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 Nicole Faltum receiving her Melbourne Stars cap 

Trafalgar Cricket Club’s Ni-
cole Faltum shined bright-
est on the big stage, playing 

her first game for the Melbourne 
Stars in the Women’s Big Bash 
against the Adelaide Strikers at 
Casey fields in early January. 

With the match being played 
on a Friday, Faltum was then 
retained for the match against 
the Melbourne Renegades at the 
MCG on the following Saturday. 

Despite the temperature top-
ping 41 degrees, the young wick-
et keeper was undeterred, and 
completed a clinical stumping to 
set up victory for her side. 

Nicole’s achievements serve 
as a wonderful testament to the

Faltum makes debut for Melbourne Stars
Liam Durkin

 » CONTINUED PAGE 22

Trafalgar Thorpdale RSL 
president Ray James was 
awarded Trafalgar’s 2018 

citizen of the year at Trafalgar’s 
Australia Day celebrations last 
month for his contribution to Tra-
falgar’s RSL community.

In receiving the award, Ray 
said,”It is an honour but I believe 
there are people worthier than 
me who maybe are not in the 
limelight as much.”

In 1992, the Trafalgar RSL 
Sub-Branch was disbanded due 
to lack of numbers and interest in 
the town. 

In 2004 the Thorpdale RSL 
was also in line to be disbanded 
and Ray put out the call for any in-
terested people to come along to 
some meetings he was organising 
with the idea to form an amalga-
mation of the Trafalgar and Thor-
pdale RSL’s and to see if we could 
restart a RSL sub-branch could be 
re-formed.

This became successful and 
in February 2007 the Trafalgar/
Thorpdale RSL Sub-Branch re-
ceived its charter. Ray was the 
inaugural president and has been 
president ever since. 

Ray has been an outstanding 
leader in all aspects for the 200-
plus member RSL Sub-Branch. 

He regularly invites schools to 
the RSL and under his tutelage, 
conducts educational programs. 
Ray always presents these pro-
grams so that all the students are 
involved and feel so much part of 
the moment when he is talking. 

Ray works tirelessly for the 
RSL Sub-Branch and the Trafal-
gar community generally. Some 
examples are: 

 � Ray has spent many volunteer 
hours improving the almost 
100-year-old RSL building 
through applying for grants 
and organising and undertak-
ing a lot of the work required 
getting the building up to 
code;

 � He put in place a two-year 
project to renovate and ex-
tend the Sub-Branch hall, 
(which was built in 1922 by 
local World War 1 veterans,) 
to accommodate and relocate 
an 8m x 2.5m World War 1 
honour roll from the old shire 
offices;

 � In the same period, Ray’s 
strenuous efforts resulted in 
the relocation of the Trafalgar 
cenotaph to the RSL, through 
him organising local trades-
man and volunteers;

 � Ray has ensured that eight sur-

rounding towns have an Anzac 
Day and Remembrance Day 
service;

 � Ray also drives around to the 
schools of these towns and 
drops off and picks up all do-
nation tins for the Anzac Day 
and Remembrance Days each 
year. 

 � He visits all the old veterans in 
Andrews House retirement vil-
lage and also elderly members 
at their homes. If any veteran 
or member is ill or needs for 
something, Ray is the first one 
there to help out. He organises 
meals when members are sick 
and anything else that they re-
quire;

Ray was awarded the Baw Baw 
shire Citizen of the Year Award 
in 2014 and honoured with life 
membership of RSL Australia 
2016 in recognition for his con-
tributions and efforts;

The Judges commended Ray 
for his tireless work on behalf of 
the Trafalgar Thorpdale RSL Sub-
Branch and the community.

Trafalgar’s 2018 citizen of the 
year, Ray James, with Trafalgar 
Community Development 
Association’s Citizen of the Year 
committee member, Rod Boon

RAY JAMES IS CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Baw Baw Shire Council 
has appointed Cohen 
Van der Velde to the 

position of director commu-
nity assets.

Cohen is a qualified civil 
engineer with over 16 years 
of experience, predominantly 
in local government, includ-
ing his most recent role at 
Bass Coast Shire Council as 
manager infrastructure deliv-
ery for over six years.

Cohen’s experience in-
cludes senior management 
roles across a broad range 
of business functions includ-
ing engineering design, con-

struction and project man-
agement.

Cohen, who undertook his 
secondary schooling in War-
ragul, is passionate about 
developing high performing 
people, teams and culture 
within organisations.

Chief executive officer of 
Baw Baw Shire Council, 

Alison Leighton, was 
pleased to announce the ap-
pointment following a ro-
bust recruitment process.
  “Cohen’s specialist knowl-
edge, experience and enthu-
siasm will be a real asset to 
the role and ensure that we 

continue to deliver quality 
infrastructure, upgrades and 
services to the Baw Baw Shire 
community”, said Ms Leigh-
ton.

“He has a real passion for 
working closely with commu-
nities and highly values the 
power and impact of commu-
nity engagement and public 
participation.

“I am confident that Cohen 
will do an outstanding job 
leading our infrastructure 
and assets portfolio ensuring 
projects and services are de-
livered in-line with commu-
nity needs and expectations.”

Shire appoints director 
community assets

Baw Baw Shire’s new director community assets, Cohan Van der VeldeALBERT’S
CORNER

 Albert Einstein

It is my 
conviction 
that killing 
under the 

cloak of war 
is nothing 

but an act of 
murder.

As a work of art, it reminds 
me of a long conversation 

between two drunks.

            - Clive James QuoteQuoteQuoteQuote

Traf News was without 
its landline phone for 
almost two months, 

from early December to 17 
January.
This was due to us moving 
from our previous premises 
at the scout hall to Trafalgar 
Business Centre (old shire of-
fices).
As part of this shift, we updat-
ed our computer system, in-

volving moving our phone to 
a Voice Over Internet Proto-
col (known as VOIP) phone.  
The delay in having our phone 
converted to the new system 
was due to the workload of 
our internet service provider.
We apologise to those who 
tried to contact us during that 
period, especially if it result-
ed in an article or advertise-
ment not being published.

Apology for no phone

Gender equality 

Dear Editor, 

It was interesting to read the 
1972 letter to the editor on 
page 9 of the December 2017 
edition. 
The letter used humour to 
address the issue of gender 
equality. 
The 16 days of activism that 
occurred from 25 November to 
10 December 2017 supported 

by both Trafalgar High School 
and 1st Trafalgar Scout Group 
showed us as we go into 2018 
addressing gender equality is 
still important today and that 
sadly our high levels of vio-
lence against women is driven 
by gender inequality. 
In 2018, we need to work to 
make Trafalgar a community 
where people feel safe to be 
themselves. We need to refuse 
to accept barriers and encour-
age diverse voices. 

As a town we need to say vio-
lence and inequality don’t 
have a space as we create 
not only gender equality but 
also an inclusive environment 
where all who live in postcode 
3824 can be strong, resilient 
and valued. 
We need equality as part of 
our culture and to remember 
we are all in this together.

David Wombat Lyons. 
Trafalgar 
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Wednesday trading from
1st March 2018
9am – 7.30pm

Trafalgar
D e n t a l  C a r e

www.trafalgardentalcare.com.au
or call: 03 5633 1185

65 Main Street, Trafalgar

For further information, contact Mick Bourke: 

0409 512 672
To lodge your expression of interest,

email: president@trafnews.com

Do you want the opportunity to contribute to 
Trafalgar’s newspaper?

As a committee member, you will be part
of the team that plans the future of our paper.

The role is involved with the administration
of Traf News Incorporated, the body that our 

paper belongs to.
The Traf News needs your support.

If you want the news,
Traf News wants you!

Committee Members wanted
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Futher information : 0419701331
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Traffic on the Princes 
Freeway, after remain-
ing steady for a number 

of years, grew in 2017 from 
11,000 both east and west-
bound over the past three 
years, to 13,000 vehicles 

travelling east each day and 
12,000 travelling west, a total 
of 25,000 vehicles travelling 
through Trafalgar on a daily 
basis.

While highway usage has 
remained consistent in recent 

years, it is a significant growth 
from 2002 when an average 
of 8,000 vehicles travelled 
eastbound and approximately 
9,000 travelled westbound (to-
tal 17,000) each day during 
that year.

25,000 vehicles daily through Traf

Thirty-three years ago, it 
was not uncommon for 
Peter McCourt to come 

home covered in animal blood 
and mud after delivering a calf 
in the middle of the night.

Back then, the 59-year-old 
was the only vet in the diary 
town of Trafalgar, a position he 
held for many years including 
an extension clinic in Newbor-
ough.

“Most of the work is people 
ring up and we then get called 
to go to a property ... when 
I started it was pre-mobile 
phone,” Dr McCourt said.

Dr McCourt said so many 

things had changed in the prac-
tice of veterinary science since 
he bought the Trafalgar Veteri-
nary Centre and a second clinic 
in Newborough in 1985.

When he started most of his 
patients were dairy animals but 
today 80 per cent of those that 
the clinic serviced were small 
animals.

Dr McCourt said he rarely 
did laboratory work and that 
there were no digital X-rays 
when he began his practice.

He considered the most dif-
ficult part of his job would be 
complex surgery especially in 
cases such as poisoning which 

he found “very draining”.
The eighth in a family of 

10, Dr McCourt loved watch-
ing bees and all sorts of insects 
growing up in Queensland and 
was the only one of his siblings 
to go to university.

As the longest and best-
loved veterinarian in the town, 
Dr McCourt was renowned for 
providing a personalised ser-
vice to everyone who called for 
his help.

“Fifteen or 20 years ago I 
knew every client that came 
through the door whereas a 
year ago half of them I wouldn’t 
have met just because it’s a big-

ger practice,” the Brisbane-
born vet said, who moved to 
the Latrobe Valley in the 1980s 
after marrying his wife Jill.

On the last day of 2017 Dr 
McCourt sold the Trafalgar 
and Newborough practices to 
his partners and retired as the 
town’s longest-serving veteri-
narian.

He said the reality of retire-
ment was yet to “sink in” but 
he looked forward to sailing 
round Tasmania in Febru-
ary and doing some volunteer 
work in Fiji.

Source: Latrobe Valley Express

Years  Eastbound     Westbound  Total 

2002     8,000    9,000  17,000

2006     9,000    9,000  18,000

2010  11,000  10,000   21,000

2011  11,000  10,000   21,000

2012  11,000  10,000   21,000

2013  11,000  10,000   21,000

2014  11,000  11,000   22,000

2015  11,000  11,000   22,000

2016  11,000  11,000   22,000

2017  13,000  12,000   25,000

Baw Baw Shire figures show 
that an average of 2,124 vehi-
cles travelled along Thorpdale 
Road every day last year.

Contingent Street continues 
to be busy, with 1,668 vehicles 
on average travelling along the 
northern section of the road af-
ter School Road each day, and 

drops significantly to a daily 
average of 354 vehicle south of 
Kitchener Street.

Dodemaides Road saw a 
daily average of 896 vehicles 
on the northern section of the 
road.

On the other end of the 
scale, McGregor Park lane, the 

small road next to the police 
station, saw just 12 vehicles 
travelling along that stretch of 
road each day.

No figures are available for 
School Road, however, past 
years has seen it to be a very 
busy road, especially in the 
school precinct.

Peter McCourt retires

Trafalgar’s long-serving veterinarian Peter McCourt has retired 
(Photo: Tracey Matthies)

Vehicles travelling on the Princes Freeway Trafalgar

Cher Jimenez
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Alan (Alf) Bechaz    Formerly of Trafalgar
Arthur Joseph Erbs    Late of Trafalgar
Bernadette Maye (nee Nardino)  Late of Yarragon
Brenda Cooke    Formerly of Trafalgar
Brian Heslop    Late of Trafalgar
Carole Ferguson    Late of Allambee
Cathleen Dodd (nee Richards)   Late of Yarragon
Clara Flanders    Late of Trafalgar
Derek Leonard Blackshaw   Late of Willow Grove
Eileen Cecilia Robinson (nee Breakwell)  Late of Willow Grove
Elsie Mae Bowyer (nee Pratt)   Late of Trafalgar
Eric Leslie Griggs    Formerly of Yarragon
Frederick James (Fred) Boreham  Late of Trafalgar
George Cairns Wade    Late of Willow Grove Road
Graeme Parker    Late of Yarragon
Helena Anna Roberts (nee Tare)  Late of Trafalgar
Hilda Haldane    Late of Trafalgar
Ian Browne    Late of Trafalgar
Ian Douglas Kneebone   Late of Trafalgar
Ian Ferdinand Grummisch   Formerly of Thorpdale
Jack Rowlings    Late of Trafalgar
James (Jim) Gibson    Formerly of Trafalgar
John Michael Bantock   Late of Thorpdale
John Phillip Uniacke    Late of Trafalgar
Ken John Henry Giles   Formerly of Trafalgar
Kerry Anne Morrell    Late of Trafalgar
Lois Joy Davies (nee Parke)   Formerly of Yarragon
Lorraine Edith Jackson (nee Grant)  Formerly of Trafalgar
Margaret Simpson (nee Williamson)  Formerly of Trafalgar
Marion Rita Shynn (nee Battley)  Late of Trafalgar
Marjorie May Tickell (nee Taylor)  Late of Trafalgar
Mark Francis Garvey    Formerly of Trafalgar
Martin Stapersma    Formerly of Trafalgar
Mavis Tatterson (nee Love)   Formerly of Trafalgar
Orla Sigfred Nielsen    Late of Trafalgar
Oscar Robert (Bob) Nielsen   Late of Trafalgar
Pam Rose Radford    Late of Trafalgar
Patricia Anne McGrath (nee Forte)  Late of Trafalgar
Peter Andrew Hendy    Late of Trafalgar
Phyllis Hazel Tonkin (nee Moore)  Late of Trafalgar
Robert Maxwell    Formerly of Trafalgar
Ron Atkinson    Late of Yarragon
Russell Keith Twite    Late of Yarragon
Verna Ralls    Late of Trafalgar
Vicky Asmussen    Late of Trafalgar
Vivian Del Din-Haupt   Late of Trafalgar
William Henry (Harry) Dawe   Late of Trafalgar
William Percy (Bill) Tatterson   Late of Trafalgar

Farewell to friends
The following list is 

of people whose 
death was record-

ed by Trafalgar Histori-
cal Society during 2017. 

Due to the timing of the pub-
lication of the society’s of-
ficial publication, some of 
those recorded may have died 
in late 2016.

Traf News thanks Trafalgar 
Historical Society for proving 
the following information.

We apologise if the list 
isn’t complete.

The Trafalgar and District 
Probus club is celebrat-
ing it’s 25th birthday in 

March at it’s AGM and there 
will be lots of reflections on 
the history of the club and of 
Trafalgar during that period. 

Some DVD’s of people who 
went on the club walks from 
the early days and a history of 
the club from current mem-
bers who were there during 
the early years of our club will 

be available. This will be a fun 
filled day with lots of good 
memories.

During the festive season, 
nearly 80 members attended 
our Christmas celebrations at 
Traralgon winery with beauti-
ful weather outside for all to 
look out over the valley. It was 
a big day for the final bash 
for the year and lots of prizes 
were handed out to lucky ticket 
holders and a Christmas pud-

Trafalgar Probus 
club to celebrate 

25th birthday

ding was given to each mem-
ber for enjoyment closer to 
the big day. Attendees also had 
the benefit of a visit from Santa 
who handed out kisses as well 
prizes. 

President Ron Bowley kept 
the day moving along and had 
some very funny jokes to add 
to the frivolity. Well done Ron!  
A good day was had by all

Elsewhere the club were 
successful in receiving a grant 

from Baw Baw Shire for the 
replacement of the old con-
crete path at the club rooms at 
Traf Park bowls club. The old 
path was broken, narrow, un-
even and had passed it’s use by 
date. The club wishes to thank 
Peter Farmer and his team for 
all their hardwork.

Be sure to mark these dates 
in your calendar for the up-
coming Probus year: 

TRIP TO PHILLIP 
ISLAND
Our next trip is to Phillip Is-
land on 15 February and we 
are taking a boat to Seal Rocks 
and looking forward to a beau-
tiful fish and chips luncheon.
We hope the weather is good 
on the water.

MONTHLY WALK
The monthly walks have kept 
up, with trips to the Immi-
gration Park in Morwell and 
Mount Worth State Park be-
hind Yarragon, and we are 
planning a return trip back to 
Blue Rock Dam. These have 

Christmas Probus celebrations at Traralgon winery with Santa 
handing out prizes and kisses

Trafalgar Probus  Club’s 2003-04 committee: Back row: Peter Farmer, Noel Willcock, Elizabeth Walters, 
Judith Heasley, Ken Lewis, Betty McCulloch. Front row:  Lesley Langdon, Betty Davey, Dot Lewis

been good days out and always 
followed by a cuppa some-
where.

TRIP TO BRIGHT IN 
APRIL
Our caravanners/cabiners are 

starting to book for a week’s 
visit to Bright between 16-22 
April at the Bright Riverside 
Holiday Park. This should be a 
wonderful time to visit Bright 
with lovely autumn colours 
and so much more.

Trafalgar Chamber of Com-
merce is hopeful a solu-
tion can be found to drain-

age issues, which has caused 
localised fl ooding in the town’s 
main street during recent storm 
events.

BK’s Takeaway owner Bren-
dan Kingwill said the chamber 
had been concerned about safety 
issues that came with recent 
fl ooding on the Princes Freeway.

“We’ve informed the appro-
priate authorities, but we didn’t 
know what the problem was and 
didn’t know where to go,” he 
said.

“I’ve had my business in Tra-
falgar for 20 years and haven’t 
seen it this bad, it’s happened 
three times in the past three 
months.

“The drainage isn’t suitable 
and needs cleaning out but we’re 
not sure where the problem is.

“Is it coming from under the 

freeway, somewhere else in the 
town, or over the other side of 
the railway line?

“We haven’t got those an-
swers to bring it to someone’s 
attention.”

Posting to the Trafalgar 
Chamber of Commerce Face-
book page, shop owner Phoebe 
Rae said her shop had fl ooded 
twice.

“(It) only didn’t the second 
time because of the advance 
warnings the BOM gave us and 
sandbags from the SES,” she 
said.

“It’s excessive rain and this is 
Gippsland but this is worse than 
normal.

“The drainage needs address-
ing in the centre of town urgently.

“Mopping up again in the 
middle of our only holiday break 
each year.”

A spokesperson for Baw Baw 
Shire Council said while main 

highways were essentially the re-
sponsibility of VicRoads, council 
recognised the need to work with 
VicRoads and other authorities 
to address inundation issues.

“The draft West Gippsland 
Floodplain Management Strategy 
identifi es the need to address 
fl ooding on the highway,” the 
spokesperson said.

“West Gippsland CMA con-
ducted extensive public consul-
tations as part of their strategy 
process. 

“Once approved by the min-
ister and released by DELWP, 
which is expected to be soon, the 
fi nal strategy will be available in 
the public domain.”

The spokesperson said while 
drainage works in Trafalgar 
have been planned by council in 
2018-20, these works would not 
address the highway fl ooding is-
sue.

Source: Warragul Gazette

Highway fl oods in Traf
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So much more than great results!

WEDNESDAY 18 APRIL 2018

YEAR 7 2019 AND BEYOND 
INFORMATION EVENING

Tours of the Secondary School 6:00 pm 
Information Session 7:00 pm

SATURDAY 24 MARCH 2018 

SCHOOL TOURS
TOUR 1 at 1:00 PM or TOUR 2 at 2:00 PM

Come and discover what sets St Paul’s 
apart from other schools

stpaulsags.vic.edu.au

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: ACADEMIC AND SPORT 16 APRIL, 
PERFORMING ARTS 23 APRIL 2018

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Applications now open for  

2019 Scholarships  
– Academic, Sport 

and Performing Arts

Steady progress on new 
Men’s Shed building

The staircase inside the Men’s Shed’s new building  

Trafalgar Men’s Shed is 
still operating out of its 
premises in McGregor 

Park with some members 
making steady progress in 
getting a new shed suitable for 
occupation. 

There is a core of about six 
members who have put count-
less hours of time, energy and 
know how into getting to the 
current stage of development. 

A good example of endeav-
our is the painting of the floor, 
420 square metres of concrete 
by two members applying in 
total three coats of paint. 

Another member has built 
a metal staircase so members 
can get to the mezzanine floor 
which will be used for stor-
age and another with consid-
erable carpentry skills has 
built a toilet block and work 
benches along one wall, not 
to mention a dust free finish-
ing room that can be used to 
paint items. 

It is fair to say these mem-
bers and members with fewer 
skills have assisted one an-
other to achieve the results 
which are now taking shape. 
When you take into consid-
eration the average age of 
members is 72, they are to be                 

congratulated on their efforts.
Now and again something 

happens that can set an indi-
vidual, business or organisa-
tion back, such as a health 
scare an accident even bill 
shock and it can be costly and 
take those affected sometime 
to recover. 

As a not-for-profit small or-
ganisation the Men’s Shed re-
ceived a hand grenade which 
landed at its door in the shape 
of VCAT proceeding, lodged 
against it by people who shall 
remain anonymous. 

Fair enough, people have 
a right to protest but when 
nothing changes after judge-
ment except the bank balance 
to the tune of $8500 for legal 
advice and expert opinion, it 
hurts a small organisation like 
the Men’s Shed. 

The Men’s Shed looks for-
ward to recouping some of its 
losses slaving over a hot BBQ 
plate. How many sausages will 
it take to put things right?  Bet-
ter not to know is the answer.

A reminder to all the 
blokes out there the Men’s 
Shed is open from 9am-4pm 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
next to the swimming pool in 
McGregor Park.

Ron Fletcher
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The Trafalgar Public Hall 
(TPH) committee cel-
ebrated another fantastic 

year of events and fundraising 
late last year. 

Through the numerous events 
held and regular hirers though 
out year; Trafalgar Amateur Dra-
ma Society and a maintenance 
grant from the Baw Baw Shire 

we have managed to accumulate 
enough money to resurface all 
the timber floor areas (which 
was completed between Christ-
mas and new year). 

In early 2018 you will see 
new curtains on the walls and 
windows to assist with light and 
sound attenuation during special 
events. 

Thanks to the Trafalgar Lion 
Club for the large donation to-
wards this.

We would like to remind Tra-
falgarians that the hall belongs 
to you, the public (in trust of 
the TPH committee). Therefore, 
any events you hold or attend, 
the fees go into the pool of funds 
which we use to improve and 

maintain this great landmark of 
Trafalgar.

A great thanks to our regular 
hirers for their continuing sup-
port throughout the year.

If you would like to assist with 
fund raising and maintenance, or 
even a donation, please contact 
our secretary Shirlene Browne 
on 0418 178 245. 

Trafalgar Public Hall committee (incorporating Trafalgar Amateur Drama Society) members and partners celebrating Christmas in 
style on the main floor of the Hall. Delicious food catered by Thyme Out Café of Trafalgar. From left front to rear: Kylie Marslen, Jamie 
Marslen, Ian Bosma, Jenice Bosma, Greg Porter. From right front to rear: Shirlene Browne, Robyn Jones, Anthony Moscato, Eva Moscato, 
Mark Stanley, Tania Stanley. (Photo: Shane Browne)

Max and Maisie O’Brien 
recently celebrated 
their 70th anniversary 

with a luncheon alongside their 
family including Geoff, Robyn, 
Laurie, Barry and Kerrie. 

They were married at the 
Methodist Church Mildura on 
24 January 1948 before settling 
in Trafalgar to run a trucking 

business and milk round.  
The couple later moved to 

the dairy farm at Trafalgar East, 
and now reside at Willow Grove 
road. 

Together they have four chil-
dren: John (deceased), Geoff, 
Robyn and Barry, along with 
nine grandchildren and nine-
teen great grandchildren. 

Max and Maisie
celebrate 70 years

Public Hall has busy year

Local resident Peg Hasthor-
pe turned 95 years old on 1 
January 2018. 

Peg has lived in Trafalgar 
since December 1946, when she 
married local dairy farmer Doug 
Hasthorpe in Melbourne. Peg 
(Diana is her Christian name at 
birth, but has always been known 
as Peg) grew up on a dairy farm 
on East West Road, Warragul. 

After schooling in Warragul, 
she began a career in nursing at 
West Gippsland Hospital, includ-
ing a stint at the Trafalgar Bush 
Hospital, around the time of 
World War 2.

Peg moved to Trafalgar to live 
on the dairy farm in School Road 
own by Doug’s parents, where 
Doug milked cows and gener-
ally managed the farm. Doug and 
Peg had two children, Jeff and 
Suzanne.

Peg became active in the golf 
club in the 1950s, playing and 
being involved with running of 

the club for some 25 years. 
Both Doug and Peg played 

lawn bowls for many years at 
Trafalgar Bowls Club, then carpet 
bowls in her later years.

Retiring from the farm in 
about 1980 to live in town, Peg 
became involved in the West 
Gippsland Healthcare Group’s 
op shop in town, helping out for 
many years, while continuing her 
bowls and having an interest in 
oil painting. 

She began attending painting 
classes in Moe on a weekly ba-
sis to further her skills in oil and 
china painting.

With husband Doug passing 
in 1996, Peg continued to live on 
Anzac Road, playing bowls and 
volunteering at the op shop in 
Traf and socialising with friends 
and family.

In 2014 she became a resi-
dent of Andrews House where 
she enjoys the hospitality of 
friends and staff today.

Peg Hasthorpe celebrating her 95th birthday on the dairy farm 
she and her late husband Doug formerly owned  

Peg Hasthorpe 
turns 95

Sri Lankan Cuisine on 
Saturday Night BOOK NOW. 

Commences at 6.30pm
We are licensed!

Good Food Remains

SEASONS 
CHANGE

“The healThy eaTing alTernaTive”

0418 513 092

YARRAGON
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emergency.vic.gov.au 
Download the VicEmergency app

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

There’s no questioning the facts. In a bush� re, most homes burn down due to ember attack.

It’s your responsibility to be � re ready this summer, so prepare your property, � re plan and emergency kit now.
And on high-risk fi re days, leaving early, before a fi re starts, is always the safest option.

Students from St Joseph’s 
Primary School per-
formed their biannual 

school concert at Lowanna Col-
lege Newborough late last year.

It was titled ‘A Charming 
Tale’ and was written by Mrs 
Tania Stanley from Warragul. 
The story revolved around a so-
cially awkward Prince Charm-
ing on his fight to become King, 
and win the right to take the 
Princess’ hand in marriage.

The children in each class 
prepared and performed two 
songs in the concert. Miss Cath-

leen Ryan (Grade 5/6 teacher) 
coordinated and directed the 
concert. It was a huge success!  

“The entire night went fine, 
and when we were done, it was 
easy to tell we were all pretty 
proud and satisfied with our-
selves.  Some people even said 
that this year’s concert was the 
best ever”, senior student Layla 
Sloan said.

Judo Program
Students last year participated 
in a Lunchtime Judo Program 
that fosters the 3 Rs: Respect, 

Resilience and Restraint. 
Patricia Mulqueen, princi-

pal of the school is a big be-
liever of martial arts fostering a 
healthy mind and body.

These sessions were kindly 
funded by Trafalgar & District 
Community Bank branch, and 
delivered by The Dojo Factory 
of Drouin.

Children completed a series 
of appropriate manoeuvrers re-
spectfully on the mat. A demon-
stration of what the children have 
learnt was conducted at the whole 
school assembly.

St Joseph’s has Big Night Out

Jessica Powell, Lillie Thomas and Jayme Axe in ‘A Charming Tale’Teacher Ms Cathleen Ryan receiving a bouquet of flowers from Jasmine Landmeter and Ayana Kondo
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Dirk Norman (the Dojo 
Factory) and Kaitlyn Pedemont

Specials 20% Off

24 Contingent Street TRAFALGAR
Ph: (03) 5633 2288

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

Natural Garden Chinese Restaurant
BYO

 Wine & Beer

Lunch (Tues-Fri)  -  Dinner (Tues-Sun) 

Specia
ls Specials

SpecialsSpe
cial

s

Specia
ls Specials

Trafalgar’s 
Street 
Names 
Book

Trafalgar’s 

This book, published by Traf News, records 
the names of all streets and roads within 

the township of Trafalgar as at 2015. 

Through Noel Erbs’ effort, and that of 
Trafalgar & District Historical Society, 

the historical aspect of Trafalgar’s street 
names and roads will not be lost.

Now available from 
Trafalgar Newsagency

This book, published by Traf News, records This book, published by Traf News, records 

$10Great Value!

The Grand Finale of ‘A Charming Tale’

Dirk Norman and Ron Lombardo (The Dojo Factory - Drouin), Phil Drummond (manager of Trafalgar & District Community Bank 
branch), Lucy O’Connell (deputy principal) and students Brodie Korab, Xanthe Paul, Rhys Buckland and Heath O’Brien

Hannah Upston and Sofia 
Jamieson
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Trafalgar High School cel-
ebrated the work of Ms 
Sharryn Marshall, drama 

teacher, who on 1 December 
2017 received the Charles Slucki 
Memorial Award from Drama 
Victoria, the peak body for the 
teaching of Drama. 

“The award is for a teacher 
currently working in a regional 
setting, teaching drama for over 
fi ve years whom is an excellent 
role model and has demonstrat-
ed outstanding and innovative 
work within their educational 
setting and/or community,” said 
Ms Jane Mersey, principal Tra-
falgar High School. 

“Like Ms Marshall, they need 
to be innovative and passionate 
about their job, initiates and 
engages with both local and 
state-wide drama teacher net-
works and build partnerships 
with local community to support 
the learning of their students.  
The award also recognises Ms 
Marshall for being able to ef-
fectively use resources available 
to create opportunities for their 
students to engage with live per-
formance.”

Ms Marshall is involved in the 
local theatre community, having 
last year performed in plays 
with Off the Leash Theatre and 

Warragul Theatre company and 
teaches year 7 to 9 drama at Tra-
falgar High School.

Darren recognised for 
service to school

Volunteers play an important 
part in the community of Trafal-
gar High School, including the 
parents whom volunteer and are 
elected to school council. 

Last year, school council 
president David Watts and prin-
cipal Jane Mersey presented a 
service certifi cate to Cr Darren 
Wallace, who last year, conclud-
ed nine years as a school council 
member.

Trafalgar High School’s Sharryn Marshall with her Charles Slucki Memorial Award

Trafalgar High School Council president David Watts and principal Jane Mercey presenting
 a service certifi cate to Cr Darren Wallace in appreciation of his nine-years’ service to the school

Sharryn Marshall receives top drama award

Traf to host arts festival?
Community groups are en-

couraged to nominate a 
town in Baw Baw Shire to 

host an ‘Artist in Residence’ for 
the annual ‘Come and Play’ arts 
festival in May 2018.

The month-long celebration 
of local arts, facilitated by Cre-
ative Gippsland, is presenting a 
unique opportunity for one town 
from each of the six Gippsland 
regions to host an artist through-
out the festival.

Mayor of Baw Baw Shire 
councillor Joe Gauci is encour-
aging community groups and 

clubs across Baw Baw to nomi-
nate their town and shine a spot-
light on our creative communi-
ties.

“This is a fantastic opportu-
nity to show your community to 
the world by supporting an excit-
ing cultural event and exchange. 
We are looking for towns that are 
vibrant, engaged communities 
who want to support and pro-
mote creative arts activity”, said 
the Mayor.

“Having an artist in your 
community throughout the fes-
tival is a great way to kick start 

a new project, enliven an area, 
engage the community and have 
some fun!

“We are seeking expressions 
of interest from towns now so 
that early in the new year we can 
advertise for artists knowing the 
locations we have to offer and 
knowing the wants of those com-
munities.

“We know more than one 
community will be interested, so 
to help us select the right com-
munity let us know why yours 
would be a great choice to host 
one of the artists and activities.”

Applications are welcome 
from any town/district but must 
come via a community not-for-
profi t group and ensure the con-
cept of an ‘Artist in Residence’ 
has community support.

Only one application from 
a town/community can be ac-
cepted.

Applications close at 5.00pm 
on Wednesday 7 February 2018.

All enquiries can be directed 
to Council’s Cultural Develop-
ment Team on 5624 2407 or by 
email at karen.whitaker-taylor@
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

New youth and family pastor 
commissioned at St Mary’s

Incoming youth and family pastor at St. Mary’s, Josh Hasan

The work with children and 
young people has been 
growing at St Mary’s Angli-

can Church for some years. 
A new worker, Josh Hasan, 

has been commissioned to work 
with the team of volunteers in 
this exciting area. 

He has had experience with 
Youth For Christ in Warragul and 
is currently Chaplain at Neerim 
South Secondary College 

He is enthusiastic, loves sport 
and relates very well with the 
local young people he has met 
already. 

Josh hopes to be able to con-
nect with other groups in the 
community which cater for the 
needs of young people in our 
town. 

Please get in touch if you have 
ideas for a joint project on 5633 
1021.

IT’S TRUE
The invention of money made theft a lot easier, 

so temples became the fi rst banks because they 

were sturdy, frequently visited and intimidat-

ing to would-be thieves.  By 1750BC, Baby-

lonian temple priests had branched out into 

issuing loans.

IT’S TRUE
WALLYS 
WORDS

It’s not diffi cult
to tell crocodiles and

alligators apart.
One will see you in a while

whereas the other will 
see you later: Wally
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•  Relaxing family friendly atmosphere
•  Sensational affordable meals

•  Fast friendly service

MEALS AND PIZZAS SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK

14 Moe-Willow Grove Road, Willow Grove  
Phone: 56352455.  Web: www.willowgroveduckinn.com.au

The perfect summer place 
for drinks with friends 

alfresco lunch, family dinner or function!

•  Relaxing family friendly atmosphere
•  Sensational affordable meals

•  Fast friendly service

MEALS AND PIZZAS SERVED 7 DAYS A WEEK

14 Moe-Willow Grove Road, Willow Grove  
Phone: 56352455.  Web: www.willowgroveduckinn.com.au

The perfect summer place 
for drinks with friends 

alfresco lunch, family dinner or function!

T

alfresco lunch, family dinner or function!

During summer when 
many people are holi-
daying there are some

community activities that 
continue. 

This has been true for the 
Baw Baw Arts Alliance when 
art teachers, Jessie McLennan 
and Prue Barridge, conduct-
ed a series of exciting, free, 
creative workshops based on 
material from the National 
Gallery of Victoria.

The program, called NGV 
Kids on Tour, was very suc-
cessful in the second week 
of January when kids met at 

the Artspaces in the Trafalgar 
Railway Station.

Jessie and Prue added to 
the extensive range of activi-
ties provided by the National 
Gallery of Victoria to have 
children create mini plas-
ticine creatures, draw and 
collage an environment for 
these, experience a sensory 
box while masked and gener-
ally create art in an environ-
ment where a huge range of 
materials was provided by 
enthusiastic and professional 
teachers.

As co-ordinator of the 

Sisira from Fed Uni, pictured reading the Traf News in front of the University in Shenzhen, 
China in December

Traf News Travels

Young artist Olivia displaying a piece she created at the NGV young kids on tour workshop

Trafalgar
Self Storage

• Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year
2 Sale Yard Road, Trafalgar 

Call Strzelecki Realty 
Ph: 5633 2858

Managing Agent:

Warragul Arts Market on the 
third Saturday of each month 
from October to March, Jessie 
makes sure there are always 
art activities for children at 
the market.

Children’s activities are 
just a part of the free or low 
cost art based experiences 
that take place in the Trafal-
gar Artspaces.

During the week, from 
February onwards, there is a 
range of activities from paint-
ing, mixed media, drawing, 
clay, mosaics and fibre.

These are not groups de-
signed just for experienced 
artists but provide an oppor-
tunity for people with a range 
of talents, experience and 
interest in the arts to come 
together to share ideas, skills 
and create.

Feel free to call in and ask 
the person on duty in either 
of the Baw Baw Arts Alliance 
galleries for further informa-
tion about art activities or go 
to http://www.bawbawartsal-
liance.org.au

Traf art space 
producing budding 

creatives
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Reduce isolation to older people 

Gippsland Hi Tech 
precinct in the Valley

Certainty needed 
for dairy students

The MS Community Visitors 
Scheme (CVS) is seeking 
male and female volun-

teers to visit older people living 
in Warragul, Trafalgar, Latrobe 
Valley and surrounds to provide 

friendship and companionship.
MS CVS volunteers visit re-

cipients one-on-one in Aged Care 
Homes or their own homes. If 
you have time to contribute one 
visit per fortnight, over a mini-

mum of 12 months, we would 
love to hear from you. 

It is as simple as sharing sto-
ries, having a cuppa and chat, 
reading or taking your new 
friend for a walk. You could in-

clude your children or a family-
friendly dog. Just spending qual-
ity time will make a difference! If 
you would like to become a com-
munity visitor, email volunteer@
ms.org.au or phone 9845 2729.

The $17.2M Gippsland 
Hi-Tech Precinct is a 
state Government fund-

ed response through Regional 
Development Victoria (RDV) 
to the regional need for:

 ¡ The Increasing the adoption 
of technology

 ¡ Supporting industry growth, 
transition and employment 
growth  

 ¡ Building the region’s social 
capital

 ¡ Improving connectivity across 
the region

 ¡ Enhancing and strengthen-
ing existing networks in-
dustry, social, economic, 
innovation, educational

 ¡ Developing skills and en-
hancing the absorptive ca-
pacity of the region

 ¡ Oversight of the establish-
ment of the precinct is a 
collaborative partnership 
between Federation Uni-
versity, Latrobe City Coun-
cil, RDV, Latrobe Valley 
Authority and Federation 
Training.

Federation University will 
be responsible for the op-
eration of the precinct upon 
completion of the project 
build.

The precinct will be cen-
tred around the physical site 
on the corner of Monash Way 
and Princes Way in Morwell, 
but will also be virtually con-
nected throughout the re-
gion and beyond to other 
stakeholders and businesses.

Source: Federation University

Due to a rail strike in 
Melbourne, the Herald 
& Weekly Times news-

papers organised an emergen-
cy air mail from Melbourne to 
Traralgon on 30th July 1920.

An Armstrong Whitworth 
plane owned by Aviation Ltd. 
and commanded by captain 
E. W. Leggatt left Melbourne 

at 3.52 pm for Warragul, Tra-
falgar and Traralgon, where 
it landed at 5.25 pm. Mail for 
Darnum, Yarragon, Moe and 
Morwell was dropped over-
board during the flight and 
consequently became known 
as “parachute” mail.

The Australian Air Mail cata-
logue of 1976 (edited by Nel-
son Eustis of Adelaide) records 

that there were 92 items for 
Yarragon, 69 for Trafalgar and 
44 for Moe.

An air mail letter on this 
flight from Melbourne to Tra-
falgar was later valued at $255 
but would be worth much more 
at auction today.

Incidentally, the first aero-
plane to land at Trafalgar was 
actually in early 1919, piloted 
by captain Alex Matheson. 

The property ‘Model Farm’ 
was owned by captain Mathe-
son’s father, and was chosen as 
the landing ground. This farm 
where the pilot grew up was 
later owned by the Davey fam-
ily and abuts the eastern edge 
of Trafalgar from the Princes 
Highway to School Road.

A Little Patch of Country

Don’t miss out on these!

Caron Cakes in all
colours now in stock!

63 Princes Highway, Trafalgar

Ph:  5633 2311

A decision by Goulburn 
Ovens Institute of TAFE 
(GOTAFE) to cease dairy 

training operations in the 
Gippsland region has left a sig-
nificant gap for local students.   

Member for Narracan Gary 
Blackwood said there was a 
lot of uncertainty as to wheth-
er students would be able to 
transfer to other providers or if 
they would be refunded for fees 
they have paid given the course 
is no longer available to them if 
a suitable new provider could 
not be found.   

“The loss of this training 
from Warragul and Leongatha 
is a big blow to our region 
given the significant number of 
dairy farms located here and 
the job opportunities they pro-

vide,” Mr Blackwood said.   
“Young dairy farmers I 

speak to continue to impress 
on me the importance of edu-
cating themselves not just 
through practical on-farm 
work but also by complement-
ing their learning with a TAFE 
course.  

“Federation Training 
doesn’t currently offer these 
courses therefore if students 
are transferred to another pro-
vider, there is no guarantee that 
will be local or easily accessi-
ble as was the case before.” Mr 
Blackwood said.

Trafalgar’s First Air Mail
It was a gala day for local 

school children. Trafalgar East 
school children walked in from 
their school to Trafalgar, all 
very excitedly awaiting the ar-
rival of the plane. 

Captain Matheson alighted 
to a large cheering crowd. It 
was a most significant occasion 
indeed!

Note: The above article was 
written by the late Dolly Gibson 
in 1986. The property ‘Model 
Farm’ is now a housing estate. 

Contributed by Trafalgar & 
District Historical Society.

Trafalgar’s First Air Mail

There was a good represen-
tation from residents who 
live near Rose Court at the 

last TCDA meeting on 11 January 
11th, all keen to see Rose Court 
linear park developed for better 
use by the community. 

A working group for this 
project is being established 
with the aim of hearing what 
the Trafalgar community wants 
in this linear park. 

Ideas of a cricket pitch, a 
basketball hoop and half court, 
BBQs, a much-needed path and 
better drainage were all dis-
cussed. 

The idea will be to conduct a 
survey-both electronically and 
with a hard copy-so that com-
munity members have strong 
data to present to the council. 

The TCDA is looking for 
someone with the skills and 
time to set up a survey monkey, 
so if this is a way you could 
contribute please get in touch.

Other TCDA plans for 2018 
include:

 ¡ The static library/commu-
nity hub

 ¡ RV Overnight stay location 
in Trafalgar

 ¡ Public Toilets-there is still 
a need to have a toilet near 
the railway station  

 ¡ Drainage on highway-let’s 
avoid the flooding!

 ¡ Trees at the entrance to 
town

 ¡ A service road on the high-
way similar to what there is 
in Yarragon

 ¡ Carpark on north side of 
railway
If you would like to be 

part of getting these commu-
nity projects happening, please 
come to our February meet-
ing Thursday 8 at 7pm at the 
Trafalgar Anglican Community 
Complex. You can contact Rod 
Boon 0419 113 994 or Sue 
Jacka 0409 757 170.

Rose Court 
linear park 

update



Commemorating those who fought in World War 1

Traf News is commemo-
rating those soldiers 
who fought in World 

War 1 by re-producing the 
front page of their enlistment 
papers.
Recorded at the National Ar-
chives, the list will be pro-
duced over the course of the 
remainder of this year and into 
next year.
Anyone wishing to get infor-
mation on their own relatives, 
may do so by going to http://
discoveringanzacs.naa.gov.au/
browse/ and then searching 
under ‘Places’.  Type in the 
town the person was born at or 
living in, and then click on the 
town when the map appears.
A list of all those recorded for 
that town will appear, and the 
reader can then select the ap-
propriate name.

80691 Harold Percy Miller
Born at Trafalgar East, Harold enlisted 
at Melbourne on 7 October 1918 aged 
18 years and one month with the per-
mission of his parents, William and 
Maria of Trafalgar.

Harold had previous military service 
with the cadets

Exactly five weeks later, the War 
ended.

While he was certified fit for active 
service, Harold was not called up for 
duty and was demobilised on 2 Decem-
ber 1918.

DEPOT 369 William Patrick 
Brennan
William was born at Winton Victoria  and 
was a Labourer aged 31 years and eight-
months when he enlisted at Trafalgar on 
16 March 1915.

He entered camp at Broadmeadows 
on 19 March 1915 with the 24th Bat-
talion.

Records show he embarked on the 
“Euripides” on 10 May 1915, however 
his name is not included on the orginal 
nominal roll of the 24th Battalion.

A note on his file reads “Apparently 
he did not embark”. 

20350 Frank Harris Dineen
Born at Yarragon, Frank enlisted at Mel-
bourne on 4 August 1917. He nominated 
his mother Emma of Trafalgar as his Next 
of Kin. Aged 21 years and two months he 
was a Postal Assistant with three years 
service in both the citizen forces and se-
nior cadets.

He attended Signal School in Sydney 
where he embarked for overseas service 
on 16 November 1917.

He served with the 1st Signal Squad-
ron in Egypt, progressed through the 
ranks and was appointed Temporary Staff 
Sergeant on 2 August 1919.

He was “Brought to the Notice of  the 
Minister for meritorious service” during 
has time abroad.

Frank was discharged in Egypt at his 
request on 29 February 1920.

6072 George Purchase 
Needham
The son of Thomas and Edith Needham of 
Willow Grove, George was a single labourer 
aged 30 years and seven months when he 
enlisted at Trafalgar on 10 April 1916 giving 
his religion as Plymouth Brethren.

He embarked for overseas service 
aboard the Miltiades on 1 August 1916 as a 
member of the 19th reinforcements for the 
14th Battalion. George trained in England 
and then in France with the 4th Division be-
fore being taken on strength with the 14th 
Battalion on 24 January 1917.

On 11 April 1917 he was reported as 
missing in action during the First Battle of  
Bullecourt. A court of Inquiry held on 7 Sep-
tember 1917 found that he had been killed 
in action.

The First and Second Battles of Bulle-
court in April and May 1917 saw the British 
5th Army commanded by Sir Hubert Gough 
attack the Hindenburg Line. During the First 
Battle there were 3000 Australia casualties 
or 66 per cent of the 4th Division, 1,170 
of whom were taken prisoner of war. The 
Second Battle saw another 7000 Australian 
casualties.

1917 was a particularly brutal year on 
the Western Front for the Australian Im-
perial Force; 76,000 Australians became 
casualties at Bullecourt, Messines, Ypres 
and Passchendaele. Proportionately, those 
1917 casualties would represent more 
than 300,000 of today’s male population; 
and most were aged under 30. Australia, 
as a nation, was brutalised. (Kim Sawyer 
-https://independentaustralia.net/australia/
australia-display/100th-anniversary-of-
bullecourt---the-bloody-battle-australians-
forgot,10218)

Bullecourt shook the confidence of the 
Australians in their British commanders.

George’s life is commemorated on the 
Australian National Memorial at Villers Bret-
onneux. 

57139 Charles Thomas 
Smith
Born at Yarragon, Charles enlisted at 
Melbourne on 7 April 1918 for service in 
Egypt. He was a single Forester aged 19 
years and two months. He had permis-
sion to enlist from his father Bernard of 
Albert Park. A note on his file records he 
passed the Light Horse riding test.

He arrived at Suez on 17 July 1918 
and served with the 4th Light Horse Regi-
ment.

Charles returned to Australia on 25 
July 1919 and was discharged on 7 Au-
gust 1919.

During World War 2, Charles served 
as a Major with the Australian Army 
Odinance Corps.

2837 Frederick Sanders 
Campbell
Born at Yarragon, Frederick was a farm 
hand aged 21 years and 11 months when 
he enlisted at Melbourne on 19 July 
1916. He nominated his mother Agnes of 
Thornbury as his next of kin.

He had three years service with the ca-
dets and 3 months with the citizen forces 
prior to his enlistment.

Frederick was a member of the 6th 
Reinforcements for the 2nd Pioneer Bat-
talion and eventually served as a sapper 
with the 5th Field Company of Engineers.

He returned to Australia aboard the 
Chemnitz on 7 July 1919 and was dis-
charged in the 3rd Military District on 20 
October 1919 on the Termination of his 
Period of Enlistment.
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Diaries of Charlie Heywood

Semaphore and signalling page from 1917 diary

This is the continuation of 
Yulungah’s Charlie Hey-
wood diary. As we follow 

him during the World War I 
through his diaries. He and the 
4th Light Horse are still in the 
Sinai/southern Palestine region 
mainly on security duties.

Some pages from Charlie Heywood’s pay book and war record which shows how his rank changed early in 1918, and information from the Soldiers’ Own notebook 
and diary about ranks in the army

Charlie Heywood’s 1918 
diary does not have any 
entries for January or 

February, and there are also 
only a few days for March.  
His diary is much more com-
plete for the months, April to 
November

In September Charlie 
was involved in an action for 
which he was awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Med-
al.  Later in the year he was 
hospitalised with malaria. He 
left for Australia on a hospital 
ship in mid-November 1918, 
just after peace was declared.
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Farming NewsDEPI articles selected by Greg Turner

Managing rural 
drainage – choices 
for landholders 
The Victorian Government is 
developing a Rural Drainage 
Strategy to help landholders 
make choices about how they 
manage water logging on ag-
ricultural land. 

The draft strategy propos-
es policies and actions that 
aim to improve agricultural 
productivity while managing 
the environmental and cul-
tural impacts of drainage. 

The Interdepartmental Ref-
erence Group Chair for the Vic-
torian Rural Drainage Strategy, 
Peta Maddy said the community 
is invited to have its say on the 
proposals in the draft strategy 
to contribute to setting the new 
contemporary arrangements 
for rural drainage. 

“This is about getting 
clarity for landowners about 
who does what, and who is 
responsible for drainage is-
sues,” Ms Maddy said. 

The draft strategy also 
proposes to improve the 
management of rural drain-
age by: 

 � supporting landholders to 
make choices about how 
they want to manage rural 
drainage; 

 � clarifying the roles, re-
sponsibilities and obliga-
tions for land-holders and 
agencies in rural drain-
age; 

 � rebuilding the capabil-

ity for agencies and land-
holders to manage rural 
drainage to support ag-
ricultural productivity in 
their region; 

 � a refresh to streamline 
the environment and cul-
tural approvals processes 
to help landholders find 
pathways to manage rural 
drainage that protect and 
improve environmental 
and cultural values; 

 � promoting opportunities 
for landholders and Ab-
original Victorians includ-
ing Traditional Owners to 
collaborate in the ways 
they manage rural drain-
age. 
These arrangements for 

landholders will be support-
ed by the Victorian Govern-
ment, councils, catchment 
management authorities, 
Melbourne Water and rural 
water corporations. 

Community members and 
other stakeholders can get 
involved by making an online 
submission via Engage Victo-
ria at www.engage.vic.gov.au/
ruraldrainage 

More accurate soil-
water information 
to improve yield 
predictions 
Agriculture Victoria re-
searchers have developed 
a new, more cost-effective 
method for farmers to deter-
mine soil-water properties. 

Accurate soil-water infor-

mation can vastly improve 
crop and pasture growth pre-
dictions. 

Soil-water data determines 
a plant’s capacity to extract 
moisture from a soil profile 
and can be used to inform 
crop yield or pasture growth, 
thereby influencing crop 
choice and management. 

Getting this soil-water data 
through direct in-field mea-
surement supported by labo-
ratory analysis is expensive 
and time consuming. 

The new technique uses 
state-of-the-art field and lab-
oratory methods and math-
ematical functions to gather 
soil-water data, allowing 
farmers to derive their own 
soil-water information from 
cheap and easy-to-measure 
soil properties. 

Enhanced soil characteri-
sation will enable increased 
accuracy in predictions of: 

 � paddock to catchment 
scale soil moisture status; 

 � increase in grain produc-
tion associated with im-
proved farming practices; 
and 

 � grain loss due to heat 
stress associated with ex-
treme weather conditions; 
and water-logging. 

Croppers and graziers of 
Victoria will now be able to 
determine the upper and low-
er limit of water storage of 
the soil profile and the rate of 
water movement through the 
soil profile at the paddock 

level by using a simple de-
scription of their soil profile. 

Using this soil-water data 
as an input into the yield 
prophet model, the Agricul-
tural Production Systems 
sIMulator (APSIM) will en-
able farmers to improve the 
prediction of crop yield. 

Agriculture Victoria Se-
nior Researcher Dr Abdur 
Rab said based on seasonal 
rainfall forecasting, farmers 
would be able to better pre-
dict grain yield’ informing a 
range of decisions; for ex-
ample, whether to sow crops 
or not. 

“The new soil hydrologi-
cal data and method could 
increase accuracy of pre-
dictions by 40-50 per cent 
in areas where only limited 
information about soil com-
position or soil type is avail-
able,” Dr Rab said. 

In addition to these new 
methods, this project will 
also provide base-line data 
on soil-water for major soil 
types and cropping manage-
ment systems; for example, 
no till or control traffic. 

Dr Rab said using this 
base-line data, farmers would 
be able to determine which 
soil properties may limit crop 
growth. 

“This exciting develop-
ment will inform what type 
of cropping management or 
soil types are better in terms 
of retaining soil-water, and 
how fast or slow water moves 
through the soil profile.” 

The soil-water information 
is also essential for environ-
mental, hydrological or land 
surface models, including 
weather forecasting, surface 
water flow and groundwater, 
and flooding. 

Although this new soil data 
has been determined for the 
conditions of dryland crop-
ping soils of north-western 
Victoria and some high rain-
fall dairy and sheep grazing 
pasture and cropping soils, 
it may be applicable to other 
regions of similar soil and 
climatic conditions. 

This work is a great exam-
ple of collaboration between 
Agriculture Victoria scien-
tists, Southern Farming Sys-
tems, Bureau of Meteorology 
and Glenelg Hopkins Catch-
ment Management Authority. 

 To drench or not to 
drench? 
Are the words “drench herd” 
on your calendar at this time 
of year? If so, it’s time to step 
back and consider a few is-
sues. 

Worm burdens will vary 
between different classes of 
livestock, so it’s worth es-
tablishing what really needs 
drenching. 

In doing so, you may save 
yourself time and money and 
reduce the chance of drench 
resistance establishing in 
your herd. 

Worm testing by worm 
faecal egg counts (FEC) is a 

way to monitor for the pres-
ence of worms and thus the 
requirement for treatment. 

It is a useful diagnostic aid 
in all types of livestock. 

FEC is the process of de-
termining the number of eggs 
in faeces and is a fast, effec-
tive and relatively inexpen-
sive test. 

The test involves the col-
lection of faeces either di-
rectly from rectum of the 
animal, or by mustering a 
number of animals into a 
clean corner of a paddock 
for about ten minutes and 
then collecting fresh faecal 
samples from the ground. 

Different mobs may have 
different FECs so it’s worth 
having a number of mobs 
tested. 

This particularly applies 
to your weaners and maiden 
animals, which have a natu-
rally lower worm resistance 
and will probably need 
drenching where the rest of 
your herd may not. 

If and when you do drench 
be sure to give the correct 
dose and use an effective 
drench. 

FECs can also provide in-
formation of how effective 
treatment has been, thus 
providing information about 
possible drench resistance. 

For further information 
visit wormboss.com.au or 
contact your local veterinar-
ian or Agriculture Victoria 
veterinary or animal health 
officer.

TRAFALGAR MONTHLY RAINFALL

This graph compares the monthly rainfall received in Trafalgar in 2017 with, 2014, 2015 and 2016 
and average monthly rainfall since records began. 
The monthly rainfall for October 2016 was 99mm
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Australia Day 2017

Council News
To keep our community up to date, we’re bringing Council News to you online, on air and in 
print. For more information and updates, visit Council’s Facebook page, Twitter feed, or website at                     
www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au facebook.com/bawbawshirecouncil @bawbawcouncil@bawbawshire

Warragul 
Prepares for 
Queens Baton 
Relay
Warragul has 
been selected as a 
celebration community 
for the 2018 Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games Queen’s Baton 
Relay on Sunday 11 February.
Cheer on the baton bearers along the 
route (Warragul Leisure Centre to Civic 
Park) or at the end of the relay and 
join us in Civic Park to celebrate with a 
free community event from 11.30am to 
2.30pm.
We strongly encourage the community 
to plan ahead and consider the impact of 
changes to public transport (due to the 
baton relay road closures) and limited 
parking in the main town areas.
For full event details, including 
Batonbearer and Relay details, changes 
to traffic and parking conditions 
and the free community event, visit  
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/QBR2018

Is Your Septic Tank Healthy?
Can’t remember when your septic tank 
was pumped out? If it was more than five 
years ago, it’s a good idea to contact a 
pumpout contractor.
A full septic tank does not provide enough 
holding time to settle out the solids 
that can block the disposal area. This 
can end up in effluent surfacing in your 
backyard or even flow into public places 
or waterways.
Like owning a car, it is often cheaper to 
maintain than it is to replace. You can 
choose to pay either a few hundred 
dollars for a pump out, or a few thousand 
dollars to replace the failing disposal area.
Once you have had your septic tank 
pumped out please pass the receipt on 
to Council’s Public Health Team by email 
to health@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au 
or in person at our Drouin or Warragul 
Customer Service Centre.  

Save the Date: Pet Expo 
Coming to Warragul Soon 
The hugely popular Pet Expo is 
back again this year! Treat your pets 
and the family to a fun, FREE day 
of entertainment, competitions and 
giveaways. Come along for tips, products 
and expert advice from local industry 
leaders such as vets, animal welfare 
groups, groomers and much, much more.
When: 10.00am – 2.00pm 
 Saturday 24 March
Where: Burke Street Park Warragul
Bring the whole gang, including your four 
legged friends, and enjoy a day out for all 
animal lovers!

Have You Joined the Library?
Become a library member online today 
and enjoy our free eBooks, eAudiobooks 
and music streaming straightaway.
Membership is free and available to 
everyone. Visit the West Gippsland 
Libraries website atwgrlc.vic.gov.au to 
sign-up, or call into your local library.
West Gippsland Libraries operates three 
libraries in the Baw Baw Shire; Drouin, 
Warragul and Neerim South, plus a 
mobile library service. 
Membership offers you access to millions 
of items, including the collections of 
around 100 public libraries in Victoria 
through the Swift Consortium. Free Wi-Fi 
and access to public PC’s make it easy 
for you to stay connected. We also hold 
regular free programs across a range 
of ages and interests, including school 
holiday activities and weekly Baby Rhyme 
Time and Story Time sessions.

Splash Into Seasonal Pools
Seasonal swimming pools in Drouin, 
Neerim South, Rawson, Thorpdale, 
Trafalgar and Warragul are now open. 
More information, including full entry 
pricing, locations, operating hours, and 
conditions of entry can be found on the 
Swimming page on Council’s website.

Careers at Council
There are currently over 370 staff 
working to deliver more than 100 
services to the Baw Baw Shire 
community. 
Working with Council offers diversity 
and inclusiveness, career development 
opportunities, and a flexible and 
satisfying work environment.
We are currently recruiting for the 
following positions:
• Manager Infrastructure Planning, 

Programs and Waste
• Enhanced Maternal and Child 

Health Nurse
• Aged and Disability Supervisor
If you’re interested in joining our team, 
please visit Careers on our website.

Catch up with Councillor and 
Deputy Mayor Danny Goss

Happy New Year to all ratepayers.
It’s now been well over a year since our 
new Council was elected and I think 
it’s safe to say that we have a more 
inclusive and more open Council than 
ever before. And also a very enjoyable 
group of Councillors and Officers to work 
with – even if I don’t win them all!
Much was achieved in 2017. Council’s 
finances are strong and decision making 
has been sensible and robust. The 
appointment of our new CEO, Alison 
Leighton, was an example of a decision 
Councillors got exactly right. From her 
appointment flowed some new senior 
staff and a more vibrant and responsive 
attitude to issues.
But rather than look back we should 
look to the future at plans for 2018 and 
onwards.
We look forward to some progress 
on the proposed Multi-deck car park 
in Warragul in the very near future. In 
addition, some other minor alterations to 
parking arrangements in the Warragul 
CBD. We can also expect to see work 
begin very soon on the next stage of 
the Warragul Streetscape (Palmerston 
Street) followed by the southern end of 
Smith Street next financial year.
We are also hopeful of some progress 
in relation to bringing more shopping 
options to Warragul. Residents can 
expect to see movement on an off leash, 
fenced dog area. A large section of 
Bowen Street will be re-made. Footpaths 
will be built and gaps in footpaths closed.
More work on a new indoor stadium will 
be done. Resolution of the Lillico Road 
issues and a more streamlined and 
responsive Planning Department will 
also feature.
It’s an exciting time to live in Baw Baw 
Shire.  As always, please contact me 
directly if you have any issues, however 
minor, that you would like seen to.

Contact Cr Danny Goss by phone 
on 0476 000 013 or by email at                                    
danny.goss@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Immunisation Times 

For more information and the full 
schedule, visit Council’s website.

Upcoming Council Meetings 
The next Ordinary Council Meeting is 
scheduled for 5.30pm on:
• Wednesday 14 February
• Wednesday 28 February
• Wednesday 14 March
Council meetings are held at the 
Trafalgar Business Centre located at 
107 Princes Highway. The public are 
welcome to attend.

Where When
Warragul 
Senior Citizens Hall, 
Corner of Mason 
and Barkly Streets

 
Sat 17 Feb 
9.30 - 11.30am

Drouin 
Council Offices,  
33 Young Street

Mon 5 Feb 
9.30 - 11.30am

Trafalgar 
Trafalgar Community 
Centre, Princes Hwy

Tue 27 Feb   
5.00 - 6.30pm

Adopt a Furry Friend
Adopt... Don’t shop! Visit the Lost 
Animals Register on Council’s website 
to see what cuddly creatures are 
available for adoption and looking for a 
new loving home right now.

Thank You Volunteers
Volunteers do amazing work for 
our community, providing valuable 
services such as Meals on Wheels, the 
Community Shopping Bus, Friendly 
Visiting Program. 
Council would like to say a big thank 
you to our amazing network of 
volunteers; your contribution makes a 
real difference.

Cr Peter Kostos
0438 570 304
Peter.Kostos@
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Cr Darren Wallace
0476 000 053
Darren.Wallace@
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Cr Michael Leaney
0476 000 119/5165 6263
Michael.Leaney@
bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Meet your East Ward Councillors
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C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S 

St Mary’s Church, Trafalgar

Sundays: Holy Communion and Sunday School   
                                                    9.30am
Wednesdays: Holy Communion, a quiet service  10am
 Cuppa and conversation 10.45am

 JAFFAS after school program  3.30 - 5.30pm

St Mark’s Church, Thorpdale

First Sunday of the month:  8am
Breakfast after service

St Mark’s Church, Yarragon

First Sunday of the month: Service     8:30am

Other Sundays: Holy Communion 8.30am

Tuesdays: JAFFAS after school program  3.30 - 5.30pm

CATHOLIC PARISH
Father Bernie Krotwaar, Phone 5633 1166

UNITING CHURCH
Rev Chris Duxbury,   Phone 5633 1047

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Rev Sue Jacka,  Phone 5633 1021
0409 757 170 or tullycavan@dcsi.net.au

THORPDALE WESLEYAN 
METHODIST CHURCH
Rev Frank Lees, 

Phone 5634 6413 or 5633 2758

St John’s Trafalgar, 54 Waterloo Road
Vigil Mass: 6pm (Saturday)
First Saturday Devotions:    Mass at 9.30am
Exposition and Reconciliation  10am-11am
Saturday Night Mass 6.00pm
Sunday Mass: 10.00am (2nd/4th Sunday)
Weekday Masses:  9.30am (Tuesday to Friday) 
Each Wednesday after Mass:  Exposition
Second Wednesday Devotions:  Exposition, reconciliation 
  and annointing of the sick, 
  after mass 

St Jarlath’s Yarragon, Rollo Street
Sunday Mass: 10.00am (1st/3rd/5th Sunday)

Transport availability, Neighbourhood Outreach, 
Home visiting
Please phone Julianne now at the parish office on 5633 1166

St. Andrew’s Uniting Church, Trafalgar
Service times 9.15am Sunday, 2nd and 4th Sunday
  of each month
Sunday School 9.15am 2nd Sunday of the month
Chin-Wags            1-3pm 2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month

St David’s Uniting Church, Yarragon
Service times 9.15am Sunday - 1st & 3rd Sunday
  of each month 
Contemporary      5.00pm on the 4th Sunday of each month with
  shared tea to follow

St Stephens Darnum
Service times  11.00am on 2nd and 4th Sunday
  of each month
As we have no minister at present, please direct inquiries
to 5634 2450

Every Sunday: 10am
Sunday School:  (During service)
Bible studies:  Thursday eveningsCompiled by Jack McDonald from newspapers held in the 

Trafalgar and District Historical Society Archives

Remember WHEN
The Trafalgar & 
Yarragon News, 
February 1928

2 February – Fire 
Brigade Bell
A serviceable bell to be used 
for the purpose of fi re alarm 
has been placed on the railway 
reserve, near the pedestrian 
crossing.

The steel tower, 50 feet 
high (15.2m) and several tons 
in weight, was removed from 
the public hall on Saturday by 
members of the brigade, assist-
ed by Messrs. Bachelor, Mem-
bery, T. McCrorey and Oswaid. 
Incidentally, we may add that 
there is a severe penalty for a 
false alarm of fi re.

6 February 16 – “Back 
to Trafalgar”
The weekly meeting of the gen-
eral committee was held on 
Tuesday night in the Memorial 
Hall and everything is ‘going 
well’.

It was decided that the Light 
Horse and Scouts be invited to 
join in the procession on sports 
day. During the “Back To” the 
township was to be brilliantly 
illuminated.

23 February – 
Improvements to Hotel
There is to be an early start 
made with the work of addi-
tions to the Criterion Hotel at 
Trafalgar.

Mrs O’Brien, accompanied 
by an architect, was at Trafalgar 
yesterday. At least 10 additional 
bedrooms would be erected, 
and a handsome balcony would 
also be added.

New Hall Opened at 
Thorpdale
The largest crowd seen of an 
evening at Thorpdale assem-
bled on Wednesday night last, 
the occasion being the offi cial 
opening of the new public hall.

The illumination is supplied 
by a Gloria plant and the whole

 job is a credit to the contractor, 
Mr F. Halden

The Gippsland News, 
February 1958

6 February – “Sun” 
Show Girl Quest
Miss Monica Cowen, of Moe, 
was chosen as “Miss Trafalgar 
Sun Show Girl, of 1958”, at the 
Trafalgar Agricultural Society’s 
annual Show, held on Saturday 
last. 

Miss Cowen won the con-
test from 16 other charming 
entrants. Trafalgar entrants 
were: Margaret Forrest, June 
Henchel, Maureen Farrell, Nan-
cy Webb, Thelma Ayres, Elaine 
Battley and Mary Turra. Marga-
ret Burleigh from Narracan and 
Nella Leckey from Willow Grove 
also competed.

Trafalgar Rotary Club
The project of building the Girl 
Guides Hall was commenced 
on the 27th July last year. Since 
that date 852 hours of voluntary 
labour has been expended. It is 
hoped to hand over the hall at the 
end of March on the 25th anni-
versary of the inception of the Girl 
Guides in Trafalgar.

Dogs Savage Sheep at 
Thorpdale
During the last week or so ap-
proximately 140 wethers in the 
Thorpdale district have either 
been killed or savaged by a pack 
of dogs. Farmers in the district is-
sue a warning to all dog owners 
that any stray animals found on 
their properties will be shot on 
sight.

13 February – Trafalgar 
R.S.L. Carnival
The R.S.L. carnival now be-
ing conducted on the corner of 
Princes Highway and Anzac Road, 
Trafalgar, got away to an excel-
lent start on Saturday evening. 
The Carnival will continue all this 
week with special attractions such 
as free rides for the children.

Trafalgar Bowls 
Club Inc.

Ph:(03) 5633 1274      Fax:(03) 5633 2820           
email: trafalgarbowlsclub@lizzy.com.au

 We have fully licensed premises including a 
commercial kitchen available for hire.

 Every Friday night we have 
raffles, including a  

Happy Hour.
 

 Lawn bowls and 
indoor carpet bowls.
 

 New members 
and visitors most 
welcome.

7 – 13 Seven Mile Rd.  
(P.O. Box 125)  
TRAFALGAR 

Car Scramble at 
Trafalgar
On Sunday last, February 9, the 
Trafalgar Car Club held its sec-
ond successful Car Mud Scram-
ble on their course two and a 
half miles from the town near 
the cemetery.

Approximately 1200 people 
attended on the day and saw a 
thrilling afternoon of good hard 
driving. The whole day’s pro-
gramme was run under police 
supervision, and was given a 
good report by both the Police 
and Health Commission.

10 February – Is it a 
Record?
A Yarragon “News” reader 
writes: Your news item re the 
three sets of twins starting at 
the Yarragon school is very in-
teresting, and must surely be a 
record for a small town, but did 
you know that Yarragon has, in 
all, eight sets of twins?

For some time two sets have 
been attending the school - they 
are: Yvonne and Bill Hamilton 
and Rhonda and Rowan Kent. 
Then there are the teenagers 
Pat and Pam Standing, plus the 
young sons of Mr and Mrs Bo-
loski and the baby sons of Mr 
and Mrs Herd. This must be a 
near record for a small town.

Police Visit Trafalgar 
Cubs
On Tuesday evening, February 
11, Senior-Constable James, 
Offi cer-in-Charge at Trafalgar 
Police Station, paid a visit to the 
1st Trafalgar Cub Pack in the 
Scout hall to deliver a message 
on road law. Having been a Cub 
Master himself, the Senior was 
able to adapt the talk to suit the 
Cubs, and soon won the undi-
vided attention of every boy.

Note: In July 1988, the 
“Trafalgar News” ceased pub-
lication, which meant that the 
town was then without a true 
local paper for the fi rst time 
since 1902. In 1999 the newly 
formed Trafalgar Community 
Development Association saw 
the need for a quality commu-
nity newspaper, and in Octo-
ber 1999 Trafalgar’s new local 
monthly paper “Traf News” was 
launched. It has proved to be a 
very popular paper and has won 
many awards in the highly com-
petitive world of newspapers.

Traf News – February 
2000

February – Plans for 
Skate Bowl in Trafalgar
Over the last few years, skating 
has experienced a resurgence 
in popularity which has led to 
a growing demand for new and 
diverse skating opportunities. 
With Baw Baw Shire approval, 
it is hoped that a concrete bowl 

will be built behind the Tele-
phone Exchange in Kitchener 
Street.

Rob Carlesso to Carry 
Olympic Torch
Rob Carlesso of Trafalgar was 
late last month announced as 
one of the Torch bearers for 
this district in the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Torch Relay. Rob will 
carry the torch from between 
500-1000 metres and has been 
advised that it will be near Yar-
ragon.

Australia Day Awards
Congratulations to Norm 
Rouget of Trafalgar and Darren 
Fraser of Thorpdale who were 
awarded Australia Day Medal-
lions. Norm has been a member 
of the Lions Club for 30 years, 
and is a long-term member of 
the Keep Australia Beautiful 
Campaign. 

He was also the Station Mas-
ter at the Trafalgar Railway Sta-
tion for 30 years.

New Years Eve in 
Trafalgar
With deckchairs, chilled glasses 
and sparklers in hand, a keen 
group of Trafalgar revellers 
pathed their way to McGregor 
Park on New Year’s Eve. The 
mood of the night was for fam-
ily fun and it was a group of all 
ages that enjoyed the company 
of one another in a relaxed 
atmosphere around the wood 
burners.

Let’s Beautify Trafalgar
Many interesting and thought-
ful ideas were put forward by 
the residents who attended the 
TCDA public meeting on 2nd 
February to discuss the beauti-
fi cation of Trafalgar.

Don Green, a member of the 
Uralla Nature Reserve Commit-
tee of Management, spoke of 
the concerns of vandalism and 
misuse that have spoilt the com-
mittee’s efforts in the Reserve’s 
management.

A questionnaire will be di-
rected to Traf News’ readers in 
next month’s edition.

St. Joseph’s School
The children from Grades 3 to 
6 entered a handwriting com-
petition run by Mr Horsfi eld 
of Thorpdale. Each year he 
sponsors the competition and 
awards prizes of $20 ($30 to-
day) to the winners in each 
grade. The winners this time 
were: Laura Smaniotto, Amy 
Minichiello and Lauren Brag-
agnolo. Citizenship awards 
went to Ashleigh Grima, Jes-
sica Maye, Lauren Bragagnolo, 
Amy Minichiella, Sara Howes, 
Christoper Slate, Joel Bragag-
nolo, Bryce Templeton and Jack 
Smart.
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Thinking of Tyres?
THINK

John Brown for Tyres
We specialise:  • Any Tyre
 • Any Vehicle
 • Any Machine

Farm Service Wheel Balancing
All Brands Available

Established over 35 years.
Best prices and excellent service

88 Waterloo Road, Trafalgar
Ph: 5633 1679 Mob: 0428 515 873

 Trafalgar Men
and Boys Wear

Est. 1966 

(03) 5633 1129 
16 Contingent Street, Trafalgar 

FOR ALL WORKWEAR & CLUBWEAR
 � Polos
 �Hoodies
 � Jackets
 � Polar fleece
 �Caps & Beanies

Screenprinting &   
Embroidery Available

32 years in Business

* Basil’s  Chatter *
SERIOUSLY  - LET’S HAVE A LAUGH

AROUND THE HISTORICAL Society
Dianne Ireland

Hello and Happy New Year to our regular Basil readers (all seven of them plus Mrs Basil) 
with a genuine wish that our beloved Trafalgar remains one of the best places on earth 
to live. 

Whilst we have a great community spirit there are still some strange people in town who still 
watch all the commercials on television, and seem to be completely unaware of that wonderful 
little device known as the mute button.  

The dog next door is addicted to TV and every time there’s a pet food commercial he is on 
Cloud Nine, and howls with delight and approval. By the same token he enjoys a good joke and 
his favorite came from funny lady Rita Rudner. 

She said, “My husband and I have begun to long for the pitter patter of little feet – so we 
bought a dog. Well, it’s cheaper and you get more feet”. His other favourite from the same lady is: 
“I wonder if other dogs think that poodles are members of a weird religious cult!”

This brings us to back to the question as to whether we are better off on Cloud Nine or to be 
in Seventh Heaven. Seventh heaven hopefully denotes a future destination where most would like 
to end up. Cloud Nine offers no real promise but everybody seems to be happy here when they 
are in cloud Nine mode. 

Don’t know whether you’ve had any experience with “Cloud Eight” so we have researched 
widely to see if it holds any possibilities for any of us. A wonderful comedian by name of George 
Carlin once declared that, “Cloud Nine gets all the publicity, but Cloud Eight is cheaper, less 
crowded, and has a better view.” And just writing about this subject has left me at “Sixes and 
Sevens”.

At the time of writing there seems to be a fair bit of cricket, including the wind up of the Test 
series with Australia and England. It’s hard to recall when we heard of such ill feeling between the 
opposition sides, but they were pretty tame compared to some of the exchanges reported between 
our very own cricket legends.

It reminds us of a great comment from Paul Hogan who had the answer to most of the prob-
lems when he said; “Cricket needs brightening up a bit. My solution is to let the players drink at 

the beginning of the game, not after. It always works in our picnic matches.”   
Hugh Morris played in three Test matches for England in 1991 and we’re not sure how good 

he was but clearly he had a great sense of humour. When he was asked for recollections of the 
game he revealed, “I scored a hundred on my first overseas cricket  tour – on the golf course.” 

Champion English player Geoff Boycott was 36 years of age when he made his 100th century. 
He was asked about the hallowed turf of Lords. He replied, “Given a choice between Raquel 
Welch and a hundred at Lord’s, I’d take the hundred every time.   (We know a local bloke whose 
name rhymes with ferry who would have been only too happy to step into the breach and look 
after Miss Welch.) 

You all know by now that we will probably get the Traf News into the history books (maybe 
even the Guinness Book of Records) because we now have the wonderful services of not one, 
but three Editors. 

Julie, Liam and Mark are in the chair and we hope they enjoy having such a delightful bunch 
of readers to support them. However there are a couple of issues to sort out including how we 
should address a “Letter to the Editor” to all of them. 

We don’t wish to offend any of them so perhaps you can think of a good way to pass on our 
opinions. For instance, it would be inappropriate to begin with “Dear Joint Editors”. We all know 
if you are having joint problems you should contact the Trafalgar Medical Centre. They know a 
fair bit about us and our joints. Once again we welcome Julie, Leon and Mark and promise we 
will locate a respectable and suitable title to fit the bill.

Finally here’s a story passed to us on regarding Christmas presents. Apparently the second son 
of a North Melbourne family was more interested in fitness than anything else, and because he 
had all the fitness equipment imaginable it was difficult to buy him a suitable present. 

The older son solved the problem and on Christmas day they presented him with a rear view 
mirror for his indoor exercise bike.         

                                
Keep Smiling BASIL

GAAHS
We look forward to 2018 with interest and anticipation. In May 
the Trafalgar & District Historical Society will play host to the 
Gippsland Association of Affiliated Historical Societies annual 
conference. 

This encompasses societies from all regions of Gippsland 
and this year Trafalgar has offered our facilities. 

As yet we are in the planning stages but the day will provide a 
wonderful opportunity to show what Trafalgar and surrounding 
areas has to offer in terms of historical interest. I’m sure you will 
hear more as time goes on.

Working Bees
Work recently undertaken involved the sorting of a box of docu-
ments presented to the Society by Bill Ferguson. 

This treasure trove contained paperwork going back to1887, 
from the Trafalgar Co-Operative Butter and Cheese Factory Co., 
Ltd. 

Some correspondence prior to 1901 still used the Colonial 
letterhead, being before Federation. 

Max Gibson Memorial History Prize
This prize is awarded each year to two Trafalgar High School 
students at the annual Presentation Evening. 

With a major life-long interest in history, Max Gibson was 
the inaugural President of the Trafalgar and District Historical 
Society which he served from 1985 until 2009. 

Max read widely, and had a deep knowledge of Australian 
history, writing articles for the Society’s “Gazette”, interviewing 
local residents for his programmes on 3BBR-FM and recording 

their stories in sound and in photographs. 
Max died in 2010, and it is because of his interest in the 

Trafalgar High School, his love of history and his practice of en-
couraging young people in their studies, that the History prize 
has been initiated as a living memorial to a generous, commu-
nity-minded man. 

For 2017 the recipients were Stacey Prat (junior) and Tyson 
Sjamsudin (senior).

Meetings
The first meeting for 2018 will be held on 15 February at 7.30pm 
in the Community Centre. Everyone is most welcome. 

There are still some copies of the Gazette available at the 
Trafalgar Newsagency and at the Post Office. Details about mem-
bership can be found in this publication.
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AMG ElEcTricAl
0402 949 424

Rec 18348

www.amgelectrical.com.au

Servicing all your electrical needs

Residential and Commercial specialist
Established 2007

Electrician available 24/7
Phone Andrew for a free quote on your needed electrical requirements.

Servicing Gippsland and surrounds, located in Trafalgar.

TRAFALGAR
Tyre Service

For Performance, Quality & Value

  Free rotation every 5,000 kilometres
  Free pick-up and drop off of your car
  Free safety check

Peter & 
Nathan Dart 
110 Contour Road 
Trafalgar 3824
Phone: 5633 1097
Peter: 0488 134 313 
Nathan: 0423 330 369 TOYO TYRES

MICHELIN

BF GOODRICH

Contact us for all your

Tyre and Battery Needs
Road side & farm service

Send It In
If you have a bit of news 

Send it in!
Or a joke that will amuse 

Send it in!
Social notes from near and far,
Or when Tomkins buys a car,

Anything that makes a par

Send it in!
If you wish to help this paper

Send it in!
We’ll appreciate the caper

Send it in!
And if you cannot find some news,
A quarter’s sub we won’t refuse,
It may just drive away the blues

Send it in!

Trafalgar & Yarragon News, 31 October 1929
Contributed by Trafalgar & District Historical Socity

 

Born to

Lincoln and Alison 

Weymouth 

on 27 November

at St John’s Hospital

Berwick, a son,

Fletcher Harris

BirthNotice

Funny Sign

Trafalgar Veterinary Clinic News
Snake bites in 
pets
Bronwyn Dempsey, 
Veterinary Nurse

The weather is warming 
up again and our pets 
are starting to spend 

more time outside soaking up 
the warmth, jumping in dams 
and enjoying the sunshine. 

Unfortunately this also 
means that snakes are waking 
up from their long sleep, hav-
ing a stretch and venturing out 
to enjoy the warmer weather 
too. Our curious four legged 
friends love to stick their nos-
es in places they shouldn’t and 
this can lead to them getting 
bitten and being in serious 
trouble. 

About 6500 dogs and cats 
are bitten by snakes each year 
in Australia.

What do I do?
What do you do if your pet is 
bitten by a snake? 

First of all, try to remain 
calm. Pets can often get more 
stressed if they notice we are 

too. Keep your pet as quiet 
as possible and immobilised, 
carry them to the car if nec-
essary. 

Take them immediately to 
a vet clinic. The quicker they 
receive treatment the better 
their chances are of survival. 
There is no effective at-home 
treatment for a snake bite.

Identifying the snake can 
be helpful but never try to 
handle a live snake. If col-
lecting a dead snake use ap-
propriate gloves, snakes can 
still envenomate after death 
so it is vital to handle with 
care and not allow other ani-
mals to investigate. 

Do not attempt to kill the 
snake as this is extremely 
dangerous and snakes are 
a protected species by law.  

The most common snakes 
in Victoria are tiger, brown, 
black, red-bellied black and 
copperhead, and we are able 
to provide a multi-snake 
anti-venom even if we don’t 
know the exact species in-
volved.

Signs and symptoms
When a snake bites and ani-
mal it injects venom in the tis-
sues below the skin. 

The venom is then rapidly 
absorbed and carried by the 
lymphatic system into the 
animal’s circulation. Snake 
venom carries a range of tox-
ins and impairs many of the 
body’s functions including the 
nervous system and the blood 
clotting mechanisms. 

Your dog or cat will start 
to show signs anything from 
immediately to 24 hours af-
ter being bitten, and the signs 
can vary depending on what 
type of snake and how much 
venom was injected. In most 
cases we see

Weakness
Drooling
Vomiting
Collapse
Shaking of twitching 

    of the muscles
Dilated pupils
Pale gums
Dark urine
Later signs include
Paralysis

Rapid and shallow 
     breathing

Coma
Death
Treatment
When you reach a vet-

erinary clinic the vet will ex-
amine your pet and may run 
some tests on the blood or 
urine. These include check-
ing for any clotting abnormal-
ities, muscle damage or di-
rectly looking for the venom 
involved. 

The treatment involves 
hospitalisation for intrave-
nous fluids, administration of 
antivenom and close monitor-
ing.

The prognosis for a dog 
or cat bitten by a snake can 
vary from extremely poor to 
quite good depending on the 
speed of getting them to a vet-
erinarian for treatment and 
the amount and type of venom 
injected. 

A snake bite is always a life 
threatening emergency and 
quick action by you the owner 
plays an enormous role in im-
proving prognosis. 

Many animals will recover 
within 1-2 days of treatment 
but others may need hospi-
talisation for 1 or 2 weeks and 
needing a further 2-3 weeks of 
rest at home.

With antivenom 91 per cent 
of cats and 75 per cent of dogs 
recover. Without antivenom 
that number reduces to only 
66 per cent of cats and 31 per 
cent for dogs.

Prevention
Prevention of snake bites to 
your pets can be tricky as ani-
mals are inquisitive by nature, 
but there are precautions you 
as a pet owner can follow. 

When taking your dog out 

for a walk in bushland in the 
warmer months (especially 
near water) keep them on a 
lead. Keep your yard tidy by 
clearing undergrowth, filling 
in holes, mow the lawns regu-
larly and clear away toys and 
rubbish that can make good 
hiding places for snakes. 

Keep walkways clear of 
bush, flowers and shrubs. 
Clean up any spilled food, 
fruit or bird seed which can 
attract rodents which then at-
tract snakes. 

Store logs and firewood 
away from the house and al-
ways seek professional help 
if you need to remove a snake 
from your property. 
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Time to register for junior netball

Trafalgar Netball Club will 
be running registration 
nights for the up and 

coming winter season.
Registrations will be taken at 
the netball clubrooms at the 
Recreation reserve on the fol-
lowing days:

Registration forms will be 
available on the night, and all 
fees are to be paid via direct 
bank deposit. If you would like 
a registration pack sent out 
earlier, please email the club 
at:
trafalgarjnr.netball@hotmail.
com

A small group of locals ven-
tured to the Bairnsdale 
table tennis tournament on 

18th and 19th November.
The tournament is run annu-

ally and features singles, doubles 
and mixed events for both men 
and women.

Players come from all over 
Victoria and interstate to com-
pete.

In hot and humid conditions, 
local players Ning Anderson and 
Josef Berec played very well to 
win their way through to the final 
of the keen agers mixed doubles. 
In a tense and exciting final Ning 
and Josef prevailed to win the 
event in four sets (3 – 1). 

It was a great effort consider-
ing it was the first time they had 
played together as a team.

Ning is a member of the Tra-
falgar Ping Pong Kings who play 
regularly at the Trafalgar Com-
munity Centre.

The Ping Pong King’s table 
tennis group recently celebrated 
its second birthday. Players got 
together over coffee and cake to 
reflect on the good times and on 
their improvement over the two 
years. 

While participation is grow-
ing the club warmly welcomes 
new players of any ability.

The group gets together at 
the Trafalgar Community Centre 
each Monday and Thursday be-
tween 9am and 11am and again 
on Saturday afternoon between 
1pm and 3pm.

For more information please 
contact Ning 0427 332 839

 � Monday, 5 February 
from 4pm - 6pm

 � Wednesday, 7 February 
from 4pm-6pm

 � Monday, 12 February 
4pm - 6pm

Latest from Traf table tennis

Traf table tennis players celebrating the clubs second birthday. 
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plumbing & 
gasfitting

mobile 0499 259 080

 Small plumbing jobs.  
 Reliable, quality service

simon 
James

Private orders available

Telling the complete

“Holden Story”

Ph: 5633 2462              74 Waterloo Road Trafalgar

Open 10 - 5pm Weekends & Public Holidays

  Like us on Facebook - Trafalgar Holden Museum

club’s junior development, 
which is a significant stepping 
stone toward the demands of 
higher level cricket. 

Experience stumps 
ships
At club level, the Ships are com-
peting strongly but are ultimately 
being beaten by more experi-
enced sides. With only three 
players in their mid-20s in the 
A Grade team, it is clear that the 
club is in a rebuilding phase as it 
continues to get games into the 
next generation of players. 

With the nature of the playing 
list in mind, depth has been a 
challenge, but the club is work-
ing hard and acknowledging 
moral victories along the way. 

In the First XI, the two-day 
matches have started, with 
just two of four games being 
completed due to the weather, 
meaning that between Novem-
ber and January, some players 
have only been able to get in five 
days of actual cricket. 

In their round six contest be-
tween Moe, the Ships batted first 
and were in all sorts of trouble 
before Anthony Clarke-Bruce 
(35 not out) and John Asmus-
sen (16) along with David 
Bremner (19) and Zack Brown 
(17) got the side to a first in-
nings score of 125. 

At stumps on day one Traf 
had Moe in a precarious posi-
tion at 5/90, however when they 
returned the next week nothing 

Faltum makes debut for Melbourne Stars

went to plan as Moe pounded on 
the runs and secured a first in-
nings lead. 

David Bremner bowled 32 
overs in a Herculean effort and 
finished with 4/81. The Ships 
were then sent in again, with the 
side batting out the day to close 
at 9/159. Top scorers were Nick 
Gurney (32), Anthony Clarke-
Bruce (29) and Leo Connolly 
(20). 

Back at home for the next 
game against Morwell, the Ships 
were sent in and were 3/10 be-
fore James Heslop led a rescue 
mission, scoring a vital 39. 

In the middle stages, the ever 
reliable Christian Burgess made 
46 as Traf made a competitive 
160. Before stumps on day one, 
Zack Brown ran through the 
Morwell top order, disturbing 

the timber three times to finish 
with 3/15 and to see the opposi-
tion 3/39. 

Having gotten into a strong 
position, Traf were denied vic-
tory as the second week was 
washed out. 

In the last match before 
Christmas, against Jeeralang-
Boolarra Nick Gurney top scored 
with a patient 67, whilst his 
opening buddy Brodie Burgess 
chipped in with a handy 25. 

Anthony Clarke-Bruce scored 
30 to help the total to 7/180 at 
compulsory close. Returning the 
next week, Trafalgar were confi-
dent of a win, and had Jeeralang-
Boolarra 5/50 before the opposi-
tion formed a strong partnership 
that took the game from Traf. 

Best bowlers for the Ships 
were David Bremer (3/58), 

Zack Brown (3/79) and James 
Heslop (2/40). 

In the first match after the 
Christmas break against Mirboo 
Nth, the game ended in anticli-
mactic fashion, as the first week 
was heated off, before the sec-
ond week was washed out. 

In the Seconds it has been a 
week to week proposition as the 
make up of the side continually 
changes due to work and family 
commitments. 

The Ships was able to regain 
the famous Ice Bath Cup from 
Rawson at home, with Paul Con-
nolly sending four bombs out of 
the ground in a quick fire 42. 

Billy Pace was also amongst 
the runs, scoring 32 at the top 
as Traf made 8/165. In reply 
Rawson managed 8/113 as Jack 
Hurst (3/4) and Ilham Kahleel 

(3/20) did the damage. 
Another highlight from the 

season so far was Leo Connoly 
whacking 60 in 16 overs against 
Willow Grove, as the Ships put 
up a decent score of 119 playing 
one of the competitions stron-
ger sides. 

All in all B Grade has carried 
the fun factor with it, as fathers 
and sons have enjoyed a game 
together from time to time.   

Both A and B Grade sides 
will be looking to finish the sea-
son off on a positive note. If you 
would like to join the Trafalgar 
cricket club in any capacity, 
please do not hesitate to come 
down to the recreation reserve. 
There is usually cricket on down 
there every day of the week so 
there is surely something for all 
to enjoy.

Trafalgar Cricket Club at the Victorian Regional Big Bash T/20 tournament in Frankston.  Back row: Cooper Burgess, Anthony Faltum, 
Ilham Kaleel, George Smith, Leo Connolly, Jeff Thege. Front row: Jack Hurst, Blair Clymo, Anthony Clarke-Bruce, Zack Brown, Liam 
Durkin, Brodie Burgess

 » CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Liam Durkin
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Traf Bowls Club had 
a busy week in early 
January. It hosted the 

Ted Higgs Memorial triples 
on Sunday, 7 January and 
Monday, 8 January. 

This event was well
supported with teams 
from Melbourne clubs and
interstate. The winning 
team was from Moe,
second place was a Morwell 
Club team. The best Trafal-
gar team came sixth with 
Darren Kane (Skip), Paule 
Dawson (lead) and Bruce 
Marino (2nd).

The McGilton Shield, 
which is an inter-club 
first division competition,
was held at Trafalgar Bowls 
Club on Tuesday, 9 January. 
The Trafalgar team won the 
event. 

Club greenkeeper Scott 
Jones is to be commended 
on our excellent greens. 
Easily the best in the dis-
trict.

Congratulations go to 
the season one winners 
‘Aces’ who defeated the 

‘Smashers’ in a close grand 
final 18 games to 12.  

The season was wrapped up 
with a sunny evening with piz-

zas from the pub, which was 
well attended.  Please contact 
Luke Bryant 5633 2097, if you 
are interested in playing night 
tennis.  There will be another 
short season from late January 
to Easter 2018.   

Traf Bowls has busy week
Elaine Payne

The winning McGilton Shield team. Rear from left to right: Ken Capper, Paul Dawson, Scott Jones, Steve Dawson, Tommy Lodge, and Jimmy Lawrence. Front left to right: 
Graham Hill, Daryl Scott, Ian Miles, James McCausland and Darren Kane. Tim Fraser also played but was absent when the picture was taken

The best Trafalgar team came sixth with Darren Kane (Skip), Paule Dawson (lead) and Bruce Marino (2nd) in the Ted Higgs Memorial triples

Night
tennis

Aces – 2017-18 Season 1 Night Tennis winners. From left: Sue Klemke, Elissa Gumbrell, Brett Tonkin and Hayden McGown

Night
tennis

season a hit
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Craig McGarrity - wiredelectrical@cloud.com
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Ph: 0427 299 271
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Fans flock to see Hawks

Delighted fans Mark Paul and Prue Scanlon with Xanthe, Sienna, Kai and Taylah (Photo: Hayley Mills)

Trafalgar’s Mark Paul, 
Prue Scanlon and 
their children Xanthe, 

Senna, Kai and Taylah were 
among more than 500 
die-hard Hawks fans who 
flocked to Ted Summerton 
Reserve in Moe last month to 
get a glimpse of the boys in 
brown and gold at an open 
preseason training session.

The Hawthorn faithfull 
were treated to a sneak peak 

of the 2018 squad with new 
recruit and Morwell’s own 
Changkuoth Jiath clapped 
onto the track.

But the biggest cheer of 
the day was reserved for 
captain Jarryd Roughhead, 
who returned the love with a 
round of applause for spec-
tators.

Source: Latrobe Valley Ex-
press (author Kate Withers)

Can’t make it?

Trafalgar

Paynesville
Warragul
Traralgon
Trafalgar
Morwell
Drouin
Sale
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century gothic

Text to Curves Working text

Village developments to be type set in Century Gothic minus 25% kearning. 
We do not recommend employing  the Blue Core Device when the village name is 
used in conjunction with the Encore brand - only use when village name is in isolation 
from the Encore name and only when practical and effective in marketing collateral.

Example of employing the Blore Core Device in marketing

Example of image and message combination.

active living in retirement.

Pantone CMYK RGB

Encore Living Trafalgar

Novotel Glen Waverley
Monday 26th February

6.15pm. 
RSVP essential

Open Day
Come and inspect our Villas
Thursday 1st March 11-3pm

RSVP to 1800 362 673

“A life in retirement you’ll enjoy,
with a difference you can feel” 

You’re invited...
Come to our info

session at:

Love to fi nd out more?
Call 1800 ENCORE (1800 362 673)

and experience the Encore Living difference.


