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y the middle of May,
Trafalgar Fire Brigade
has attended sixty seven emergency call-outs. The
weather over the summer period was fairly mild compared
to some recent years, but there
was still a significant number
of running fires in bushland,
scrub and grass.
Increased traffic on the
highway has led to more car
and truck fires and crashes,
some quite serious. Among other structure fires, the Brigade
played a prominent role at the
Thorpdale Hotel fire, and there
has been a number of gas leaks
around the district.
Brigade training has continued at full pace. Some of the
newer members are in the process of completing their Low
Structure and breathing apparatus training. The Suppress
Wildfire course is also under
way. This is advanced training
in fire weather, fire behaviour,
communications, and construction of control lines, asset protection and fire line safety.
Most Monday evenings sees
the Brigade either honing skills
at the station or out and about
the town and district practising
fire attacks. Training aims to
get it right and then get it right
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Busiest year ever for brigade
Colin Proctor

Brigade members busy working
fast. Newer officers and other members
have the chance to develop skills being
incident controllers.

New members are always welcome,
both those who may be available during
the day or after normal working hours.

Please phone District Headquarters on
1800 663 234 if you might be interested
in joining the team.

Lest we forget

Trafalgar dawn service

Sylvia Hill placed a wreath at the Trafalgar cenotaph on behalf of Legacy, assisted by her great granddaughter Jordyn Ralls.
Photo: Warragul Gazette
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Volunteers’ grants

EDITORIAL

Russell Broadbent

Our strong community

I

f one relied on the metropolitan media
to understand the current economic and
social situation in Gippsland, one would
believe the entire region is in crisis.
Few years in have brought events which
have impacted on Gippsland so negatively as
those of the past year.
The dairy industry payment disaster, the
closure of Hazelwood Power Station, the imminent closure of the Carter Holt Harvey mill at
Morwell and continued uncertainty surrounding the ASH sawmill at Heyfield have all had an
impact on business and community confidence
across the region.
While there has been some impact in
Trafalgar, local businesses report trading remains strong. Trafalgar is a strong community.
This edition of Traf News demonstrates that
strength.
Trafalgar CFA Brigade activities and Anthony Schultz’s career with the CFA are featured.
Reports from the Battle of Trafalgar Committee, the Trafalgar Community Development Association, the Probus Club and the Men’s Shed
highlight the work of local volunteers. There
are frequent references to the Trafalgar Lions
Club. It is hoped the Junior Rotary Community
Award sponsored by the Rotary Club of Trafalgar, the work of Trafalgar Scouts and programs
at our schools will develop community spirit
among our youth and produce the next generation of volunteers.

Private sector contributions are also reported. Traf T&M’s support for Headway
Gippsland, support for community organisations from Trafalgar and District Community
Bank Branch and IGA’s fundraising for the
Latrobe Regional and West Gippsland Hospitals
are examples of local businesses contributing
to the community. Encore Living’s decision to
sponsor the Trafalgar Bowls Club rather than
building a new facility is an example of support
for existing organisations.
National Volunteers Week is reported as is
the Find my Hero Australia program developed
by Emergency Services Health to support the
mental health and wellbeing of emergency services workers and volunteers. Commonwealth
Government support for volunteers is also reported.
There are reports of Government programs
which will contribute to our community. The
Victorian Government has announced a $435
million upgrade for the Gippsland railway line,
the Commonwealth Government is to provide
an extra $3.9m which will benefit more than
3,000 preschool children in the electorate of
McMillan and Baw Baw Shire Council is continuing to upgrade local footpaths.
Trafalgar is an example of how volunteers,
supportive businesses and Governnent at all
levels can build and maintain community confidence in the face of external challenges.
This combination of resources will ensure
Trafalgar will continue to prosper and grow.

V

olunteers in McMillan
are among nearly 100,
000 volunteers across
Australia benefiting from $10
million in Australian government grants to support community organisations.
Minister for Social Services,
Christian Porter, announced
that almost 2,700 community
organisations would benefit
from a grant to support the
work of volunteers. Member
for McMillan Russell Broadbent
said the Turnbull government’s
investment in our communities is delivering vital support

Dear Editor,

5 Contingent Street
PO Box 118, Trafalgar, 3824
T: 5633 1455 F: 5633 2250

Accounting, Taxation and Business Services

In reply to Thelma Kingwill
(May Traf News) who is confused about an article on the
Presbyterian Church which
appeared in the ‘Remember
When’ columns of the March
issue of Traf News.
Her confusion with the
dates is understandable as the
heading for the article in ques-

to McMillan’s small community
organisations, which help many
of our most vulnerable citizens.
“The volunteer grants will
assist 53 groups in our electorate,” Mr Broadbent said.
“The grants of between
$1,000 and $5,000 enable
McMillan’s organisations to
better support their volunteers
by purchasing much-needed
equipment, training and transport.
“National Volunteer Week is
celebrated in May, when we acknowledge the important work
of our volunteers and their or-

ganisations in building stronger communities.
“The energy, expertise and
time our volunteers give to our
community support those most
in need and represents what
Australian communities are all
about giving a helping hand.
“I’m glad to see that our local organisations will have this
support to continue their valuable work.”
For a full list of successful recipients and information
about volunteer grants, go to:
www.dss.gov.au/volunteergrants

Battle of Trafalgar festival
Chandelle Brien Boothey

T

he Battle of Trafalgar Festival (BOT) Committee is
working hard on the plans
for the biennial festival scheduled
to be held on the weekend of 19_
21 October 2018. Fundraising
is already underway, with future
plans for additional events to
keep the festival as self-sustaining
as possible.
There are new faces on the
committee this year that are very
welcome, contributing new ideas
and new energy into the BOT festival.
The meetings are scheduled for the second Monday of
the month, with the next meet-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Luke G Adrichem CPA
Kevin J Jennings CPA
Lucio G Viggiano CPA
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tion was, (although correct)
reproduced in very small print
– not a correct size heading.
The Presbyterian Church
article was from the ‘Gippsland
News’ of March 1957, not
1927 as some people who
missed the small print heading
thought.
Jack McDonald

ing scheduled for Monday 19,
June at 7.30pm, because of the
upcoming June long weekend.
Everyone is welcome to join
us at the Trafalgar Community
Complex adjoining the Anglican
Church at Contingent Street.

TCDA meets with
council
The TCDA has met with Baw Baw
Shire council representative Leanne Khan on Thursday, 11 May
to discuss the finalised Trafalgar
Parking Plan. Copies of the report were present to be assessed.
A draft copy of the Urban Design
Framework was also presented
to be reviewed by the TCDA. The
TCDA will also revisit the McGregor Park future development
plans, including the Men’s Shed
building.
The TCDA would love to hear
from the Community of Trafalgar
on any relevant issues they would
like assistance with. Keep us

posted at: communitytrafalgar@
gmail.com.

Baw Baw Arts
Alliance Market
9am - 1pm
1st Saturday of the month
Trafalgar Public Hall

• Live Music
• Demonstrating Artists
• Arts activities
Stallholder applications being accepted
Contact Wendy Hitchins
on 0407 710 180 or
trafalgarartsmarket@
gmail.com

Editor’s note
When submitting letters to the editor please include full postal
address, email address and contact number. Your privacy will
be respected, your details won’t be printed in the paper.

Divided opinions on rural land use
C
Yvette Brand

ommunity opinions on
Baw Baw Shire’s rural
land use review appear
divided between protecting rural land and enabling rural land
to be used to its full economic
potential.
Six people addressed a special council meeting in late April
to hear submissions on the draft
rural land use review that was
endorsed by the previous council in September last year.
While some submissions
pleaded for council not to allow houses on lots less than 40
hectares, others argued council
needed to be more flexible in
allowing diverse uses of rural
land and reducing the minimum
land requirement for houses.
One submission argued the
policy in its current form would
lead to “open slather” for houses on rural land and would be a
catastrophe.
Another submitter told council it needed to create clarity for
property owners.
John Hart urged council not
to adopt the proposed rural
land use policy.
He said the proposed crite-

ria for allowing houses on farm
zoned lots less than 40 hectares
was a “gross relaxation of the
present requirements.”
He said the inevitable consequences of such a move would
be most vacant small lots would
become rural residential properties.
“Legitimate agricultural use
is a wholly inadequate sole criterion for justifying a dwelling
on a rural small holding.
“There is no requirement for
an agricultural use to be intensive, productive or profitable,
or that residential occupation is
necessary for the farming use.
“The proposed policy would
be inflexible and open slather
because council would have no
grounds for refusing a dwelling
no matter how slight the proposed agricultural use might
be,” Mr Hart said.
But Mr Hart’s views were not
shared. Ray Howe of Drouin
said council needed to look at
areas close to its main centres
where 40 hectare allotments
could be decreased to allow for
more niche farming.
“The 40-hectare minimum

(for a house) is too large,” he
said. Mr Howe said 20 hectares or less would allow greater
scope for agricultural and horticultural uses which would
improve the district’s overall
productivity.
Mr Howe said council should
encourage more intensive use
of land around town centres
to make efficient use of public
amenities and infrastructure.
He said land in outer areas
like Neerim South, Athlone,
Longwarry and Willow Grove
would remain the same because
it was productive land.
John Mascadri told council
the policy needed to stay focussed on protecting agricultural and horticultural operations.
“It doesn’t matter if it’s 80
hectares or 15 hectares, as long
as it is productive.
Mr Mascadri said houses on
properties smaller than 40 hectares should be tied to a business
plan.
“That way it would protect
the use of the land and the monetary matter that goes with small
blocks with houses. What I am
saying is that the agricultural

or horticultural use has to be
hinged to that house so that if it
is sold it forms part of the section 32.
Mr Mascadri said the precinct plan was not ideal but it
was a step in the right direction.
Shayne Annett said council
had to decide on what the best
size for dwellings on rural lots
was and stick to it.
“You will chase your tail for
ever trying to work out what
that number will be. Settle on a
number, whatever it is, but create clarity.
“Set a position that says no
unless it meets certain criteria.
It’s the uncertainty for people
that might have 20 hectares but
don’t know if they will get a permit.
“Council needs to create that
certainty that’s been missing for
so long,” he said.
Mr Annett said council could
not rely completely on the Swan
and Volum land classifications.
“Swan and Volum is about
the bio physical conditions but
soils are not the only factor
in the viability of commercial
farming,” he said.

Russell Broadbent

T

he Turnbull government
will ensure all McMillan
children can access 15
hours of preschool a week under a new agreement for early
childhood education.
Member for McMillan Russell Broadbent said more than

3000 children in McMillan
were set to reap the benefits of
the additional $3.9m funding
announced by the government
for preschool education.
“We’re focused on ensuring children in McMillan and
across Australia have the best

possible start to their education, “Mr Broadbent said.
“We know that a quality preschool education is essential
for laying the foundations for
successful learning, including
transition to full-time school
and future school success.

“That’s why we’re delivering $3.9m for the 3,117 preschoolers in McMillan.
“Our commitment means
certainty that all children in the
year before school will continue to have access to 15 hours of
preschool a week (600 hours a

Preventing Child Sexual Abuse
Sue Jacka
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year) in 2018.Combined with
the landmark child care reforms we passed through parliament earlier this year, this
announcement will make child
care and early learning more
affordable and accessible for
Australian families.”
Minister for Education and
Training Simon Birmingham
said the government had extended the National Partnership Agreement on Universal
Access (NPAUA) to Early Childhood Education.
“The 2018 (NPAUA) exten-

sion will provide certainty and
consistency for Australian families, preschools and long day
care centres as we implement
our school and child care reforms next year,” Minister Birmingham said.
“It will also allow for proper discussions with the states
and territories on how we fairly
guarantee at least 15 hours of
preschool beyond that, given
the very different models of
preschool delivery that apply
from one state to another.
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cinct based approach, general
support for land management
plans and agricultural management plans, concerns regarding future growth in Yarragon,
Trafalgar and Longwarry and
general dissatisfaction for the
proposed rural conservation
zone in the Strzelecki ranges
precinct
Before hearing submissions
last week, mayor Joe Gauci said
the meeting was only part of the
ongoing process.
“There is a bit of work for us
to get through. There are five
new councillors and we have to
make sure we are all up with
this.
“Councillors are very determined not to rush this
through,” he said.
Cr Gauci said the consultation process was all about getting different perspectives.
“We won’t make everyone
happy but we will do our best,”
he said.
Cr Gauci said state legislation would restrict council’s decisions on some areas of rural
land uses.
Source: Warragul Gazette

Preschool funding guaranteed

Traf News is a monthly publication aimed at providing news,
entertainment and information to the people of Trafalgar.
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A precinct based approach
to managing agricultural areas
across the shire was put forward by council in July last year
following initial consultation for
council’s rural land use review.
The precinct based approach
for rural land management is
designed to meet different rural
needs across the municipality.
The proposed precinct structure includes the fertile centre;
Trafalgar and Yarragon flats;
eastern pastures, Neerim corridor; western slopes; Longwarry
flats; Strzelecki ranges; Thorpdale surrounds; and northern
ranges.
After the previous council
endorsed the draft rural land
use review in September, it
agreed to enter a third phase of
consultation between October
and December to give community members a further opportunity for feedback.
Council received 117 submissions through its Have Your
Say process.
Officers said submissions
were diverse, but several key
themes were identified including; strong support for the pre-
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From left Brian Norris (local presenter), Andrea Musulin (Protective behaviours presenter), Sue Jacka (Anglican minister), Brenda Burney (Churchill minister and local presenter) and Bishop Kay Goldsworthy (Gippsland).

C

hild sexual abuse has
been on the media agenda
especially with the Royal
Commission. How to understand and prevent this complex
issue was the topic of a seminar held recently in Trafalgar
and sponsored by the Anglican
Diocese of Gippsland. Andrea
Musulin from Perth was the expert presenter drawing on her
experience of more than 25
years in policing, specialising
in the areas of child protection

and domestic violence as well as
her current role with the Catholic diocese of Perth in the ‘Safeguarding Project’.
She explained that paedophiles, like alcoholics, are oriented that way and no amount
of counselling or jail terms will
change that orientation although
it will hopefully make them want
to stop their harmful behaviours. Paedophiles are drawn
to places where children congregate which is why schools,

churches and youth organisations now have policies like requiring Working With Children
cards and references before
someone takes up a role.
Surprisingly Andrea said
that every paedophile she has
met has been charming, very
likeable and the sort of person
people feel at ease with. That’s
their main strategy; to behave
so helpfully that they earn the
trust of the parents and community (called grooming) and so

gain access to children. 90% of
sexual abuse happens by family
members or trusted friends.
Most sexual abuse occurred
at 3-10 years of age! Importantly
we can empower children by
speaking openly about sex, in
an age appropriate way, using
correct names for genitals and
teaching children that sex is for
when they are grown up. Then
they can have the understanding
and words to refuse the advances of any would be perpetrator.

Bring your own wine & enjoy our finest
culinary delights.
We offer banquet menu at special price for
group functions and parties.
Call us to book your event.

Trading Hours
Open from 5.00pm (Tue to Sun)
15 Contingent Street, Trafalgar, Vic 3824

(03) 5633 3395
Like us on Facebook - Temple Glory Cuisine
www.templeglory.com.au
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$435 million for Gippsland line

Firefighting a passion Police notes
Ricky Bayne

Carolyn Turner

D
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uplication of the track
between Longwarry and
Bunyip and new platforms at both stations are highlights of a regional rail funding
boost announced by Premier
Daniel Andrews and transport
minister Jacinta Allan in Warragul on Sunday.
The $435 million upgrade
of the Gippsland line is part of
a $1.45 billion regional rail revival package unveiled on Sunday ahead of last month’s state
budget.
Gippsland’s share is $435
million which will include new
track, stations and stabling or
provide more frequent, safe and
reliable services to Gippsland
enabling trains every 40 minutes
during the day, at night and on
the weekend.
The project will duplicate the
notorious section of single track
between Bunyip and Longwarry
and build second platforms at
both stations to cater for the new
dual track.
The investment on the
Gippsland line will create more
than 400 jobs with a dedicated
project office in the Latrobe Valley.
The need for improvements
would not have been lost on
Mr Andrews and Ms Allan during their brief visit, with their
Melbourne train late by about
20 minutes and announcements
during their press conference
that the next train to Melbourne
was booked out and only coaches were available.
Mr Andrews said the project
was about equity and fairness for
people living in regional Victoria.
He said the government recognised that regional rail was
vital for jobs and regional development.
“This is about growing regional Victoria, creating jobs and
providing a safer and more reliable train service
Member for Eastern Victoria
Harriet Shing said it was the biggest investment in the Gippsland
line for a generation and “at
long last it is being delivered by
a Labor Government as part of
our ongoing commitment to this
region.
“These upgrades, improvements and duplications will better connect our communities,
improve services, increase safety
and reliability and drive local
jobs for years to come.

Ms Shing said dependent on
tenders the duplication works
could begin early next year.
However, a stoush has occurred between the state and
federal governments over funding which the state government
is proposing to come from the
Commonwealth’s Asset Recycling
Initiative.
Mr Andrews said he was
confident the federal government would provide the funding
as part of an agreement to hand
over a 15 per cent bonus payment from the sale of the Port of
Melbourne.
Speaking in Warragul recently, federal Infrastructure Minister
Darren Chester said he hadn’t
seen a plan or business case.
He said he hadn’t seen any
commitment from the state government of their own funds.
Mr Chester described the
project as a “Dear Santa wish
list.”
V/Line user group member
Natalie Thorne described the announcement as very significant
and the first step in getting the
Gippsland line up to speed.
She said she was very pleased
with the announcement which
“has been a long time coming.”
“Everyone is very excited
about this and pleased to see that
Gippsland is finally on the government’s radar”, she said.
She thanked Ms Shing, Member for Narracan Gary Blackwood and Member for Morwell
Russell Northe for their work.
“This has been a lot of work
from both sides of politics and
shows that everyone realised
something had to be done,” Dr
Thorne said.
Dr Thorne said she hoped the
next step would be improving
rail times west of Pakenham and
Dandenong.
“These changes are fantastic
but to really improve the service
overall we have to improve times
on the suburban section where
trains can be held up,” she said.
Mr Blackwood said details
of the funding announcement
would be heavily scrutinised by
regional commuters.
“The funding today, which
has come entirely from the Federal Governments Asset Recycling Initiative, shows that even
when Daniel Andrews does make
an announcement for regional
Victoria, he isn’t willing to put his
hand in his own pocket to fund
it,” said Mr Blackwood.

A Little Patch of Country

End of roll salE
25% off the price when
you take all on the roll.
FOR JUNE ONLY
63 Princes Highway, Trafalgar

Ph: 5633 2311

Brian Dalrymple

Mr Northe said the Gippsland
Line improvements were just one
issue with the regional network
and the real delays for Gippsland
commuters came in the metropolitan network.
“All too frequently Gippsland
V/Line services are delayed due
to congestion in the metropolitan
network where Metro trains take
priority over regional services,”
he said.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There has been a significant increase in theft related offences occurring around rural
farming properties, items being taken are four wheel motor bikes, ride on mowers, garden
power tools and trailers. Offences are occurring in Trafalgar, Trafalgar South, Thorpdale,
Yarragon and Willow Grove.
If you reside on a rural property and would like advice on improving security around
your property, contact us to arrange a visit.
These offences are committed by opportunistic criminals who would otherwise be deterred by a locked gate or sensor floodlights.

Source: Warragul Gazette
Right: Premier Daniel Andrews,
Transport Minister Jacinta Allan
and Member for Eastern Victoria
Harriett Shing view plans for
track duplication and signalling
improvements on the Gippsland
line while at the Warragul station when announcing the rail
improvements

If you see something suspicious, call crime stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Council’s footpath focus
continues to close missing links

L

ocal schools and community members are continuing to benefit from Council’s 2016/17 Footpath Program
which is closing missing footpath links across the Shire.
The program runs annually
and works by identifying areas
that are missing vital footpath
networks and allocates funding
from Council’s Capital Works
Budget for the construction of
these new paths.
Council
has
invested
$900,000 in the current
2016/17 financial year for new
footpath program.

Mayor of Baw Baw Shire
Councillor Joe Gauci said Council is committed to continuing to
work with local schools, sport
clubs and community members to provide safer and more
accessible footpath networks
where it really matters.
“We know our Shire is
growing, and so is the need
for more footpaths around our
busy towns. The 2016/17 Footpath Program has a real focus
on creating safe and accessible
links around schools and recreation facilities which are hot
spots for pedestrian traffic”,

said the Mayor.
“We are pleased to see our
investment into this year’s program make such a meaningful and positive impact for our
community and we will continue
to invest in asset creation and
renewal into the future.”
Principal of Marist-Sion College in Warragul Peter Houlahan and students at the school
are already reaping the benefits
of the newly constructed footpath along Burke Street.
“Thank you for your work to
provide this facility for the local
community”, said Mr Houlahan.

The 2016/17 Footpath Program has seen new footpaths
constructed along some of
the paths in Trafalgar and surroundings are :
 Morwell-Thorpdale Road in
Thorpdale
 Bullen Court in Trafalgar
 Gardner Street in Longwarry
 Depot Lane in Trafalgar
Additional footpaths scheduled to be completed in this
year’s program include:
 Kitchener Street in Trafalgar
 Brown Street in Trafalgar
 Thorpdale Road in Trafalgar
 Hazeldean Road in Yarragon

Help to find and thank local
emergency services heroes
Fiona Mcgill

A

brand-new initiative is
providing Trafalgar residents a way to recognise
and thank their local emergency
services workers and volunteers.
Find my Hero Australia, has
been developed by Emergency
Services Health, Australia’s only
private health insurer exclusively for the emergency services community to support the
mental health and wellbeing of
emergency services workers
and volunteers who put their
own safety, health and even their
lives on the line to protect our
people and communities.
By enlisting help from people
in the community via social media our brave men and women
can be identified and located to
ensure messages of thanks will
find their way to those individuals to make a positive impact on

For the last month Trafalgar Police have attended
Two reports of criminal damage
Eight reports of family violence
Two reports of theft of motor vehicle
Two reports of drug possession
One report of burglary
Six reports of theft, including the theft of four cows from a Willow Grove property.

their mental health and wellbeing.
Emergency Services Health
CEO, Michael Oertel says giving
and receiving thanks has positive impacts for both people who
have been rescued or helped,
and emergency responders.
“We’ve already seen people
be reconnected with their heroes and it’s been valuable experience for all involved.
“There is a significant
amount of research which
shows that being thanked makes
people feel valued and aids their
future performance of selfless
acts. Gratitude is also linked
to reducing depression, better
sleep, improving self-esteem,
and strengthening our ability to
cope with adversity.
Emergency responders are
there at our most desperate
times, but it’s often not possible for the people they serve
to share their appreciation and

thanks in these situations where
time and urgency is vital.
“Closure can be crucial to
ongoing performance, wellbeing
and happiness for emergency
responders, but it’s not always
possible to know the outcome of
accidents and emergency situations,” says Mr Oertel.
Significant emergency and
crisis situations, such as major floods and fires, have also
shown how giving thanks can be
healing for communities.
“Expressing thanks and
gratitude offers emotional engagement, whether it’s sharing
a thank you message via social
media, putting a sign on a road
or writing a letter,” says Mr Oertel.
Find My Hero Australia will
provide a platform online for
people from around the country to share their message of
thanks, ask the community for
help and get the message to the

right person or unit.
First responders from different disciplines often rely on
each other for support during
emergency situations, and this
initiative will also provide the
platform for workers and volunteers to share their thanks with
a colleague or peer.
Emergency services workers
and volunteers are firefighters,
paramedics, nurses and medical
response units, state emergency
units, surf lifesavers, flying doctors, and triple-0 operators to
name a few. They face dangerous situations, horrific accidents, and are relied upon as
people’s last line in impossible
situations.
To find a local hero, or
help someone else find theirs,
visit the Find my Hero Australia Facebook page at Facebook.
com/FindmyHeroAU and use the
hashtag #FindmyHeroAU with
your story or message of thanks.

A

nthony Schultz became
a junior CFA member
to run in competitions
when he was 11.
Thirty five years later he’s
still competing and winning
events and has turned his passion for firefighting into a career and a dedicated volunteer
commitment.
The Willow Grove CFA rural
brigade captain says volunteering is part of what rural communities do to help out.
“It brings the community
together,” he said. “The Lions,
the footy club .We all help one
another, it’s part of living in a
rural community.”
His father, Ron Schultz from
Benalla, was president of Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria’s
predecessor and was on the
board of the CFA.
Anthony joined as soon as
he turned 11. “I loved the running side of it in the competition,” he said. “That’s where

most of my drive came from
when I was in the juniors and it
just continued on from there.”
He still competes. Although
he admits the body is not as
willing as it used to be, last
year he won three gold, three
silver and a bronze in swimming events at the Australasian
Police and Emergency Services
Games.
The Willow Grove volunteer
brigade responds to about 30
calls each year, mostly grass
and structure fires, and has
added to the CFA’s surge capacity to respond to major incidents across the region and
state.
“We have about 50 people
on the books and about 20 active members,” Anthony said.
“A lot of our volunteers are
dairy farmers and we have
enough to call on when needed.”
After starting at Benalla
alongside his father, Anthony

was a member of Upwey and
Belgrave before moving to
Gippsland to work as a firefighter for the Yallourn Power
Station.
“I do it as a career and as a
volunteer; I guess it shows how
much I love it,” he said.
His eldest son Harrison is
now in the juniors in Willow
Grove and Anthony expects
his younger children will also
catch the bug.
Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria CEO Andrew Ford said
volunteers play a vital role in
developing community connections, capacity and resilience.
“Our dedicated volunteers
are continuing a great Australian tradition that is well respected in our communities,”
he said.
Mr Ford said volunteers are
part of the fabric of society and
contribute to community resilience.

Traf News
to survey readers
T
those residents registered
with ‘Do Not Call’, the type of
survey we are undertaking is
exempt from that legislation.
However, if any person
doesn’t wish to participate in
the survey for any reason, they
are, naturally, not obliged to
do so, and our caller will not
continue with the survey.
Unfortunately, as with most
survey callers, we’ll probably
have to call you at inconvenient times, that is, sometime
between 6.00pm and 7.30pm
so that we can get the range
of people that best aligns with
the demographics in Trafalgar.
This shouldn’t be too much
of an inconvenience as there
are only 10 questions, so it
won’t take more than a couple

raf News will be undertaking a survey this
month of Trafalgar residents to determine whether
we are meeting your needs.
The survey will be a telephone survey of approximately 90 people who are 18 years
of age or older to obtain their
views on various aspects of
the paper.
The person calling will
identify themselves and record your responses. Telephone numbers will be randomly selected.
All responses will be anonymous and will not identify
any person. On no account
will you be asked for your
name.
For the information of

of minutes.
If we do call, we won’t necessarily survey the person who
answers the phone, rather we
will ask for the person aged
18 years or older who has
their birthday closest to the
survey date. This provides
a further randomness to the
process.
Residents who have any
questions regarding the survey when they are called, or
indeed beforehand, are welcome to call Mick Bourke
(0409 512 672).
Details of the survey will be
published in a later edition.
We encourage all those
called to participate so that
we can make our local paper
even better.

#

NOW SELLING
from

$164,100*
Starting at just $164,100 affordable, quality
living in a safe and connected community is at
your doorstep.
We’ve thought of everything you need for a
relaxing and active retirement, so you can
focus on enjoying yourself.
Featuring 2 or 3-bedroom luxury homes, plus
exclusive use of facilities including: gym,
indoor swimming pool, landscaped grounds,
vegetable garden & orchard, caravan & boat
storage and a 24hr emergency call system.

Pantone

* Leasehold Option
# Image is indicative only
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Love to find out more?
Call 1800 ENCORE (1800 362 673) and experience
the possibilities of Encore Living Trafalgar.

Encore Living Trafalgar

century gothic
Text to Curves

Working text

Paynesville
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In
June
2017
Southern
Cross Austereo and Hit FM are
raising money for Give Me 5 for Kids!
Give Me 5 for Kids is a network
initiative raising money for the local
hospital’s children’s wards. We are
fortunate to raise funds for two children’s wards, Latrobe Regional Hospital and West Gippsland Hospital.
Our goal at Southern Cross
Austereo’s Hit FM this year is to
raise $10,000 which will be going
towards bettering the facilities at both
hospitals. Updating the play room at
West Gippsland and helping with the
new Children’s Emergency Ward at
Latrobe Regional.
On Thursday, 15 June IGA
Trafalgar will be donating 10 percent
of every dollar spent in store from
8am to 12pm we will also be having
a sausage sizzle out the front and 100
percent of the money raised from that
will be donated to the cause.

Shire rates capped at 2 per cent increase
Yvette Brand

A

rts, roads and recreation
projects are the major
features of a $33.3 million
capital works program included
in the draft budget supported by
Baw Baw Shire Council late last
month.
Residential ratepayers will
face a predicted two per cent
rate rise with council meeting
the state government’s rate cap.
But, one of the big changes to
council’s rating structure was a
decision to ease the rates burden
for commercial and industrial
property owners, while hitting
vacant land owners with a higher
surcharge.
The differential rating strategy
supported by council will continue to offer a 10 per cent discount
on farm properties.
However, two changes to the
strategy will see the commercial
and industrial surcharge decreased 30 per cent surcharge to
20 per cent; and, the surcharge
on vacant land to increase from
60 per cent to 80 per cent.
Councillors said they hoped
the changes would assist struggling businesses and encourage
vacant land owners to develop
their properties.
The new differentials represent an average $182 saving to
commercial and industrial ratepayers. Vacant land ratepayers
face an average $87 increase.

The $33.3 million capital works program includes
$28.9ámillion new works plus
$4.4 million projects carried
over from the current year.
Major features of the new
works include $8 million (state
and federal government funds)
for the West Gippsland Arts
Centre redevelopment and $1.5
million to develop a new Early
Learning Centre in Warragul.
The budget allocates $10.1
million to roads including $2
million for Warragul central
business district improvement
works, $1 million for shire wide
road reconstruction works, $1.1
million for gravel road resheet
works, $1.2 million for road
resealing works, $1 million for
major pavement repairs and
$650,000 for road upgrade/sealing works.
The draft budget represents
income of $94.4 million and
expenditure of $71.1 million,
resulting in a surplus of $23.3
million.
The adjusted underlying surplus (after subtraction of grants
and capital income), is a forecast cash surplus of $880,000,
which is $4.7 million less than
2016/17.
Total rates revenue is expected to be $45.1 million. Waste
service charges will remain the
same at $376.

In his report to council, interim chief executive officer
Phil Cantillon said council’s annual expenses were expected to
increase by 4.8 per cent mainly
due to expansion of current service levels as well as recruitment
of a number of new positions to
address compliance matters in
the regulatory and building functions.
Mr Cantillon said service
levels would be maintained at
2016/17 levels with the aim to
use less resources and an emphasis on innovations.
He said many of the operating
budget line items had the same
dollar allocation as 2016/17.
“Given the CPI increase is expected to be two per cent (per
the rate cap) this will effectively
mean a productive gain of two
per cent as there is no corresponding decrease to service
delivery.
“That is, the CPI increase is
to be absorbed as staff are doing
the same work and delivering the
same services,” he said.
Mr Cantillon said there was
some increase in service delivery (e.g., additional staff). But,
he said, this was in response to
additional community needs and
where there were increased service levels.
Cr Jessica O’Donnell moved
that council support in principle

the draft budget. She highlighted
the extensive capital works program.
“It’s a strong and robust budget and I look forward to what
comes back from our community,” she said.
Cr Danny Goss said a lot of
work had gone into the budget.
He said there were a lot of
things included in the budget
that council wanted, including a
new kindergarten which was on
the wish list.
However, he said the budget
also drew attention to the state
and federal government’s cost
shift to local government.
“There are a lot of aspects
that council are involved in that
people don’t realise. You don’t
think about where the services
are coming from but state and
federal government certainly allow us to deliver a lot.
Cr Peter Kostos said this was
a very good budget based on the
two per cent rate capping and a
high capital spend.
Cr Michael Leaney said the
budget was very good and very
fair and showed that money was
being spent outside the major
centres.
“It has changed the nexus
and small communities are being recognised.
“It is good that some of the
communities that haven’t seen
much will see a change,” he said.
Source: Warragul Gazette

Encore Living opening doors
Debra Beary

I

nterested parties from
across Gippsland and locals
alike joined the Directors,
Mark Zeldenryk and Tom Camp,
at the recent Encore Living Trafalgar Display Villa launch to
take their first look around the
development and inspect the
displays. The event also provided an opportunity for people
who have already chosen to become residents at Encore Living
Trafalgar to meet each other.
Baw Baw Shire Councillor and
Trafalgar resident, Darren Wallace attended the event and gave
a brief summary of the lifestyle
on offer across the region.
The official opening was
followed by morning tea and

a tour of the displays with the
Trafalgar Lions Club providing
tea and coffee all day for those
in need of refreshment.as well
as a sausage sizzle for afternoon
guests.
Three display villas at Encore
Living Trafalgar are now officially open and ready for viewing with construction of stage
one and two villas underway.
This boutique village for over
55’s is situated between Davey
& Hardy Drives, Trafalgar and
when completed will consist
of 92 architecturally designed
villas, community centre (clubhouse) for the exclusive use of
residents, landscaped gardens
and resident community facili-

A community centre is also
on the agenda, which will have
a heated pool, a gym and multipurpose rooms complete with
an executive kitchen, lounge
and dining area which could
be used for private functions as
well as community events.
Ms Beary said there will be
areas where the residents can
screen a movie, enjoy an outdoor barbecue or lose a day in
our well-equipped workshop.
Encore Living has made a
considered decision to encourage its residents to be active
members of the wider Trafalgar
community by choosing not to
construct its own bowling green
and will instead, sponsor local

Encore Living Trafalgar director Mark Zeldenryk, councillor Darren Wallace and property and sales Manager Debra Beary
Trafalgar Bowls Club tournaments.
“We feel that it is important
for our residents to develop a
sense of belonging, both within
the village, as well as in the wider community.” Ms Beary said.
Encore Living has already
received inquiries from retirees

who are looking to return to
where they grew up, or to move
out of the ‘rat-race’.
The village is in an ideal
location on the Melbourne/
Bairnsdale train line, and only
a short trip away from regional
hospitals and Melbourne’s outer southeast.

Probus walking group recommences
John Attwell

T

his has been another busy
month for our Probians
with a variety of events for
members to select what they do.

Guest speaker for the
month was Arfa Khan
Arfa Khan gave an inspiring talk
about her education and life in
Pakistan and the trials of her
move to settle into Australia. The
importance of education in Pakistan is no different from its importance in Australia and Arfa is
still undergoing studies even with
a very busy life here in Trafalgar.

She spoke about the commitment
of volunteers to support a community and is impressed with the
number of community groups
and volunteers in Trafalgar. Of
course her role as editor of Traf
News is a big commitment and
proves the old adage “if you want
a job done give it to a busy person” Thanks Arfa.

Inductions of new
members
We are pleased to welcome two
new members into our club Kaye
Hunt and Iris Pywell.

Welcome ladies and we hope you
enjoy many years with Probus.

Walk at Willow Grove
After a few years in recess we
have recommenced the walking group within Probus and
our first venture was around
Blue Rock Dam with 17 hardy
walkers and four dogs. At the
halfway mark we stopped for
a cuppa from the general store
and scones provided by Maggie Attwell which sustained us
for the return journey, which
was a bit slower with that extra

weight. Our next trip is planned
for the Lyre Bird walk near
Mirboo North.

Trip to Emerald
More than 30 members enjoyed
a trip to Emerald to participate
in the Emerald Memorial Walk
which has recently been developed by the Emerald RSL. They
also enjoyed a little shopping and
lunch. It was a very enjoyable day
for all.
The upcoming trips are to Port
Albert Museum and My Fair Lady.

Walking group at Blue Rock Dam

Men’s Shed networking

Dentures made to last

Ron Fletcher

Trafalgar

ties. The project on completion
will have a finished value of $37
million and will bring economic
benefit and associated employment to the region.
Encore Living Property and
Sales Manager Debra Beary said
there’s a lot of interest in the
local area from people coming
off larger properties as well as
those close to town whose main
asset is their home.
“We provide an opportunity
for people to downsize their
home maintenance, and yet still
live in a lovely spacious home.
This then allows them to free up
some of their capital to fully enjoy their retirement,” Ms Beary
said.

T

here is something special about getting together with other sheds
or in particular with the men
who are members of these
sheds. We received an invitation from Celeste Jennings who
is the Community Development
Officer, Latrobe City Council to
attend what is called; ‘Latrobe
City Men’s Shed Network’ and
the venue on this occasion was
the Churchill Men’s Shed this
was not the first get together of
this type and we look forward
to more in the future.
The topic was, ‘A history of
Men’s Sheds in the Latrobe Valley’ (the first in Australia!) and
their role in preventing family violence. The guest speaker
was Dr. Chris Laming, Federation University. Chris was the
founding coordinator of the
shed (Self-Help Ending Domestics) project, the first Men’s
behaviour change program in
Gippsland.
Chris gave a talk together
with some role play by various shed members and then
we had a whip around the table
so individuals could introduce
themselves and bring everybody up to date on what was
going on in their sheds.
This is always interesting as

you get a sense of how important being a member of a Men’s
Shed is to them, it is also a time
when we can exchange ideas
on projects and where grants
are available to raise funds for
tools and equipment to help
keep sheds viable. Lunch was a
BBQ accompanied by plenty of
fresh salads and fruit.
Thanks to Celeste and her
team for organising a very enjoyable Men’s Shed network
day
Grants are currently available for new sheds up to
$60,000.00 and for refurbishing sheds up to $30,000.00.
The Victorian Labor Government continues to support
Men’s Sheds and this is a good
thing for the future of Men’s
Sheds.
We are fortunate to have
moved on after receiving a
$60,000.00 grant in late 2015
and are making steady progress in getting our shed erected
so the plumbing and electrical
work can take place.
Gentlemen we are open
from 9.30am-4pm on Monday
and Wednesday next to the
swimming pool in McGregor
Park come along and be part of
helping us plan our move to the
new shed.

Fp-RgraEdEe to
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Kaye Hunt next to President Ron Bowley and Iris Pywell
on the right

New Men’s shed under construction
Denture repairs while you wait

Mr

Mrs Dentures

81 Princes Highway Yarragon
Professional consulting room available

Telephone 03 5634 2388

Services
• General denture
treatments
• Cosmetic denture
treatments
• Dental implants
• Denture Repairs
and Relines
• Mouthguards
• Home visits

SEASONS
CHANGE

Good Food Remains
Try our winter warmers
curries, soups & more
“THE HEALTHY EATING ALTERNATIVE”

YARRAGON

Friendly Caring Service

Open 7 days a week

87 Princes Hwy Yarragon

5634 2853

www.mrandmrsdentures.com.au

Working with BBSN

Now at

from 6am to 5pm

www.fozigobble.com
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Junior Rotary community award
Margaret Darvill
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tending a community commemoration, a community meeting,
learning about another culture
and religion and getting a taste
of the arts.
Cooking features high in the
new skills category, with more
than one youngster learning how
to bake and cook dinner for their
family.
Other skills being learnt
include netball umpiring and
photography. Art shows, musical
theatre and photography exhibitions contribute to their awards,
while learning about Greek and
Pakistani cultures opens their
eyes to other cultures. Students
will also attend a Rotary meeting
and discuss their journey with
their Rotary sponsors.

ANZAC Day
JRCA participants with Rotarians Isobel and David.

Passing the baton at District Sports

Junior Rotary
community award
A record number of grade six
students are undertaking the
Junior Rotary Community Award
in 2017. Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Trafalgar, this award
aims to encourage young people
to become involved in the community beyond the school fence.
Taking place each year in terms
two and three, with experiences
taking place in ten week blocks,
eighteen young people are learning new skills, undertaking community volunteering, and developing a physical exercise regime.
They also learn more about
the community they live in by at-

The perfect place
for drinks with friends, alfresco lunch
family dinner or function

On Sunday, 25 April, and despite
the weather, Trafalgar Primary
School was well represented at
the Trafalgar Anzac Day March
and commemoration. School
captains, Junior Rotary Community Award (JRCA)participants
and teachers marched with other
members of the community.
Other pupils also attended with
their parents. Wreaths were laid
on behalf of the school by Molly,
Noah, Flin and Katie. Beth and
Owen were proud to lay one on
behalf of the JRCA members.

Camp Rumbug
Designed to encourage independence, develop teamwork and
ingenuity, camps are an important part of most kids’ school

Scouts thank Tiffany for her role as group leader

journey. TPS’s Grade five students recently had an adventurous time at Camp Rumbug where
they got to attempt activities like
abseiling, tree climbing, aeroball
and, given the weather, a mud
run. Mieke reports that they had
to run through a puddle “up to
our belly button full of mud. We
got really dirty.”
Team work came into play
on the water, as students built
‘functional’ rafts that they had to
manoeuvre around a lake based
course. They were taught the basics of canoeing, ending up playing games afloat.
Laughter was the order of
the day, although Mieke goes on
to say there was one bad thing
about camp – “it was really, really super cold!”

1st Trafalgar scout group prepares for the 2017 ANZAC Day march

District Sports

ANZAC Day

In contrast to the weather that
accompanied Camp Rumbug
and the Anzac Day march, District Sports Day was sunny and
definitely hat weather. 60 pupils
represented TPS at the Geoff
Watts track in Warragul in both
track and field events. The sea
of red was an excellent reflection
of TPS’s emphasis on supporting
each other times of both success and almost success, and
comments were heard about the
good sportsmanship displayed
by all students.
The meet was a success for
ten students who will be going
on to represent TPS at the Regional Athletics Carnival later in
the month.

This year the Venturers (youth
aged 14 to 17) wished to see
an ANZAC Day Dawn Service, as
none had attended one before.
They planned a sleepover at the
Scout hall, as the close proximity of the hall to the RSL would
allow the most sleep before the
Service.
Venturer leader David ‘Wombat’ Lyons said it was nice to
be woken by the sound of bag
pipes. The venturers then made
their way out into the rain to participate in the ANZAC Day Dawn
Service.
After the service, the Leaders joined in sharing the Gunfire Breakfast, the Venturers returned to the Scout Hall for more
sleep, then got organised for the
March and service at 11 am.
Closer to time for the march,
the other members of the Scout
Group arrived at the hall. We
were pleased that so many joeys, cubs, scouts, venturers and
leaders were able to participate
and show their respect on the
day. During the service, representatives of each section laid a
wreath at the cenotaph.

Jenny Heggart

Thank you Tiffany
Recently our group leader, Tiffany Viney, stepped down from the
role. Tiffany has been the group
leader of the 1st Trafalgar Scout
Group since mid 2010. Prior

• Relaxing family friendly atmosphere
• Affordable deliciously tempting meals
• Fast friendly service

to that she was assistant group
leader for 18 months and secretary for a year before that.
Tiffany has worked tirelessly
to help the group function at
its best and also to develop the
group throughout this time.
One of her first major contributions was to be the main organiser of the groups’ centenary
celebrations in 2010. She organised a dinner for past leaders, an
open day and celebration for
current and past members and
prepared the group’s centenary
booklet.
When she started as group
leader there were two sections,
namely cubs and scouts. The
group now also runs a joeys section for younger members and
the most recent addition is the
venturer section for 14-17 year
olds.
The group now has many
more youth members and Leaders than when she started in her
role. She has spent many hours
working with the leaders and
youth members and their families. She also contributed much
time to the scout section which
she organised when it did not
have a trained leader.
Tiffany has also been heavily
involved with the group’s committee, overseeing the management of fee collection, fundraising and liaising with the other
users of the Scout Hall. She has

Group leader Tiffany Viney invests new Joeys assistant leader
Craig Moon at Uralla
helped drive the extensive upgrading of the hall facilities, in
most cases her husband Shaun
has provided most of the practical skills.
Tiffany has also spent a lot
of time liaising with community
groups in Trafalgar such as the
Lions Club, the Lioness Club and
Rotary to increase their awareness of scouting and to source
donations for the scout group.
She has also helped the group
raise funds through her many
applications for grants and sponsorship. The Bendigo Bank and
Scouts Victoria have been supportive of our group.
Tiffany and her family are still
involved with the group through
the venturer section. We thank
her for her outstanding contribution to scouting in Trafalgar
and will miss seeing her smiling
face at the scout hall two or three
nights a week. We wish Tiffany
all the best for the future.

Scouting enquiries
In the short term, district commissioner Rick Bradley will be
taking over many of the group
leaders’ co-ordinating roles.
If anyone has enquiries about
joining Scouting as either a
youth member or a leader, Rick
may be contacted by emailing
dc.mtbawbaw@vicscouts.asn.au
or phoning 0400 307 652.

Tiffany Viney, at this years’
bookfair

Catholic Education week celebrated
Trish Mulqueen

S

t Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Trafalgar,
along with other Catholic
Schools in the Diocese of Sale,
recently celebrated Catholic
Education Week. “It was an
opportunity for all Catholic
Schools to celebrate our distinctive mission and to share
things that are special about
our schools with everyone,”
Mrs Trish Mulqueen, Principal
said.
“We celebrated this week in
a number of ways. Our teachers attended a special mass of
thanksgiving with other teachers from neighbouring catholic
schools, at Marist-Sion School”.
We also celebrated our relationships in our community
by enjoying a special morning
tea with the senior students and
the staff. The shared morning
tea was a huge hit and further
reinforced the strong and vibrant community of St Joseph’s
Catholic School.

Enjoying morning tea together from left Mrs Katie Balfour, and
students Lachlan and James

From left James, Mrs Sonia Lombardo (back), Fr Bernie Krotwaar
(centre front), Mrs Carmen Farrell (back) and Seth

Mother’s day fun at St Joseph’s
Trish Mulqueen

Canoeing at Camp Rumbug

R

ecently the St Joseph’s
Catholic School community celebrated Mother’s
Day. The whole school attended
a liturgy in the church acknowledging the very important role of
mothers.

The children expressed their
gratitude for their mums in readings and in songs. The mums and
grandmothers came back to the
school for a beautiful morning
tea together. Everyone enjoyed
the celebration.

Enjoy exceptional dining in our beautiful bluestone haven
or outdoors under the willows and the stars...

MEALS AND PIZZAS SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK
14 Moe-Willow Grove Road, Willow Grove
Phone: 56352455. Web: www.willowgroveduckinn.com.au

From left Amber Rhodes, Kate Brookes, Margaret Ross and toddlers Mums and their toddlers enjoying the fun, from left Lilly and
from left Imogen Rhodes and Alex Brookes
Rebecca Harvey and Grace and Vanessa Donald
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Coastal ambassador’s camp

Diaries of Charlie Heywood

David Womabt Lyons

T

hree students from year
nine Megan Gridley, Riley Madyson and Chloe
Alison went to the Costal Ambassadors Phillip Island camp
for four days from 30 April to
3 May.
We went on this camp to
have a better understanding
about the environment. While
we were on this camp we builtpenguins boxes, had Rangers
talk to us and help behind the

Thurs 7th

scenes of the Penguin Parade.
We learnt all about the penguins, shearwater and seals
that are native to Philip Island.
We got to see what happens
when a bird eats plastic and
the effects that plastic has on
sea life.
We learnt about recycling
and how important it is. At the
camp we had to put together an
action plan to bring back to the
school.

First of all went to kit Stores.
Spent most of day buying articles
for the boys. Went to 57 and left
purchases for safety. Kursaal
late.

Fri 8th

Scenic view of Philip Island

Dawns’ party
A
Duncan Wade

small party of six venturers attended Anzac Day’s
dawn service this year, including two leaders, Cliff Chad
and David ‘Wombat’ Lyons.
Troy Oates, Jemma Viney,
Emily Wade, Emma Turnball,
Madi Rupell and Josh Watson
from the East Tarago venturer
unit made up the young, dedicated group.
“One of the rovers who is becoming our leader, Haley Oates,
suggested we sleep over at the

scout hall” said Emily Wade.
“So we all slept in the committee room and I woke everyone
up at 5.45am”
“None of us had been before,
and every year we march in the
normal service so we thought
why not go and see what the difference is.”
This years’ service like so
many others, was rainy and cold
but the party was undaunted.
“It’s about our freedom.
They’re the ones who died for

our freedom. Getting up at 5.45
am is just a little sacrifice compared to those who sacrificed
their lives”
The party attended the main
march afterwards along with
many local cubs and scouts.
“There were so many cubs
and joeys I lost count” said Emily.

JUNE 1917
Fri 1st
Megan Gridley, Riley Madyson and Chloe Alison enjoying the camp at Philip Island

Our community grants for good
Kirsty Peterson

Sat 2nd
organisations who all share a
common vision of doing good
within the community.
“When asked to get up and
share what each grant has
been able to support, the response was overwhelmingly
positive and encouraging.

Trafalgar and District Community Bank branch manager Phil Drummond, with Chairman of the
Board Peter Starkey, and grant recipients

M

embers of the local
community crowded
together with the Trafalgar and District Community
Bank branch and Youth Foundation into Trafalgar Station
Gallery and arts hub to celebrate another year of investment and growth at the annual

Revielle for us at 1.45.a.m this
morning, we moved out at 2.45
a.m and went on outpost duty
across the Wadi, C Sqd was in
reserve for a change.
The Turks shelled some of us.

grants presentation evening.
From the Probus Club and
Men’s Shed, to local Football
and Netball Clubs, Headway
Gippsland and the 1st Scouts,
Polocrosse and the Mardi
Gras, Trafalgar High School
and Theatrecraft Youth Unlimited, Tanjil Arts and Walhalla

Board, there was a grant for
everyone.
Chairman of the Trafalgar
and District Community Bank
board, Peter Starkey compared
the event, later reflecting,
“There is certain uniqueness
in an atmosphere which brings
together groups of people and

“Perhaps even the greatest inspiration was the sheer quantity of volunteers in the community who invest so much
time and effort into bringing
life, opportunity and passion
to others”, Peter said.
In the words of Phil Drummond, branch manager of Trafalgar, “This is a community
bank branch, the community
owns it, the more you bank
with us, the more we can give
to you”.
Phil is committed to “helping this community grow to be
even better than it already is”.
Ron Fletcher from the
Trafalgar Men’s Shed said,

A-K
Now Open
3 Village Walk
Yarrragon
ph: 5634 2870

“I’m inspired by what I’ve
heard tonight”, after sharing
about the difficulties faced
upon discovering the need for
a new carpark. The Trafalgar
and District Community Bank
branch “saved our bacon”,
because “sometimes these
projects seem out of reach for
these small organisations, but
the branch makes it possible”,
he said.
Brian Leaf from Headway
Gippsland shared about the
22-seater bus which was con-

verted to accommodate two
wheelchairs, said it just “gives
people a little bit more in their
life”.
If you have a youth-related
grant need or are interested
in developing new projects,
please contact Youth Foundation Facilitator, Kirsty Peterson on 0433 445 103. For
any other funding enquiries
from the Trafalgar and District
Community Bank® Branch,
please email administration@
tdfs.com.au.

Had the day fairly much to ourselves.
We heard a very heavy explosion early this morning.
On fatigue spraying helmets.
Washing parade this morning

Sun 3rd
Revielle 2.a.m and across the
Wadi on a stunt.

Mon 4th
Stand to at 3.30.a.m.
Leave to Egypt starting. I
am the lucky one to go first.
Bombed again.
On filling water bottles

Tues 5th
Received our leave passes today.
Left El Fara at 4.20.p.m. and had
to go to Khan-Yunis to catch
train, it went very fast. Train left
at 6.30.p.m.

Wed 6th
We travelled all night and had a
very rough ride – arrived Kantara 6.30.a.m. Cairo 2.p.m. Living
at Anzac Hostel.

Tues 19th

Called at 57 in morn and took
Mrs Lawson out for a drive to the
Zoological Gardens. Cinema in
evening and dinner at 57 – returned to lodgings late.

Very quiet. On spraying Gas Helmets in morning then had to go
to Sheik Yoman R. Station for
fumigation. Met an old school
mate – Billy Mc Grath who l had
not seen for 9 yrs. Beer on issue

Sat 9th

Wed 20th

Went out to Heliopolis and then
back by the 14th A.G.H. and saw
some of the chaps. Then to Concert at Hostel.

Spent day with Lawsons, went
driving

Went round the Wadi and took
some photos – Ashley working
the reel for me.
Washing parade this afternoon. The boys are in great delight Beer being made available.
They are getting it for 2. P.ts a
pint

Another page from the information pages at the front of ‘The Soldiers Own Diary’, 1917

Mon 11th

Thurs 21st

Wed 27th

Did some more shopping and
again visited Hospital. Sent present Home.

Revielle 4.a.m. Saddle up and
cast off at 4.15.a.m. Went out
and did 2 hrs mounted drill –
much to the annoyance of everybody. One good thing it was
nice and cool. Had to hand our
great coats in to Ordance today. I
believe it is just for the summer.

Revielle 1.30.a.m., moved out
at 3.a.m. and put outposts out
down Bir El Sana direction. We
were guarding 3rd Bgd flank –
they were Guarding 3 planes that
had landed there and were getting repaired and put in going order again. Came home 5.30.p.m.

Fri 22nd

Thurs 28th

Revielle 4.30.a.m. Fed up right
away. Breakfast 5.a.m. saddle up
5.45.a.m horse holders grazed
horses while others drilled. Watered up 9.a.m. going all morning – very tired and hungry.

Stand to as usual. Went out on
outpost duty at 5.p.m. Had very
little sleep.

Sun 10th
This is the continuation of
Yulungah’s Charlie Heywood
Diary. As we follow him during
the World War I through the diaries. He and the 4th light Horse
are still in the Sinai/Southern
Palestine region.

Quiet day. Got a welcome surprise this morning – stand to
being cut out. Sqd Cooks have
been put on instead of Section
cooking

Tues 12th
Up early this morning as we had
to start home. Went to kit store
then to Lawsons, Hostel and to
the station. Left Cairo 11.a.m.
arrived Kantara 3.p.m., left there
6.p.m.

Wed 13th
Arrived Khan Yunis 6.a.m after
travelling all night and a rough
ride it was. Arrived back to
Camp at 12.30.a.m.

Thurs 14th

Sat 23rd

Stand to at 3.30 as usual. It is
hard to take. Went out on a
day’s stunt at 9.p.m. – got back
9.30.p.m. Slight engagement
with enemy. Object of stunt to allow inspection of front line by Divisional Commanders also Bgde.

Had a much better day today.
Revielle 5.30.a.m, groomed and
fed up right away, Breakfast
6.45.a.m. Watering 7.30.a.m on
day stableman.
Dubbing Parade visited by the
Brigadiers.
Gift stuff given out.

Fri 15th

Sun 24th

Stand to came hard this morning
after being so late yesterday. On
digging fatigue for Engrs.

Washing parade. Church in even.
Going on Stunt at 11.p.m`

Sat 16th

Moved out from Tel.El.Fara at
12.p.m and took up our position
in the Wadi Hardish at 4.30.a.m.
Came under shell fire at
noonday.
L/Cpl Berryman killed. More
wounded.

Nothing doing today.
Had a washing parade this
afternoon so did some much
needed washing.
Another Aircraft gun mounted
here now. There is 3 here, but l
think one is out of action.

Sun 17th
Very hot. 2 guns firing on Taube.
Church parade. On last shift picquet.

Mon 18th

It was a warm night, no sign
of Turks. The line of outposts
was only about 2 miles from Barbidre
Had to dig tents out to 3 ft
deep. Got paid.

Fri 29th
Left our posts at 4.15.a.m. getting
back to camp at about 5.30.a.m.
An interesting air fight took place
this afternoon, honours being
with enemy.

Sat 30th
Stand to once again. Had to report to Bgde H.Qrs for dismounted duty as orderly at 6.30.a.m. It
is a fair devil laying about in the
sun with all ones gear on.
Got to bed at 9.p.m and was
up again at 11.p.m. we moved at
12 12.p.m.

HAVE YOU HAD YOUR FLU SHOT?

Mon 25th

Tues 26th
Stand to at 3.30.a.m. It came
hard as we thought we were
done with that.
8 of our planes went over at
daybreak and 4 later on – evidently something doing.

COME IN AND GET YOUR FLU SHOT
TODAY FOR ONLY $10.95*
BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED BUT NOT ESSENTIAL

*conditions apply

Commemorating those who fought in World War 1
271 William Joseph Speakman
2026 James Thomas Speakman

T

raf News is commemorating those soldiers
who fought in World
War 1 by re-producing the
front page of their enlistment
papers.
Recorded at the National Archives, the list will be produced over the course of the
remainder of this year and into
next year.
Anyone wishing to get information on their own relatives,
may do so by going to http://
discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/
browse/ and then searching
under ‘Places’. Type in the
town the person was born at or
living in, and then click on the
town when the map appears.
A list of all those recorded for
that town will appear, and the
reader can then select the appropriate name.

The Speakman brothers were born at Walhalla.
William was the first to enlist which he did at
Trafalgar on 16 March 1916, aged 21 years and
8 months, a Labourer. He was assigned to the
24th Battalion and served at ANZAC from 11 November 1915 until the evacuation. He was twice
wounded during this period, in the face on 10
December and in the hand on 12 December.
During service in France, William was gassed
and suffered a bullet wound to his left arm.
William repeatedly went Absent Without
Leave. He was punished on at least 6 occasions,
the most serious being six months detention for
being Absent for nearly three months.
During the voyage on which he returned to
Australia. William gave himself an eighteen day
break at Fremantle, without leave.

41 Oscar Lewis

2190 Leslie George Watkins

Born at Kettering Northamptonshire,
Oscar was a Farmer, aged 25 years and 10
months when he enlisted at Trafalgar on 1
March 1915. On 6 March 1915, he was assigned as a Driver with the Australian Flying
Corps and served in Egypt.

When Leslie enlisted at Trafalgar on 11
March 1916, he nominated his mother Christine
of Moonee Ponds as his next of kin. Leslie was
aged 23 years and 11 months, a Farmer and Grazier, born at Thorpdale.

On 30 October 1916, he transferred to
the newly formed 68th (Australian) Squadron, Royal Flying Corps. Oscar arrived in
England on 30 January 1917.
On 16 June 1917 he remustered from
Batman to Instrument Repairer and on 16
September reverted to Batman.
On 17 May 1918 he became a Second
Class Clerk and was appointed First Class
Clerk on 24 January 1919.
Oscar was discharged in London on 19
May 1919 at which time he nominated his
intended address as “Corporation Farm,
Tettenhall, Wolverhampton, UK”.

When James enlisted at Trafalgar on 6 November 1916 aged 23 years and 7 months he
gave his occupation as Bridgework and Construction. He was assigned as a member of the
3rd Reinforcements for the 46th Battalion.

He embarked on 6 June 1916, a member of
the 3rd Reinforcements for the 2nd Pioneer Battalion and following training in England, arrived
in France on 28 November 1916.
On 22 April 1917 Leslie suffered a shell
wound to his left arm and returned to duty four
days later. On 24 July 1917 he suffered a pick
wound to hs right hand and was evacuated to
England. A Court of Enquiry subsequently found
he was not to blame for the injury.
Leslie took a period of Absence Without Leave
over Christmas 1918 (22 to 27 December), for
which he received 6 days Field Punishment Number 2 and 12 days forfeiture of pay. The motive
for his Absence may be explained by his marriage to a 29 year old farmer’s daughter, Annie
Charlotte Warren, on 20 February 1919 at Sutton
Veny Parish Church,
They departed for Australia on 23 July 1919
and arrived in Melbourne on 11 September
where Leslie was discharged on 9 December
1919.

Like his brother William, James was prone
to award himself periods of Leave without reference to his superiors. Before departing England
for France, James took three days off for which
he was sentenced to 21 days detention.
James arrived in France on 23 September
1916 and was taken on strength by the 46th
Battalion. He suffered a Gun Shot Wound to the
right arm on 30 December 1916. Futher periods of unauthorised leave followed, two in 1917
and one of five days in January 1918 which resulted in a sentence of 90 days Field Punishment
Number 1 and 115 days forfeiture of pay.
James returned to Australia on 24 August
1919 and was discharged on 22 November in
that year.

7093 John Leys
John was born in Brisbane and when he
enlisted at Trafalgar on 18 October 1916,
he was a farmer of thorpdale, aged 25 years
and 9 months. John was a big man, standing
6 feet one inch tall (185cm) and weighing
180 pounds (81.6kg). He was assigned as a
member of the 23rd Reinforcements for the
7th Battalion.
Embarking at Melbourne on 23 November 1916, John arrived at Plymouth on 29
January 1917, was in France on 14 May
where he was taken on strength by the 7th
Battalion on 28 May.From 28 September to
17 October John served with the 2nd Australian Machine Gun Company as a belt filler.
Early in 1918, John joined the Australian
Provost Corps and, having suffered recurrent illness, was sent to England.
On 14 August 1919 at the Parish Church
of Clapham, Wandsworth, London, John,
by now a Lance Corporal aged 26, married
Florence Ivy Ross aged 29. They arrived in
Melbourne on 6 February 1920 where John
was discharged as medically unfit on 28
June 1920.

5168 Thomas Shifton
Sampson
Thomas was born at Thorpdale and gave
his occupation as Farmer when he enlisted
at Trafalgar on 16 November 1914. He stated he had previous Light Horse experience.
Thomas was assigned to the 3rd Light
Horse Regiment as a Driver and served with
Headquarters ASC with the ANZAC Mounted
Division from 29 March to 20 June 1916.
Arriving in France on 20 June 1916,
Thomas became a Motor Transport Driver
and transferred to Headquarters in London
on 15 December 1918.
Thomas returned to Melbourne where
he was discharged on 13 May 1919. He received his Service Medals at Lang Lang and
Melbourne. In October 1923, Thomas was
living at Caulfield.
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Remember WHEN

16 June – Boy Scouts Social
In aid of the funds of the Trafalgar scout hall, a most successful and
enjoyable social was held in the hall on Monday evening. There was
a good attendance of the public, and the program went off smoothly.
Many of the items were encored, and after the concert supper was
served. Dancing was then commenced, and was continued until after
midnight.
23 June – Frosty “Tall Yarns”
Some “tall yarns” have been told of experiences during the heavy
frosts of last week, but a district farmer takes the pool. He was yarding the cows per horse-back, when his hat fell off. Dismounting to
retrieve it, he found it frozen to the ground, and had to cut round it
with a spade to free it, finally putting it in the kitchen oven to thaw out!

The Gippsland News, June 1957
6 June – Church Fellowship Tea
Approximately 300 adults gathered at the Public Hall, Trafalgar, on
Monday evening last, for the Church of England Fellowship Tea, while
about 60 children went to the Parish Hall for tea, followed by a picture
show. Both gatherings were happy ones with a warm and friendly atmosphere prevailing among folk from different corners of the Parish.
Many people who had been just names before became entities over
the buffet tea table.
Trafalgar Red Cross
At the monthly meeting of the Trafalgar Red Cross held at the Memorial Hall there were 19 members present. The president, Mrs Greening, occupied the chair. The secretary, Mrs Swingler, reported that 15
pounds, 15 shillings ($473 today) had been raised at the street stall,
and that five blood donors had attended the Warragul Hospital in May.
It was decided to organise First Aid classes with the assistance of Dr.
Mayne as lecturer.
13 June – Yarragon Footballers Win
By defeating Morwell on Saturday last the Yarragon football team
“broke the ice” for the first time this season. Although they were given
very little chance by the majority of football followers, the Magpies
proved once again that they can turn the tables on even the best of
teams. They proved this on Saturday when they kept the mighty Tigers
scoreless in the second term and then in the last quarter literally ran
all over their talented opponents to win by nine points.
20 June – R.S.L. Ball Poorly Attended
The only despairing feature of last Friday night’s R.S.L. ball at the Trafalgar Public Hall was the poor attendance. Door takings amounted to
but 34 pounds ($1020 today) and, as a result, will occasion the subbranch in a loss of some 10 pounds ($300 today) or more. Highlight
of the evening was the selection of Miss Loris Oliver, of Trafalgar, as
the ‘Belle of the Ball’.

CATHOLIC PARISH
Father Bernie Krotwaar, Phone 5633 1166

The Trafalgar & Yarragon News, June 1927
2 June – Help Needed for Hospital
On Wednesday, 15th June, there will be held in the Memorial Hall at
Trafalgar, a euchre party, under the auspices of the local branch of the
Women’s Auxiliary of the West Gippsland Hospital. That the hospital
is in need of funds was made abundantly clear at last week’s meeting.
A sub-committee was appointed to enquire into the matter of various
requirements at the institution which are regarded as urgent.
An observation ward is needed at a cost of one hundred pounds
($7695 today). Additional accommodation for the nursing staff, a
ramp instead of the present steps, a drying room etc., can all be regarded as vital to the continued successful conduct of the hospital.

CHURCH SERVICES

27 June – Football Club Life Members
During the social evening conducted on Wednesday evening,
June 19, the following members of the Trafalgar Football Club were
presented with life membership badges:- Messrs. V. Magnuson,
W. Jenkins, R. Ashby, E. Taylor, E. Jolly, A. McCrorey, S. Regan,
J. Maher, R. Dowie, M. Gunn, H. Perrier and G. Munro.
Scout’s Winter Camp
During the Queen’s Birthday week-end a scout camp was held by 1st
Trafalgar Troop, north of Yulungah. For many it was their first scout
camp and much scouting experience was gained in the form of tent
pitching, cooking, and other activities. Judging from remarks heard
the boys were sorry when it came time to pack up, and all agreed that
the time went far too quickly, so now news of the arrangements for the
next camp is eagerly awaited.

The Trafalgar News, June 1987
3 June – Famine Appeal
Trafalgar’s youth is rallying to the aid of millions facing starvation in
Mozambique by joining the World Vision 40 Hour Famine Appeal.
Participants from Trafalgar High School have already signed up to take
part in the appeal and begun collecting sponsors. Young people from
local churches are also joining in. More than 370 Trafalgar residents
have already joined the Famine Appeal.
‘Bloods’ Want Own Club-Rooms
Trafalgar footballers, led by David Baldassa, have launched a fundraising scheme to finance their own social rooms at the recreation
reserve. The plan is to build a second storey building above the changing rooms as their own headquarters. Trafalgar Football Club secretary Joy Richardson is rapt with the efforts of David Baldassa. “He has
drawn up plans for the building and has applied for the necessary
permits to build”, she said.

St John’s Trafalgar, 54 Waterloo Road
Vigil Mass:
First Saturday Devotions:
Exposition and Reconciliation
Saturday Night Mass
Sunday Mass:
Weekday Masses:
Each Wednesday after Mass:
Second Wednesday Devotions:

6pm (Saturday)
Mass at 9.30am.
10am-11am
6.00pm
10.00am (2nd/4th Sunday)
9.30am (Tuesday to Friday)
Exposition
Exposition, reconciliation
and annointing of the sick,
after mass.

St Jarlath’s Yarragon, Rollo Street

Sunday Mass:
10.00am (1st/3rd/5th Sunday)
Transport availability, Neighbourhood Outreach,
Home visiting
Please phone Julianne now at the parish office on 5633 1166

UNITING
CHURCH
Rev Chris Duxbury, Phone 5633 1047
St Andrew’s Uniting Church,Trafalgar
Service times
Chin-Wags
Sunday school
Chill Time

9.15am Sunday
1-3pm 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month
9.15am 3rd Sunday of the month
Afterschool to 5.15pm Wednesday

Service times
Bible study

17 June – Meat Stolen in Trafalgar
Meat worth $3000 ($6958 today) was stolen from Giles Abattoir in
Trafalgar on Wednesday night. Sgt. Terry Wilkinson of the Warragul
police said a man has been charged with the theft but so far the meat
has not been recovered. He said a door was forced at the abattoir and
a car and trailer used to take the meat away. Among the haul was three
pigs, seven lambs, a side of beef and pressed hams and sausages.

ANGLICAN CHURCH

Compiled by Jack McDonald from newspapers held in the
Trafalgar and District Historical Society Archives

DANCE FOR FUN - Mature Age Dance Club (MAD Club)
Next Monthly Mature Age Dance Club session is on again this Sunday, 28th May from 2.30pm till 5.30pm at the Morwell RSL in Elgin Street
cnr Tarwin St. Open to people over the age of 30. Dance music by a DJ includes rock & roll, rock, disco, ballroom, latin, line and group dances,
hip hop and everything in between with a dance beat. Single men, women and couples are most welcome.
Sit and listen to the music or dance a little or till you drop! No previous experience necessary!
Dance for fun, meet new people, keep fit and maybe have dinner at the bistro afterwards.
Cost is $10 per head or bring a friend and both get in for half price. Free raffle for door prize.
Next dates - 25th June, 30th July, 27th August, 24th September.
Txt messages for information on mobile 0477 500 364 or visit Mature Age Dance Club (M.A.D. Club) on Facebook.

P

arents, grandparents, teachers and youth leaders all aim to provide our children with the skills and knowledge they need to live happy and safe lives.
While we are pretty good at areas like road safety and swimming, we have
some work to do in safe guarding our children from sexual abuse. It seems to me
that for many this is because we want to preserve children’s innocence or that we
think we can be there to protect them from danger.
A seminar I attended recently spoke of the need to actively teach protective behaviour skills. Police facts show that children are most commonly abused from the
age of three, so we need to begin well before school programs start. We now know
perpetrators are less likely to pick children to offend against who are assertive or
who display knowledge and understanding about their private parts (especially who
is allowed to touch them), their rights to feel safe and their rights to go and tell
someone if they feel unsafe.
Paedophiles do not invest time and energy in grooming children who have the
skills to say ‘No, I will not keep a secret’ and ‘No, you cannot touch the private parts
of my body.’
Organisations working with children all have policies to protect our young people, but the child is the last line of defence- so we need to overcome our discomfort
and speak openly with our children.
May we all work together to ensure our children are safe!

11am Sunday
7.30pm each Thursday

St David’s Uniting Church, Yarragon

Trafalgar Lions Club Report
The Christmas Mardi Gras, annual fun run and golf day netted the
Trafalgar Lions club a profit of $1236.59 ($2868 today) during the
past year. Outgoing president David Thorpe gave these figures at the
annual change over dinner recently. During the year the club hosted
its first youth exchange student Yuko Inove from Japan. Next year the
club will host four more youth exchange students: one from Norway,
two from Japan and one from Indonesia.

Protecting our Children

Thorpdale Uniting Church

10 June – Scout’s Appeal
Trafalgar Apex Club and Trafalgar Scout’s recently launched an appeal
to reduce the mortgage on the scout hall which has reached $3,500
($8118 today). The amount includes donations from various service
clubs including Apex and Lions and other funds raised by the scout
committee.

24 June – Heather Gibson’s Hat-Trick
Heather Gibson won her third successive women’s club championship
in Trafalgar golf yesterday. She had three rounds of 89-88-94 for a
total of 271 beating the equal runners-up Helen White and Margaret
Turner by two strokes after the three day’s play. Heather also won the
handicap with a nett 220.

Reflection
Sue Jacka

Reflection

Service times
9.15am 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays
Contempory Youth Service 5pm 3rd Sunday. Shared tea
to follow

Rev Sue Jacka, Phone 5633 1021
0409 757 170 or tullycavan@dcsi.net.au

St Mary’s Church, Trafalgar
Sundays:

Holy Communion and Sunday School
9.30am
Wednesdays: Holy Communion, a quiet service 10am
Cuppa and conversation
10.45am
JAFFAS after school program

3.30 - 5.30pm

St Mark’s Church, Thorpdale
First Sunday of the month:
Breakfast after service.

8am

St Mark’s Church, Yarragon
First Sunday of the month: Service

8:30am

Other Sundays: Holy Communion

8.30am

Tuesdays:

3.30 - 5.30pm

JAFFAS after school program

THORPDALE WESLEYAN
METHODIST CHURCH
Rev Frank Lees,
Phone 5634 6413 or 5633 2758

Every Sunday:
Sunday School:
Bible studies:

10am
(During service)
Thursday evenings

Queens Birthday Weekend
9th-12th June
Former Hill End School, Paynters Road, Hill End

Official Opening Friday 9th June, 7pm.
Daily 10am-4pm. Gold Coin entry
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Society

AROUND THE
HISTORICAL
Dianne Ireland

W

e must thank Pam Morrison for her reply to last month’s item about Pierce Byrne, to whom the gates at the Recreation Reserve are dedicated. Mr Byrne was
a long-time resident of Trafalgar, having been born in the area. His father, also
Pierce, left County Wicklow in Ireland at the age of 17 for the gold fields of New Zealand
before settling in Trafalgar in 1890.
Pierce Byrne Junior was the only son in a family of seven children. He lived in Rankins
Road and in 1941, he and his wife built Hawthorn Grove, a much admired home which
at the time was written up in the Weekly Times. This property was sold in 1951 when they
moved to a new home in Ashby Street. The plaque on the gatekeeper’s box was installed
in 1970.
Our fortnightly working bees continue productively with the sorting and listing of the
Jolly’s Real Estate advertisements as well as the naming of the Football Club photos.
The next meeting of the Trafalgar & District Historical Society will be held on 15 June
at 7.30 at the Community Centre.

Chatter *
* Basil’s
SERIOUSLY - LET’S HAVE A LAUGH

W

e have often quoted my good friend
Sid (it’s his real name) from Vermont with many of his thoughts and
observations, plus some of his lines on all
sorts of matters.
At the risk of bruising a great friendship we
will repeat a few more of his classic stories,
both true and false. You may wonder whether
our long and happy association will continue
for much longer when all is revealed. This is a
man who told me he wants to be buried in the
non smoking section of the cemetery. In all
fairness he did stipulate he would like to pass
on before his wish is granted. Someone told
me he once travelled in a Myer’s lift with about
fifteen or more strangers. He was last in and
just before the lift arrived at the required floor
he turned to face them and said, “Thank you
all for coming today – it’s good to see you”
My informant told me of the mixed reactions which were mostly humorous but there
were those who thought he should be somewhere other than in a public lift. About three
months after this story surfaced your writer
ended up in a lift with Sid, and warned him
not to repeat his behavior because it would be
most embarrassing, and told him he would be
going home on a tram if he did.
We got to about the fifth floor and he
turned to me with the intent of suggesting my
hearing was bad and said in the loudest voice
possible, “Have you ever noticed how you step
into a lift and there’s almost total silence until
you step out again”. The reaction was mostly a
good laugh from everyone but he did succeed
in achieving his desire of making you- knowwho feel about half his normal size.
Note – He did not go home in a tram because we were unfortunately travelling in his
car.”
Sid often mentions that he has many fond
memories of the “Good Old Days when they
thought a film was a bit risqué if the horse
wasn t wearing a saddle. He said the comedians of those times used a dirty joke but
cleaned it up nicely for radio. Now they get
good clean jokes and they dirty them up for
television.
Along with some of the rest of us he remembers when our girlfriends who had hidden charms used to hide them, and the only
really bad thing on TV was the reception. He
also asserts that he admired the tradesmen of
the day because they didn’t need more than

a day to do a day’s work. One thing he declared has annoyed him, and he said he is still
looking for a health provider that will bring
a ‘nervous breakdown” within the reach of
everyone.
We did tell Sid we would be publishing all
these bits and pieces, and he didn’t seem too
happy, so he got on his high horse and continued with some of his insults about this wonderful community we live in and call Trafalgar.
The rest of this column is therefore going to
press without his knowledge or consent. You
may recall we told you of his remark about us
not being a big enough Town to have our own
village idiot.
Now he’s gone one better, and said that in
the early 1900’s, we were such a small place
that they had to do away with the “Citizen of
the Year Award”, because everybody who lived
here had won it twice. He said the first Hotel
in the area was so filthy that the guests had to
wipe their feet on the way out.
He claims that the chef attracted overseas
tourists to the town, and they were mostly pygmies from Africa who came to dip the points
of their arrows in the soup. They had a lavatory assistant who quit, because he couldn’t
stand the smell in the kitchen.
And finally a little story about the man himself. It was prompted by a conversation your
writer had with my good friend Rob, who lives
nearby. He looked a bit more tired than usual,
and he told me that he and his wife were minding a couple of their grandchildren – one of
whom is only a few months old. Rob said the
grandparent caper was getting harder, and
they had to get up at all hours to deliver and
provide a warm bottle.
He said the good thing is that it doesn’t
last forever. And it doesn’t! Sid’s mother told
us many years ago, that it took years to get Sid
off the bottle. He was about 38 years old at the
time. She said she owed her life to the Carlton
and United Brewery because they brought out
the smaller stubbies
She eventually got him down to two of
these – one at 2am and the other about 6am.
I must close by saying that Sid is a “very” senior citizen but you would struggle to find too
many like him with his zany sense of humor.
Thank goodness he never learnt to read or
write because I might be out of a job with the
Traf News. Keep Smiling, BASIL
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Give happy live happy

Trafalgar Medical
Centre News

Glenda Mynard

N

ational Volunteers Week
was celebrated from 8-14
May this year. The motto
for this year’s volunteer week
was ‘give happy live happy’.
“Research has shown that
people who volunteer live happier and healthier lives. Volunteering is a healthy lifestyle choice,
a true community builder and
one of the strongest predictors
we have of increasing our health
and happiness.”
“One of the healthiest things
we can do is to volunteer. Volunteering leads to healthier, happier, and longer lives. Sustainable wellbeing comes not from
money or consumerism, but
from having meaningful happiness in our lives. Studies show
intimate links between generosity and our immune systems.
We now know that volunteering
is not just good for our physical
health, but for our psychological and emotional health too.
”(Associate professor Thomas
Nielsen, University of Canberra)
The Trafalgar Community is
blessed with many volunteers.
They support the youth of our
town in sporting clubs and
scouting groups. The CFA, Rotary, Lions, St. Vinnie’s and many
other groups all work to build a
better community.
Volunteers also give their time
to our schools. The St Joseph’s
School Community recently acknowledged the generous contribution made by parents and
friends to the school.
One such example is our
weekly cooking program coordinated by Rosie Romano and
her team of volunteers. The
students cook with produce harvested from the school garden
which is cared for by students
under the guidance of Kylie.
Our school grounds are
maintained by volunteers. An-

Medical imaging

X

Volunteer hands

St Joseph’s cooking program volunteers Rosie and Naomi
other very important role is assisting with our literacy program.
Each week, Volunteers read with
children and this helps to build
their reading skills.

Our Community appreciates
the support and generosity of volunteers not just in National Volunteer Week, bur every week of the
year. Thank you.

-rays are incredible
things. To have an X-ray
taken of part of our body
is an experience that most of
us have had, and we accept this
technology as part of everyday
medical care.
Given their commonplace
nature, I find it an incredible
sign of the progress of medical
science that X-rays were originally designated the X to signify
their unknown nature. We now
understand them well.
As a much younger doctor I
once worked in a clinic which
had its own X-ray machine. I
remember this as a colossus of
a contraption, white-enameled
but showing the marks of years
of usage. I like to think that
it lived a long and interesting
life before it came to semi-retirement in that small country
town. It gave off an ominous
aura and I had to wear a lead
apron whenever I went near it,
and I didn’t need any convincing to do so.
It hummed malevolently
whenever I irradiated my patients. The X-rays were captured on silver-impregnated
films, which I had to develop
myself in the dark in a small
closet containing malodorous
chemicals that would linger
on my clothes for the rest of
the day. Even today the smell
of diesel mixed with Old Spice
will bring back sweet memories of my youthful adventures.
X-rays can be really useful
in helping to diagnose a medical condition. X-rays are short
wavelength
electromagnetic
radiation, which pass through

solid objects. The denser the
material they pass through, the
more they are absorbed.
They can be detected by
films or by digital detectors.
The whiter the image the denser the material. Thus, bones
will show up white, while air
will be black, and tissues such
as muscles, organs or fat show
up grey.
A plain X-ray can therefore
be useful in displaying a silhouette of your body, and can
show up things like fractures,
dislocations, blockages, pneumonia, or enlargement of the
heart. Injecting a dye which
blocks X-rays into the bloodstream can be used to demonstrate the circulatory system
– this is called an angiogram.
If we want to see things in
greater detail, we can use Computerised Tomography. We refer to this as a CT or CAT scan.
This is an image which sends
fine beams of X-rays through
the body from many different
angles, and then calculates a
two-dimensional image slicing
through a plane of the body.
By the way, my maths teacher
in high school told me that this
was why we learnt to use matrix
calculations.
I’ve never personally used a
matrix since then, and expect
I will die before I ever find
an actual use for them. In any
event, CT scans allow greater
differentiation between tissue
types than plain X-ray films do.
But they expose you to more
radiation.
Modern technology has significantly reduced the amount

of radiation required in X-ray
imaging, but as doctors we remain mindful of these minor
risks and we will continue to
avoid X-rays where another
suitable option remains. Ultrasound technology uses high
frequency sound waves to
bounce off structures in the
body and provide an outline.
It is like the sonar technology
used by submarines and amateur fishermen.
Ultrasound can be especially useful in looking at solid
organs like the liver, kidneys or
uterus, and is especially popular in pregnancy.
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) uses massive
electromagnetics to cause hydrogen atoms in our body to
absorb and emit waves which
can then be detected to create
detailed pictures of soft structures. It is especially useful for
brains, spinal cords, and other
soft and squishy bits of us.
It involves being in a narrow tube for quite some time,
which can cause some anxiety
for the patient. It also remains
an expensive technology, which
limits its use.
All these technologies have
revolutionised our ability to diagnose and treat elusive conditions. They don’t supplant the
need for doctors to listen to
our patients, and sometimes
they can provide information
which can mislead us.
But I’m sure glad we have
them, and I kind of miss the
old X-ray machine.

Miriam Tawfik

Allergy symptoms not to be sneezed

O

ne in five Australians
suffer from an allergic
disease of some sort!
Hay fever (also known as allergic rhinitis) is one of the most
common and is an inflammatory
condition that can either occur
seasonally or all throughout the
year for some.
Symptoms of hay fever are
the body’s response to an allergen that has been inhaled and
can vary based on the amount of
the allergen the body has been
subjected to. As well as this the
body may react to one allergen
and not another, for example
you may be allergic to one type
of pollen but not another, making it very hard to control.
Symptoms of allergic rhinitis
include; sneezing, nasal block-

ADVERTORIAL

Dr Michael Kunz

Trafalgar Pharmacy News
Allergic Rhinitis (Hay
fever)

EDCOMP IT SERVICES

age, runny nose, itchy nose, red
eyes, itchy eyes and headaches.
Whilst hayfever isn’t a serious
condition it can have a huge
impact on social life and work
productivity.
Lots of sufferers can be embarrassed when the symptoms
occur and on top of this they
may be irritable, fatigued and
have trouble sleeping.
The pharmacy is a great
place to go for ways to manage
symptoms of hay fever and there
are many different products to
try. Not only are there antihistamine tablets, but also there
are eye drops and nasal sprays,
these can either be used on
their own or in a combination in
order to get the relief required.
The use of nasal sprays to
help with the irritating symptoms of hay fever are becoming

more commonly used. However,
we do find that there seems to
be a bit of confusion between
the many different types of nasal sprays and which ones are
intended for short-term use and
which are for long term. Treatment really depends on how severe the symptoms are and for
persistent symptoms usually a
regular steroid nasal spray and
the use of antihistamine tablets
as needed, is the best combination.
For people who have severe
symptoms that aren’t being relieved with the over the counter
(OTC) medications from the
pharmacy or if you suffer from
allergy induced asthma it is important that you see your doctor
for ongoing management and
also to explore other treatment
options.

Skin allergies
Skin allergies can be quite
complex and caused by a
number of different factors including; medications, foods,
infections, plants, reactions to
particular allergens e.g. nickel
and lastly poor immune function.
Skin allergies are often misdiagnosed, usually being confused with skin sensitivity, which
more specifically causes symptoms such as itching, burning
and stinging. On the other hand
an allergic skin reaction refers
to the development of dermatitis
every time the skin is exposed to
the particular allergen.
The skin actually develops
a memory called delayed type
hypersensitivity, which is due
to chronic ongoing exposure to
the allergen. It is therefore im-

portant to keep a diary of when
the reaction is occurring and
what you may have been doing
or come into contact with before the reaction occurred.
Allergic contact dermatitis
usually causes an itchy rash that
is localised to the area of contact with the trigger. It usually
develops a few days after the allergic trigger and can last for a
week, with the hands being the
most common part of the body
that is affected.
Allergic dermatitis is often
mistakenly diagnosed as eczema, fungal infections or psoriasis. The best way to treat the
symptoms of allergic dermatitis
is by applying a cool compress
to the skin and keeping the area
moist.
Whilst oral antihistamines
and steroid creams can be used

to help manage the symptoms it
is better to manage the symptoms with short, warm showers followed by an abundant
amount of moisturisation onto
damp skin, this ensures that the
skin barrier is repaired properly.
If done on dry skin the
moisturiser can be irritating
and ‘sting’ which can often deter people from wanting to use
the moisturiser again, particularly in children. Again we are
more than happy to recommend
an appropriate moisturiser to
use and they are a fairly inexpensive option to help manage
and maintain the integrity of
the skin with many brands to
choose from and try until you
find the right one for you!

In Photo L to R are Bryan, Bryce, Tiffany, Glen and Kevin The New Team at Edcomp

E

Male Scarlet Robin by Dean Ingwersen

Woodland Birds for
Biodiversity Project
Alix Williams

D

ean Ingwersen was educated locally and was a
recipient of the Jean Galbraith Scholarship. He is now
the manager of the Woodland
Birds for Biodiversity Project for
Birdlife Australia.
At the Latrobe Valley Field
Naturalists’ Club meeting on
Friday ,23 June at the Unit-

ing Church Hall, Old Sale Road
Newborough from 7.30 pm he
will discuss his project.
The project is designed to
draw attention to a suite of
threatened and declining woodland birds across this region
and focuses on acquiring private
land for conservation as well as
implementing recovery actions

for species such as Swift Parrots
and Regent Honeyeaters.
Dean is an accomplished
photographer and will illustrate
his talk with his excellent photographs.
The following day’s excursion is to College Creek, in the
Cores and Links area, near
Budgeree.

Author Talk:
Margareta
Osborn
Tuesday 6 June, 11am
Trafalgar Community Centre
Join Margareta as she talks about her latest book
Lake Hill, a captivating combination of romantic
comedy and heartbreaking tragedy.
Bookings are free, but essential via
wgrlc.eventbrite.com.au or contact the
Northern Mobile Library on 0408 595 296.
www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au

Trafalgar
Self Storage
• Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
• Security cameras on property
2 Sale Yard Road, Trafalgar
Call Trafalgar Real Estate

Ph: 5633 2858

Managing Agent:

dcomp is now embracing
a new era in IT services as
Trafalgar welcomes new
owners in Kevin Allpress and
Bryce Coulson and their staff of
local employees take the IT and
Tech services business into a new
era.
Bryce and Glen Reynolds who
remains in the business after
many years offer seamless and
thorough technical support.
They are committed local
residents that want to support the
town and surrounds with the best
IT service available.
With over 20 years experience they certainly have the
knowledge for all Home and
Business IT hardware and software solutions and now have the
backing of some of Australia’s
leading software and computer
support companies.
The team is committed to
providing professional and timely onsite computer sales support also managed IT and cloud
based services.
The team at Edcomp will
continue to support Trafalgar
Chamber as well as other organ-

isations and have a plan to expand the range of office support
equipment and products in the
near future.
They even have a range of
snack foods to tempt you.

Family owned and operated
Edcomp is excited about their
IT future and so should you.
So let us all support Local Business in Traf !

BUSINESS & HOME SYSTEMS
Check out prices on PCs and a full
range of notebooks and Business Servers
Copier, Electronic Equipment Repairs & Service

Call and see Glenn, Kevin & Bryce at

Edcomp Computer Services
1 Contingent Street Trafalgar 3824

Ph: 5633 1344
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EquipmEnt
HirE & SalES

55 Alexanders Rd. Morwell 5133 9958

Come in and see us
today, and check out our
great range of skid steer
loaders.
Or alternatively ring us
on 5133 9958 and speak
to one of our staff
members for pricing and
bookings.
Servicing all your electrical needs

AMG ElEctricAl

0402 949 424

Rec 18348

Residential and Commercial specialist
Established 2007
Electrician available 24/7
Phone Andrew for a free quote on your needed electrical requirements.
Servicing Gippsland and surrounds, located in Trafalgar.

www.amgelectrical.com.au
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Farming News

DEPI articles selected by Greg Turner

Supporting community organisation
Heather Kane

Think biosecurity, and practice good farm hygiene

C

onsider the time and money you have spent keeping
your flock healthy, in protecting your investment and the
steps you might take to prevent
the introduction of disease.
Agriculture Victoria Senior
Veterinary Officer Robert Suter
said genuine closed flocks are
uncommon as most producers
have purchased or agisted livestock, including rams, at some
time.

“With the current surplus of
feed and good livestock prices,
producers are keen to buy in
sheep and cattle, but care needs
to be taken not to introduce disease,” Dr Suter said.
“Diseases are commonly introduced into flocks by bringing
in sheep, and once introduced,
can have a major impact on the
value of the flock, plus consume
time, effort and money in control or eradication programs.”

“Farm biosecurity means
keeping disease out and preventing the spread of disease
from your flock to another
flock.”
“If your flock is infected with
an infectious disease or if you
suspect the flock is infected, you
have a duty of care to ensure
that other flocks are not placed
at risk of infection.”
“The risk of introduction of
a disease can be minimised by

obtaining a good history of the
livestock from the vendor prior
to purchase.”
“At a minimum a buyer
should ask if the flock was bred
by the vendor and request a
declaration relating to the disease status of the properties on
which the livestock have been
kept.”
“The National Vendor Declaration should be examined for
any potential warning signals,

and you can request a Sheep
Health Statement,” he said.
A quarantine period in a designated area can be a practical
way of restricting the possible
introduction of diseases and
weeds and the opportunity to
examine for disease and external parasites.
Dr Suter said having good
fences is the front line in farm
biosecurity, and the maintenance of boundary fences is

essential to prevent the introduction of stray livestock from
neighbouring properties.
“Prevention is cheaper and
easier than cure. Stop disease
at the farm gate and think of biosecurity every time you plan to
move livestock.”
For further information
please contact your local veterinarian or Agriculture Victoria
Veterinary or Animal Health Officer.

Dairy health funding continues

Traf T & M’s financial controller, Michelle Olsen presenting
a cheque to Headway’s CEO, Jenelle Henry in Trafalgar
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Josh Crimeen, Murray Tuck, Heather Kane, Ron Hampton, Shane Marshall, Jason Henry,
Peter Salmon (Case IH), Brad Renden

Contact us for all your

H

ealth initiatives developed and implemented
over the past 12 months,
including counselling and support programs, will continue in
2017-18, in impacted areas.
Agriculture Minister Jaala

Pulford said this was very welcome news for dairy farming
families who have been doing it
tough.
“While the season ahead
looks more promising, many of
our farmers are still feeling fi-

nancial pressures,” Ms Pulford
said.
Last year the Government
announced a $1.5 million package of mental health supports
for dairy farmers, in response
the global fall in milk prices and

decisions by some processors to
cut the prices paid to their suppliers.
The package included funding for mental health firstaid
training, counselling, community grants and services such as

TRAFALGAR MONTHLY RAINFALL
200
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the VFF’s Look Over The Farm
Gate and the National Centre for
Farmer Health.
All of these initiatives have
been developed and implemented over the past 12 months. This
announcement confirms that
counselling and support programs will continue in 2017-18
in impacted areas.

2017

To ensure the support provided meets the needs of dairy
farmers, the Government has
consulted with farmers and their
families, and worked with local health services, community
groups and industry.
If you or someone you know
needs help or advice call Lifeline
on 13 11 14 or BeyondBlue on
1300 22 4636.

Fantastic
farming women
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n 2016 Case IH ran a program where a percentage
of sales of Case IH Farmall
tractors would be donated to a
not for profit organisation of
the dealers choosing.
Through this program Traf T
& M was able to raise $3080.
We chose to continue our ongoing support of Headway
Gippsland.
Traf T & M is locally owned
and operated Trafalgar business employing more than 30
people.
Headway Gippsland Inc. is a
community based support organization for people with acquired brain injury (ABI) and
their families.

JAN

FEB

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

JUL

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

This graph compares the monthly rainfall received in Trafalgar in 2017 with, 2014, 2015 and 2016
and average monthly rainfall since records began.
The monthly rainfall for October 2016 was 99mm

DEC

ay tribute to a fantastic
farming woman that you
know. Upload a photo and
a tribute (up to 500 words) to a
woman involved in agriculture,
food or fibre. Tell us about the
important contribution they
make to their farm, their community and agriculture in general. By sharing your story you
will acknowledge and celebrate
the extraordinary, creative and

vital role that women play in agriculture and farm communities
across Australia. Stories will be
featured on the ABC and become
part of the Invisible Farmer project – a national project initiated
by Museums Victoria that is the
first comprehensive study of
farm women in Australia.
For more information visit:
http://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/articles/14480

Tyre and Battery Needs
Road side & farm service
 Free rotation every 5,000 kilometres
 Free pick-up and drop off of your car
 Free safety check
Peter &
Nathan Dart
110 Contour Road
Trafalgar 3824
Phone: 5633 1097
Peter: 0488 134 313
Nathan: 0423 330 369

A

cross section of Australian producers to take part in the phone
survey. If you agree to participate, you will be asked about
your experience with using digital technology and agricultural
data.
The phone survey will take
about 20 minutes to complete.
All responses will be strictly confidential. If you are interested
in taking part in the survey, you
can phone (02) 9191 9844 or
email KG2 (rwoods@kg2.com.
au) and the survey company will
contact you.
Please provide your name
and phone number, the type
of farming operation you are
involved in and specify the preferred time of day to participate
in the survey. For more information about the P2D project visit:
http://www.farminstitute.org.au/
P2Dproject

MICHELIN

ALBERT’S CORNER
It gives me great pleasure indeed to see
the stubbornness of an incorrigible nonconformist
warmly acclaimed.

TOYO TYRES

For Performance, Quality & Value

Albert Einstein

Murray Tuck, Sam Carpinteri, Jason Henry.

GOT SALES

Understanding
digital needs
national survey is being
conducted to better understand the needs and issues
facing Australian producers in
relation to using digital technology and agricultural data. Digital
technologies in agriculture have
presented great opportunities
for productivity growth and farm
profitability.
This survey aims to understand producers’ needs and issues in relation to using agricultural data.
Such understanding will facilitate policy development in supporting producers to fully take
advantage of the opportunities
offered by digital technologies.
Your participation is crucial for achieving this goal. The
survey will be conducted by the
CSIRO in collaboration with the
agricultural research company
KG2, who will invite a broad

BF GOODRICH

EXPERIENCE?

Trafalgar T&M

T

raf Tractor & Machinery is one of
Gippsland’s largest agricultural machinery dealership with three branches
located in Trafalgar, Maffra and Leongatha.
Locally owned and operated and by providing a vast range of top of the line tractors and machinery from international industry leaders such as, Case IH, Lely and
Kuhn you won’t need to look elsewhere.
The Case IH tractors range from 20HP to
660HP product line and mower conditioner
and baler. Traf Tractor & Machinery are partnered with Kuhn to complete their product line
complimenting the success they had with the
company’s baler and wrapper range.
Traf Tractor & Machinery also offers Lely

hay and harvest equipment. Owners Jason
Henry & Murray Tuck aim to support the machines they sell by offering customers after
hours technical support. Total customer service is Traf T & M’s philosophy and developing
a long term relationship with clients. As part
of that they offer a parts delivery service every
Thursday, travelling west and south Gippsland
including Latrobe Valley. Traf Tractor & Machinery employ local people and service the
Trafalgar community and beyond.
Traf Tractor & Machinery’s Trafalgar
branch is located at 8 - 14 Saleyard Road and
can be reached at 5633 1588. We are open
Saturdays 9am - 12 noon and Monday to Friday 8am - 5pm.

Traf News, Trafalgar’s community
newspaper, is seeking someone to sell,
and administer its advertisements.
You’ll work in a fun and engaging
community-based environment for
approx. 20-25 hours a month.

Go to

www.trafnews.com
for the position description.
For further information

Call 0409 512 672
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Power ranch formal opening

Tanjil Valley
Garden Group
visited Maggie’s
garden

Brett and Louise Treadwell

T

he grand opening of the
John Brown Tyres arena
at the Power Ranch
Country Rock nights was held
on 22 April.
Drivers came from all over
the state to race on our speedway style raceway. Entertainment for the night was Sandie
Dodd and her band Wild Honey
followed by The Aaron Daniels
Band. The night was a huge
success and everyone was well
behaved.

Di Wilkie

O

ur April visit was to Maggie Daniel’s garden in
the Narracan hills. Due
to roadworks our trip was rather hair raising but after entering
another world at Maggie’s place,
all was soon forgotten.
A mosaic frog on the front
gate was the first thing to give you
a hint of Maggie’s hobby. Ahead
was a large weeping cherry in
the centre of a roundabout, and
the house is almost obscured by
tall shrubs and vines creeping
around the veranda.
The garden was a riot of
colour with pink roses, red
and pink penstemons, gladioli,
white and pink daisies, flowering ginger and a thick ground
cover of seaside daisies and nasturtiums and other low growing
plants. Against the veranda behind them was a tall tree dahlia.
There was also a coral tree,
buddleia and rhododendron in
the front garden. The veranda
with a Virginia creeper hanging down had cosy sheltered
corners for pot plants and is the
perfect place for Maggie to pursue her hobby of mosaics.
The garden beside the house
has an entry bordered with a
verbena dripping with red ber-

ries and a tall pink crepe myrtle.
A lasiandra and purple weeping tea tree are each side of the
path. Hydrangeas and a red Chinese lantern under planted with
cottage garden plants added colour and a pink spidery flowered
type of pelargonium caught our
eye. There were large patches of
Japanese anemones in pink and
white throughout the garden,
and garden ornaments, many
with colourful mosaic patterns.
The vegetable garden was
approached through tall camellias and had several raised
garden beds. There was a sea of
purple flowered amaranth there
between the beds and along the
path.
A tall hedge of trees, fuchsias
and scrambling roses acted as a
windbreak. Kiwi fruit and ripening grapes hung down temptingly from supports. Espaliered
apple trees bordered the garden
and there was a mixture of grevilleas and callistemons as well
as peach and plum trees.
We thanked Maggie for sharing her interesting and colourful
garden with us, and made our
way home through the scenic
countryside.

Gig night at power ranch

Bowls club season closes after successful events

Maggie’s beautiful garden

Ian Riley

T

hough the bowling season has now ended and
the greens are being prepared for next season we managed to put on two great events
before the greens closed.

The Fives comp.
(sponsored by Encore
living)
This was a two day mixed event
made up of ten teams of five
players. Though the weather was
not great the rivalry was intense
but friendly. Brian Rodgers and
his team from Moe took the
honours and was presented with
the prize money by Debra Beary,
property and sales manager for
Encore Living.
This annual event is well organised and attended and one
to be put in your diaries for
next year. We are extremely appreciative of the sponsorship
of Encore Living for this event
and wish them all the best in
their venture of building an
over 55’s Community complex
in Trafalgar.

Gorgeous colour and foilage in Maggie’s garden

June in the Garden
Rod Boon

Anzac weekend
event

T

ime to plant bare rooted
trees. Winter is when
stress is less for the tree
as it is dormant. Pick trees with
a nice shape, and don’t forget
to prune them back before you
plant them out (best thing to do
is ask the local nursery to do it
for you).
Remember to make sure you
have the correct pollinators to
ensure a good crop. Some stone
fruit trees will not fruit until they
have been in the ground for a few
years. So be patient.
Give Brassicas a place in your
garden, pop in the following:
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower
and brussels sprouts. Plant some
sage with these guys as a great,
caterpillar and moth-repelling
companion!
For plants that will settle in
over winter, so that when spring
comes along, they will go gang
busters are: peas, beans, radish,
swedes, turnips and spinach. Oh,
and some spring onions would
go a treat this month as well as
rhubarb crowns.

Sage in the garden

Broccoli
Add some colour and movement to the garden, and pop in
some of these little pretties- dianthus, cornflower, pansy, viola,
verbena and lupins. Having these

Drivers enjoying the thrill

around your veggies will give
some interest to the garden, and
act as beneficial insect attractors!
Top up mulch on your veggie
gardens, herb gardens and orna-

mental beds, especially important for weed suppression at this
time of year.
A hot tip is to mulch after
watering the garden, to a depth
of about seven cm. Keep mulch
clear of plant stems, especially
young seedlings.
Choose low environmental
impact mulch, one that will enrich your soil as it breaks down.
Also look for one that has done
the least amount of travel to get
to you.
Green manure crops, including oats, wheat, faba beans and

field peas are good to go now.
Improve that nutrient deficient
veggie garden, and get ready
for next seasons heavy feeding
plants!
Low environmental impact
liquid fertiliser or a seaweed
tea, are perfect for the seedlings
you’ve just popped in. Apply to
the soil early in the morning, and
in the concentrations mentioned
on the packet.
Weeding is still needed at this
time of year. Most plant growth
has slowed down, so it will not
have to happen as often.

But it also means that it is also
a time of year to try and remove
as many competitors as possible
before the weather starts warming up again.
Cold days mean a bit of shed
time… why not build yourself
a nice blackboard for the shed,
to keep track of what has been
planted in your garden where
and when? This makes crop rotation a load easier, and allows you
to keep track of feeding times
and dates, what worked, what
didn’t and what’s happening in
the veggie garden.

This very social and well attended event was organised by
Russ Lavell and Paul Dawson
who are both members of the
Bowling Club and Trafalgar &
Thorpdale RSL (T&T RSL).
Played on 22 April T&T RSL
President Ray James started
proceedings with the opening
speech and all players stood
in silence as the last post was
played.
Twenty eight teams of three
players each enjoyed a social
and fun event that attracted a
good audience. With high prize
money at stake teams travelled
from all over Victoria to play
some very competitive matches. The eventual winners were
Frank Farrugia (Skip) and
brothers Alex and Ron Brodie.
Though this is only the second year this event has been
played it is already a big day for
the two clubs and popular with
the community. We pay tribute
to the massive kindness of our
sponsors; T&T RSL, Traf Men’s

After playing a successful event standing left to right, Val Rodgers, Brian Rodgers,
Barry Daley, Debra Beary (Encore Living), Vicki Lawrence and Tony Knipping
& Boys wear, The Criterion Hotel, John Kerr Real Estate, Paul
Erbbs and the Durkin Brothers
(Farm produce).
Donations for the raffle
prizes, of which there were
many, were made possible by
the tireless efforts of Heather
Lavell and friends.
A special mention to the
kitchen staff (Bowling Club
members) for preparing and
serving a delicious roast dinner
for everyone.
This was an incredible event

and a great day out with all
proceeds going to T&T RSL, a
local organisation.
This will be an annual event
and if there is any interest from
organisations that would like
to become sponsor’s, individuals or teams that would like to
play, anyone who would like
to donate for raffle prizes or
any community member who
would like to attend and watch
the day’s events please contact
the club on 563 312 74 for
more information.

Winning team for Diggers Day at Trafalgar Bowls Club winners were
Ron Brodie, Frank Farrugia, (RSL rep Matt Erbs) and Alex Brodie

Cheers Bar
Down at the Cheers Bar the Friday night Meat and Beer Raffle
is as popular as ever. Happy
hour begins at 5.30 - 6.30 with
the meat raffle commencing at
6.00.

This month:
Terry ‘Dr Crane’ Comber
told how when he got home the
other day his wife complained
that after years of marriage
he had stopped taking her
out to expensive places. The

Trafalgar
AUTO ELECTRICS
PARTS, WORKSHOP & ON SITE SERVICE

• Premium Lightforce
Driving Light Range
in stock
• RV Battery & Solar
Systems Installed
• Electric Brake
System Specialists

Phone: (03) 5633 2062
30 Saleyard Road Trafalgar

great ‘Doctor’ said “Get your
coat on and let’s go”. Excited
Shirl put her coat on and Dr
Crane took her straight to the
Servo and filled up with petrol.
Norm ‘Norm’ Hinchcliffe
and Neil ‘Cliff” Cumming hired
a boat and went fishing off Port
Albert. What a great day they
had with a large haul of gummy
shark, flatties and snappers.
On the way back ‘Norm’ stated
“Damn, I have forgotten to
mark the spot where we caught

all those fish”. “Not to worry”
says ‘Cliff’, “I have, I have
marked a cross on the side of
the boat”. ‘Norm’ replies “How
stupid is that”, “We might not
get the same boat next time”.
We would like to wish Steve
‘Coach’ Dawson a speedy recovery and best wishes from all
his mates and members.

W ASTE
W

ILLIAMS
14 Melaleuca Drive,
Trafalgar East

Liquid Waste Specialists

Mobile: 0418 560 171
Phone/Fax: 03 5633 1991
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Junior football club presentation night
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New start for Trafalgar junior Netballers
Margaret Darvill

Louise Paul

S

H

unshine, cloud, rain,
wind… Only four weeks
into the season and Trafalgar’s junior netballers, and
their families and supporters,
have seen them all. Trafalgar Junior Netball Club has ten teams
competing in Moe and District
Netball Association’s 2017 winter
competition.
Saturday mornings see girls
and boys in red and white representing Trafalgar in under 9 (two
teams), under 11 (four teams)
under 13 (three teams) and under 15 (one team) competitions.
In pursuit of their chosen

ill End Grove Rovers Junior Football held their
Jumper
Presentation
Night on Wednesday, 19 April.
It was also an opportunity for
Trafalgar and District Community Bank(TDFS) representative
Jane Cootes to present all the
new players with a new club polo
shirt sponsored by the bank.
Club president Paul Mann
told the club family’s we have a
wonderful relationship with the
bank and they have been a major
sponsor to our club for years.
Our club is looking forward
to the season and has wonderful
support from all our sponsors.

and learning this important skill.
They attended a theory clinic
in April, are undertaking an online course in foundation umpiring and are gaining experience
running with experienced umpires each week.
This season, uniforms have
been updated to mirror those
worn by Trafalgar’s senior netballers thanks to the club’s ongoing fundraising efforts, and the
support of families and friends.
The old pleated red shirt and
white top has been replaced with
an up to date, contemporary
dress (or singlet for the boys.)

Trafalgar’s junior enthusiast netballers off to a wonderful start for a Netball season.

Trifecta of wins for little Hills

Jane Cootes and club president Paul Mann at back with
players from left Taylor Riley,
Adam St John, Jay Garratt,
Keegan Wilms, Angus Cooper,
Oscar Robinson, Lincoln Mullay, Dhiira Slade, Blake Boothman, Ronan North, Dane Jarvis, Lauren Keily, and Hamish
Pheonix, Josh Pinch

Leah Metha

Bereavement Thank you
Pat Tatterson

H
Trafalgar Men

Telling the complete

“Holden Story”
Open 10 - 5pm Weekends & Public Holidays

Like us on Facebook - Trafalgar Holden Museum

Ph: 5633 2462

sport, several of Trafalgar’s junior netballers have been successful in trying out for Moe and
District netball’s representative
teams. Squad members and their
families, commit themselves to
the extra time needed for training, travel and games as far afield
as Bairnsdale and Leongatha.
Each netball game requires
two umpires, with each team
responsible for supplying one of
the umpires for their game each
week. Finding umpires each
week can be a time consuming
task, and several of TJNC’s juniors are rising to the challenge

THINK

and Boys Wear John Brown for Tyres
We specialise: • Any Tyre
Fast
• Any Vehicle
Selling
• Any Machine
Est. 1966

But still taking orders

74 Waterloo Road Trafalgar

• Kids High-Vis
Clothing
• Work Polo’s
• Action Back
Overalls
• Cargo Shorts
& Pants

WIRED ONE

ELECTRICAL

• Domestic • Commercial
• Rewires & Additions • New Homes
• Energy Efficient Lighting Solutions
• Installation of TV Antennas & Additional Outlets

(03) 5633 1129

Ph: 0427 299 271

16 Contingent Street, Trafalgar

Craig McGarrity - wiredelectrical@cloud.com

Thinking of Tyres?

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Farm Service Wheel Balancing
All Brands Available
Established over 35 years.
Best prices and excellent service
Ph: 5633 1679 Mob: 0428 515 873
88 Waterloo Road, Trafalgar

REC 24340

Simon JameS
Suppliers of:
• Concrete mesh and other
reinforcing products
• RHS
• Flats
• Pipe
• Angle

•
•
•
•
•
•

Galvanised retaining wall posts
Purlins and cladding
Farm and speciality gates
Sheet steel cut and folded
General metal fabrication
Mechanical design service

Deliveries available

Call Travis and Gary on 5633 1511
for friendly service and advice

428 South Canal Road, Trafalgar

Plumbing
& Gasfitting
Small plumbing jobs.
Reliable, quality service

mobile 0499 259 080

ill End Junior Football
Club made it three wins
from three games under
lights at Willow Grove in a night
round against Yallourn North on
Friday.
With Yallourn North struggling for numbers, coaches
rotated more than 20 Hill End
players over to Yallourn North.
And in a show of great sportsmanship, Mathew Balfour even
kicked his first junior goal for
the opposition.
Hill End Junior Football Club
president Paul Mann said the
night was a huge success.
“The kids loved playing their
football under lights and it was
fantastic to see so many senior
players in the huddles during the
breaks and after the game talking to the future Hillmen (and
girls),” Mann said.
“Rob Phoenix and the senior
committee had gone to a huge effort to make sure the senior club
supported the juniors to host the
twilight game and it was greatly
appreciated.
“Tying in with the Auskickers
to have them on the ground before the junior games just added
to the event.

B

Hill End Junior Football Club players after winning against Yallourn North
“We are lucky to have such a
strong connection between our
junior and senior clubs.”
The night featured a milestone match, with Will Robinson
playing his 50th game for the
club in Under 12s.

Trafalgar Bowls
Club Inc.

7 – 13 Seven Mile Rd.
(P.O. Box 125)
TRAFALGAR
Ph:(03) 5633 1274 Fax:(03) 5633 2820
email: trafalgarbowlsclub@lizzy.com.au

We have fully licensed premises including a
commercial kitchen available for hire.
Every Friday night we have
raffles, including a
Happy Hour.
Lawn bowls and
indoor carpet bowls.
New members
and visitors most
welcome.

It was also the first night
the playing girls had their own
change room. As more girls
enter the football competition,
with five girls across the age
groups playing for Hill End this
season, the club had to get organised with girls change room

facilities. Thanks to David and
Sue Balfour and Tim Mackenlay for getting the female room
sorted.
The juniors have a bye next
week and then will play Trafalgar Round six.

ill Tatterson was recognised for his service to
the community during a
reflection on his life at a private
funeral recently.
Born on July 14, 1945. Bill
married Pat in 1967. Together
they had three children Craig,
Sean and Jacqueline.
He was a plumber out of the
SEC and loved his sport, playing football for Trafalgar thirds
and winning a premiership
with the Reserves in 1980.
Bill was a member of the
Trafalgar Fire Brigade, who
competed in the state demonstrations that won in 1986
and 1994. He was awarded the
National Medal and was made
an honorary life member. He
had served 55 years with the
brigade.
Bill played badminton and
was also made a life member.
He won the men’s singles in
1968-69, and captain coached

B grade to a premiership in
1974. Bill’s team won the A
reserve championship in 1975,
1981, 1982 and 1984.
Bill played bowls at the Trafalgar Bowling Club. Bill won
green keepers singles in 199798 and mixed fours in 2001.
He was also made life member
of the Trafalgar Bowling Club.
Bill also served with the Lions Club of Trafalgar.
Bill loved to travel and saw
all of Australia. He stated, ‘we
live in a beautiful country”.
Bill’s family would like to
thank everyone who visited Bill
while he was sick and would
also like to thank people for
their kind messages, cards and
flowers on his passing.
Bill
died
peacefully
at his home in Trafalgar
on Feburary 27, aged 71.
Rest in peace Bill.

Basketball season ends
Frank Gridley

Current ladder after round nine

T

rafalgar basketballplayers have decided
to end season one
with 14 rounds and finals,
due to many ladies playing
with netball teams and to
avoid forfeits.
Finals will be preliminary 2 v 3 and 5 v 6 on ladder.
Teams one and four will
progress straight to grand
finals.

Unfortunately team seven will miss finals.
We will hold our annual
meeting on Wednesday, 12
July at 7pm. The players
can then decide on playing
season two or we hope for
some information on the
new stadium to avoid going
into recess until the stadium is built.

Unit

36 pts

256 %

Red Devils

29 pts

167 %

Danger Ducks

27 pts

118 %

Misfits

21 pts

65 %

Hungry Hippos

20 pts

71 %

Time out

18 pts

83 %

Civic

18 pts

50 %
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Trafalgar Polocrosse going strong
Yvette Temptlon

Celebrating their Victorian state championship win are Trafalgar Polocrosse Club’s E grade players
(back) Braydon Hanley and Bede Gray, (front, from left) Alicia Nicholson, Lacey Radford, Isabelle
Nicholson and Cody Templeton

Trafalgar in May

Trafalgar’s D grade team after a nail biting state championship final against Corio (from left)
Angus Templeton, Hannah Templeton, Skye Templeton, Paige Templeton, best number two award
winner Wayne Claridge and Jai Rajaram

T

rafalgar Polocrosse Club’s
E grade team won the
Victorian state championships in Ballarat last weekend.
The club fielded four teams in
A, B, D and E grades.
All four teams were represented in finals. The A grade lost
a semi-final to Albury-Holbrook
while the B grade lost its semifinal to Ballan.
The D and E grades won the
right to go straight through to finals after round matches.
E grade was the first to fly the
flag and did so with a convincing
win over Sale. The winning state
championship team included
Braydon Hanley, Bede Gray, Alicia Nicholson, Isabelle Nicholson, Cody Templeton and Lacey
Radford.
The D grade final went down
to a nail biting finish with Trafalgar holding possession of the

ball in the dying seconds but
unable to deliver a goal to equal
the ledger, going down by one to
Corio.
The D grade runners-up team
included Paige Templeton, Jai
Rajaram, Skye Templeton, Angus
Templeton, Wayne Claridge and
Hannah Templeton.
Trafalgar also was well rep-

resented in individual awards in
the two grades.
In E grade Isabelle won best
number one player while Alicia
won best overall under 12 female
player and best junior Australian
stock horse with Eden Hope
Fairy Floss.
In the D grade, Wayne was
awarded best number two player.

REMINDER
Trafalgar Golf Club

Folding Night
for the Traf News July Edition

Wednesday 28 June, 7.30pm

Trafalgar covered in fog on the morning of 16 May. Photo taken from Uralla Reserve

Trafalgar’s No 1 Real Estate Agent has got a brand new look!

