
surely find something suitable.

 Clinic cat Pumpkin (pic-
tured) has already had his 
dental check. He was a little 
disgruntled, but sat very still 
and was quite patient for his 
examination.  

Pumpkin has a history of 
dental disease and in 2017 
he went under a general an-
aesthetic for a full clean and 
polish. Since then, the team at 

Trafalgar veterinary Centre have 
managed Pumpkin’s dental 
health through the regular use 
of greenies and hills TD (‘tooth 
diet’) dry food.  

This year Pumpkin has 
scored highly on his dental 
health check sheet and will 
continue to be spoilt with plen-
ty of greenies treats to chase 
through the waiting room.

 Your pets oral health is an 
important part of their overall 
health and wellbeing. Trafalgar 
vets are available this month for 
dental health checks to help 
identify any early problems and 
help your pet with a plan to 
promote optimal dental health.

 Please note, free dental 
check involves visual examina-
tion and dental care discussions 
without sedation. Procedures 
and treatments are not included 
in the free dental check.

Nurse practitioner 
at Trafalgar Medical 

Trafalgar nurse practitioner Ellie Crighton   

Trafalgar Veterinary Centre will offer free dental check ups during the month of August. 

August is dental 
health month

Julie Rogalsky 
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How criminals 
steal your identity 
information to steal 
your money

Scams reported to the ACCC 
involving identity theft or the 
loss of personal/banking infor-
mation have cost Australians at 
least $16 million this year, and 
this figure is likely to be just the 
tip of the iceberg.

Four in 10 Scamwatch re-
ports in 2019 involve attempts 
to gain information or the actual 
loss of victims’ information.

“If you think scammers 
might have gained access to 
your personal information, even 
in a scam completely unrelated 
to your finances, immediately 
contact your bank,” ACCC Dep-
uty Chair Delia Rickard said.

“Timeliness in alerting your 

financial institution is absolutely 
crucial, and will give you the 
best possible chance at recover-
ing your funds.”

Some of the ways scammers 
obtain personal or banking in-
formation are:

 � phishing emails and text 
messages which imperson-
ate banks or utility providers 
seeking your login details

 � fake online quizzes and sur-
veys

 � fake job advertisements
 � remote access scams in 

which the scammer has di-
rect access to everything on 
your computer

 � sourcing information about 
you from social media plat-
forms

 � direct requests for scans of 
your driver’s license or pass-
port, often in the course of 
a dating and romance scam.

“No one is really selling 
an iPhone for $1 or reward-
ing the completion of a survey 
with expensive electronic goods 
or large gift vouchers. They’re 
scams to get your valuable per-
sonal information,” Ms Rickard 
said.

“The identity thieves can 
make victims’ lives a night-
mare. They’ll change the vic-
tims’ phone carrier so they lose 
service and set up mail redi-
rections so they’re in the dark 
about what’s going on.”

Scammers can empty vic-
tims’ bank accounts, take out 
tens of thousands of dollars 
in bank loans under victims’ 
names, and purchase expensive 
furniture or electronics under 
‘no-repayments for 12 months’ 
schemes.

Lost personal information 
also leaves victims more sus-

ceptible to future scams. Scam-
mers will use the victim’s per-
sonal information to seem more 
convincing in cold calls.

“The trick is to be alert to 
the signs. If your mobile phone 
suddenly loses coverage, you 
haven’t received expected elec-
tronic or physical mail, or you 
receive unexpected notifications 
from a financial institution, call 
your bank.”

If you have been the victim 
of identity theft, contact IDCARE 
on 1300 432 273. IDCARE can 
guide you through the steps to 
reclaim your identity.

People can report a scam to 
the ACCC via Scamwatch.

SOURCE: www.scamwatch.
gov.au

SCAMWATCHwww.scamwatch.gov.au ACCC

The Trafalgar & District 
Community Bank® Branch is 
holding an information eve-
ning for clubs and organisa-
tions on Wednesday 14 August. 
The event will be held at the 
Trafalgar Bowls Club and will 
start at 6.30pm.

If you are a member of a 
sporting or community group, 
please come along and find out 
if your group is eligible and 
learn how to complete a grant 
application.

 
The Branch Manager Phil 

Drummond said the branch 
was proud to build on the pre-
vious year’s successful grants 
program.

“We thank all of our com-
munity who support us with 
their banking, our annual 
grants program helps us to 
reinvest Trafalgar & District 
Community Bank® Branch 
profits back into the local 
community.”

To register attendance, 
please contact Melanie Jinnette 
on 0402 106 088 or email ad-
min@tdfs.com.au 

Community groups reap riches

Is your sporting club 
or community group 
looking for a grant?

Thorpdale Potato Festival distribute funds Photo credit: Barbara Butterworth

On 17 July 2019, the Thor-
pdale Potato Festival 
Funds Presentation eve-

ning was held to distribute just 
over $53,000 to 17 local com-
munity groups.

These groups had submitted 
written applications following 
the extremely successful Festival, 
detailing the project they wished 
to commence. the anticipated 
timeline of and including quota-
tions for the costs of the projects.  
The Festival Committee then met 
to discuss the division of funds 
and it was finally decided to 
distribute the record amount of 

$53,167.
Over 60 hardy people attend-

ed the evening, including Mr Phil 
Drummond, Branch Manager of 
the Trafalgar & District Commu-
nity Bank and Councillors Peter 
Kostos and Darren Wallace from 
Baw Baw Shire, all braving the 
particularly nasty weather.  

A rolling presentation re-
minded attendees of the wonder-
ful sponsorship of the Festival as 
well as the attractions and events.  
And now on to the planning for 
the 29th Thorpdale Potato Festi-
val to be held in March 2021.

Barbara Butterworth

Victoria Police has officially 
launched a new 24-hour 
police assistance phone 

line and online reporting service 
for the community to connect 
with about non-urgent crimes 
and events.

From 1 July 2019, all Victo-
rians are encouraged to contact 
the Police Assistance Line on 
131 444 or visit the Victoria Po-
lice Online Reporting service to 
report non-urgent crimes and 
events.

The Police Assistance Line 
and Online Reporting service 

will take reports or give advice at 
any time on non-urgent crimes 
and events anywhere in the state, 
including:

 � Property damage-
 � lost or located property
 � theft
 � neighbourhood disputes of a 

non-urgent nature
 � noise complaints
 � absence from residence reg-

istrations
 � PartySafe registrations
 � other general non-urgent po-

lice enquiries
The Online Reporting service 

is available through the new look 
Victoria Police website, which 
improves the way police infor-
mation and services are found 
and understood online.

The Police Assistance Line 
calls are taken by civilian staff 
at a contact centre in Ballarat, 
under the supervision of police 
officers.

Acting Chief Commissioner 
Shane Patton said these addi-
tional channels would enhance 
the community’s connection and 
access to Victoria Police.

“The Police Assistance Line 

is a dedicated, public phone 
number for the community to re-
port or get advice on non-urgent 
crimes and events any time of the 
day,” A/CCP Patton said.

“These new avenues of con-
tact to Victoria Police will be 
available 24/7, making it easier 
for the community to engage 
with police for non-emergency 
help, advice and support.

“These new channels will 
also reduce the amount of time 
police spend taking reports on 
non-urgent crimes, and will im-
prove the way we prioritise and 

respond to these matters.
“If you have a question for 

us, or wish to report a crime or 
event that doesn’t require our 
immediate attendance, such as 
an item of lost property or prop-
erty damage, call the Police As-
sistance Line on 131 444 or visit 
police.vic.gov.au.

“The Triple Zero (000) num-
ber for police, fire and ambu-
lance remains, and should be 
used if immediate attendance 
from these agencies is critical 
such as a threat to life or a crime 
occurring.

“We’re thrilled to provide the 
community with more avenues to 
access our services that are both 
simple and convenient methods 
as we continue to modernise Vic-
toria Police.”

Further information about 
the Police Assistance Line (131 
444) and online reporting is 
available online at police.vic.gov.
au/palol
SOURCE: www.police.vic.gov.
au

New alternative phone number for VicPol non-emergencies



C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S 

St Mary’s Church, Trafalgar

Sundays: Holy Communion and Sunday School   
                                                    9.30am
Wednesdays: Holy Communion, a quiet service  10am

 Cuppa and conversation 10.45am
 JAFFAS after school program  3.30 - 5.30pm

St Mark’s Church, Thorpdale
First Sunday of the month:   

Breakfast after service 8am
St Mark’s Church, Yarragon

First Sunday of the month: Service     8:30am 

Other Sundays: Holy Communion 8.30am 

Tuesdays: JAFFAS after school program  3.30 - 5.30pm

CATHOLIC PARISH
Father Bernie Krotwaar, Phone 5633 1166

UNITING CHURCH
-Phone 5633 1047

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev Sue Jacka,  Phone 5633 1021
0409 757 170 or tullycavan@dcsi.net.au

THORPDALE WESLEYAN 
METHODIST CHURCH
Rev Frank Lees, 

Phone 5634 6413 or 5633 2758

St John’s Trafalgar, 54 Waterloo Road
Vigil Mass: 6pm (Saturday)
First Saturday Devotions:    Mass at 9.30am
Exposition and Reconciliation  10am-11am
Saturday Night Mass 6.00pm
Sunday Mass: 10.00am (2nd/4th Sunday)
Weekday Masses:  9.30am (Tuesday to Friday) 
Each Wednesday after Mass:  Exposition
Second Wednesday Devotions:  Exposition, reconciliation 
  and annointing of the sick, 
  after mass 

St Jarlath’s Yarragon, Rollo Street

Sunday Mass: 10.00am (1st/3rd/5th Sunday)

Transport availability, Neighbourhood Outreach, 
Home visiting 
Please phone Julianne now at the parish office on 5633 1166

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, Trafalgar 
Service times 9.15am Sunday, 2nd and 4th Sunday 
  of each month 
Sunday School 9.15am 2nd Sunday of the month 
Chin-Wags            1-3pm 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month

St David’s Uniting Church, Yarragon
Service times 9.15am Sunday - 1st & 3rd Sunday 
  of each month 
Contemporary      5.00pm on the 4th Sunday of each month  
  with shared tea to follow

St Stephens Darnum
Service times  11.00am on 2nd and 4th Sunday 
  of each month

As we have no minister at present, please direct inquiries 
to 5634 2450

Every Sunday: 10am
Sunday School:  (During service)
Bible studies:  Thursday evenings
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ReflectionReflection
Rev Sue Jacka

Making connections

There has been much writ-
ten about how being well 
connected to your com-

munity increases our sense of 
well being. It decreases our 
feelings of isolation and reduces 
the incidence of depression. It’s 
easy to think that because we 
live in a country town, we must 
benefit from these advantages of 
being part of a caring communi-

ty. And yet I perceive a growing 
attitude of ‘someone else will do 
it.’ Various community groups 
report a lack of numbers- espe-
cially of people who will actually 
turn up to man a BBQ or help 
with a project. Many of the com-
munity facilities we enjoy and 
which support our common life 
were funded, or even built by 
volunteers. Unfortunately com-
munity groups like Trafalgar 

Community Development Asso-
ciation and the Battle of Trafal-
gar (which organises the annual 
community festival) are both in 
need of more people. The Com-
munity garden, Men’s Shed and 
the Historical Society are also 
welcoming and a great way to 
make a contribution as well as 
to get to know locals. 

It is relatively easy for a fam-
ily to make connections- your 

kid’s activities like school or 
tennis create an opportunity for 
you to get to know some people 
in town. However, this is much 
more complicated if you have 
moved to this town after the 
children have grown up or as a 
single person. I encourage you, 
if this is your experience, to join 
a community group. Let’s make 
this town a really supportive and 
inspiring place to live.

 

Holden Buses In 
Adelaide

In 1915 the Adelaide Munici-
pal Tramway Trust ordered 10 
Daimler chassis and bodies but 
they were commandeered be-
fore leaving England for World 
War 1. When delivered to Aus-
tralia the bodies were stored at 
Hackney depot and after 1919 at 
Port Adelaide. They were never 
used. In 1924 there were 82 pri-
vate motorbuses running in Ad-
elaide and MMT was unable to 
compete using only trams. 

An order was placed for 
40 Mack vehicles. They were 
powered by four cylinder pet-
rol engines. One was delivered 
complete and the other 39 were 
truck chassis with their bodies 
constructed by Holden Motor 
Body Builders of Woodville un-
der Edward Holden’s manage-
ment at the HMBB King William 
Street plant.

Buses were numbered 51 to 
90 and seated 25 passengers but 
could carry up to 40. They were 
painted cream with brown trim. 

The first permanent motor 
bus service was introduced by 
Municipal Tramways Trust in 
1925.Timetables stated “Buses 
are withdrawn from service and 
tested every 100 miles. The op-
erators are trustworthy skilled 
drivers and each has been medi-
cally examined”.

It was announced that the 
buses would have a life of 10 
years. This was ridiculed and 
some said they would only last 
three to five years. The last bus 
was withdrawn from service on 
August 1958 after 33 years ser-
vice.

Although they encountered 
strong competition from other 
private bus companies, they 
started running City to Port Ade-
laide, on April 5 1926, The Mack 
buses proved to be slower off the 
mark but could carry more pas-

sengers and at better speed.
Petrol rationing during 

World War 2 created huge in-
creases in patronage on trams, 
buses and trolleybuses. The age-
ing Mack buses still provided the 
majority of bus services and as 
spare parts ran out, the original 
motors were replaced by Ford 
or Chevrolet petrol engines. New 
motorbus chassis were virtually 
unobtainable.

The importance of the role 
that the bus plays in any pub-
lic transport system cannot be 
denied. Those first Mack buses 
have long since disappeared

Memberships now 
available 

Memberships to the Trafal-
gar Holden Museum cost $50 
and entitle the member and one 
other person unlimited entry 
to the museum for 12 months. 
The membership tickets are 
available from the Museums 
reception desk or by emailing 
membership@trafalgarholden 
museum.com.au or phoning 
5633 2462.  

Volunteers
The museum is looking for 

volunteers who are prepared to 
join in the maintaining and run-
ning of the museum. If you are 
looking for an interesting part 
time job, we have the job for 
you. You don’t have to have a 
knowledge of the Holden motor 
history. 

There are weekend places 
at the reception desk, helping 
out in the display areas and 
workshop during the week and 
preparing for the extensions 
that are about to take place. You 
make your own work hours to 
suit yourself, at the job that you 
wish to do.

If you are interested give us 
a call and we will show you the 
type of jobs that available.

Bob Moss

Trafalgar Holden Museum

Interior view of bus

A bus on display in the 1980s 

The first MTT buses were 40 Macks built in 1925. Scoops were 
fitted to their front bumpers when they replaced trams on the 
Henley beach route during the River Torrens floods. 
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Melbourne Victory visit Trafalgar Victory 

Melbourne Victory Foot-
ball Club community 
football coordinator 

Thomy Newbery and commu-
nity coach Argyle traveled to 
Trafalgar in late June to conduct 
a soccer clinic for the entire 
Trafalgar Victory club. 

The program was organised 
by TVFC MiniRoos coordinator 
Tanya Makins and eventuated 
via networking with Melbourne 
Victory when delivering a pro-
gram that runs within the local 
schools.

Thomy and Argyle visit a lot 
of sporting schools and clubs to 
deliver their community based 
soccer clinics. They also assist 
in coaching and running match 
day events within the commu-
nity.  

Their visit to Trafalgar 
would have resulted in a long 
day’s work for both gents who 
reside in Eastern Melbourne. 
Argyle explained that “we do a 
lot of work with clubs as well 
as schools, clubs operate af-
ter hours so a lot of that work 
stretch into the night.”

Players from MiniRoos, ju-
niors and seniors all attended 
the club training night. It was 
great for the younger mem-
bers of the club to connect with 
the senior aged players. It was 
equally important for the senior 
aged players (who play on a 
Sunday), to see just how many 
junior players we have at our 
club (who play on a Saturday).

The focus of the session 
was getting the kids to have an 
understanding of working into 
space and moving the ball at a 
quicker pace than they usually 
do at the junior level. 

Argyle put it nicely when he 
said that the session was about 
“building skills and knowledge 
that they can take away and 
keep doing in future training 
sessions.”  

He further added that the 
goal was to “keep the sessions 

Melbourne Victory during their visit to Trafalgar Victory. 

Mark Judd

Mark Judd

The Baw Baw Shire 2019-
20 annual budget has 
stated that “a total of 23 

submitters spoke in support of 
their respective submissions at 
the special council meeting on 
Wednesday, June 5 2019”. 

Trafalgar Victory Football 
Club presented a request for 
temporary change room/shower 
facilities, which they have been 
advocating for over several years 
now. Club president Lachlan 
Wyatt once again explained the 
urgent need for such facilities at 
the special council meeting.

In response to the presidents 
presentation, BBSC has allocated 
a provisional recurring amount 

of $60,000 for portable female 
friendly facilities at Trafalgar 
Recreation Reserve. 

This commitment from the 
shire has ensured temporary 
female friendly change rooms 
at the soccer grounds until such 
time that a permanent change 
room/shower facility will be 
constructed.

TVFC has already begun and 
will continue to work alongside 
BBSC officers to ensure that the 
temporary facilities meet TVFC’s 
requirements and are sufficient 
to support all members and 
guests. 

The club will continue to 
work with the council to ensure 

these new amenities are in place 
in time for the start of pre season 
training in 2020.

Trafalgar Victory FC is de-
lighted by the support shown by 
Baw Baw Shire Council.  All play-
ers as the club, and many from 
opposition clubs, will greatly 
appreciate a place to change as 
well as the opportunity to take a 
hot shower at the conclusion of 
training and/or game day.  

In other news BBSC has also 
recently released its recreation 
master plan reviews, part of 
which has identified the multi-
use pavilion at the Trafalgar 
recreation precinct as a high 
priority.  

Temporary change 
rooms for soccer club 

quite simple, yet teaching them 
things they haven’t learnt be-
fore.”

Both Thomy and Argyle said 
the kids were great and the activ-
ities kept them busy and continu-

ally moving. The guys certainly 
engaged the kids and delivered 
an active, skill based session.  A 
special thank you goes out to the 
TVFC coaches who also assisted 
in the delivery of the program.

At the end of the club train-
ing session a group picture was 
taken, MVFC water bottles were 
handed out and a meal was 
shared by the entire club. It was 
a great evening and one the club 

would like to repeat in seasons 
to come.

The club wishes to thank 
Thomy and Argyle form Mel-
bourne Victory FC for running 
the program. And to Tanya Ma-

kins for organising this excellent 
event and to Katrina, Raelene, 
Mick and others who helped 
with the preparation and serving 
of dinner.

A hard fought team 
performance saw 
Trafalgar Victory 

under 12s secure a gutsy 
win recently. The team 
worked hard every min-
ute, and were well or-
ganised with very good 
passes.

In the first half Traf 

did most of the attacking 
and put pressure on their 
Newborough opponents. 
The defence of Traf, in 
particular with Logan, was 
very hard to pass through 
for Newbourough, who 
did only two ball kicks to 
the goal, unfortunately for 
Traf, the second one was 

a score, at 25 minutes of 
game. 

With Newborough 
winning during that first 
half of the game Traf saw 
Braeden kick an amaz-
ing ball to the crossbar, 
unfortunately not wanting 
to get into Newborough’s 
goal.

The second half was 
again even with many at-
tacks from Traf, and after 
a very good pass to the 
edge of the big square, 
and the ball still in the air, 
Aaron kicked it with an 
amazing dexterity and it 
flew like an arrow straight 
to goal. 

The keeper of the 
other team had no 
chance and all the par-
ents cheered the whole 
team. With scores level at 
45 minutes, both teams 
continued to play really 
well and the suspense was 
halted after an amazing 
kick from Braeden, from 

outside the square, with 
a ball that went high and 
curved down to force into 
the top right angle of the 
goal to give Traf the lead 
at 57 minutes.

Trafalgar Victory under  
12s dig deep to win Mark Judd

Trafalgar Victory under 12s are enjoying their season. 
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TRAFALGAR
Tyre Service

For Performance, Quality & Value

  Free rotation every 5,000 kilometres
  Free pick-up and drop off of your car
  Free safety check

Peter & 
Nathan Dart 
110 Contour Road 
Trafalgar 3824
Phone: 5633 1097
Peter: 0488 134 313 
Nathan: 0423 330 369 ToYo TYres

MicHelin

bf goodricH

Contact us for all your

Tyre and Battery Needs
Road side & farm service

Ready for cricket action Pearce 
tons up Players, officials and sup-

porters are eagerly await-
ing another summer at the 

Trafalgar Cricket Club. 
Coming off the back of an 

enjoyable 2018-19 season, the 
Ships are aiming to bring home 
further premiership glories and 
continue to provide a strong 
community club for people to 
come and enjoy the great game 
of cricket.

The addition of a third grade 
team for the upcoming season 
will see the club field a full com-
plement of senior teams and will 
also mean there will be a game 

of cricket at the Trafalgar Recre-
ation Reserve virtually every Sat-
urday between October and Feb-
ruary for locals to come down 
and watch the Ships in action.

A number of players have 
been hard at work preparing and 
reconnecting themselves with 
the skills of the game in the off 
season. The club is also looking 
forward to the new season bring-
ing some expatriates back to the 
playing field.

A get together was held last 
month for all involved at the club 
to catch up and discuss the sea-
son ahead.     

Off the field the club has a 
strong committee led by Craig 
White who is back in the presi-
dent’s chair for the second suc-
cessive year. He will be assisted 
by well known local identity 
Mark Wynne who has taken on 
the role of vice president, whilst 
everyone’s favourite Billy Pace 
will serve the junior vice presi-
dent-coordinators role.

Returning to their trademark 
jobs, Liam Durkin and Melanie 
White will make sure things run 
smoothly in the books, fulfilling 
the positions of secretary and 
treasurer respectively. 

A strong 12 person commit-
tee also sees Jackson Noonan, 
Scott Moorhouse, Lachlan Bell, 
Rhys Holdsworth, Brent Clar-
idge, Paul Connolly and Christian 
Burgess on board for the season. 

The cricket season will begin 
in early October. If anybody new 
to town or the area would like to 
play a great game in an inclusive 
environment, please get in touch 
either by phoning club secretary 
Liam Durkin on 0402 556 338, 
emailing trafalgarcricketclub@
gmail.com or by joining the 
clubs Facebook group (Trafalgar 
Cricket Club Ships).  

Liam Durkin 

Liam Durkin 

Trafalgar A Grade net-
baller Cassie Pearce had 
a scarcely believable game 

against Hill End in round 11 
when she shot a remarkable 101 
goals.  

With the average score for 
each netball team in the A Grade 
competition of the Mid Gippsland 
Netball Association roughly 45 
goals per game, Cassie’s effort 
made something of a mockery of 
this statistic. 

The Bloods won the match 
in a 109 goal annihilation, and 
have continued on their good 
form throughout winter, with a 
top three position on the ladder 
secured heading into finals.

In other grades, all Trafalgar 
teams are setting a very high 
benchmark, with every grade 
from B to under 17’s entrenched 
in top three of their respective 
ladders.  

Trafalgar netballer Cassie Pearce shot 101 goals in round 11.

Young cricket enthusiasts in the Trafalgar area are encouraged to come and have a hit at the Trafalgar Cricket Club this season 

Senior cricketers are looking forward to another season at Trafalgar Cricket Club.
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First Hall of Fame members inducted

At the Trafalgar Football 
Club Past Players and Of-
ficials annual luncheon 

in late June, seven inaugural 
nominees were inducted into the 
clubs Hall of Fame.

The nominees were recog-
nised for their outstanding con-
tribution to the club, both on and 
off the field, over a time span of 
many years. The inductees were 
as follows.

Brian Sim
Player for seasons 1978 

through to 1999, a member of 
five premiership teams, club best 
and fairest winner together with 
Mid Gippsland League best and 
fairest player in 1989. Currently 
assisting in coaching the fourth 
eighteen.

Greg Lincoln 
Deceased

Player for seasons 1966 

through to 1989, Member of two 
Premiership teams, both senior 
and reserve best and fairest win-
ner for both the club and Mid 
Gippsland League. 

Senior assistant coach, re-
serves coach and coach of the 
third eighteen. Greg served on 
the committee for a number of 
years including three terms as 
vice president. ‘Bags’ as he was 
affectionally known also acted as 
a trainer for the club, sponsor of 
the club and continued as  a sup-
porter until his untimely death in 
2005.

Bill Holdsworth Senior 
Player between 1970 and 

1981. Member of two premier-
ship teams. Reserve best and 
fairest winner 1980, reserves 
coach in 1974 and 1975. Served 
the club on many levels since 
retiring as a player, committee-
man, club president from 1984 

to 1986, chairman of selectors, 
officer in charge of Bay 6 ½ , and 
continues to be an avid support-
er and involved to this day.

Alan Erbs
Player between the years of 

1939 and 1947. Served on the 
committee from1960 to 1974 
and named best clubman in 
1970 and 1974, and was vice 
president of the club in 1972

Alan acted as head trainer of 
the club for 30 odd years where 
he earned the nickname of ‘Doc’.  

Brenda Lincoln
Brenda was a foundation 

member of the netball club at it 
inception in the 1970’s and she 
continued to play up until the 
2000’s. Brenda served on the 
committee from 1999 to 2007, 
played in several premierships 
and was B Grade best and fairest 
winner on three occasions in ad-

dition to coaching and umpiring 
positions.

Brenda was an integral part 
of the merger of the Netball and 
Football Club in 1998.

David Baldassa
Player between 1977 and 

1993, a member of three pre-
miership sides, senior best and 
fairest winner on four occasions 
and served on the committee in 
2005.

David was instrumental in 
overseeing the construction of 
the social rooms in 1988.

Clarrie Swenson 
Deceased 

Player between 1949 and 
1955, club best and fairest win-
ner on four occasions and league 
best and fairest in 1950. Senior 
coach of the club in 1949 to 
1954 and again from 1967 to 
1969, reserve coach in 1972 and 

third eighteen coach 1966,1967 
and 1970. 

Clarrie served on the com-
mittee for five years and in 1992 
was awarded the VCFL medal in 
recognition of his services to 
football.

A crowd of in excess 90 sat 
down to a beautiful two course 
lunch, provided by the Football 
Netball Club ladies, renewed old 
friendships and revisited past 
achievements.

During the day the players of 
the 2009 premiership team were 
presented to the crowd by Coach 
Bomber Dawson.

Each year the Past Players 
and Officials Association recog-
nise a member who has given 
outstanding service to the club 
and this year’s recipient of the 
Keith Browning Medal was Adri-
an (Ox) Bragagnollo. 

Adrian  played over 300 
games for the club, coached the 

reserves, served on the commit-
tee for a number of years, and 
over the years  has taken on the 
role of bar manager, club main-
tenance officer and more recent-
ly groundsman. 

A very worthy recipient who, 
unfortunately was unable to at-
tend as a result of illness, howev-
er the medal presented by Daryl 
Browning, Keith Browings, son 
was received on his behalf by his 
brother Mick, who coincidently 
was the recipient of the medal 
in 2018. The contribution of the 
Bragognollo family has been sen-
sational over the years.

At the conclusion of the for-
malities those in attendance 
remained to watch the senior 
match against our old rival Hill 
End, who proved too strong on 
the day.

Bryan Leaf

A healthy crowd attended the Trafalgar Football Club Past Players annual luncheon, where the first six members were inducted into the 
associations Hall of Fame. 

Trafalgar Football Netball 
Club members voted 
to remain in the Mid 

Gippsland Football League at 
a special general meeting held 
last month. 

The vote was tabled to get an 
understanding from members 
as to whether they thought a po-
tential move to the neighbour-
ing Ellinbank and District Foot-
ball Netball League would better 
serve the club moving forward. 

The EDFNL would see Trafal-
gar compete against teams such 

as Buln Buln, Catani and Long-
warry at a standard generally 
considered to be on-par with 
the MGFL. 

Whilst a Trafalgar move to 
the EDFNL was highly unlikely to 
gain the necessary majority, the 
decision to vote on the matter 
may have served its purpose in 
getting the MGFL to take notice 
and facilitate a better package 
for clubs to entice them to re-
main affiliated. 

Given the MGFL is currently 
in a well-publicized predica-

ment and facing a number of 
challenges, they could ill-afford 
to lose a club like Trafalgar as 
it is one of few in the MGFL to 
field a full complement of foot-
ball teams, including junior’s in 
under 10s, 12s and 14s, and a 
women’s side. 

There has been suggestion 
that three clubs from the em-
battled Alberton Football Net-
ball League may join the MGFL 
in 2020, which would bump 
the MGFL competition up to 12 
teams, although there are grave 

concerns over the long term fu-
ture of a number of clubs in the 
region.   

Long time Trafalgar rival 
Yarragon defected to the EDFNL 
at the end of last season, follow-
ing a recommendation made by 
AFL Gippsland.   

Trafalgar has held a long as-
sociation with the MGFL and has 
won nine senior football pre-
mierships across every decade 
since the 1970’s.         

Football Netball Club to 
stay in Mid Gippsland  

Liam Durkin 

Funny
Sign

Junior players who are 
interested in playing in the 
2019-20 Baw Baw Tennis As-
sociation competition are in-
vited to attend the registration 
afternoon on Friday, August 23 
at the Trafalgar tennis courts 

between 5pm and 7pm. Come 
along, bring your racquet and 
have a hit of tennis with other 
players. 

All enquiries can be made 
to the club email address at  
traftennis@gmail.com. 

Trafalgar  
Tennis Club 

junior  
registration 
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Milestones for Bloods players  

Trafalgar footballers Jace 
Butler and Tyson Leys have 
both celebrated club mile-

stones this season, with the pair 
notching their 200th and 100th 
senior games respectively. 

After debuting back in 2006, 
Butler has proven to be one of 
the most consistent players in the 
Bloods line-up, and has featured 
in finals for the majority of his 
seasons in the red and white. He 
was the winner in the 2007 best 
and fairest and also gained se-
lection in the 2000’s team of the 
decade. As reward for reaching 
200 senior games, the four time 
premiership player will have his 
name engraved on the club hon-
our board.  

Now into his seventh season 
for Trafalgar, Tyson Leys reached 
the 100 game mark against his 
old side Boolarra in round 13. 
The ruckman and 2018 best 
and fairest winner has provided 
plenty of moments of brilliance 
in his time at the club, including 
a penchant for launching ridicu-
lously long kicks. Like Butler, he 
was also a member of the Bloods 
premiership last season.    

With only two games to go in 
season 2019, Trafalgar’s senior 
team will be looking to finish a 
disappointing campaign on a 
high. A combination of injuries 
and the impending shake up of 
the Mid Gippsland league with 
the Alberton Football Netball 
League has overshadowed most 
of the on field action during 
2019.

Some consolation has been 
the performance of the reserves 
team, who have sown up a top 
three finish and will be eager to 
take their operation deep into 
the finals.   

Liam Durkin 

Trafalgar footballer Jace Butler celebrated his 200th game in June. 

Trafalgar footballer Tyson Leys played his 100th game last month.

As a leader you 
must celebrate 
life, you must 

celebrate success 
and paradoxically, 
you must celebrate 

heroic failures - 
Lieutenant General 

D.M. Mueller

QUOTE 
OF THE 
MONTH


